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SP^ECiJr ^A 



ITHi^K you for <pcfinting to -me. I rcafly 
wiihed'niudi jtQ engage ypur attention in ai;i 
early ftagerfd^. debate, I have been long very 
uiecply, though ^rhaps ineffedhially, engaged i^ 
the preljnuuary enguirie^, which have continued 
without intersnifliqn foj fome yeac§. Though f 
^lave fe^t, y,ith fome degree of fepfibHity, the nar 
^ural iiX^d inei^itable impreflions of the Several mat^ 
ters of fad, as they ha^ve been fucceifiyciy difdo^ 
,ed, I have gapt at any *ime stttempted to trouble 
3^ou on the merits of tthe fubjoSt; and yery little 
^pn any of the poii^s which incidentally ai;9fe ia 
^he courfe ^f our proceedings* But I Should be 
^orry to be found totaUy filcnt ^pon tliis day. Qur 
inquiries are now come ^o ttheir final iffue.:-rJt i? 
^ow to be determined whether the three year^ 
<of laborious parliamentary refearch, whether the 
.twenty years of patient Indian fuifering, af e to 
produce a fubftantial reform in pur eafterp admi- 
niftration; or whether our knowledge of the 
griev^incgs h^as abated our ^eal fox the cprredion 
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4 SPEECH OK MR. FOX^S 

of them, ^nd our very enquiry into the evil wa| 
only a pretext to elude the refnedy which is dd 
manded from us by h^imanity, by juftice, and by 
every principle of true policy. Depend upon it, 
this bufinefs cannot be indifferent to our fame. It 
will turn put a matter of great difgr^ce or great: 
glory to the whole Britifli nation. We are on a^ 
confpicuous ftage, and thp world marks our de,? 
rneanoiir. 

I am therefore a little concprppd to perceive the 
fpirit and temper in >vrhich the debate has beeq 
all along purfued upon one ficje qf fh? hpiife. The 
(Reclamation of the gentlemen whp oppofe the bil^ 
has been, abundant and yehe|nent; but they have 
been referyed and even filept about the fitpefs or 
unfitnefs of the plan to attain the dif ect object it 
Bas in view. By fome gentlemep it is taken up 
(by way of exercife I prefump) a? a point pf law 
on a queftipn of priy ate property, and cprpprat^ 
franchife; by others it \s regaf4ed fis the petty in4 
trig^e of. ^ faflion at cpurt, and argued merely 
as it tends to jfej ii\h man ^ littlp higher, or that ^ 
little lower iq fitu^tipn and powert AH the vpid 
has been filled up with i?)veftiv^s againft coition j 
with ajlufipns tp tfe^ lofs qf America j with the 
^diyity and |nadivity of mipifters^ The tptaj 
lilence pf thefe geptjeipep concerning the ipterefl; 
^nd well-bdng of the people of India^ ^nd com^ern^ 
ing the intereft wbkh ihk p*tiQn#ha3 in th? cpm^ 
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EAST-INDIA BILL; g 

thtict and revenues of* that country, is a ftrohg 
Indication of the valufc \irhlch they fet upon thefc 
objecJ:*. 

It has been a little painfUl to itie to obfciVe the 
intrufion into this important debfeite of fuch com- 
pany as quo warranto^ and mundamtisy and cei^tit>rari ; 
as if wd were on a trial about mayors and alder- 
men^ and capital burgefles; brrcngaged in a fuit 
concerning the borough of Peni^n, or Saltafli, or 
St. Ives, or St* Mawes. Gentlemen have argued 
with as much heat and pallion, as if the firft things 
in the* world were at ftake; and their topicks are 
fuch, as belong only to matter of the loweft and 
meaneft litigation* It is not rights it is riot worthy 
of us, in this manner to depreciate the Value, to 
degrade the majefty, of this graVc deliberation of 
policy and empire. 

For mv part, I rhav© thought myfdf bound, 
wheii a matter of this extraordinary weight came 
before me, not to confider (as fome gentlemen arc 
fo fond of doing) whether the bill originated from 
a fecretary of ftate for the home department, or 
from a fecretar)*^ for the foreign, from a minifter 
of influence or a minifter of the people i from 
Jacob or from Efau.* I afl5:ed myfelf, and I aiked 
myfelf nothing elfe, what part it was fit fori 
member of parliament, who has fupplied a medioi 

• An allusion made by Mr. Powis. 
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eAtf of talents by the extreme o^ diligence; an<$ 
tirho has thought himfelf obligedyby the refearcb* 
of years^ to wind Umi^ into the^inmoft receiTes^ 
and labyrintfas* of thie Indian detail, wh^t part, I 
fay, it became fuch a member of parliament to- 
foke, ^hen a miniAer of flate, in conformity to a 
i^ecommendotioti from the: throne^ Iia» brought 
before ttisa ffSkm for the better govennment of 
die tei^tory and commerce of the ea& in thb* 
light, and ii^ this only, I wiU t>Poubld you widv my 
fentiments.^ 

In is nc^ o«4y agreed but demanded, by the 
]%ht» ^onouriible gentleman,* and by thofe who 
a^ wich him^ that at^;M^fyftem ought to be 
^rodnced 'f that it o^Jtf^t not to be aen balf mea/ure ^ 
^at in Ought to be tt& palliative^' but ar legiflative 
provifioa, v^oroue, &ibftantial,' and eSedive. — 
} believe that no' maH' wSfo iinderftand& the fub^ 
P&, can ^ublr for a mc^iient^ tiiat thofe muft be: 
die cmiditions of any thing de&rving. the namr 
of a reform m ffte Indian government; that any 
tiling fhOTt of them woul^ not only be ddufive,., 
but, in this matter whidl adbut» no* medkimy 
iioaous ki the ea^reme.^ 

To all lihefioaditionsiRropdedby his adverfarijpS' 
Chemiover of the biU ptrfocUy agrees^, and on Im 
pei^rmance of thoa he refis h^^ caaibr On th^ 

♦Mr.Ktt, 
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SAST-INDIA BILL. - ^ 

bther liand, not the leaft ot^ftion has been taken, 
With regard td the efficiency, the vigour, or the 
compIetene& of the fcheme. I am thef efore war* 
Granted to afiume, as a thing adaikted, that the 
bills acconiidiih what both fides of the houfe de- 
mand as eflentialw The end is completely anfwer- 
«d, fo fer is the dired and bimediatc objeft is 
tonccmedw 

But though t^iere are no dired, yet there are 
Various cdlateral bbjedions made ; ofcgedions from 
the eSe<^ which this {^bm of reform 6^ Indian ad- . 
miniibratioh may have on the privileges of great 
()tib]ick bodied in En^nd;^ from its probable in- 
fluence on the oonftituticMial r^hts, or on the free- 
tiom and integrity of the feveral branchesi of the 
legiflatur^. / 

Before t alif^er thefe otjedions,! muftbeg leaver 
to obfervci, that if We are not aUc to contrive! 
fome method of goV^onkig India weti^ which will 
not of neceffity become the m^^u^ of governing 
Great Britain i7/, a ground is laid for their eternal 
reparation) but ncme for £icrificing tKe peopfe o£ 
thait country to our conftitution. I am however 
far from being perfuaded that any fuch incomiNi« 
tibility of intereft does at all exift. On the con-^ 
trary I am certain that every means^ effe&ual tQ 
prefcrve India from oppreflion^is a:guj»K| to pre^ 
ferve the Britifli^ conftitution from its wodril cor» 
B 4 ruption^ 
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9 SPBECH ON MR. FOX^S 

ruptioil^ To fhcw this, I will confider the otge©- 
tdon^, which I think are four.. 

ift. That the bill, is a« attack on the chartered 
: . rights; jofinen* 

adly.^ That F il^ mcveafe& the influence of the 
.crown* ' 

3xiLy;, That it doesl mi incfeafe, but dimini{hes> 
the influence of the crown, in order to pro- 
: . mote the.interefts of certain inimftcrs and 
their party. 

4thly . That .it deeply aflfeds the niti^naJ credits 
. As to the ,firft- of thefe ^bjeiftions; I muft ob* 
feryc that therphrafc of " the idiattered rights of 
^-' 7«^7?,":is fuH ,of affectation; and very; unufual 
inithedifcuffionof privileges conferred by charters 
of the prcfent defcription. ' But it is not difficult 
todifcovcr what end tha* ambiguous mode of ex- 
preflio.n^ fo often reiterated, i& meant to anfwer. 
. Tthc fights ,i^ Me.»y thiaifcis to fjty, the natural 
rights of mankind, are indeed facrcd things; and 
it^ any publick racalure is proved mifchieyoufly to 

eel them, the objccUon oUght to be* fatal to that 
meafure, even if no charter, at: all ^Quld be fet ,up 
againft it. If thefe natural riglits are further af- 
firmed and declared by exprjef$, covenants, if they 
are i dearly defined and. fecfurcd agai$ift chicane, 
i^gainft power,/ and authority, :by written inftru- 
meats and pofitive engagements, they ate in, a lUtt 
.. better 
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better condition: they partake not only of the 
lanclity of the object fo fecured, but of that fo- 
lemn publick faith itfelfy which iibwres an, objeft 
of fuch importance. Indeed this fprmal reco^i- 
tion, by the fovereign power, of an original right 
in the fubja^^, can never be fubverted, but by 
rooting up the holding radical principles of go- 
yernmept, and even of fociety itfelf. The char-» 
ters, which we call by diftindion gr^at^ ar^ publick 
inftruments of this nature ; I mean tlie charters 
of king John and king Henry the third. The 
things fecured by thefe inftruments may, without 
any deceitful ambiguity, be very fitly called the 
chartered rights of men* 

Thefe charters have made the very name of a 
charter dear to the heart of every Englifliman;— 
But, Sir, there may be, and there are charters, not 
only different in nature, but formed on principles 
the very reverfe of thofe of the great charter. Of 
this kind is the charter of the Eaft-Indra company. 
Magna charta is a charter to reftrain power, and 
to deftroy monopoly. The Eaft-India. charter is a 
charter to eftablifh monopoly, and to create power* 
Political power and commercial monopoly are mt 
the rights of men ; and the rights of them derived 
from charters, it is fallacious and fophiftical to call 
*' the chartered rights of men.'" Thefe chartereci 
rights, (to fpeak of fuch charters and of their -ef^ 
fe£ls in terms of the greatcft poflible .moderation) 

do 



Digitized by 



Google 



t* ^tEZCH ou MR. rox^i 

do at leaft fufpcnd the natural rights of mankind 
nt large J and in their very frame and conftitutioil 
are liable to fall into a direct violation of them. 

It is a charter of this latter defcription (that is 
to fay a charter of power and monopoly) which is 
affefted by the bill before you. The bill, Sir, does^ 
wij:hout queftion, affeft it; it does affeS: it effem 
liafly and fubftantially. ' But having ftated to you 
of what defcription the chartered rights afc which 
this bill touches, I fed no difficulty at all in ac* 
knowledging the cxiftence of thofe chartered 
rights, in their fulleft extent. They belong to 
the company in the fureft ihanner j and they are 
fecured to that body by every fort of publick fan<i* 
tion. They are ftamped by the faith of the king j 
they are ftamped by the faith of parliament; they 
have been bought for money, for money honeftly 
and fairly paid ; they have been bought for va» 
hiable confideration, over and over again. 

I therefore freely admit to the Eaft-India coni»' 
v^any their claim to exclude their fellow-fiibjects 
from the commerce of half the globe* I admit 
their claim to adminifter an annual territorial re* 
venue of feven millions fterling; to command an 
army of fixty thoufand men; ahd to difpofe^ 
(under the controul of a fovercign Imperial dif* 
rretion, and with the due obfervance of thfe na- 
tural and local law) of the lives and fortunes of 
. thirty millions of their fellow-creatutes. All this 

they 
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«ficy poflefs by charter and by a£te of parKamcnt, 
(In my opinion) without a ikadow of contvovcrfy^ 

Thofe who carry the rights and dauns of the 
company the fortheft db not contcfid for more 
than this'y and sdl ticb I fireely grantu But grant* 
ing all thisy they imsft grant ta me in my tura^ 
that all political power which is fct iPfZt inen, and 
that ail privilege claimed or exerciied m exdufiooi 
of them, beiAg wholly artificial, and fioe to math 
a derogation from the natmral equality of muikiadi 
at large, ought to be fomc way or other exerciicd 
ijJtimatdy for their benefit* 

if this is true with regard to every %ieae» of 
|>oliticaI dominion, and erery deCcripCion of coa^ 
mercial priyilege, none of which can be original 
felf-derived rights^ or grants for the uhcre private 
boiefit of the holders, tlMu inch li^ts^, or privi* 
leges, or whatever diie you choofe to call themv 
are all in tlie ftri^eft fenfe a trujii and it is of the 
very eiience cf every tmfl: to be rendored ji^^itmI- 
abUi and even tot^y to ceaji^ when it fubilan- 
.tially varies from the purpofes for irkiclk alone ic 
could have a lawful exiftence* 

Thh I conceive. Sir, to be true of trufts of 
power tdjked in the hi^iefl llands, and <^ fuch as 
fecm to hoU of no human creatwe^ But abou^ 
the ai^licaticm of thb prinpple to fubordifnate di^ 
ri'uati'ue trufts, I do not fee how a contro^fcrfy can 
be m^tntaiii^«. To. whom thien would I nmke xiie 

Eaa- 
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12 SPEECH ON" MR. FOX^S 

Eaft-India company accountable? Why, to parlil* 
ment, to be fure; to parliament, from whom tl>eir 
truft was derived; to parlianient, which alone is ca- 
pable of comprehending the magnitude of its ob* 
jeA, and its abufe; and alone capable of an effec- 
tual legiflative remedy. The very charter, which 
is held out to exclude parUament from correfting 
malveriati<m' with regard, to the high truft vefted 
in the company, is the very tWng which at once 
^ves a title and impofics a duty on us to interfere 
with effed, wherever power and authority origi- 
nating from ourfelves arc jJerverted from their 
purpofes, apd become inftrUments of wrong and 
violence. . ^ ' -- . 

If parliament, Sir, had nothing to do with thisi 
charter, we might have fome fort of Epicurean 
cxcufe toftand aloof, indifferent fpjeftators of what 
paffes in the company's namfe in India' and in Lon- 
don, But if we are the very caufe of the evil, 
we arc in a fpecial manner engaged to the redrefs; 
and for us paffively to bckr witht)ppreffions comr 
mitted under the ianftion of bur own authority, 
is iii truth and reafon for this houfe to be an ac- 
tive accomplice in the abufe. 
♦ That the power notorloufly, grofsly abufed has 
been bought from us is very certain. But this 
circumftance, which is urged againft the bill, be- 
comes an a'dditional motive for our interference; 
left we ibould be thought to have fold the blood 

of 
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of ihillions of men, for the bafe confideration of 
money. We fold, I admit, all that wc had ta 
fell J that is, our ' authbrity, not our controul. 
We had not a right to make a market of our 
duties. 

I ground myfelf therefore on this principle— 
that if the abufe is proved^ the con trad is broken; 
and we re-enter into all our rights 5 that is, into 
the exercife of all our duties: Our own authority 
h indeed as much a truft originally, as the com. 
pany's authority is a truft derivatively; and it is 
the ufe we mi^e of the refumed power that muft 
juftify or condemn ys in the refumption of it* 
When we have perfedqd the plan laid before us 
by the right honourable mover, the world will 
then fee what it is we deftroy, and what it is wc 
preate. By that t<pft we ftand or fall; and by that 
teft I truft that it will be found in the iffue, that 
we are go}ng to fuperfede a charter abufed to the 
fiill extent qf Jill the powers which it could abufe, 
and exercifed in the plenitude of defpotifm, ty- 
ranny and corruption; and that in one and the 
fame plan, we provide a real chartered fecurity 
/or the righu of nieri cfuelly violated under that 
pharter. 

This bill, and thofe copnecled with if, are in* 
tended to form the magna charta of Hindoftan. 
Whatever the treaty of Weftphalia is to the liberty 
^ the prince^ gnd f jreie cities pf the (empire, an4 

to 
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to the three religions there profeffed— W&alcrcr 
the great charter, the fiatu^ of tallage^ the peti* 
ii&ti of right, and the declaration of right, are to 
Great Britain, thefe hills ar$ to the people of India. 
Of this benefit, I am certain, $htix condition i» 
/capablej and when I know that they are capable 
of more, my vote fliall moft affuredly be for our 
^ving to the full extent of their capacity Qf rci. 
ceiving; and no charter of ^iominion &M ftand 
as a bar in my way to theik* charter of £i£e^y an4 
proteftion. 

The ftrong a&niffian I have ^ade of the com^ 
|any*s rights (I am confcious of it) biiids me tc^ 
<l0 a great deaU I do not prefume ;^o condemn 
thofe who argue a /ri^r/Viagainft the propriety of 
leaving fucb exten&re political powi^s in the hand&f 
<fi a company 4of merchants* I know much is^ 
and much more may be, faid againft fuch a fyftem,. 
But, with my particular ideas apd fentiments, I 
cannot go that way to wprk. I feel an infuperable 
rekiclance in giving my hand Zq deikv/yy any et 
taUilhed inftitution of government, upon a theory^ 
however pla^fible it may be. My experience in 
IMe teaches me nothing clear upon the fabjeft. I 
have known merchants with the fentimepts and 
the abilities of great ftatefmen; and I have feen, 
|)erfons in the rank of ftatefmen, with the concep- 
tioBii ar.d chara<5i:er of pedlars. Indeed, my ob- 
Mvation has furnilhed me with uolhing that is 
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to be fouqd in any habits of life or education^ 
which tends wholly to difqiialify men for the 
funftions of government, but that, by which the 
power of exercifing thofe fundions is very fire- 
quently obtained, I mean a ^irit and habits of 
low cabal and intrigue}, which I have never, in 
one inftance, feen united with a capacity for found 
and manly policy. 

To juflify us in taking the adminiilration of 
their afiairs out of the hands of the £aft-India com- 
pany, on my principles, I muft fee feveral condl* 
tions. ift. The objed affeded by the abufe fliould 
be great and important* ad. The abufe afied* 
|ng this gre^t objeft ought to be a great abufe. 
3d. It ou^t to be habitual, and not accidental. 
4th. It ought to be utterly incurable in the body 
as it now ftands conftituted. All this ought to be 
made as viiible to me as (he light of the fun, be- 
fore I Ihoiild ftrike off an atom of their charter; 
A right honourable gentleman* has (aid, and faid 
I think but onoe, and that very flightly (whatever, 
his original demand for a plan might feem to re- 
quire) that ^^ there are abufes in the company's 
f* government.** If that were all, the fcheme of 
the mover of this bill, the fcheme of his learned 
friend, and his own fcheme of reformation (if he 
has any) are all equally needlefs. There are, and 
inuft be, abufes in all governments. It amounts 

Mr. Pitt. 
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to no more than a nugatory propolition. But be- 
fore I cohlider of what nature thefe abufeS are, of 
which the gentleman fpeaks fb very lightly, per- 
mit me to recall to your recoUeftion the map of ^ 
the country which this abufed chartered right af- 
fefts. This I fhall do, that you may judge whe- 
ther in that map I can difcover any thing like the 
firft of my conditions; that is. Whether the ob- 
ject aifefted by the abufe of the Eaft-India com- 
pany ^s power be of importance fuf&ciently to juC 
tify the meafure and means of reform applied to 
StinthisbilK 

With very few., and thofe inconfiderable inter-r 
•vals, the Britifh dcwfninion, cither in the company's 
name, or in the name^ of princes abfolutely de^ 
pendent upon the company, extends from the 
mountains that feparatc India from Tartary, to 
cape CoiTiorin^ that is, one-and-twenty degrees of 
latitude! 

In the northern parts it is a folid mafs of land, 
about eight hundred miles in length, and four or 
five hundred broad. As you go fouthward, it be- 
comes narrower for a fpace. It afterwards di- 
lates; but narrower or broader, you poffefs the 
^lole eaftern and north-eaftern coaft of that vaft 
country, quite from the borders of Pegu. -r— Ben-, 
gal, Bahar, and Orifla, with Benares, (now un- 
fortunately in our immediate pofleflion) meafiirc 
161,978 fquare Engjiih miles; a territory confi- 
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fiderably larger than the wholekingdom of France. 
Oude, with its dependent province3, is 53>«86 
fquare miles^ not a great deal leis than England^ 
The Carnatick, with Tanjour and the Circars, is 
65,948 fquare miles, very confiderably larger than 
EjQ^nd; and the whole of the company's do- 
minions, comjMTehending Bombay and SaHette^ 
amounts to 281,412 fquare miles; which form$ 
a territory larger than any European daminion, 
Ruffia and Turkey excepted. Through all that 
vaft extent of country there is not a man who 
cats a mouthful of rice but by permiiEoa of the 
Eafirlndia company. 

So far with regard to the extent. The popula- 
tion of this gi*eat empire is nOt eafy to b$ calcu- 
lated. When the countries, of which it is com- 
posed, came into our pofleflipn, they wiere all 
eminently peopled, and eminently prodiicttve; 
though at that time confiderably declined from 
theiy ancient profperity* But fince they are come 
into our hands! ■ i However, if we make the 
period of our eftimate immediately before the utter 
defolation of the Carnatick, and if we allow for 
the havock which our government had even then 
made in thefe regions, we cannot, in my opinion^ 
rate the population at much left than thirty miU 
Hons of fouls; more than four times the number 
of pei^fons in the ifland x)f Great Britain. 

My next inquiry to that of the number, ia the 
Vol, IV. C ij^uality 
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quality and dcfcription of the inhabitants. Tfii^ 
multitude of men does not confift of an abjecl 
and barbarous populace ; much lefs of gangs of 
favages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos^ who 
winder on the wafte borders of the river of Ama-i 
zons, or the Plate; but a people for ages civilized 
and cultivated ; cultivated by all the arts of po* 
liihed life, wMlft we were yet in the woods. 
There, have been (and ftill the fkeletons remain) 
princes once of great dignity, authority, and opu^ 
lence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes 
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient 
and venerable priefthoodj the depofixory of their 
laws, learning, and hiftory, the guides of the people 
whilft Jiving, and their confolation in death ; a 
nobility of great antiquity and renown j a multi- 
tude of cities, not exceeded in population and 
trade by thofe of the firft clafs in Europe; mer- 
chants and bankers, individual houfes 6f whom 
have once vied in capital with the bank of Eng- 
land ; whofe credit had often fupported a totter- 
ing ftatc, and preferved their governments In the 
midft of war and defolation ; millions of ingenious 
manufadurers and mechanicks; millions of the 
moft diligent, and not the leaft intelligent, tillers 
of the earth. Here are to be found almoft all the 
religions profeffed by -men, the Braminical, the* 
Muffulman, the Eaftern and the Weftern Chrif- 
tiau. 

V ■,..^ ' . . Jf 
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If I were to take the whole aggregate of our 
pofTeffions there, I ihould compare it, as the neareft 
parallel I can find, with the empire of Germany, 
Our immediate pofleffionS I fliould compare with 
the Auftrian dominions, and they would not fufFer 
in the comparifon. The nabob of Oude might 
ftand for the king of Pruffia; the nabob of Arcot 
I would compare, as fuperiour iii territory, and 
equal in revenue, to the elcftor of Saxony. Chey t 
Sing, the rajah of Benares, might well rank with 
the prince of Heffe, at leaft ; and the rajah of 
Tanjore (though hardly equal in extent of domi* 
nion, fuperiour in revenue) to the elector of Bava- 
ria. The Polygars and the northern Zemindars, 
and other great chiefs, might well dafs with the 
reft of the princes, dukes, counts, marquiffes, and 
bifliops in the empire ; all of whom I mention to 
honour, and furely without difparagement to 
any or all of thofe moft refpeftable princes and 
grandees. 

All this vaft mafs, compofed of fo many orders 
and claffes of men, is again infinitely diverfified by 
manners, by religion, by hereditary employment, 
through all their poflible combinations. This rcn* 
ders the handling of India a matter in a high de- 
gree critical and delicate. But oh! it has hhcn 
handled rudely indeed. Even feme of the re- 
formers feem to have forgot that they had any 

C a thing 
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thing to do but to regulate the tenants of a ma- 
nor, or the ihopkeepers of the next county town* 

It is an empire of this extent, of this complin 
cated nature, of this dignity and importance, that 
I have compared to Germany, and the Germaa 
government j not for an exaft refemblance, but as 
a fort of a naiddle term, by which Indi^ might be 
s^proximated to our underilandings, and if pof* 
fible to our feelings y in order to awaken fome- 
thing of fympathy for the unfcHtunate natives, cf 
which I am afraid we are not perfeftly fufceptible^ 
whilftewe look at this very remote objed through 
a falfe and cloudy medium. 

My fecond condition, neceflary to juftify me in 
touching the charter, is. Whether the company's 
ahufe of their truft, with regard to this great ob- 
jeft, be an abuic of great atrocity. I Ihall beg 
your permiffion to confider their conduft in two 
lights; firft the political, and then the commer- 
cial. Their political condud (for diftinftnefc) I 
divide again into two headsj the external, in 
which I mean to comprehend their coilduft in 
their federal capacity, as it relates to powers and 
ftates independent, or that not long fince were 
fuch; the other internal, namely their condud to 
the countries either immediately fubjcft to the 
company, or to tJiofe who, under the apparent 
government of native fovereigns, are in a ftatc 
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Inndbi lower, and mudi more o^&rabley than com- 
mon fubjc^tion. 

The attontioa. Sir, which I wi& to preferve to 
method wiU not be con£dered as unneceflary or 
affe^ed. Nothing eUe can hdp me to feledion 
out of the infinite ma£s of materials which have 
pafled under my eye; or can keep my mind ft^dy 
to the great leading points I have in view* 

With regard therefore to the abufe of the ex- 
ternal federal truft, I engage myfelf to you to 
make good tliefe three pofitions:— Rrft, I iay, 
that from mount Imaus, (or whatever eUe you 
call that large range of mountains that walls the 
northern frontier of India) where it touches us 
in the latitude of twenty-nine^ to Cape Como- 
rin, in the latitude of eight, that there is not a 
Jit^U pince, flate, or potentate, great or fmall, in 
India, with whom they have come into contad, 
whom they have not fold. I fayyi/i, though 
fometimes they have not been able to deliver ac- 
cording to their bargain. — SeconHly^ liay, that 
there is not a Jingle treaty they have ever made, 
which they have not broken. — ^Thirdly, I fay, that 
there is not a fingle prince or ftate, who ever put 
any truft in the company, who is not utterly 
ruined; and that none are in any degree fecure 
or flouriflung, but in the exaclpropOrtion to their 
fettled diftruft and irreconcileable enmity to this 
nation. 

C 3 Thefe 
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Thefe affertions are univerfal. I fay in the full 
fenft univerfaL They regard the external aiid po-^ 
litical truft only; but I Ihall produce others fully 
equivalent in the internaL For the prefent, I 
ihall content myfelf with explaining my niieaning; 
and if I am called on for proof whilft thefe bills 
^re depending (which I believe I fliall not) I will 
put my finger on the appendixes to the reports, 
or on papers of record in the houfe, or the com- 
mittees, whichJ have diftincUy prefent to my me- 
^niory, and 'which; I think I can lay before you at 
half an hour's ^warning. 

T%e firft potentate fold by the coiBpany for 
''rhoncy, Was the Great Mogul — the defcendant of 
Tamerlane. This high perfonage, as high as bu- 
sman vei\eration can look at, is by^ every account 
Amiable in his manners, rcfpeftable for his piety 
according to his mode, and accoiT)pliflied in all 
the Oriental literature; All this, and the title cte- 
^rivedim^ef his r/j<?rir^r, to all that we hold in 
India, coUkl not favehin^ from the getieral yi/^. 
Money is coined in his name; in his- name juftice 
is'adminiftered; he is prayed for in every temple 
through the countries we poffefs-^But he was fold. 

It is impofSble, Mr. Speaker, not to paufe here 
for a monient, to refled on the inconftancy (Sf 
human greatnefs, and the ftupendous revolutions 
that have happened in our age of wonders. Could 
it be believed when I entered into exiftertce, c^r 
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When you, a younger man, were born, that on 
this day, in this houfe, we ftiould be employed in 
difcuffing the conduft of thofe Britlfti fubjefts 
^who had difpofed of the pmver and perfon of (he 
Grand Mogul? This is no idle fpeculation. Awful 
Jeffons are taught by it, and by other events, of 
which it is not yet too late to nrofit. 

This is hardly a digreffion; but I return to the 
fale of the Mogul. Two diftrifts. Corah, and Al- 
lahabad, out of his immenfe grants, were refcrved 
as a royal demefne to the donor of a kingdom, 
and the rightful fovereign of fo many nations. — 
After withholding the tribute of 260,000/. a year, 
which the company was, by the charter they had 
received from this prince, under the moft folemn 
obligation to pay, thefe diftricls were fold to his 
chief minifter Sujah ul Dowlah; and, what may 
appear to fome the worft part of the tranfaftipn, 
thefe two diftricts were fold for fcarcely two years, 
purchafe. The defcendant of Tamerlane now 
ttands in need almoft of the common neceffaries 
of life; and in this fituation we do not even al- 
low him, as bounty, the fmalleft portion of what 
we owe him in juftice. 

The next fale was that of the whole nation of 
the RohlUas, which the grand falefman, without a 
pretence of quarrel, and contrary to his own de- 
clared fenfe of duty and rectitude, fold to the fame 
Sujab ul Dowlah. He ibid the people to utter ex- 
C 4 iirpaiion^ 
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tirpatmj for the fum of four hundred t}K)ufand 
pounds. Faithfully was the bargain performed^pn 
our fide. Hafiz Rhamet, the moll eminent of 
their chiefs, one of the braveft men of his time, 
and as famous through6ut the Eaft for/ the ele*. 
gance of his literature, and the fpirit of his po- 
etical compofitions (by which he fupported the 
name of Hafiz) as for his courage, was , invaded 
with an army of an hundred thomfand men, and 
an Englifh brigade. This man, at the head of in- 
feriour forces was flain valiantly fighting for his 
country. His head was cut off, and delivered for 
money to a barbarian. His wife and children, per* 
fons of that rank, were fecn begging an handful 
of rice through the Englifli camp^ The whole na- 
tion, with inconfiderablc exceptions, was flaugh* 
tered or banifhed. The country was laid wafte^ 
with fire and fword ; and that land, diftinguiftied 
above mod others by the cheerful face of pater- 
nal government and protefted labour, the chofen 
feat of cultivation and plenty, is jnow aiflaoft 
throughout^ dreary defert, covered Ayitli rufhes 
and briers, and jungles full of wild be^s. 

The Britiflx ofilcer who commanded in the de- 
livery of the people thus fdd, felt fome compunc- 
tion at his employment. He reprefented thefe 
ipnormous exceifes to the prefident of Bengal, for 
which he received a fevere reprimand fromthecivil 
governor; and I much doubt whether the breach 
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xjaufed by the oonflift, between the compftfllon of 
the mUkary and the firmoefe of th^ civU gover- 
nor, be dcrfed at this hour. 

In BcBgal, Seraja Dowla was fold to Mir Jaffier; 
Mir Jaffier was fold to Mir Coffitn; and Mir Ctrf. 
fim was fold to Mir Jaffier a^in. The fucoeflioa 
to Mir Jaffier was fold tx) his eldcft fon; — another 
fon of Mir Jaffier, Mobarech ul Dowia, was fo^i 
to his ftep-jnother-^The Maratta empire was fold 
to Ragoba; and Ragoba was ibid and delivered 
to the Peiihwa of the Marattas. Both Ragoba 
and the Peifhwa of the Marattas were ofiered to 
fale to the rajah of Berar. Scindia, the chief of 
Malva, was ol&red to iale to the fame rajah), and 
the Subah of the Dccan was fold to the great 
trader Mahomet AU, nabob of Arcot. To the 
lame nabob of Arcot they fold Hyder Ali and the 
kingdom of MyficMf e/ To Mahomet Ali they twice 
fold tb^ kingdom of Tanjore. TTo the fame Maho- 
ixiet Aii they fold at leaft twelve fovereign princ^ 
called the Polygars. But to keep things even, the 
territory'' of Tinnivelly, belonging to their nabob, 
they would have fold to the Dutch ; and to con* 
elude the account of falcs, their great cuftomer, the 
n^ob of Arcot himfelf, and his lawful fuccdfion, 
has bqen fold to his fecond fon. Amir \& Omrah, 
whofe charafter, views, and conduft, are in thfc 
accounts upon your tabic. It remains with yxm 
wiwthm' they fliill finally pcrfed this laft bargain. 

AU 
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All thefe bargains and Tales were regularly at- 
tended with the wafte and havock of the country, 
always by the buyer, and fometimes by the object 
of the fale. This was explained to you by the 
honourable mov^, when he dated the mdde of 
paying debts due from the country powers tb the 
company. An honourable gentleman, who i^ not 
How in his place, objected to his junlping near 
Iwo thouland miles for an example. But the 
fouthem example is perfedly applicable to the 
j[iorthern claim, as the northern is to the fduthern; 
for, throu^out the whole fpace of thefe two thou- 
{and miles, take your ftand where you will, the 
proceeding is perfectly uniform, and what is done 
in one part will apply exaftly to the other. 
' My fecond affertion is, that the company never 
has made a treaty which they have not broken. 
This pofition is fo connected with that of thefaleis 
of provinces and kingdoms, with the negotiation 
of univerfal diftraclion in every part of India, that 
a very minute detail may well be fpared on this 
point. It has not yet been contended, by any 
enemy to the reform, that they have obferved. any 
publiek agreement. When I hear that they have 
done fo in any one inftarice (which hitherto, I 
ctonfefs, I, never heard alleged) I fhall fpeak to the 
particular ;treaty. The goyernour general has'even 
amufed himfelf and the court of direAors in a very 
ficigular letter to that bpard, in which he adniits he 
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has not been very delicate '^x^th regard to publick 
faith; and he goes fo far as to ftate a regular efti^ 
mate of the fiims which the company would have 
loft, or never acquired, if the rigid ideas of pul> 
lick faith entertained by his colleagues had been 
obfervcd.' ♦ITie learned gentleman over againft 
me has indeed faved me much trouble. On a for- 
mer occafion he obtained no fmall credit, for the 
clear and forcible manner in which he ftatcd what 
we have not forgot, and 1 hope he has not forgot, 
that uniif erfal fyftematick breach of treaties which 
had made the Britifh faith proverbial in the Eaft. 
It only remains. Sir,* for me juft to recapitulate 
^(Mne heads. — ^The treaty with the mogul, by which 
we ftipulated to pay him 26o,oool. annually, was 
broken. This treaty they have broken, and not 
paid him a (hilling. ITiey broke their treaty with 
him, in which they ftipulated to pay ' 4'oo;oool. a 
year to the foubah of Bengal. They iigreed with 
the mogul, for fervices admitted to have been per* 
•formed, to pay Nudjif Cawn a peniion. They 
broke this article with the reft, and flopped alfo 
this fmall peniion. 1rhfeyl>roke their treatieswith 
- the nizam, and with Hyder Ali. As tb the Ma- 
rattas, they had fd man^ crofs trWies with the 
ftates general of that natidn, and with each of the 
chiefs, that it was notorious that no one of thefe 
agreements tould be kept without grbf^y violate 

♦ Mr. Dundas, lord Advocate of Scotland. 
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ing the ^eft. It was obfervcd, that if the terms of 
thefe feveral treaties had been kept, two Britifh 
armies would at one and the fame time have met 
in the field to cut each other's throats. The wans 
which defolate India, originated from a moft atro- 
cious violation of publick f^th on our part. In the 
midft of profound peace, the company's troops in- 
vaded the Maratta territories, and fiirprifed the 
ifland and fortrefs of Salfette. The Marattas ne- 
ver thelels yielded to a treaty of peace, by which 
folid advantages were procured to the company. 
But this treaty, like every other treaty, was ioon 
violated by the company. Again the company 
invaded theMaratta dominions. The difafter that 
cnfued gave occafion to anew treaty. The whole 
army of the company was obliged, in efFedt, to fur- 
jrender to this injured, betrayed, and infuked 
people. Juftly irritated, however, as they were, 
.the terms which they prefcribed weie reafonabk 
and moderate; and their treatn^ent of their cap- 
tive invaders of the mo^ diftinguilhed humanity. 
But the humanity of the Marattas was of no power 
whatfoeVer to prevail on the company to attend 
to the obfervance of the terms di<ftated by their 
moderation. The war was renewed with greater 
vigour than ever; and fuch was their infatiable 
luft of plunder, that they never would have given 
ear to any terms of peace^^ if Hyder Ali had not 
broke through the Gauts, and rufhing like a tor- 
rent 
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rent into the Camatick, fwept away cVery thing in 
his career. This was in confequence of that con* 
federacy, which by a fort of miracle united the 
mci^ dtfcordant powers fbn our ^ftru^ion, as a 
nation in which no other could put any truft^ anft 
who were the declared enemies.of the human fpe* 
cies. . • 

It is very remarkable^ that the late controverfy 
between the fevcral prefidencies, and between thenv 
and the court of cfireckors, with relati(Hi to thefc 
wars and treaties, has not been, which of the par- 
ties mi^ht be defended for his ihare in them; but 
on which of the parties the guilt of all this load 
of perfidy fliould be fixed. But I ^m content to 
admit aH thefe proceedings to be perfeAly regular^^ 
to be full of honour and good faith; and wifh to 
fix your attention folely to that fingle tranfadion 
which the advocates of this fyftem feleft for fo 
tr^nfcendent a merit as to cancel the guilt of aljif 
the reft of their proceedings; I meaft the late trca* 
ties with tl^ Marattas. 

I make no obfervation on the total cefBon of ter- 
ritory, by which they furrendered all they had 
obtained by their unhappy fueceffes iu war, and 
almoft all they had obtained under the treaty of 
iPoorundert The rcftitution was proper, if it had 
been voluntaiy and feafonable. I attach on the 
i|)iritof the tfeaty,.the difftofitions^ it Ihewed, the 
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provifions it made fpr a general ppace, and the 
faith kept with allies and confederates; in order 
that the houfe may form a judgment, from this 
chofen piece, of the ufe which has been made (and 
t$ likely tp b^ made, if things continue in the fame 
hand^) of the truft of the federal ppwcrs. of thia^ 
country. 

It was the wifh of alnioft every Englifhman, that 
the Maratta peace might lead to a general one ; 
becaufe the Maratta war was only a part of a 
general confederacy formed againft us on account, 
of the univerfal abhorrence of our conduct which 
prevailed in every ftate and almoft in every Koufe 
in India. Mr. Haftings . was obliged to pretend 
fome fort of acquiefcen^ce in this general and ra- 
tional defire. He therefore confented, in order to 
fatisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, tha^ 
an article flhould be inferted to admit Hyder All 
to accede to the pacification. But obferve. Sir, 
the fpirit of this man (which if it were not made 
manifeft by a thoufand things, and particularly 
by his proceedings ^xith regard to lord Macartney) 
would be fufficiently manifeft by this — ^What fort 
of article think you does he require this effentiaj 
head of a folemn treaty of general pacification to 
be? In his inftruftion to Mr. Anderfon, he de- 
fires him to admit "a vague article'* in favour ofv, 
HydeJr. Evafion and fraud were the declared bafis 
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of the treaty. Thefe vague articles, intended for 
a more vague performance, are the things which 
have damned our reputation in India. 

Hardly was this vague article inferted, than, 
without waiting for any act on the part of Hyder, 
Mr. Haftings enters into a negotiation with the" 
Maratta chief, Scindia, for a partition of the ter. 
ritories of the prince who was one of the objefts 
to be fecured by the treaty. He was to be par- 
celled out in three parts— one to Scindia; one to 
the peiflxwa of the Marattas ; and the third to the 
Eaft India company, or to (the old dealer and 
chapman) Mahomet Ali. 

During the formation of this projefl, Hyder* 
dies; and before his fon could take any one ftep, 
either to conform to the tenour of the article, or 
to contravene it, the treaty of partition is renewed 
on the old footing, and an inftru<flioii is fent to 
Mr. Anderfon to conclude it in form. 

A circumftance intervened, during the pen- 
dency of this negotiation, to fet off the good faith 
of the company with an additional brilliancy, and- 
to make it fparkle and glow with a variety of 
fplendid faces. General Matthews had reduced 
that moft valuable part of Hyder's dominions called 
theCountry of Biddenore. When the news reslched 
Mt. Haftings he inftruded Mr. Anderfon to con- 
tend for an alteration in the treaty of partition, 
and to take the Biddenore country out of thecom- 
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mon ftoek whkh was to be divided, and to keep 
it for the company. 

The firft ground for this variation was its being 
a feparate conqueft made before the treaty had ac- 
tually taken j^ace. Here was a new proof given 
of the feirnefs, equity, and moderation of the 
company. But the fecond of Mr. Hafting^'s rea- 
fbnsfor retaining the Biddenoreas a feparate porv 
tion, and his condud on that fecond ground, is 
Hill more remarkable. He afferted that that coun- 
try could not be put into the partition ftock, be- 
caufe general Matthews had received it on the. 
terms of fome convention, which might be incora* 
patibk^ with the partition propofed. This was a 
reafon in itfelf both honourable and foHd ; and it 
fliewed a regard to faith fomewhere, and with 
ibme perfons. But in order to demonftrate his 
utter contemJ)t of the plighted faith which was 
alleged on one part as a reafon for departing from 
it on another, and to prove his impetuous defire 
for fowing a new war, even in the prepared foil 
of a general pacification, hedirefts Mr. Ahderfon,. 
if he fhould find firong difficulties impeding the 
partition, on the fcore of the fubtradion of Bid- 
denore, wholly to abandon that claim, and to con-^ 
di^de the treaty on the original terms. General 
J^atthews's convention was juft brought forwjird 
fufficiently to demonftrate to the Marattas the flip- 
pery hold which they had on their new confede- 
rate j 
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totei dti Ac Other hand that cohventioir being ta* 
fisuitly abandoned, the pa:)fifle of India Wi^r^ taughf^ 
Aat no^ terms on which they can fowender to the 
company are to be regarded when farther con* 
quefts are in View. 

Next, Sir, let me bring before you the p4ou« 
Care that was taken df our allies Under tliat treaty 
which 18 the fubjeft of the company*s applaiifeSw 
Thefe allies were Ragonaut Row, for whoftl we 
had engaged to find a throne) the Gi^kkwar, (oac 
of the Guzerat princes) who wag to be emanci* 
pated from the Maratta authcwrity, and to groW- 
greatby feveral acceflions of doniiniofe j and la^, 
the rana of GohiKl, with whom we had entered 
Into a treaty of partition for eleven fixteenths ftrf* 
our joint conquefts* Some of thefe Ineftimable fo 
cutiti^es, called tktgue articles, were ii^rted iii fa^ 
vour of them all. 

As to the firft, the iinhaj^ abdicated pdfhwa^ 
and pretender to the Marattci throne, Ragonaut 
Row was delivered up to hist people, with a<i ar- 
ticle for Mety, and fome provifion. This man, 
knowing how little vague the hatred of his coun- 
trymen was towards him^ and well apprifed of 
* what bkck crimes he ftood accufed (an^iong which 
our invaiion of his country would not appear the 
leaft) took a mortal alarm at the fecitrity we had 
provided' for him. He was thunderftruck at the 
article in his favour, by which hei^i^ furrendered 
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.10 his eiiefnies. He never had the leaft notice of 
the treaty; and it was apprehended 4hat hew^uld 
fly to t;heprotedion of Hyder Ali, or Tome other^ 
.difpofed or able to proted him. He was therefore 
not left without comfort; for Mr. Anderfon did 
Jhim the favour to fend a fpedal meffenger, defir- 
ing him to be qf good cheer and to fear nothing* 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our requeft, fent 
iiim a meflage equally well calculated to quiet his 
:apprehenfions. 

By the lame treaty the Guickwar was to come 
again^ iKdth no better fecurity, under the domir 
nion of the Maratta ftate« As to the rana of Go* 
liud^ a long negotiation depended for giving him 
Up. At firft this was refuied by Mr« Haftings with 
great indignation; at another ibge it was admits 
.tejd as proper^ becauie he had fliewn himfelf a moft 
perfidious perfon* But at length a method of 
reconciling thefe extremes was found out, by con- 
triving one of the ufual articles in his fevouri 
Whaf I believe wiB appear beyond all bcKcfv Mr. , 
Anderfon exchanged the £nal ratifications of that 
treaty by which the rana was nominally fecured in 
his poffeiHons, in the camp of the Maratta diief^ 
§c5ridia, wliilft he was (really, and not nominally) 
battering the caftle of Gualior, which we had 
^i\>'en, agreeably to treaty, to this deluded ally, 
^india had already reduced the town; and was 
^t tae.yery time^ by various detachments, reduc- 
es ' ^. : ...ing, 
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ing, one after another^thcfbrtrcflesQf pur pro- 
teded ally, as well as in the ad of chaftifing aUthe 
rajahs who had affiiUd colonel Carnac in hisinva- 
fion. I have feen in a letter from C^lctttta, 'tiiat 
the rana of Gohud's agent would have reprefented 
t^ieie hoililities (which i^ent h^ndin band with the 
proteding treaty) to Mr. Haftingsj but he wag 
not admitted to his prefence. 

In this manner the pompany has aded with tkeir 
allies in the Maratta war. But they did not reft 
here: the Marattas were fearful left the perfons 
delivered to them by that treaty fhould attempt to 
efcape into the Britifh territories, and thus might 
elude the punifhment intended for them, and by 
reclaiming the treaty, might ftir up new difturbr 
ances. To prevent this, they defired an article tp 
be inferted in the fupplemental treaty, to which 
they had the ready confent of Mr. HafHngs, and 
the reft of the company's reprcfentatives in Bcn^r 
gal. It wa^ this, " That the Englifli and Maratta 
** governments mutually agree not to afford re- 
** fuge to any chiefs ^ menhants^ or other perfons^ 
** flying for prote6tion to the territories of the 
** other." Thiswasreadilyaflentedto,andaffented 
tQ without any exception whatever, in fevour of 
our furrendered allies. On their part a reciprocity 
was ftipulated which was not unnatural for a go** 
vernment like l;he company's to alk; a govern- 
ment confcious that many fubjeds had been, and 
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wottMfea fuS^re be, cirivch to fly from its jui'tt 
^iaiott.- 

To con^let^ f he fyfteiti of padfick intention and 
^mblic^^felth, wMch predominate in thefe treaties, 
Mt. Haftitt^ feirify refolved to put all peace, ex- 
^eept Oh the tef^s of abfolute conqueft, wholly out 
t)f his own power. For, by an article in this ie^ 
Gond treaty with Sdhdik, he binds tiic company 
%iot to make any peace with Tippoo Saheb, with- 
^vCt the cohfent of the peifliwa of the Marattas; 
ttnd binds Scindia to him by a 4rcdprocal engage- 
Shent. The treaty between France and England 
obliges us tnutuaBy to withdraw our forces, if out 
'^ies in IncUa do not accede to the peace within 
four monftfas; Mr. Haftings^s treity obliges us to 
tbntimicthewar as long as th&pdfliwa thinks fit. 
We are now in that happy fituation, that the breach 
fef the treaty with France, or the violation of that 
with theMarkttas, is inevitabk; and we have only 
to take our choice. 

' My third aflertion, relative to the abtife made 
of the right of war and peace fe, that there ard 
lionewho have ever confided in us who have not 
been utterly ruined. The examples I haVe givei» 
of Ragonaut Row, of Cuickwar, of the rana of 
Gohud, are recent. There is proof more than 
enough in the condition of the mogul j in the 
flavery and indigence of the nabob of Oudej the 
exile of tlac rajah of Benajesj the beggary of the 
' aabob 
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tiatK^of Beng^; the undone and captive condi* 
4ion of the rajah and kingdom of Tanjourj the 
deftrud^ion of the polygars; and laftly, in the de- 
ftruftion of the nabob of Arcot hiniiaf, who^ 
when his dominions were invaded, was found ei^<* 
tirely deftitute of troops, provifions, ftor^, an4 
(as he s^erts) of money, being a. million in de)>t to 
the company, and four million^ to others:, the 
many millions which he had extorted firom fo 
many extirpated princes and their defblated coun- 
tries having (as he has frequently hinted) been ex* 
pended for the ground rent of his nunfion-houfie 
in an alley in the fuburbs of Madras. Compare 
the condition of aU t^efe princfs with the power 
^nd authority of all the Maratta ftates; with the 
independ^ice and dignity of the Spubah of the 
Pecan; and the mighty ftrength, the refources, 
^nd the manly ftruggle of Hyder Alij and then 
the houfe will difcover the eflFefts on every power 
in India, of an eafy confidoice, or of a rooted dif? 
truft in the faith of the company. 

Thefe are fome of my reafons, grounded on the 
abufe of the external political truft of that body, 
for thinking myfelf not onlyjuftified, but bound, 
to declare againft thofe chartered rights which pro? 
duce fo many prongs; I ihould deem myfelf the 
wickedeft of men, if any vote of mine could con* 
pAhvLtc to the continuance of fo greatan evil. 

Now, i^r^ according to the plan I propofedj I 
D3 IhaU 
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ffiall take notice of the company *s internal goire?rn- 
ment, as it is exercifed firft on the dependent pro- 
vinces, and then as it afFe^ls thofe under the cjireft 
a:nd immediate authority of that body. And here j 
Sir, brforc I enter into the fpirit of their interiouf 
government, permit nie to' obferve to you, upon 
% few of the many linei of difference which arc to 
be found between the vices of the company's go- 
vernment, and thoifis of the conquerors who pre- 
ceded us in India; that we may be enabled a little 
the better to fee our way in an attempt to the ne- 
ccflary reformation, r 

The feveral irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and 
Pcrfians, into India were, for the greater part, fe- 
rocious, bloody, and waftefiil in the extreme: 
our entrance into the dominion of that country, 
was, as generally, with finall comparative efiufion 
of Wood; being introduced by various frauds and 
delufions, and by takingadvantage of theincuraWe, 
blind, and fenfelefe animofity, which the fevetal 
country powers bear towards each other, rather 
than byopen force. But the difference in favour of 
the firft conquerors is this ; the Afiatick conquerors 
ver)' foon abated of their ferocity, becaufe they 
made the conquered country theii^ own. They 
rofe or fen with the rife or fall of the territory 
they lived in. Fathers there depofited the hopes 
of their pdlerity; and children there behdd the 
iriimuments of their fathers. Here their Jot was 
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fimilly call; and it is the natural wifh of all, ik^ 
theijT lot ftiould not be caft in a^ bad land. Poverty, 
ilerility, and defection, are not a recreating prof- 
pe^ to the eye of manj and there ve very fiejv 
who can bear to grow old amcmg the curfes erf a 
whole people. If their paffion or. their avarice 
drove the Tartar lords to, afts .of rapacity or ty- 
ranny, there was time enough, even in the ihort 
fife of man, to bring round the ill efFefts of an 
abufe of power upon the power itfelf. If ho^r$ls 
were made by violence and tyranny, they w;etc 
ijbill domefitick hoards; and domeftick profufio_% 
or the rapine of a more powerful and prodigal 
hand, reftored them to the people. With ms^y 
diforders, and with few political checks upon 
power, nature had ftill fair play j . the iburces of 
acquiiition were not dried up; and therefore the 
trade, the manufacfaires, and the commerce of the 
CQuntry flourifhed. Even avarice and ufury itfelf 
operated, bpth for tijc pf efervatioii and the em«^ 
plpyment of national ijgirealth. The hufbandniaq 
and manufafturer paid heavy intereft, but then 
they augmented the fund from whence they were 
again to borrow. Their refources were , dearly 
bought, but they were fure; and the general ftock 
of the community grew by the general effort. . . 
- But under the Englilh government all this order 
U reverfed. The Tartar invafion was mifchievous; 
but it i^ our protedion that deftroys India^ , Jt 
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wad tirtir enittity, but it is our fricndlhip. CRir 
tonqueft there, after twenty years, is as crude at 
it was the firft day. The natives fcarcdy know 
ifrhat it is to fee the grey head of an Englilhnian. 
Young men (boys almoft) govern there, without 
fociety, and without sympathy with the natives. 
They have no more foeial habits with the people, 
than if they ftill refided in England; nor indeed 
any Q)ecie$ of intercourfe but that which is necef* 
ikry to making a fudden fortune, with a view to 
a remote fettkmcnt. Animated with all the ava- 
rice of age, and all the impetuofity of youth, they 
toll in one after another; wave after wave; and 
there is nothing before the eyes of the natives but 
5inendle(s, hopelefs profpeft of new flights of bird^ 
of prey and paffage, with appetites continually 
renewing for a food that is continually wafting. 
Every rupee of profit made by an Engliihman is 
loft for ever to India. With us are no retributory 
fupcrftitions, by which a foundation of charity 
compenfates, through ages, to the poor, for the 
tapinc and,injuftice of a day. With us no pride 
ercftsftately monuments which repair the mif- 
thiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn 
a country out of its own fpoib. England has 
crefted no churdhes, no hofpitals,* no palaces, ho 
fchools; England has built no btidges, made no 

♦The paltry foundation at Calcutta is scarcely worth nam* 
ip^ as an exceptioti. 

high 



Digitized by 



Google 



high roads*, cut no navigations, dug out no refoi* 
, voirSf Every other conqueror o( every other dc^ 
fcription has left fome monument, either of ftatc 
or beneficence, behind him. Were we to be 
driven out of India this day, nothing would re^- 
inain, to tell that it had been poflefTed, during the 
inglorious period of our dominion, by any thing 
better than the ouran^outang or the tiger. 

There is nothing in the boys we tfend to India 
worfe, than in the boys whom we are whipping at 
fchool, or that we fee trailing a pike, or bending 
over a defk at home. But as Englifh youth in 
India drink the intoxicating draught of authority 
and dominion before their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full grown in fortune long be- 
fore they are ripe in principle, neither nature nor 
teafon have any opportunity to exert themfeLvet 
for remedy of the exceffes of their premature 
power. The confequences of their condud, which 
in good minds, (and many of theirs are j^obably 
fuch) might produce penitence or amendment^ are 
unable to purfue the rapidity of their flight. Thdr 
prey is lodged in England; and the cries of India 
arc given to fcas and winds,, to be blown about» 
in every breaking up of the monfoon, over a re» 
mote and unhearing ocean. In India all the vices 
operate by which fudden fortune is acquired ; in 
England are often difplayed by the feme perfons, 
the virtues which difpenfe hereditary wealth. .Ar. 
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lived in England^ the deftroyers of the nobilitj: 
and gentry of a whole kingdom will find the beft 
company in this nation, at a board of elegance and 
hofpitality. Here the manufadurer and hufband* 
man will ble£$ the juft and pundual hand that in 
India has torn the cloth from the loom, or wreftcd 
the fcaoty portion of rice and {alt from the peafai>t 
of Bengal, or wrung from him the very opium in 
which he forgot his opjAreffions and his opprelTor. 
They marry into your families; they enter into 
ypur fenatej they eafe your eftates by loans; they 
faife their value by demand; they cheriih and 
proteft your relations which lie heavy on your pa* 
tronage; and there is fcarcely an houfe in the 
kingdom that does not feel fome concern and in? 
tereft that makes all reform of our eaftern govern* 
mctit appear officious and di%ufting; and on the 
whole, a moft difcouraging attempt* In fuch an,at« 
tempt you h^ thofe who are aUe to return kin4r 
nefc, or to refent injury. If yoa fucq^,- jou 
'£ive thofe who cannot fo much as give ydi thaaks. 
All thefe things fhew the difficulty of the work 
we have on hand: but they fhew its ncceffity too. 
Our Indian government is in its beft ftate a gricv^ 
ance. It is neteffary that the; correftives ihpuld 
be uncommonly vigorous; and the work of men, 
£inguine, warm, and even impaflioncd in t^ 
caufe. But it is an arduous thing to plead ^^uaft 
abufes of a power which originates frctfn yfi^T oy/ici 
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cbttatiy, and aficAs thofe whom we are ufed to 
confidef as firangers. 

1 IhaM certainly endeavour to modulate myfelf 
to this temper; though I am fenfible that a cold 
ftyle of defcribing aftions which appear to me in 
a very affefting light, is equally contrary to the 
juftice due to the people, and to all genuine hu- . 
man feelings about them. I alk pardon of truth 
and nature for this compliance. But I fliall be 
very fparing of epithets either to perfons or things. 
It has been faid (and, with regard to one of them, ^ 
with truth) that Tacitus and Machiavel, by their 
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have in 
fthne fort appeared not to difapprove them j that 
they feem a fort of profeffors of the art of ty- 
ranny, and that they corrupt the minds of thdr 
readers, by not cxprefling the del cftation and hor- 
raurthat naturally belong to horribleand deteftable 
procee^ngs. But we are in general^ Sir, fo little 
acquainted with Indian details; the inftruments 
of 6ppreffion under which the people fuflFer are fo 
hard to be underftood; and even the very names 
of the fufferers are fo uncouth and ftrange to our 
earsi, that it is very difficult for our fympathy to 
fix upon thefe objefts. I am fure that fome of us 
have come down flairs from the committee-room, 
with impreffions on our minds, which to us were 
the inevitable refults of our difcoveries, yet if we 
fliould venture to exprefs ourfelves, in the proper 
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language of pur fenthnent^, to othf f geotlop^ii^ 
not at all prepared Cb enter intothe csml/b of thiem^ 
nothing could appear more har^h and <i«flbnapt, 
more violent and unaccoqntabky than oiyr lan- 
guage and behaviour. All thefe cir<wnftanccs are 
not, I confefs, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at all. But there we 
are; there we are placed by th? Sovereign pit 
pofer; and we muft do the hdk we can in our 
fituation. The iituation of man U the preceptor 
of his duty. 

Upon the plan which I laid down, and to which 
I beg leave to return, I was coniidering th^ con^ 
dud of the company to thofe nations whi(& ar« 
indire<My fubjed to their authority. The moft 
confideraUe of the dependent princes is the nabobs 
erf Oude. ^'My r\ght honourable friend, to whom 
*we owe th^e remedial bills on youf tablo, hatSMil* 
ready pdintedrput to you, in one pf the repo^^c^ 
the condition of that prince, ami as it ftf^pd ii> 
the time he alluded to. I ihall only add ar few 
. ^rcumftances that may tend to awaken Xome fenfe 
of the manner in which the Condition of the peo|dc 
is afieded by that of the prince, and involved in 
it} and to fhew you, that when we talk of the 
fufierings of princes, we do not lament the op- 
preffion of individuals ; and that in thefc cafes thj^ 
high Ind the low fuffer together* 

♦Mr- Fox, 
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In iKfe yd» i'/yj^f^c habdb^f Chxdt teprefenu 
<tdj through the Britak fefident at his d3urt, that 
the nBftfibeir 6f company's troops ftationcSd in his 
tiomioionSW^s attiain fcaufe'of his diftrefs; and 
that all thofe ^hich he \<^as ^lot bound by treaft^ 
to maintain fhould be withdrawn, as they had 
^eatly diihiniflicd his revenue, and impoveriflied 
his country. I will read you, if you plcstfe, a fc>;r 
Tjxtrafts from thefe reprefentations. ^ , 

He ftates, ** that thfe country and cultiiratioxi ^ 
** at'e abandoned ; and this year in particular, -^ ^ 
** item tfas excdfrire Arought df the feafon, deduc* " ^ 
** tJeris^'of tti^y ladcS liavihg been allowed to the -^ ^ 
•^ fkrjWets,^Who'atfe ftill-left uniatisfied;'' and then ^' -^ 
iie J)roci3cras %iih 1 ^ong detail of his own diftrefs, r ^ 
tfndt^^t^ his fatally, and all his dependants}^ » 
tod ttflds, *^ that thfe tiew-raifed brigade is not ^ ^' 
^* 'onfy quite ufelefs to my government^ but h > 
^* moreover *the caufe ctf nfmch lofs^ both in reve- 5^ 
** nues and cuftcms. The detached body of troops *'' 

* utid^ European officers bring nothing btii ccru' 
'^'fdfkfK io the affkirs rf my government^ and are en^ 
^^thrlftheir own mafters.** Mr. Middleton, Mr^ 
Hifiings's confidential refident, vouches for the ^ 
truth of this reprefentation in its fulleft extent* 

** f attx'concemed to confefs, that there is too good 

* ground for this plea. . "The misfortune has been 
^^ general throughout t)^ whole of the vizier^s [the 
^ nabob of Oude^ dofninhns, obvious to every 

** body^* 
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** body; and fo fatal have been its confequenees, 
•' that no petfon of either credit or charafter, 
** would enter into engagements with government 
** for fanning the country/* He then proceeds 
to give ftrong inftances of the general calamity^ 
and its effects. 

It was now to be feen what fteps the governor- 
general and council took for the relief of this dif- 
treffed country^ long labouring under the vexai- 
tions of men, and now ftricken by th^ hand of 
God. Hhey^€ of a general famine is knoMoi to 
relax the feveiity even of the moft rigorous go^ 
vemment. — ^Mr. Haftings does not deny, or fhcw 
the leafl doubt of the fact. The reprefentation is 
humble, and'almoft abjed. On this rqp|^fenta« 
tion ^om a great prince of the difbrefs of his iub^ 
jeds,Mr. Haftings falls into a violent paflion; fuch 
(as it feems) would be unjufUfiable in any one who 
fpeaks of any part of his condud. He declares^ 
*' that the demands^ the tone in which they were 
*^ afferted, and the feajbn in which they were 
^^ made, are all equally alarming, and appear tn 
^^ him to require an adequate degree of. finamusft 
** in this board, in oppojitim to them.'* He'^o^ 
ceeds to deal out very unreferved language^ on 
the perfon and chara Aer of the nabob and liis wlu 
nifters. He declares, that in a diviiion between 
him and the nabob, " the Jirongeji mujl decide*^ 
With regard to the urgent and ipflant neceffity^ 
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from tte Mure of the. crops, hefky^, ^* that fen^ 
^* /6^/i ^xpgdients may be found for affordii^g a ' 
^^gradtml relief from the burthen of which he i^^ 
<« heavily complains, kmi it feall b6 my-en^eavour 
^« t<> feek them out:'' and left he fliould be S^£^ 
peeled of too much hafte to idleviate iu£^ings« 
and to remove violence, he fays, "that th^e rauft 
" be ^r^«^//j applied, and their complete g^^ 
" may be dijiant\ and this I conceive is all he cai| 
" claim of right/' 

This complete effeft of his lenity is di^ant in-^ 
•4eed» Rejeding this demand, (as he calls the na- 
bob's abject fupplicatipn) he attributes it| as hp 
Ufually does all things pf the kind, to the divilloni 
iu their government; and lays, " thii is a power* 
" ful motive with nie (however inclined I might 
** be, upon any otb^r qccafim-y to yield to fome part 
" of his demand) to giye them ah ahfiluU and un^ 
^' conditional refufal upon the prefent; and even ta 
•* hrin^ to punijhment^if my influence can produce that 
** fffe6li thofe incendiaries who have endeavoured t9 
** mske thmfelves the injiruments of diviftm between 



« usr 



Here, Sir, is much heat and pallion} but no 
more confideration of the diftrefs of the country, 
from a failure of the means of fubfiftence, and (if 
'poffible) the worfe evil of an ufelefs and licentious 
foldiery, than if they were the moft contemptible 
of all trifles. A let-ter is written in co|)i^uence^ 
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in fuch a ftyle of lofty defpotifm^ as I bdicvc his 
Mtlierto been imcicanipled and unheard-of in the 
tccctfds of the Eaft* The troops were continued^ 
iThe gradual relief, whofc effeft was to be fo di/* 
flinty has never been fubftantially and beneficially 
«pplied«-«*an^ the country is ruined* 

Mr. Haitings, two years after, when it was too 
kte, law the abfoliite neccflity of a removal of 
the intolerable grievance of this licentious foldiery, 
which, under pretence of defending it, held the 
country under military execution. A new treaty 
and arrangement, according to the pleafure of 
Mr. Hafiings, took place; and this new treaty was 
broken in the old manner, in every effential ar*- 
tide. The foldiery v^cvt again fent, and again fet 
loofe. The eflBsA of all his manoeuvres, from 
which it feems he was (anguine enough to enters 
tain hopes, upon the ilate of the country, he him- 
felf informs us, " the event has proved the reverfe 
** of his hopes, and accumulation of dijlrefs^ debafe^ 
•* meni^ and diffatisfaSiion to the nabob, and dif- 
** appointmeftt and.difgrace /(?. /w^.— Every meafurc 
" [which he had himfelf propofed3^ has been fo 
•* conduced as to give him caufe of difjdeafurej 
** there are no officers cftablifhed by which his af- 
*^ fairs could be regularly conduced ; mean, in- 
** capable, and indigent men have been appointed^ 
•* A number of the diftrifts without authority, 
^ and without the means of perfonal protraction ; 
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^^ fome of them have been murdered by the ze- 
♦* mindars, and thofe zemindars, inftead of pti- 
** niftiment, h^ve befefi permitted to retain their 
*^ zcmindaries, with independent authority; ali 
*' the other zemindars furfered to rife up in rebel- 
*' lion, and to infult tfie authority of the fircai*, 
*' without any attempt maide to fiipprefs them; 
'' and the company^s debt, inftead of teing dif- 
*' charged by the affignn^ients and e^ti'aordinary 
" fources of money provided for that purpo/cy is 
*^ likely to es^ceed even the amount ai which iijlood at 
*' the time in which the arrangement with his excellency 
^\was concluded.^^ The houfe will fmile at the fe- 
fource on which the directors take credit as fuch 
a certainty^ in their curious accbuiit. 

This is Mr* Haftings^s o^ti Narrative of the ef- 
fects of his owli fettiemtfntw Hiis is th^ ftate of 
the country which ^€? have been told is ifa petfecl 
peace and order j and, \\\i2X is curious, lie informs 
us, that every part of this was foretold to him in the 
order and manner in which it happened ^ at the very 
time he made bis atrangetoent of' mrti aftd mea^ 
fures. 

The invariabk courfe of the cothpany's policy 
i? this: Either they fet up fome prince too odious^ 
to maintain himfelf without the heeeflity of their 
afliftancej or they foon render him odious, by 
making him the infttument of their govef hment, 
in that cafe troops are bountifully fent to him to 
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maintain his authority. That he fliould have no 
want of affiftance, a civil gentleman, called a refi- 
dent, is kept at his (fourt, who, under pretence 
pf providing duly for the pay of thefe troops, gets 
affignments on the revenue into his hands. Under 
his provident management, debts foon accumu- 
late; new affignments are made for thefe aebts; 
until, ftepby ftep, the whole revenue, and with it 
the whole power of the country, is delivered into 
his hands. The military do not behold without 
a virtuous emulation the moderate gains of the 
civil department. They feel that, in a country 
driven to habitual rebellion by the civil govern- 
ment, the military is neceffaryj and they will not 
permit their fervices to go unrewarded. Trads of 
country are delivered over to their difcretion. 
Then it is found proper to convert their command- 
ing officers into farmers of revenue. Thus between 
the well paid civil, and well-rewarded military 
eftabUihment, the fituation of the natives may be 
ealily conjectured. The authority of the regular 
and lawful government is every where and in 
every point extinguifhed. Diforders and violences 
arife ; they arc repreffed by other diforders and 
other violences. Wherever the colleclots of the 
revenue, and the farming colonels and majors 
move, ruin is about them, ^rebellion before and 
behind them. The people in crowds fly out of the 
country; and the frontier is guarded by lines of 
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troops, not to exclude an enemy ^ but to prevent . 
the efcape of the inhabitants. 

By thefe means, in the courfe of not more than 
four or five years, this once opulent and flourilh- 
ing country, which, by the accounts given in the 
Bengal confultations, yielded m^ore than three 
crore of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millions 
fterling annually, is reduced, as far as I can dif- 
cover, in a matter purpofely involved in the ut- 
moft perplexity, to lefs than one million three 
hundred thou&nd pounds, and that exacted by 
every mode of rigour that can be devifed. To 
complete the bufinefs, moft of the wretched rem- 
nants of this revenue ^e mortgaged, and deliver- 
ed into the hands of the ufur^rs at Benares (for 
there alone are to be found fome lingering remains 
of , the ancient wealth of thefe regions) at an in- 
tereft pf near thirty per cent, per annum. 

The revenues in this manner failing, they 
feized upon the eftates of every perfon of emi- 
nence in the country, and under the name of re- 
fumption^ confifcated their property. I wifli. Sir, 
to be iinderftood univerfaUy and literally, when I 
affert, that there is not left one man of property 
and fubftance for his rank, in the whole of thefe 
provinces, in provinces wtich are nearly the ex- 
tent of England and Wales taken together. Not 
one landholder, not one banker^ not one mer- 
chant, not one even of thofe who ufually perifli 
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laft, the uhimum moriens in a rtiincd ftate, not one 
farmer of revenue. 

One country for a while remained, which flood 
as an iflandin the midft of the grand wafte of the 
company's dominion. My right honourable friencl,^ 
in his admirable fpeech on moving the bill, juft 
touched the fituation, the offences, and the pu- 
nifliment of a native prince, called Fizulla Khan. 
This man, by policy and force, had protefted him- 
lelf from the general extirpation of the Rohilla 
cilirfs. He was fecured (if that were any fecurity) 
by a treaty. It^was ftated to you, as it was ftated 
by the enemies of that unfortunate man — ^^ that 
*^ the whole of his country is what the whote 
*' country of the Rohillas ttv?/, cultivated like a 
** garden, vidthout one neglected fpot in it.'*^ — 
Another accufer fays, " FyzQolah Khan,^ though 
*• a bad foldier, [that is the true fource of his mis- 
** fortune] has approved hinrfelf a good aumil ; 
** ha^ng, it is fuppdfed, in the courfe of a few 
** years, at leaft doubled the population and revenue 
•' of his country.*' — In another part of the corre- 
fpondence he is charged with making his country 
an afylum for the oppreffed peafants, who fly from 
the territories of Oude. ITie improvement of his 
revenue, arifing from this fingle crime, (which 
Mr. Haftings confiders as tantamount to treafon) 
is ftated at an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
a ye;ir. 

Dr> 
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Dr. Swift fome>vhere fays, that he who could 
make two blades of grafs grow where but one 

jjrew before, was a greater b^riefa<5or to the hu^ 
man race than all the politicians that ever exifted. 
This prince, who would have been deified by an- 
tiquity, who would have been ranked with Ofiris, 
and Bacchus, and Ceres, and the divinities moft 
projHtious to men, was, for thofe very merits, by 
i)^n[ie attacked by the company's government, as 
a cheat, a robber, a traitor. In the iame breath 
in which he was accufed as^a rebel, he was order^(i 
at once to furjiiih 5,000 J>orfe. On delay, or (ac- 
coipding to the technical phrafe, when any remon- 

.ftrance is made, to them) " on evaftm^* he wa^ de- 
clared a violator of treaties, and every ihing he hs^d 
was to be taken from him.*— Not one vvord, how- 
ever, of horfe in this treaty. 
, ,Tb.c territory of this Fis&ulla Khan, Mr. Speaker, 
is lefe than the county ©£ Norfolk. It is an inland 
country, full feven hundred miles. fron> any fca^ 
port, and not diftinguij[hed for. aqy one confide- 
rable branch of manufafture whatfocyer. From 

. this territory feveral very confiderable fums hgid 
at feyeral times been paid to the Britifli refident. 
The deu^and of cavalry, without a fliadow or de- 

. cent pretext of right, amounted to three hundred 
thoufimd a year more, at the loweft computation ; 

. and it is ftated, by the laft perfoh fent to negotiate, 
;as a demand of little ufe, if it could be complied 
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with J but that the compliance was irapoflible, as it 
amounted to more than his territories could fup- 
ply, if there had been no other dcmiand upon him 
— thre? hundred thoufand pounds a year from an 
inland country not fo large as Norfolk! 

The thing moft extraordinary was to hear the 
culprit defend himfelf from the imputation of his 
virtues, as if they had been the blackeft offences. 
He extenuated the fuperiour cultivation of his 
country. He denied its population. He endea- 
voured to prove that he had often fent back the 
poor peafant that fought flielter with him. — 1 can 
make no obfervation on this. 

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too 
. fiatiguing to you, too difgufting to me, to go 
through with, they found ** that they ought to 
" be in a better ftate to Warrant forcible means;'* 
they therefore contented themfelves with a grofs 
fum of 150,000 pounds for their prefcnt demand. 
They oflfered him indeed an indemnity from their 
exactions in future for three hundred thoufand 
pounds more. But he refufed to buy their fecu- 
rities; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty: 
but if the plea were not founded, in my opinion 
very wifely; not choofing to deal any more in 
that dangerous commodity of the company's faith ; 
and thinking it better to oppofe diftrefs and un- 
, armed obftinacy to uncoloured exaftion, than to 
fubjeft himfelf to be confidcred as a cheat, if he 
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^ fliould make a treaty in the leafl; beneficial to him- 
felf. 

Thus they executed an exemplary punifhment 
on Fizulla Khan for the culture of his country. 
But, confcious that the prevention of evils is the 
great object of all good regulation, they deprived 
him of the means of increafing that criminal culti- 
vation in future, by exhaufting his cofiers ; and, 
that the population of bis country fhould no more 
be a Handing reproach ?tnd libel on the company's 
government, they bound him, by a ppfitive engager 
ment, not to afford any flielter whatfoever to the 
fairmers ai>d labpurers who fhould feek refuge in 
his territories, from, the exadions of theBritilh re- 
fidents in Oude. When they had done all this ef- 
feftually, they gave him a full and complete ac- 
quittance from all charges of tebellion, or of any 
intentiofn to rebel, or of his having originally had 
any intereft in, or any -means of rebellion. 

Thefe intended rebellions are one of the com- 
pany's (landing refources. When money has been 
thought to be heaped up any where, its owners 
are uniyerfally accufed of rebellion, until they are 
acquitted of their money and their treafons at 
once. The money once taken, all accufation, trial, 
and puniftiment ends. It is fo fettled a refourc^, 
that I rather wonder how it comes to be omitted 
in the diredors account j but I take it for gran^t^d 
this omiflion will befupplied in their next edition. 
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The company ftrctchcd this refource to the full 
extent, when they accufed twp old women, in the 
rcmoteft corner pf India' (who could have no poi» 
fible view or motive to raife difturbances) of being 
engaged in rebellion, with an intent to driVc out 
the Englifh nation, in whofe protection, purchafcd 
by nionev an<ifeCured by treaty, retted the fold 
hope df their exiftence? But the company wanted 
xponey, and the old women mt/Ji be guilty of a 
jplot. They were accufed of rebelKqn, and they 
were convicted of wealth. Twice had greit fumij 
been extorted from them, atid as often had' the 
Britilh faith guaranteed -the rertiainder. A body 
pfBritifli troops, with one of the military farmers 
general at their head, was font to feize upon the 
caiHe in which thefe helplefs women redded* Their 
chief eunuchs, who were tlielr agents, their ^ar- 
dians, proteftors, perfons' of high rank according 
to the Eaftern manners, and of great truft, were 
thrown' into dungeons, to make them difcovfr 
their hiiiden tr^furcs; and there they- lie '-at pr?- 
ferrt. The lands affigned for the nflaittten^nccjof 

' the women were feized and confifcatcd, Thdr 
jewels and cffcfts were takeft, attd^ fet up to a pre- 
tended aii^pn in an obfcure place, and bou^t at 
fuch a price as the gentlemen thought proper to 

' Rive. No account ha^' erer been tfatifntitted 6f 
iht articles br pmduce d£ tMs fale. What money 

' was obtained is unknown, or \yhat terms were 
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ftiprfa^ed for the iDaintenance of thefe defpoiled 
and forlorn creatyires j for by fome particulars it 
afpqar§ as if an eng^gpmejjt .of the Vmd was 
made. 

Let mc here remark, once for all, that though 
the aft of 1 773 require^ that an account of all pro- 
ceedings (hauW be diligently tr^nfmitted, that this 
like iall ths other injunctions of the law, is totally 
defpifed; and that half at.le^ft of the moft impor- 
tant papers are intentionally withheld. 
- I wi& you. Sir, to advert particularly^ in thia 
tranfo^ion, to the quality and the numbers of the 
perfcns fpoijed, and the inftrument by whom that 
*^il was made. Thefe ancient matrons called the 
Begums, or Princefles, were of the firft birth and 
quality in India, the one mother, the other wife, 
of the late nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince 
pofleffed of extenfive and flourifliing dominions, 
and the fecond man in the Mogul empire.. This 
prince (fufpicious, and not u^juftly fufpidous, of 
- hh fon and fucceffor) at his death committed his 
trea&res and his fapiily to the Britifti. faith. That 
femily and h0ufehold> confided ,,pf j%v.o tbou/and 
mwmeni %o which were added twp other feraglios 
'of iie^ kindred, and faid,^o.be extremely nynje- 
foiii*, apd (as, J am w/eU informed) of about four- 
jTcore of tlie nabobs, children, .with all the eunuchs, 
th^ laigtcient f^vafit?, and a multitude of the de- 
^ - , pendants 
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pendants of his fplendid court. Thefe were allto 
be provided, for prefent maintenance and future 
cftablifhment, from the lands affigned as dower, 
and from the treafures which he left to thefe ma- 
trons, in truft for the whole family. 

So far as to the dbjeds of the fpoil. The injlru- 
fftent chofen by Mr. Haftings to defpoil the reliffc 
of Sujah Dowlah was her own fon^ the reigning 
nabob of Oude. It was the pious hand of a fon 
that was felecked to tear from his mother and 
grandmother the provifion of their age, the main- 
tenance of his brethren, and of all the ancient 
houfehcdd of his father. [Here a laugh from fome 
. young members] — ^The laugh h&feafonable^ and the 
occafion decent and proper. 

By the laft advices fomething of the fum ex- 
torted remained unpaid. The women in defpair 
refufed to deliver more, unlefs their lands are re- 
ftored, and their minifterg releafed from prifbn: 
but Mr. Haftings and his council, fteady to their 
point, and confiftcnt to the laft in their condu^, 
write to the refident to ftimulate the fon to accom- 
plifli the filial a<9:s he had brought fo near to their 
pcrfeftion. ** We defire," fay they in their letter 
to the refident, (written fo late as March laft) *' that 
** you will inform us if any, and what means, 
^ have been taken for recovering the balance due 
** from the Begum {[Princefs] at Fizabad; and 

" that. 
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•^that, if neceffary, you recommend it to the vizier 
^ to enforce the mojl effeilnal meahs for that pur- 
^pofe/' 

What their efFeftual means of enforcing de- 
mands on women of high rank and condition arc, 
I fliall fliew you. Sir, in a few minutes; when I 
reprefent to you another of thefe plots and re- 
bellions, which always t;^ in India, though fo rarety 
any where elfe, are the ofi&pring of an eafy concK- 
tion, and hoarded riches. 

Benares is the capital city of the Indian reli- 
gion. It is regarded as holy by a particular and 
diftingliiflied fanftity; and the Gentoos4n general 
think themfelves as much obliged to vifit it once 
in their lives as the Mahometans to perform their 
pilgrimage to Mecca. By this means that city 
grew great in commerce and opulence; and fo 
effeftually was it fecured by the pious veneration 
of that people, that in all wars and in all violences 
of power, there was fo fare an afylum, both for 
poverty and wealth, (as it were under a divine 
proteftion) that the wifeft laws and beft aflbred 
free conftitntion could not better provide for the 
relief of the one, or the fafety of the other; and 
this tranquillity influenced to the greateft degree 
the profperity of all the country, and the territory 
of which it was the capital. Theintereft of money 
there was not more than half the ufual rate in 
which it flood in all other places^ llic reports 

have 
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have fuJly informed you of the means and of the 
terms in which this city and the territory called 
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under 
. the fovereignty of the Eaft India company. 

If ever ther? was a fubordinate dominion plea- 
iantly orcuQiftanced to the fuperiour power, it was 
this; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of two 
hundred and,fixty thoufand pounds a year, was 
.'paid in monthly inftalments with the punctuality 
of a dividend at the bank. If ever there was a 
prince who could not have an intereft in diftur- 
hances, it was its fovereign, the rajah Cheit Sing. 
He was in poffeflionr of the capital of his religion, 
and a willing revenue was paid by the devout 
fieople who reforted to him from all parts. His 
fovereignty and bis independence, except his tri* 
rbute, was fecured by every tie. His territory was 
not much le^ than half of Ireland, and difplayed 
in all parts a degree of ci^hiyation, eafe^ and plenty, 
under his frugal and paternal management, which 
left him nothing to defir^, either for honour or 
iatisfadion> 

This was the *ligh^ in which this country ap» 
peared to aInK)fl every eye, But Mr. Haftings be* 
held it a&ance. Mr. Hailings tells us that it was 
reported of this Cheit Sing, that his father left him 
a million fterling, and that he made annitialacc^f. 
fions to the hoard. Nothing could be fo obnoxious 
IP indigent ppwer^ So much wealth co^ld not be 

innocent. 
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innocetit. The houfe is fully acquainted with the 
unfounded and unjuft requifitions which were 
made upon this prince. The queftion has been 
moft ably and conclufively cleared up in one of the 
reports of the felecl committee, and in an anfwer 
of the court of direftors to an extraordinary pub- 
lication againft them by their fervant, Mr.Haftings. 
But I mean to pafs by thefe exaftions, as if they 
were perfeftly juft and regular; and, having ad- 
.mitted them, I take what I fliall now trouble you 
with, only as it ferves to fliew the fpirit of the 
company's government, the mode in which it is 
. carried on, and the maxims on which it proceeds. 
Mr. Haftings, from whom I take the doftrine, 
endeavours to prove that Cheit 5ing was no fove- 
reign prince; but a mere zemindar or common 
fubjeft, holding land by rent. If this be granted 
to him, it is next to be feeii under what terms he 
is of opinion fuch a landliolder, that is a BritiQi 
fubjeft, holds his life and property under the com- 
pany's government. It is proper to underfts^nd 
well the doftrines of the perfon whofe adminiftra- 
tion has lately received fuch diftinguiftied approba- 
tion from the compiny; His doArine is — " that 
" the company, or the perfon delegated by it., holds 
■ ^^ an abfolute authority over luch zemindars; — 
" that he [fuch a fubjed] owes an implicit and un- 
^ referved obedience to its authority, at the for- 
^^ feifure even of his life ^nd property^ at the Dr«- 

" creTiox 
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•* CRETION of thofe wBo tcld or fully r^prefeuted 
•* the fovereign authority ;r— and that ihefe rights 
•* ZVQ fully delegated ta him Mr. Haftings.'* 

Such is a Britiih governour's idea of the con- 
dition of a great zemindar holding under a Britiih 
authority ; and this kind of authority he fuppofes 
fully delegated to him\ though no fuch delegation 
appears in any commiflion, inftrudion, or aft of 
parliament. At his difcretian he may. demand, of 
the fubftance of any zemindar over and above his 
rent or tribute, even what he pleafes, with a fove- 
reign authority; and if he does not yield an i/w- 
f licit unreferved obedience to all his commands, he 
forfeits his lands, his life, and his property, at R((r. 
Haftings's difcretion. But, extravagant, and even 
frantick as thefe pofitions appear, they are lefs fo 
than what I fhall now read to you ; for he afferts, 
that if any one fhould urge an exemption from 
more than a ftated payment, or fhould confider 
the deeds, which paffed between him and the 
board, ** as bearing the quality and force of a treaty 
" between equal ftates," he fays, ** that fuch an 
** opinion is itfelf criminal to the ft^te of which he 
" is a fubjeft; and that he was himfelf amenable 
** to its juftice, if he gave countenance to fuch a 
** belief J** Here is a new fpecies of crime invented, 
that of countenancing a belief — but a belief of 
what? ^ belief of that which the court of direc- 
tors, Haftings's matters, and a committee of this 
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hoilfe, have decided as this prince's indifputable 
right. 

But fuppofing the rajah of Benares to be a mere, 
fubjeft, and that fiibjed a criminal of the highcft 
form; let us fee what cOurfe was taken by an up- 
right Englilh magiftrate. Did he cite this culprit 
before his tribunal? Did he make a charge? Did 
he produce witneffes? Thefe are not forms; they 
are parts of fubftantial and eternal juftice. No, 
' not a word of all this, Mr. Haftings condudes him, 
in his Qwn niindj to be guilty; he makes this con- 
clufion on reports, on hearfays, on appearances, 
on rumours, on conjeftures, on prefumptions; and 
even thefe never once hinted to the patty, nor 
publickly to any human being, till the whcde bufi- 
nefs was done. 

But the govemour tells you his motive for tMs 
extraordinary proceeding, fo contrary to eyary 
mode of juftice towards either a prince or a fub^ 
jeft, fairly and without difguife; and he puts into 
your hands the key of his whole conduct :^-" I 
*' will fuppofe, for a moment, that I have afted 
** with unwarrantable rigour towards Cheit Sing,, 
** and even with injuftice. — Let my motive be 
" confulted. I left Calcutta, impreffed with a bc- 
" lief that extraordinary means were neceffary, and 
" thofe exerted with zjieady hand^ to preferve the 
^' QOTCV^zvYy^sinUreJls from Jinking under the accumti^ 

« late4 
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** Jated weigh/ lohich opptejfed ihenu I law 1 polkicdt 
^^ necejjtty ioT curbing the overgrown power of a 
•^ great member of their dominion, and for ttiak^ 
** ing it contribute to the relief of their prejjing exi- 
^^ gencies.** ITiis is plain fpeakingj after this, it 
is no wonder that the rajah's wealth and his of- 
fenccj the neccflities of the judge, and the cipulence 
of the delinquent, are never fep^rated, through 
the whole of Mr. Haftirigs's apology. " The juf- 
*' tice ^nd policy of exacting a large pecuniary mul^*^ 
The refolution " to draw from his guilt tli€ means 
*^ of relief to the company* s dijlrejjhr His determi- 
nation " to make him pay largely for his pardon, 
" or to execute a fevere vengeance for paft delin*^ 
** quency.'* Tliat " as his wealth was greats and 
** the company* s exigencies preffing, he thought it a 
*' meafure of juftice and policy to exack from him 
** a large pecuniary mulct for their relief*^ — *' The 
^ fum (fays Mr* Wheler, bearing evidence, at his 
defire, to his intentions) "to which the governour 
** declared his refolution to extend hid fine, was 
** forty or fifty lacks//>&/7/ is four or five hundred 
" thouf and pounds \ and that if he refufed, he was 
** to be removed from his zemindary entirely; of 
*' by taking poffeflion of his forts, to obtain, out of 
•' the irenfure depofiied in them^ tlie above fum for ' 
•* the company.'* 

Crimes fo convenient, crimes fo politick, crlmei 
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never be wanting to thofe who ute no procefe, and 
who produce no proofs. 

• But there is another ferioiis part (what is not 
fo?) in this aflPair. Lfet us fuppofe that the powef, 
for which Mr* Haftings contends, a power which 
no fovereign ever did, or ever can veft in any of 
bis fubjefts, nan>ely, his own fovereign authority, 
to be conveyed by the aft of paarliament to any man 
or body of men whatfoever ; it certainly was never 
given to Mr* Hkftings. The powers given by the 
aft of 1773 were formal and official 5 they were 
given not to the governout general j but to the 
major vote of the board, as a bolrd, ton difcuffion 
amongft themfelves, in their publick Charafter and 
capacity; and their ai^s in tW charafter and caw 
pacity were to be afcertained by records and mi-* 
■nutes of council. The defpotick afts exercifed by 
Mr. Haftings were done merely in his private cha-* 
rafter; and, if they had been moderate and juft^ 
Would ftill be the afts of ati ufurped authority^ 
Juid^without aiiy one of the legal modes of pro*- 
ceeding; which could give* him competence for the 
njcfft, trivial exertion of power. There wa§ i\6 
piTopofition or deliberation whatfoevef in councilj 
no minute on record, by circulation or otherwife^ > 
to authorize his proceedings^ No delegation of - 
power to impofe a^fine, or to take any ftep \o de=* 
prive the rajah of Benares of his government, his 
VojL. IV/ F property^ 
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property, or hb liberty. The minufcs of CQi^ful- 
tation aflign to 14s journey a totally different ob- 
jed, duty, and defttnation. Mr. Wheier, at l^f 
deiire, tefls us long after, that he had a ^x>fifiden* 
tial conv^r&tion with him on various fubje^ts, q( 
which this was the principal, in which ^r.,Haft- 
ifigs notified to him his fecret intentions^ ^^ apd 
^' that he bejpoke his fupport of the meafures whie|i 
^* he intended to purfue towards him (the rajah.)*' 
This confidential difcQurie, and be/peaking of bxpr 
port, could give him no power, in oppofition to 
an exprefs ad of parliament, and the wbde tmiour 
of the orders of the covrt of dire^ors. r 

In \diat manner the powers thus ufurped were 
employed, is known to the whole world. All the 
houfe knows, that the defign on the; rajah prcft^ed 
as unfruitful as it was violent. , The unhappy 
prince was expelled, and his more unh^ippy counr 
try was enflaved and ruined j but not a rupee was 
acquired. Inftead of treafure to recruit the com* 
pany's finances, wafted by their Mranton wars and 
corrupt jobs, they were plunged into a new war 
which fhook their power in India to its foahda^ 
tion; and, tp ufe the governor's own happy fimile^ 
might have difiblved it like a ma^ck ftrudure, 
if the talifinan had J)een broken. 

But the fuccefe is.no part of my confideration, 
Ivho fliould think juft the fame of thisbufinels, if 
the fpoil of (me rajah had been fully acquired, and 

. faithfully 
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'^thiiifijr appiied to the d^ftrudion of tweiity 
other rajahs. Not only the arreft of the rajah in ' 
his palace was unneceflary and unwarrantaUe^ and 
Oilculated to fiirup any manly blood which re- 
mained in his fubjedis ; but the defpotick ftyle, and 
the extreme infolence of language and demeanour^ 
ufed to a perfon of great condition among the po- 
liteft pec^e in the world, was intoleraUe. No- 
" thing aggravates tyranny fo much ats contumely^ 
{lukquid fuferUa in cmiumelHs was charged by a 
^eat man of antiquity, as a prindpal head of of* 
fence againft the govcmour general of that day. 
The unhaf^y people were fiill more infulted. A 
relation, but an enemy to the £aimily, a notorious 
robber and villain, called U£&im Sing, kept as a 
hawk in a mew, to fly upon this nation, was fet 
up to govern there, ioftead of a prince honoured 
and beloved. But when the bufineft of infuh was 
accompltflied, the revenue was too ferious a com 
cem to be entrufted to fuch hands^ Another was 
fet up in his place, as guardian to an infant. 

But here, Sir, mark the effed of all thefe extras 
ordinary means, of all this poBcy and juftii^. TT^ 
revenues which had been hitherto paid with fuch 
aftonilhingpundus^ity, fell into arrear. The new 
prince guardian was depofed without ceremony; 
and with as little, caft into prifon. The govern* 
ment of that once happy country has been in the 
utmoft confufion ever flnce fuch good order was 

F 2 i taken 
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^taken about it. Btt, to complete the coiituiiiely 
ojQfered to this undone people, and to ipake them 
feel their fervitude in all its degradation, and all 
its bittemefs, the government of their fecred dty 
the government of that Benares which had been 
Xo refpefted by Perfian and Tartar conqueror^, 
though of theMuffulman perfuafion, that,: iven 
in the. plenitude of their pride, power and bigotry, 
no magiftrate, of that feci entered the place, ^was 
now delivered over by EngUfli hands to a Mahc> 

, metan; and an Ali Ibrahim Khan was introduced, 
under the company's authority, with power, of 
life , ind death, into the fanduary of the Gcrjloo 
religion. 

After this, the taking off a fli^t payment^ 
cheerfully made by pilgrims to a chief of their 

• own rites, was reprefented as a mighty benefit. It 
remains only to flxcw, through the conduct in this 
bufinefs, the fpirit of the company's government, 
and the refpeft they pay towards other prejudices 
not lefs regarded in the eaft than thcrfi? of religion; 
I mean the reverence paid to the female fex in ge- 
neral, and particularly to women of high rank 
and condition. During the general confiifion of 
the country of Gazypore, Panna, the mother of 
Cheit Sing, was lodged with her train in a caftlq 
called Bidge Gur, in which were likewife ddpo* 

/fitcd a large portion of the treafures of her fon, oc 
more probably^ hfer owm To whomfoever they 

belonged 
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Belonged was inciifferent ; for though no charge oF 
rebellion was tnade on this Woman (whicli was' 
fsttlier fiiigukr, ask wo^ld hkve coft nothihg)' 
t^y ^^-er^ refolved to feture her with her fbrltind.' 
ITUj daftle w^as befieged by major Po^hatti, • • - ' 

TharS Si^iis no great riafon to apprefeetedl *%}kt' 
foldieriffl paid/tliat fojdlfefe who* tlu^ifetafnh^^^ 
had b^eA defrauded dftHeir^ plurfdfer on fOTittfei" 
ferviceS of the fattiecldind^ Woul^^ fldt hky^^bdfeA; 
jfaffic^ntly^ a:tt€ntive: to ^i*fe' fpoU they "nrere aac:- 
prefsly come for ; bfut the gallantry zn^ gep#r»&y^ 
(if theff dfeffiOii wasjuftly Mj3^acd, ^sb«ii(gt&tly 
tp fet bbuttds^lp naiUtary r5ipicioi^fed^'lThe''€Ofeaii 
pany'l^'flrft civil trtagittrd©^ dlfcoviewaffte^^tefel 
wia^^efrteft theWbifteh^ihiJuiaihat^to^^ tHfa^ 
pifdGbrvfe^ tb them. T^ms^ tdndfrig'tdr|)ittr'fSitt^ 
T^kKM M fiiilkary' vidence^ wefr€f gr^ktid<I^'>II^ 
^»^«43%4etter to Mi-. !P6phanf>^ I'eferrin^ff^'^feiK^ 
tette]f>Writteri btifore' tVthefattie efiei?^ Whfclt f dar 
nW^idiriehiber'tohave feien; btit 4t>fhdWs hfiS ^ti^o 
icty oii* this f ubjeft/ Har ^himfe'tf ':-^^ Lthirik ^^ji 
" demaha^ 'flie hatsf made ott y«u, 'except thXt 6f' 
*• fafetyind ref^A ttfhfer perfiin j'fa unreafonftblei.' 
*! If the re|)orts brc^ght tome are ttne^ yotir rei' 
*^ jel^ihg heJ? offers,- 61* atif ^neg^l^lDft^vpouiA^ooA^ 
«< cybtaiii ^roti the fpfd^upoii youi^-^il tl6tate* \ I' 
" apprehend »flie will ittWiiptto defi^udttf^edpt^rs 
^* ofa.c(>njiHerabIefaHrf'their'boet^^^ bybeiifgjuffefei 
♦^ t$ Yitire ^ifbouf eitmihdfhn. 'Elut'this-is yMif 

- ^^ ' ; ' • F 3 " concern^ 
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•* concern, not mme« I JbouM be vi^y/arry tk^t 
^^ your officers ^sd Ibldiers loft i^y part of the re- 
^ ward to wMch they are (^ well entitlod) but 
*f yon muft be the bpft ju^e of the/rtwwj/Ji/ indul- 
^* gence .to the ranny 5 what you have eti^pged 
^^ jfor I wU| certainly rati^; but as to fitlferU^g (he 
^ rapny t$^hQl4!thef)U)Efgu(iaapf Huriidj, w any 
^^ other 9i^i4s(kry^ wlthoDt being 6ib^Qt to the 
^.^ authority of ^ ^emlpdar, ^ r ^«y lands whaifa* 
^f^ ever^ or indeed, m^t^ my condition with her 

IJereyiHir govemottflf^ubte^ araiwi<^s and 
lioi(a$ioUtlQVfirry to the^p^rfonjJlfearch of wpmen, 
lift thffe »ftl»ppy creatuKis fl»6uW ayail themfdwsi 
ef the ^ot^on of th^ Jeix %0t feajrc any ftq^Jy, 
lor their ii^e^tles; and he pofi^iv^y qr^^ that 
210 ftiptdation ihould be made for any proTji^i(H^. 
UxK thoa^* The .^dow and ihothjer of a j>Fiace;, 
i9ltU infbnned of hfi isi^iA^le fituation^, jw^ thei 
catt& of it, a womt^ q| thi& rank becai^ia iup*| 
f^iant ^ th^ donad^ick ifrvapt of Mn Hai^ng«. 
(they tire his own worda that I read;) ^ itpplopring 
^5 his interc^on, that ihe may be rdiev^/n^ 
^^ ii^bardjhipjf and doft^s tf, ber prefmt ^ttmfo^y 
^^ add offering to iiurrender (1^ fort^ ^^ the^ ft'^a^^ 
^JufV and vid^Ie effeifs^ cmtfuned in i^ proyukd 
^* ihe cam be affured cfjafety (indproti^hn ta &^r 
^ perfm md hnour^ and to tl|at of her &Q>^y and 
^ a^eadant^.'^ if e is fo good as tp coiUe^t .t9^tl^s5^ 
, . " provided 
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«♦ p^avided flie furrenders every thing of VTiMCy 
" with the referve <mly of .fufh articles as you Ihatt 
« thmkneeejary to her condition, or as you ypur'^ 
^^/etf{b331 be difpofed to indulge her with.— But 
*« ftouM Ihe refiife to execute the promife flie has 
** ihade, or delay it beyond the term of twenty- 
" four hours, it is mypofitive injundion, that you 
** immediately put a ftop to any further inter- 
*^ courfe dr negotiation wkh her, and on no pre- 
^ text renew it* If fhe dlfappoints or trifles with 
** me, after I have fubjefted my duan to the dif- 
*^ graC6 of returning ineffeftually, and of courfe 
** myfdf to difcredit, I fliaU confider it as a wanton * 
^ affiront and indignity which I ican never forgive; 
^ nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, 
*' buli leave her expofcd to thofe dangers which fte 
** has thofcn to rifk, rather than truft to the 
^ ckmency and generofity of our government. I ' 
^ think fhe cannot be ignorant of thefe corife-' 
" quences, and wiH hot venture to incur them; 
^ and It is for this rcafon I placet dependance on 
^ het* offers, and have confented to fend my duan 
*« to her." The dreadful fecret hinted at by the 
merciful governour in the latter part of the letter, 
is Well underftood in IncKa j where thofe who fuffer 
coi^oreal indignities, generaUy expiate the ofiences 
of others v;^h that own blood. However, in 
fpite of all thefe, the temper of the mffitary cfid, 
ibme way or other, operate. They came to tefm$ 

F 4 which 
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Yfhich^hflxe never beea trai^ftnittcd. Itappeard 
tbata fifteenth />^r cent, of the plunder was referved 
to the captives^ -of which the unhappy mother of 
the prince of Benares was to have a ihare* This^ 
ancient matron, born to betfter thipg^r['^ laugh; 
from certain young gentlemen3~I fee np^caiifefcr' 
this mirth. . A good author of aaiticjuity recl^nS' 
aioong tho c^n^ties of lu^ time^ Noifilr^marum 
fa^inqrum e^lia et fugles. I fay,- Sir, this ancient 
l^y was cooipelled to qpit her houfe with three 
t^i^njdred helplefs women, ai;ul ^ multitude of chil^^ 
d|*fin i^ h5rtr^in; b\it the lower fort in, the camp 
it feems jCOulfl not be ref^jainedt Tl^ey did not. 
fprget the gqod.leffpns of . thjc govemo^^r general^ 
They werj? u;iwilling " to be defrai;idefi' of a con- 
^* ^eraj^l^ part of their bopty, by iuffering than- 
** to p^s ^thout examirmion/'r-^Thpy|e:8anuned 
t^en^ ^}^ with, a y^i^e^i^p, ^^d the. lju:;red prp- 
teSion of that.apfuj cl^ai^er., Mf. Haft^ngsV 
nji^itrc d^'h9fpl^jcoij^jQ<jt%ijrf them from infult, 
apd plunder M^epeji3 Foph^m^s .narrative ;pf the af- 
f^r :T-rV^^|i€5.rafiny canae ,oyt pf the fort, with, her 
*^ family ^^^(^p^ndants^j tl??:,x,ct;h ataiight, owing* 
".to which iv9l?: ^^Sf^fWiw^? not.pajd t?>;her aa 
". I w^cd^ and I^ am- exceedingly fprry ftp4i»form 
*' . y pu, that the * /^^M?^ff^ rf curfpU&v^ers ivai 

*^^/ Lf(^t^,da,j^^h^r ',fsc^le iwefr pltmdered) gn the 
** Tmd^(([riaj^^^^f tiit things ^ 

/V. -, ' , 'I ' ^' the 
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*> tbefiri^hy 'which meant tmtof the ariidts tf fur^ 
*^ render has been fnuch infringed. The diftrefe 't 
*♦ hsjvc fek upon this ocdafion cannot be expreflcd, 
'^ and can only be illayed by a firm pf rformanor 
*> of the other, articles of the treaty, which I IhaS" 
^ make it my bufinefi ta enforce. •,';,. > 

^* The fufpicions which the officefs had* of trca^ 
V.chery^andthe delay made to ouir gottiogipo&C** 

' ^ £011, had.cairaged thcm^ as well as. the troc^^ 
^^ fo much, that the treaty was at firft r^rdod' 

^^ as void, but this determination was fbon 'fub*' 
^ ceeded by pity and compaffioh for the' uiifortu- 
*^j[iate befieged/'-T^After this comes, in his' duct 
order, Mr. Haftings; who is inlLof.fdrrow and 
i^digiiiation, &c. &c. &c. according to thebeft andr 
moft authentick precedents ^eftabliihed JMpon fttcik> 
Qccafions. ' < ^ 

The. women being thus difpofed of, that is,^ 
cooaj^etely defpoiled,^ and pathetically kmented»' 
Mr. jiafiingsat length rpcoUeded the great bbjed; 
o£ his eAterprife, which, during his zeal led thd ' 
officers and foldiers ihould lofe any patt of thcaf 
reward,.' hie feems: to have forgot; that is to fey,* 
** to^draw from the: rajah's guilt the«n?ans ofre^ 
** lief , to thd company's diftreffes.*' Titis was tcr 
be the ftrong hold of > his defence.. This compaf* 
iioato the company, he kaiew by experience wouM 
fenftify a great deal of rigour towards the natives. 
But the nfiilitary had diibrefies of their own, which 

they 
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Uiey confidered firft. Neither Mr. IbfitQ^'sautbcv 
rity, nor his fiippUcations^ could prevail on tfacm 
toaffignaihilliiigtotl^daimlieinadeonthepiut , 
q£ tfacr company. They Prided the booty among^ 
tjbcmftlves* Driven from his claiin,he was re- 
duced to petition for the ipoQas a loan» Bat the 
fokfccs were too wife talventure as a loan, what 
tke.be^in^ww chimad as a rights In defiance jo£ 
^fntthority,4heyihafed among tken^ves about 
tw6 bondred thou^d^^unds Aeriing, befidel 
what had been taken horn the wome»« 

]n aU this tl^re is nothieiLg wonderfuL "We may 
reft affiled, that when thjs madams of any govern- 
ment cftabtifh among ki refbordes extraerdh»uy 
means^ aiMi thoEfe exerted with ^ fiitmg tend^ 
tk»t ftrong band wiU paxv^ide thofe eaLtraordinary 
means for it/^lf. Whether the foldiers had reaibfi^ 
grnot (pex^^binnch mi^ be£dd for them) cer- 
tain k hi the .wtlkary diTcipiine of Ifidia^ wa» 
rHlM^ from that momoit; and the fame raj^ for 
ftonder, the ikme c<»tt^mpt of fobordmadony 
yil^kh hlafte4 att the hopes of extraordinary means 
feom your ftrong hand at Bei£are$y Jtiave j very' 
lat^ry Jofi; you afl) army in My£ore. This k vifible 
«[)(^gh fr0D!i the accounts in the krfl Gazette* 

:. There i&ho doubt but that the country and city 
^ Benares, now brou^bt into the fame order, 
will vccy ibon exhibit, if it do» not already dif- 
]^ay, the iame appearance with thofe countries and 

. : cities 
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QfieB vMdk are v^dtt" better fubje^ofi^ A ^eit 
maftor^ Mr. Haftings^ h^ hknfelf bfeen sit the pain^ 
^ draTwing a pi^xure <tf one of thefe countries, I 
mean the province and' city of iParruckabad: 
Thdre; is ho rtsfon to quefti^n his knowledge of 
the h£U^ and his amb^ity (oit this point at leaft) 
ii^aboyciaU <extep«iMi;:as wefl for the ftate of tht^ 
count^'as' Idt iheeatife. && his minute of coti«' 
M^itkftti Mr. Hafiin^ deferibed: forcibly the cotl- 
fe^enbes which arife from fh^ degradation intd 
^Oddch we have &nk the native goverifrinent ^Thc 
^ tocal wint (fays he) of afl order, regularity, of 
^f' ittthin^y , . in has (the nabob of Tarrudcabad's) 
^gQVWttttient, and to which, annotig other 6b- 
^ vioois caufefi, it may j?k> doubt ht^omtig that tSte 
^ M&Mry of Rimickabad is becoxnd^ alfnojt an w- 
**'/*-#; ^^, wkhcut cttHhaticit vr htbaBituMs'i that 
^ the C3^<al, ^iiich, but a very feort tiiiine igo,' 
^ mis difiinguifhed'^s one of the nioft ^opidous 
^attd <^]ttknt commertial dries in Hihdoftari, at 
^^ie/kfM eiihibfts nothing but fcenes hf the tnojl^ 
^ wr^hedfdwrtyy defblatwn and miferj*; and that* 
^thtnab4lr him/elf^ though in the pc^eiEdn of a 
*• tn&4ii country which, with only tctaxTtibti care, 
** is notorioufly capable of yidding^an annual re-' 
** venue of between thirty and forty lacks, (three 
*^ or fcur hundred thoufend pounds) vnXh.no ml- 
^ litary ejlablijhment to maintain, fcarce^ com- 
^* mandfi^ tt>e means of a harefuhftfience. 

This il «t true and unexaggcratcd pi^rc, not 

only 
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©riy of Farnickabad, but of at kaft three fourtlisr 
9£ the coi^ntry w^hich: we poffefs, or rather ilay^ 
'^aftp, iu Jndia. Npw, Shi the houfe will be dCf- 
fijpus toj^ow^fpr what purpofe this pi^re was 
^wQ.v| Jt.jWaifor a purpofe, I will, not iky rlaut' 
^5^1e,;JbijiVnacd3kry, that of taking the ijtfiforttw 
4^ pj:in9fiai>d jxi^ cpi^ntry i>^t of. thfc'iiandfi.o£ 
a^gt^pilr^Jpj: Ipnt.thjitjier by the'»at)eb^fvOude>» 
the; mpr4:^ :Pneifty qi^.th^ prince dlu9itUip«fe^<fe 
tp pr9t^^iai by ro^ns q£ a, jfeitifii rt&d^t^ whcfe 
xni^t carjryjlj^qpmplaints tp the fupcrio6r^ refidfht 
at Ovidepigr.tTanfmit, them to,Calc]itta;nBjat!Hiark? 
how :^c^^ref owner perfi,fte4 in Ms ::ref0iriBp(4tixjn>» 
YJ^ effeci; of t^ me^^ur^w;^ l^etter tfeaja iw^pro*^ 
b^tbly «pe4le^-o Thp prince bfigan. to bie at, eafej' 
the country bqgan tp.; recover; find the/r^ymvi^ 
began to ,be coUccStf cjL Thefe were alarming ^dr-> 
9-|ji>ft^9s^-jM^^^ Hayings not rOjily jecaBed thft^re*^ 
fide^ytjut hft spteredi^nto a fprmal:ft}pHlat|pii;»wkfc 
tijie nai)ot(.9f p^e,,jijieyerr^,fe^ ^n ?^i^ai<jfiiU 
jcft again. to JFarrufkabadiiMid thus the cowtryi* 
de{cribe4 as yotj have hear^ byMr* Hafiings^ is* 
^\tn .,wp,:^i:^^ievpf:t9' the very perfons to, wjbom- 
h? h^4/*Uri^uite4>ts rubjtl^^t^Sdvto tbefe^iwals' 
oi; fequeftj;atj9rs,.of the njibob of pudey*.'* r \; " 
, ,Sa;ich ^^^-ith^ riflup of th^firft atten^pt^to-jreKeye 
the diftr^es Off the dependent provinces. J^lhalt 
clofe wJiaL I:,haye to fay on the conditioiji 'of 
the northern 4^p^dencies, with the ;>dSeft of* 
the. laft .q£,theiie .atteiDptis. i^You wiU jrecoU^ft, 
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Sir, the account 1 have not long ago ftated to you 
as given by Mr. Haftings, of the ruined condition 
of the deftroyer of others, the nabob of Oude, 
an4of the recal,in confequence^ of Hannay, Mid- 
dleton, and Johnfon- Vfh^n the firft little fuddcn 
.guft of paffion againft thefe gentlemen was fpent^ 
the fentiments of old friendfliip began to revive. 
Some healing conferences were held between them 
and the fuperiour government. Mr. Hannay wae 
permitted Xo return to Oude^ but death prevented 
the further advantages intended for him, and the 
iiiture benefits propofed for the country by the 
provident care of the council general 

One of tbefe gentlemen was accufed of the 
groffeft peculations. Two of them by Mn Haf- 
tings himfelf, of what he confidered as very grofs 
o&nces. The court of direftors were informed, 
by the governour general and council, that a fevcre 
inquiry would be inftituted againft the two fur- 
vivors; and they requefted that court to fufpend 
its judgment, and to wait the event of their pro- 
ceedings. A mock inquiry has been inftituted, 
by which the parties could not be faid to be either 
acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland 
and conciliatory difpofitions of the charter gover- 
nours, and proper private explanations, the publick 
inquiry has in effect died away; the fuppofed pe- 
culators and deftroyers of Oude repofe in all fe-. 
curity in the^ bofoms of their accufers; whilft 
: ,, others 
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0then fucceod to them to be inftra&ed bf thdl' 
example. 

It is only to complete the view I p r opo fed 
of the condud of the company, with regpurd 
to the depen^nt provinces, that I ihaH iky afy 
thing at all of the Carnatick, whidi is the fcene^ 
if poffible^ of greater diforder than the northern 
provinces. Perhaps it were better to fey of 
this center and m^rqpolis of abuie, whence all 
the reft in India and in England diverge; finon 
whence they are fed and methodized, what was _ 
i&id of Carthag^-^A Cartbagine faiius eji filers 
quam parum dkere* lliis country, in all its deno- 
minations, is about 46,000 fquare mHes. It may 
be affirmed univerfally^ that. not one perfon* of 
iiibfiance or property, landed, commercial or mo* 
nied, excepting two x or three bankers, who are 
©ccefTary dppofits and cfiftributors of the general 
%oiI, is left in all that region* In that country 
the mcfifture, the bounty of Heaven, i^ given 1}Ut 
at a certain feafon. Before the aera of our influ- 
ience, the induftry of man carefully hufbanded 
that gift of Ood. The Gentoos preferved, with 
a provident and religious care, the precious depofit 
of the periodical rain in refervoirs, many of them 
works oi royal grandeur; and from tJiefe, as oc- 
cafion demanded, they friidified the whole coun* 
try* To maintain thefe refervoirs, and to keep 
up an annual advance to the cultivators, for &ed 
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and qittk,^ fovmed a pdndpal obje& of the jattf 
^uid poUcy of the pridS:s and rulers of the Oentoo 

Vhk bfcjeft required a command of money; and 
there «ras no poUam^orcaftie, which in the haj^y" 
days of die Camatick was without fome.hoard of 
treafnre^ by wMch the govornours were enabled to 
€omhait withtfaifc itregui^ty of the feafons, and to 
refift or to buy off the ^invafion of an enemy. In 
all the cities were mnkitudes of merchants and 
bankers, for aU occafions of monled affiftaiKC^ 
^iid on the other hand, the native princics were in 
condition to obtain, credit from them* The ma- 
Dufadurer was paid by the return of eommodt* 
ties, or by imported money, and not, as at pre- 
fe»t, in the taxes that had been originally exaded 
from his induftry« in aid of cafual difbrefs, the 
country was full of choultries, which were inns 
and lH)fpitals, where the traveller and the poor 
were rdievecL All ranks of people had their place 
in the publick concern, and their ihare in tlie 
Common ftock and common profperity} but the 
chartered rights §fmeny and the right which it was 
thought proper to fet up in the nabob of Aroot> 
introduced a new fyftem. It was their policy to 
confider hoards of money as crimes; to regard 
moderate rents as frauck on the fovereign; and to 
^ew, in the leffer princes, any claim of exemption 
from more than fettled tribute, as an' a^ of rebel* 
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lion^ Accordingly ill the cafiles were, bne siftef 
the other, plundered and deftroyed. The native 
princes were expelled ; the hofpitals fell. to ruini 
the rcfervoirs^f water weftt to decay; the mer- 
chants, bankers, and manufadurers difappeared ; 
and fteriUty, indigence^ and depopulation, over^ 
jpread the face of thefe once flourifhing provinces. 
. The company was very^^eariy fi»fit4e of thefe 
mifchiefs, and of th^ir tnie caufe. They gave pre- 
cife orders ;^^ that the native princes, called poly* 
^^ gars, ihould not be extirpated J* --^-^^ The rebdlion 
.^^ [fo they choofe to caD it] of the polygars, may 
-** (they fear) with too mucb jujike^ be attributed to 
^ the mal-adminifiration of the nabob's colleo- 
>^ tors:'^ — ^They obferve with concern,. that their 
5' troops have been put to* difagreeable fervices.'* 
They might have ufed a ftronger e:^reflipn with*- 
out impropriety. But they make amends in ano^ 
ther place. Speaking of the polyg^irs, the direc- 
tors fay, that ^' it was repugnant to humanity to 
^'^ force them to fuch dreadful extremities as they 
'** underwent :^^ That fome examples of feverity 
mi^ht be neceflary, " when they fell into the na- 
bob's hands," and not by the d^ruiiion of the coun^ 
try : '" That they fear his government is nme of the 
f mildefi\ and that there is great opprejfton in coU 
^^ leding his revenues." They ftatej,that the wars 
in which he has involved the Carnatick, had been 
a caufe of its diftreflbs: " that thef^ diftreffet 
. , ^ , ' *^ have 
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** have been ceiftainly great; but th<^e by them* 
« bob^s opprejjiom they believe to be greater tbaitalL*^ 
Praiyj Sir, attend to the reafpn for their opinipii 
that the government of this their infirument \a 
tiiore calamitous to the country than the ravages 
of War* — ^Becaufe, fay they, his oppreffions are 
." ^without intermi^on.--^Tho others are temporary; 
" by all which ofpreffions we believe the nabob has 
^* great wealth in store." Frpm this ftore neither 
he nof they Could derive any advantage whatfo- 
cver upon the invafion of Hyder Ali in the hour 
of their greateft calamity and difmay. 
> It ii now; proper to compare thc^ dedarationli 
with the comply 's condud. The principal reaf^ 
fon which they afiiglied againft the extirpation of 
the polygars \yas, that the lOea'oers were proteded 
in their fortrefles. They might have added, that 
the company itfelf, which fiung them to deatby 
had been warmed in the bofom of thefe unfortu- 
nate princes t for^ on the taking of 'Madras by the 
French; it Mras in their hospitable poUams, that 
mofib of the inhabitants found refuge and protect 
tion« But, notwithftanding all thefe orders, rea- 
fons, and declarations^ they at length gav^ an in- 
diredl fan<aion, arid permitted the ufe of a very 
direct and irrefiftible force, to meafures which 
they had, oyer and over again, declared to be 
falfe policy, cruel, inhuman, and oppreffive. Hav* 
ing, however, forgot all attention to the princes 
Vol. IV. ^ G and 
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and tlic people, they remembered that they Jiad 
{ami fort of intereft in the trade of the x:ountry j 
and it is matter of curiofity to obferve the pro* 
teAibn which they afforded to this their natural 
objeft. 

Full of anxious cares on this head, they direft, 
** that in reducing the polygars they (their fer- 
" vants) were to be cautious^ not to deprive the 
** weavers and manufadurers of the protedioh they 
** often met with in the ftrong holds of the po- 
-** lygar countries ;**— rand they write to their in- 
ftrument, the nabob of Arcot, concerning thefe 
poor people in a moft pathetick ftrainj ^* We eti" 
^ treat your cxfcellency (fay they) in particular, to 
^ ihake the manufefturers the objeft of your fen^ 
** derefi care; particularly when you root out the 
** polygars, you do not deprive the weavers of the 
" proteBbn tbej enjoyed under them*** . When they 
root out the proteftors in favour of the c^reffor^ 
they fliew themfelves refigioufly cautious of the 
rights of the protefted. When they extirpate the 
ihepherd and the fliepberd's dog, they pioufly 
recommend the helplefs flock to the inercy, and 
even to the tender eft care^ of the wolf. This is 
the uniform ftrain of their policy, ftri<5tiiy forbid, 
ding, and at the fame time ftrenuoufly encourag- 
ing and enforcing, every meafure that can ruin 
and defolate the country committed to their 
charge. After giving the company's idea of the 
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g6V6mmeifit of this their inftrumcnt, it may ap£- 
pear Angular, but it is perfedly tonfiftent witk 
their fyftem, that, befides wafting for him, at twp 
different times, the moft cxquifitc fpot upon the 
earth, Tanjour, and all the adjapent countries^ 
they have even voluntarily put their own terri- 
tory, that is, a large and fine country adjacent to 
Madris, called their jaghire, wholly out of theit 
proteAion ; and have continued to farm their fub^^ 
jcds, and their duties towards thefe fubjeifts, to 
that V^ery nabob, whom they themfelves conftantly 
•^eprefent as an habitual oppreflbr, and a relentleft 
tyrant.. This they have done without any pre- 
tence of ignorance of the objeiSs of opprcffion fat - 
^jrhich this prince has thought fit to become their 
renter ; for he has again and again lold them, that 
it 18 for the fole purpofe of exercifing authority hfe 
holds the jaghire lands ; and he afiirms (and I be- 
lieve with truth), that he pays tnore for that tcrri* 
tory than the revenues yield. This deficiency he 
muft make up from his other territories j and 
thu$^ in order to furnilh the means pf oppreffing 
one part of the Carnatick, he is led to opprefi aU 
the reft. ' ^ 

The houie perceives that the Hvety of the com- 
pany's government is uniform. I have defcribcd 
the condition of the countries indire6Uy, but moft 
iubftantially, under the company 's authority* And 
nbwl aflt, whether ^with this mapof mifgovernment 
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t^eforc me, I can fuppofe myfelf bound by my rote 
to continue, upon any principles of pretended 
publick faith, the management of thefe countries 
in thbfe hands ? If I kept fiich a faith^ (which in 
reality is no better than ^^fides latrpnum) with what 
is called the company, I muft break the faith, the 
cbvenant, the folemn, original, indifpenlable oath, 
in wMch I am bound, by the eternal frame and 
conflit^ion of things, to the whole human race. 

As I have dwelt fo long on thefe who are-indi^ 
re^My under the company's adminiflration, I will 
endeavour to be a litde fliorter upon the countries 
immediately under this charter government,— 
Thefe are the Bengal provinces. The condition 
of thefe provinces is pretty fully detailed in the 
fixth and ninth reports, and in their appendixes. 
I will fefed: only fuch principles and inftances as 
arc brcpad and general. To your own thoughts I 
4hall leavp it, to fumiih the detail of oppreffions 
involved in them* I fhall ftate to you, as ihortly 
as I am able, the conduft of the company ;^5-ift, 
towards the landed interefls) — next, the commer^ 
cial interefts ;— jdiy, the native government}— 
and laftly, to their own government. 

Bengal, and the provinces that are united to it, 
aire larger than* the kingdonl of France f and once 
contained, as France dpes contain, a great and in- 
dependent landed intereft, compofed of princes, of 
grcsit lords, of a numerous nobility and gentry, 
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brfreeholdefs, of lower* tenants, of religi6i« com^ 
munities, and publick foundations. So catly as 
1769, the company's fervants peircdved the decay 
into which thefe provinces had fallen under Eng- 
•fifli adminiftration, ^nd they made a ftrong re- 
prefentation upon this decay, and what they ap- 
prehended to be the caufes of it. Soon after tliis 
reprefentation. Mi'. Haftlngs became prcfident of 
Bengal* Iiiftead of adminiftering a remedy to thh 
melancholy difofder, upon the heels <if i dreadful 
famine, in the year 1771, the fuccour which thp 
new prefident knd the council lent to tWs affllfted 
nation was — ^(hall I be believed in relating it ?— ^ 
the landed intereft of a whole kingdom, of a king- 
•dom to be c6mpared io France, was * fet up to 
epublick auAidn ! They fet up (Mr, Haftings frt 
up) the whole nobility, gentry, and freehblderr, 
to the higheft bidder. N6 preference was give^ 
to the ancient proprietors. They miift bid againft 
*cvery ufurer, every temporary adventurer, every 
jobber and fchemer, every fervant of every Euro- 
pean, or they were obliged to content tJiemfdves^, 
in lieu of their extenfive domains, with their houfe, 
and fuch a penfion as the ftate auctioneers thought 
iit to aflign. In this general calamity, feveral of 
the firft nobility thought (and in all appearance 
^uftly) that they had better fubmit to the neceflity 
of this penfion, than continue, under the name of 
^mindars, the obje^Els and inftfumentsof a fyft^m, 
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by which they ruined their tenants, and were ruincdh 
themfelves. Another reform has fince conae wpcm 
the back of the firft ; and a penfion having been 
affigncd to thcfe unhappy perfons, in lie\J of their 
hereditably lands, a new fchenie of oeconomy has 
taken place^ and deprived them of that penfion^ • 

The menial fervants of Englifhmen, perfons (to 
life th4 cmphatical phrafe of a ruined and patient 
icafteirn chief) " whofi fathers ihey would rfot have 
f^Jst wHh ibedog^ of their fiock^^ entered into their 
|)atrimomal lands. Mr. Haftings's banian was,, 
ifter thife auftion, found poffeffed of territorial 
yielding a rent of one hundred and forty thoufand 
pounds a year. 

Such an univcrfal profcription, upon any prb« 
tence, has few examples. Such a profcription, 
without even a pretence of delinquency, has none. 
It ftands by itfdf. It ftands as a monumeht to 
aftonifli thc.ifliagination, to confound the reafon 
tA mankind. I confefs to you, when I firft came 
to know this bufinefs in its true nature and ex- 
tent, my furprife did ^ little fufpend my indigna- 
tion. I was in a manner ftupfied by the defperate 
boldnefe of ^ fe^ obfcure young mean, who' having 
obtamed, by ways whiich they could not compre- 
hend, a power of which they faw neither the pur- 
poses Viox the limits, toffed about, fubverted, and 
tore to pieces, as if it were in the gambols of a . 
boyifli unluckinefe and malice, the moft eftabliflied 

' ^ . ' rights. 



Digitized by 



Google 



EA6T-IH0IA BIWU# - $f 

ri^its^ and the mc^ ancient awl moft tfewteil 
inititutioQS, of ages and nations* Sbr, I wiS AOt 
now trouUe you with any detail with it^wl t)^ 
\srhat they have fince done with thefe lkn\e lands, 
and land-holders ; only to inform you, that no»- 
thing has been fttfered^to fettle for two feafwa 
together upon* any bafis ; and that the levity and 
inconftancy of thefe mock legiflators were not the 
leaft affli&ing parts of the opprefllons fufiered 
under th^ir ufurpation ; nor will any thing gtvt 
ftability to the property of the natives^ but an ad- 
miniftration in £ngland at once prote&ing and 
ihble. The country fiiftains, almoft every year, 
the miferies of a revolution. At prefent, aU is 
uncqrtjttnty, mifery, and confufion. Thct^ is to 
be found through th^ vaft regipns no longer ont 
landed p>a^, who is a refpurce for voluntary aid, 
or ^ objeft for particular rapine. Some of them 
were, not long ^nce, great princes ; they poffe&d 
tyeafureS, they levied armies. There was a M- 
miqdar in Bengal (I forget his name) that, on the 
threat pf an invafion, fupplicd the foubah of thefc 
povinces ^th the loan of a million fterling. The 
fanf^ily at this day wants credit for 2^ breakfaft art: 
the bazar* 

I fliall now fay a word or two on the compa- 
ny's care of the commercial intereft of thofe king- 
doms. As it appears in the reports, that perfons 
in the hi^eit fiations in Bengal have adopted, as 
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H fixed pUn of policy, the dcftrudion o£ all inter. 
indcUate dealers between the company and the ma* 
fiufedurer, native merchants have difappeared of 
coyrfe. The fpoil of the revenues is the fole capi- 
tal which purchafes the produce and manufac*- 
tures ; and through three or fou^ foreign xqmpa- 
l^des tranfmits the . official gains of individuals to 
£urope. No other commerce has an cxiftencc in 
jBcngal. The tran^ort of its plunder is the only 
irafick of the country. I wiih to refer you to the 
appendix tp the ninth report ibr a full account of 
Jthc manner in; which thexompai^y have protected 
the conuncrcialint^rdis pf tjieir dominions in the 

V As to -the native government and the adminit 
dtrstipn of juiUce, it fubfifted in a poor tottering 
inanner for fomc years. In the year 17 8 1 ^ a total 
jnevolution took i^ce in that efiabliihment. In 
.tone of the ufual freaks of legiilation of the couiicil 
^ Bengal, the whole criminal jurifdiftion of thefc 
courts, called the Phpujdary Judicature, je9:iercifed 
.till then by the principal Muffuluien, was in one 
day, without notice, withoijt copfultation ^ith 
the magiilrates or the peopk tbere^ and without 
communication with the direftors or miniftei:^ 
here, totally fubverted. A new inftitution took 
place, by which thisf jurifdidion was divided be- 
^tween certain Englifli fervants of the company and 
thp Qentpp ^epiindars pf the ^xxuptry, the latter of 
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^hom never petitiot^d for it, nor,ibr ought that 
appears^ ever defired this bocm. But' its nattirai 
ufe was made of it ; it was made a prcteoce for 
licw extortions <tf money. 

The natives had however one eonfolation in the 
ruin of their judicature j thsy foon faw that it 
fared no better with the En^fti government it- 
.fctf. That too, after deftroying every other, carae 
-to its period. This revohition may well berated 
for a moft daring aft, even among the extraorcK* 
nary things that have been doing in Bengal fince 
our unhappy acquiiition of the means of fi> mudi 
mifchief» 

An eftabliihment of Englifli government for d* 
vil juftice, and for the colle<ftion of revenue, was 
.planned and executed by the prcfident ?nd council 
of Bengal, fubjed to the j^eafure of the direftoni, 
in the year 1772. According to this j^n, the 
country was divided into fix diftricte, or provinces^ 
In each of thefe u'as eftaUiihed a provincial coun* 
cil, which adminiftered the revenue ; and of that 
council one member by monthly rotation, pre* 
iided in the courts of civil reibrt ; with an appeal 
to the council of the province, and thence to Cal- 
cutta. In this fyftein (whether, in other refpedfe, 
good or evil) there were fome capital advantages. 
There was in the very number of perfons in each 
provincial council, authority, communication, mu» 
tual check, and control They were obliged,* on 
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their ihinutes of confiiltatidn, to enter thdr reatibns 
and citfients j ib that a man of diligence, of re- 
iearch, and tolerable iagactty, fitting in London^ 
mighty from thefe materials, be enabled to form 
£>me judgment of the; fpdrit of what was going on 
on the fiirtheil banks of the Ganges and Bnrram* 
pooter* 

The court of diredor^ ib far ratified this dbu 
bliibment, (which was confonant-enough to their 
general plan of government) that they gav^precife 
orders, that no alteration fliould be made in it^ 
without their confent. So far from being apprized 
of any defign againft this conftitution, they had 
*reafon to conceive that on trial it had been more 
and more approved by their council general, at 
leafl: by the governour general, who had planned i^. 
At the time of the revolution, the council general 
was nominally in two perfons, virtually in one. 
At that time meafures of an arduous and critical 
nature ought to. have been forborne, even if, to 
the fuUeft council, this fpecifick meafure had not 
been prohibited by thefuperiour authority. It was 
in this vcty fituation, that one man had the har- 
dinefs to conceive, and the temerity to execute, 
a total revolution in the form and the perfons 
compofing the . government of a great kingdom. 
Without any previous ilep, at one ftrbke, the 
whole confiitution of Bengal, civil and criminal^ 
was fwept away. The counfeUors were recalled 
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from their provinces: Upwards of fifty <rf the 
|jrincipal oflkers of government were turned cmt 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr. Hafti 
ings for their immediate fubfiftence, and for fSi 
hope of future provifion. The chief of each coBd* 
icil, and one European coUei^lor pf revenue, was 
left in each province. 

But here, Sir, you may imagine a new govcra* 
ment, of fome permanent defcrlption, was efta* 
biifhed in the place of that which had been thw 
fuddenly overturned. No fuch thing. Left theft 
, jchiefs without councils fliould be conceived t4 
form the ground plan of fome future government, 
it was publickly declared, that their continuance 
was only temporary and permiffivc. The whole 
fuborclinate Britifli adminiftration of revenue was 
then vefted in a committee in Calcutta, all crea* 
tures of the governour general; and the provincial 
management, under the permiffive chief, wa$ dt* 
livered over to native officers. 

But, that the revolution, and the purpofes of 
the res^olution might be complete, to this com* 
mittee were delegated, not only the ftmftlons of 
all the inferiour, but, what will furprife the hquft^ 
thofe of the fupreme adminiftration of revenue 
alfo. Hitherto the governour general and council 
had, in their revenue department, adminiftered the 
finances of thofe kingdoms^ By the new fcheme 
they are delegated to this committee j who are only^ 
to report their proceedings for approbation^ 
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The key to the whole tranfaAion is giveh in oti^ 
of the laftruftions to the committee, ** that it is 
*• not ncceflary that they fliould enter diffents.*' 
By thisitacans the andcnt plan of the company** 
♦adminiftration Was deftroyed; but the plan of coa- 
ce^lment wa$ p$rfi?ctcd. To that moment the ao* 
counts of the revenues were. tolerably clear; or at 
kaft means'were furnilhed for Inquiries, by which 
they might be rendered fatisfadory. In the ob- 
/cure and filent gulph of tliis committee every 
^, thing 'is now buried. The thickeft fiiades of night 
^urround all their tranlaftions. No cffeftual means 
of deteding fraud, mifmanagement or mifrepre- 
/entation, ixift. The direAors, who have dared 
^to talk with fuch confidence on their revenues, 
,know nothing about them. What ufed to fill vo- 
lumes is now comprifed under a few dry heads on 
a fheet of paper. The natives, a people habitually 
njade to concealment, are the chief managers of 
the revenue throughout the provinces. I mean 
by natives, fuch wretches as your rulers feleft out 
of them as moft fitted for their purpofcs. As a 
, proper key-ftone to bind the arch, a native, one 
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of his em- 
ployment by Sir John Clavering, for malverfation 
in office, is jhade the correfponding fccretafy ; 
and indeed the great moving principle of their 
new board. 

• As the whole revenue and civil adminiftration 
was thu? fubyerted, and a clande^ine government 
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iidiftitutcd in the place of Jt, the judicial inftitu- 
tion underwent a like revolution. In 1772 there 
had been fix courts formed out of the fix provin- 
xial councils. Eighteen new ones are appointed in 
their place, with each a judge, taken from the 
junior fervants of the company. To maintain thcfe 
eighteen courts, a tax is levied on the fums in liti-^ 
^tion, of 2f per cenU on the great, and of 5 per 
xent. on the lefe. This money is all drawn from 
the provinces to Calcutta. The chief jufticc (the 
fam? who ftay^ in defiance of a vote of this houfe, 
.and of his majefty's recal) is appointed at once the 
treafurer and difpofer of thefe taxes, levied, with- 
out any fort of authority, from the company, from 
the crown, or from parliament. 
*. in eflFeft, Sir, every legal regular authority in 
matters of revenue, of political adminifl:ration, of 
t:riminal law^ of civil law, in many of the moll 
jeffential parts of military diicipline, is laid level 
with the ground ; and an oppre^ve, irregular, 
capricious, unfteady, rapacious, and peculating 
defpotifm, with a direct dilavowal of obedience 
-to any authority at home, and without any fixed 
maxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide 
them in India, is at prefent the ftate of your char* 
ter-government over great kingdonfis. 

As the company lias made this ufe of their truft, 
I fhould ill difcharge miqe, if I refiifed to give my 
moft chearful vote for the redrefe of thefe abufcs, 
•..•■* , . / . ■ . by 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ ^ SmcH ON MR. POX^tf 

by putting th^ affairs of fo lafgc and valuable ft 
part of the intercfts of this nation, and of mah- 
Mndy iaHo feme fteady hands, poffeffing the cod- 
£dence, and afixtred of the fupport of this houfe^ 
tintii they can be rcftortd to regularity, order, and 
confiftenqr. ^ \ 

I have touched the heads of fome of the griev- 
ances of the people, and the abufes of govent- 
ment^ But I hope and truft, you will give nic 
credit, when I faithfully affure you, that I havt 
not mentioned one-fourth part of what has come 
to my Icnowledge in your committee ; and further, 
1 have full reafon to beKeve, that not one-fourth 
part of the abufes are come to my knowledge, by 
that or by any other means^ Pray confider what 
J havefaid only as an index to direft you in your 
Inquiries. 

If this then, Sir, has b'een the ufe made of the 
truft of political powers internal ^nd external, 
given by you in the charter, the next thing to be 
feen is the condiid of the company with regard to 
the commercial truft* And here I will make a fair 
offer: — If it can be proved that they have aded 
wifdy, prudently, and frugally, as merchants, I 
fiiall pafs by the whole mafs of their enormities afr 
ftatefmen. That they have not done this their 
frefent condition is proof fufficient. Their dif- 
treffes are faid to be owing to their wars. This is 
not wholly true^ But if it were, is not that re** 
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tdinefs to engage in wars which diflinguHhes tbem^ 
and for which the committee of fecrecy has £> 
branded their |K)liticks, founded on. the &!&& 
principles of mercantile fpeculadon I 

The prtncipfe of buying cheap and fHling dear 
is the firft, the great foundation of mercantile deal«> 
ing. Have they ever attended to this principle? 
Nay, for years have they not adually authorized 
in their fervants a total indifference as to the pricet 
they were to pay ? 

A great deal of ftridne& in driving bargains for 
whatever we contrad, is another of the prindples 
©f mercantile policy. Try the company by that 
teft ! Look at the contrads that are made for thenu 
Is die company fo much as a good commiflary to 
their own armies ? I engage to feleft for you, out 
of the lnnum«rab!e ma& of their dealings, all con- 
duced very nearly afike, one contrad only, the 
^ccfllve profits on which <!hiring a fliort term 
would pay the whole of their year*s dividend* I 
ihall undertake to Ihew, that upon two others, 
the inordinate profits given, with the lofles incur* 
red in order to fecurc thofe profits, would pay a 
year's dividend more. 

It is a third property of trading men to fee that 
their clerks do not divert the dealings of the njafter 
<o their own benefit. It was the other day only, 
wh^n their governour and coundl taxed the coau^ 
pany's inveftment with a fum of fifty thoufand 
poimds, as an inducement to perfuade only feven 
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members of their board of .trade to give their i^ 
mur that they would abftain from fuch profit.^ 
spoo that inveftment as they muft have viewed 
their catJos i^ they had made at all. . 

It i$ a fourth quality of a merch^Uit to be exa^l: 
injiis accounts* What will be thought, when yoU 
have fully before you the mode pf accounting 
made ufe of in the treafury of B^gal?— I hope 
you will have it fooflf^ .With re^rd to one of their 
agencies, when it came to the material party the 
prime coft of thcigood^ on which a comffiiflion of 
fifteen j^^r cenU was ..allowed, to the aftonifliment 
of the factory tp; whoiji the commodities weri^ 
fcnt, the accountant general; reports that he did 
not think himfielf authorized to call for voucberf 
relative to this and other particubrs, — becaufe tho 
agent was upon bis Ifonpur with regard to thetoir 
A new principle of accou.nt upon honour feems to 
be regularly eftabliflx^d ift their dealings and their 
treafury, which in reality amounts to an entire 
annihilation pf the principle of all accounts. 

It is a fifth property of a merchant, who.doe$ 
not ipeditate a fraudulent bankruptcy, to calculate 
his probable profits upon th^ money he takes yp 
to veil in bufinefs. *Did the compajiy, when they 
bought goods on bonds bearing S percent, intereft^ 
at ten and even twenty j>er cent, difcount, even afe , 
themfelves a queftion jconcerning the poffibility of, 
advantage from dealing, on thefe terms I 

The hH qi^ality of a merchant I Ihall advert tOp 
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is the taking care to, be properly prepared, in caflt 
or goods, in the ordinary courfe of fale, for the 
bills which are drawn on them. Now I afk, whe- 
ther they have ever calculated the dear produce of 
any given iales, to make them tally with the four 
mtlUon of bills which are come and coming upon 
them, fo as at the proper periods to enable the one 
to liquidate the other? No, they have not. They 
are now oUiged to borrow money of their own 
fervants to purchafe their inveftment. The fer- 
vants ftipulate five per cent, on the capital they ad- 
vance, if their bills fhould not be paid at the time 
when they become due; and the value of the rupee' 
on which they charge this intereft is taken at two 
fhillings and a penny. Has the company ever 
troubled themfelves to inquire whether their fales 
can bear the payment of that intereft, and at that 
rate of exchange ? Have they once coniidered the 
dilemma in which they are placed— the ruin of 
their credit in the Eaft Indies, if they refufe the 
UUs-^the ruin of thciir credit and exiftence in 
En^nd, if they accept them? Indeed no trace of. 
equitable government is found in their polTdcks; 
not one trace of commercial jMrinciple in their mer- 
cantile dealing; and hence is the deefieft and ml- 
tureft wifdom joi parliament demanded, and the 
befi tefdurces of this kingdom muft be firained, to 
reftore them; that is, to reftore the countries dc^ 
ftroy^d by the n^condud of the company, and to 
Vol. IV; H ' reftore 
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fdlore the company itftif, ruiaed by the^conib^ 
^uettces of:tfaetr plans for dcftroying wlat they 
were bound to prderye. . i 

^ I required, if you remembtr, af my ouis&t, x 
proof that thefe abules were habitusd. But furdy^ 
this is not necefiary for n^ to confider as a iis^ 
parate head; becaufe I truft I have made it evident 
beyond a doubt, in confidering the abu&s them* 
felves, that they are regular, permanent, and fyC- 
tematical. 

^ I am now come to my laft condition, without 
which, for one, I will never readily lend my hand 
io the defiruAion of aiiy eftablifhed g o ver nm cttC^ 
which is. That in itt pr efent i^ate, the gover» 
tnent of the Eaft lAcMa: compiany is abfolutdy ia* 
corrigible. ^ 

Of this great truth I think there tm be little 
doubt, after aU that has- appeared in this hou&. 
It is fovery clear, that I mufttonfider the leaving 
any power in th^ir hands, and the determined re- * 
folution to continue and countenance every mode 
and every degree of pecubiion, (^preffion, and 
tyranny, to be one and the fame thing. I look' 
upon that body incorrigiUe, from the fuUeft con^ 
lideratloH b^($(h of tlsrar unifi^m conduS, andtheir 
prefent real aftd virtual conftltution. •' 

V If they had not coitftuitly been ajppri^ed (tf al. 
the enormities committed in Indita under, their au«> ^ 
th^ty; if thisffb^e of diings had been as much: 
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ft diicoV^fy to them as il was to many o( Vks;w^ 
might flatter ourfdV^ that the dete^on of the 
abufes wOttld lead to their teformation. I will go 
further: If the court of dire&ors had not uni- 
formly condemned every aA which this houfe or 
any of its committees had condemned} if the lan- 
guage in which they expreffed theur dilapproba- 
tion agaiuft enormities and their authors had not 
been much more vehement and indignant than any 
ever ufed in this houfe, I ihould entertain fome 
hopes. If they had iiot c^ the other hand, as uni- 
formly commended all their fervants who had 
done thciif duty and obeyed their orders, as they 
bad heavily cenfured thcrfe who rebelled; I might 
(ay, Thefe people have beea in an errour , and v^n 
they are fenfible of it they will mend. But when 
I refleft on the uniformity of their fupport to the 
objedb of their uniform cenfure; and the ftate of ^ 
ihfignificance and dHgrace to which all of thofe . 
have' been reduced whom they approved;* and that 
even utter ruin and premature dearth have beea 
among the fruits of their favour) I muft be con- 
vinced, that in this cafe, as in all others, liypo<;rify 
is the only vice that never can be cured* 

Attend, 1 pray you, to the fituarion and fwrot 
perity of Benfield, Haftings, and oth^s of that 
ibrt.^ The laft of thefe has been treated by the 
company, with an af^rityof reprehenfionthat has 
no paralleL They ^^ment, ^ that tie power of 
- Ha "difpof. 
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** di^pfing of their property for perpetuity, lhoul4 
'' fall into fuch bands/' Yet for fourteen years, 
with little iHterruption, he has governed all their 
afFair^j^ of every defcription, with an a.bfolutc fway^ 
He has had ^imfelf the means of Jhieaping up im- 
raenfe wealth ; and, during that whole period, the 
fortunes of hundreds have depended on his fmiles 
and frowns. He himfiplf tells you he is incumbered 
with two hundred and fifty young gentlemen, 
fpme of them of the beft famiUes in England, all 
of whonfi aiwat returning with, vaft fortunes tq 
Europe in the prime pf life. , He has then two 
hunjdred and fifty of your children as' his hpftages 
for your good behaviour; and loaded for years, 
as^e has been, witjh. the execrations of the. natives, 
wit^h.the cenfure^ of the court of diredors, and 
ftruck and blafted with the tefolutions of this 
houfe, he ftill^majn tains the mpft defpotick power, 
ever ktipwn in India. He domineers with an over- 
bearing fway in the affemblies of his pretended 
mafters^ and it is thought in a degree raftx to ven- 
ture to name his pffences in this houfe, even » 
grpunds^of a legiflatiye remedy. 

On the pther hand, confider the fate of tho% 
who have met with the ajiplaufes of the direftors. 
J^olonel Monfon, one of the beft of men, had his 
days fliqrtened by the applaufes, deftitutc of th^ 
fupppirt, of. the company. General Glavering^ 
^hofe panegyri^k was niiade in every i^fpatcb 
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from England, whofe hearfe was l^edewed with 
the tears, and hung round with the eulogies of the 
court of directors, burft an honeft and indignant 
heart at the treachery of thofe who ruined him by 
their praifes. Uncommon patience and temper^ 
fupported Mr. Francis a while longer under the 
baneful influence of the commendation of the 
court of directors. His health however gave way 
at length; and, in utter defpair,; he returned to 
Europe. At his return the doors of the India 
^Roufe were fliut to this man, who had been the 
objed of th^r conftant admiration. He has in- 
deed efcaped with life, but he has forfeited all ex- 
peftation of credit, confequence, party, and fol- 
lowing. He may well fay. Me nemo miniftro fur 
erity atque ideo nulli comes exeo. This man, whofe 
deep reach of thought, whofe large legiflative con- 
ceptions, and whofe grand plans of policy make 
the moil fliining part of our reports, from^vhence 
we have all learned our leflbns, if we have learned 
any good ones; this man, from whofe materials 
thofe gentlemen who have leaft acknowledged it 
have yet fpoken as from a brief; this man, driven 
from his employment, difcountenanced by the di- 
rectors, has had no' other reward, and no othet 
diftinftion, but that inward " funihine of the foul" 
which a good confcience can always beftow upon 
itfelf. He has not yet had fo much as a good 
word, but from a perfori too infigriificant to make 
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any odier return, for the means with which he hat 
.been furnilhed for perforpaijjg his fliare of ^ duty 
which is equally urgent on ys alL 

Add to this, that from thp high^ \n place tu 
the loweft, every Britilh fubjecl, who, in obc» 
dience to the company -s order?, has been ^ftive 
in* the difcovery of pecxilations, has been miped. 
They have been driven from India, When they 
made their appeal at home thqy were npt heard; 
when they attempted to return they were fiopped^ 
No artifice of fraudj no violence of power, has 
been omitte4 to deftpoy them in charafter as well 
as in fortune* 

, Worfe, far wprfe, has been the fate of the poor 
creatures, the natives of India, whom the hypq- 
crify of the company has betrayed into complaint 
of oppreffion, and difcoyery of peculatiofi, The 
iirft women in Beiigal^ the ranny ofOR-ajcibahi, 
the ranny of Burdwan, the ranny of Amboa, by 
their weak and ^oughtlefs tryft in the coinpany^s 
honour and protedion, are utterly ruined j;t||c 
firft of thefe women, a perfiop ojf- princely rank, 
and once of correfpondent fortune, whp piid 
above two hundred thoyfand ^ year quit-rent to 
the ftate^ is^ according to yery credible infprnia- 
tion^ fp complejfely beggared as toftan(l in need of 
the relief p£ alnis. Mahonied Reza Khan, ^e fe- 
cond Muffulman in .Bengal, for having been cBftinr 
guiflied by the , ill-pmenad hoponr qf the counter 
•' .. ' nance 
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kiance and protcdion of the court of direftors, 
•was, without the pretence of any inquiry what- 
focver into his conduct^ ftrippcd of all his employ- 
ments, and reduced to the loweft condition. His 
ancient rival for power, the rajah Nundcomaf , 
was, by an infult on every thing which India holda 
^pedable and iacred, hanged in the face of all 
liis nation, by the judges you fent to proteft that 
people; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an 
€KpoJifa^0 Britifh a<ft of parliament, in the midft 
of his evidence againft Mr. Haftings. The accufer 
they fiiw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal 
or inquiry, triumphs on the ground of ^hat 
murder: a murder not of Kundcomar only, but 
of all living teftimony, and even of evidence yet 
unborn. From that time not a complaint has 
been heard from the natives againft their govern 
Dours. All the grievance^ of India have found a 
complete remedy. 

• Men will not look to aAs of parliament, to re- 
gulations, to declarations, to votes, and rdbhi- 
lions. No, they are not fuch fools. They will 
Mkf^hat'is the road to power, credit, wealth, and 
honours? They will aflc, what condu^ ends in 
neglecJ^ difgrace, poverty, exile, prifon and gibbet? 
Thefc will teach theni the courfe which they are 
to follow. It is y6ur diftribution of thefe.^ti^ 
wffl giye the charafter and tone of your gpVilm- 
mentr All the reft is miferable grimace. 
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When I accufe the court of diredors of this ha- 
bitual treachery, in the ufe of reward and pumfli- 
. ment, I do not mean to inclijide all the individuals 
in that court. There have been, Sir, very fre- 
quently, naen of the greateft integrity and virtue 
amongftthemj and the contrariety in the decla- 
rations and condud of that court has arifen, I^sike 
it, from this : — ^That the honeft dire^ors have, by 
the force of matter of fact on the records, carried 
the reprobation of the evil meafures of the fervants 
in India. This could not bfe prevented, whiHl 
thefe records flared them in the face; nor were 
the delinquents, either here or there, very iblici- 
tous about their reputation, as long as they were 
able to fecure their power. The agreement of 
their partifans to cenfure them, blunted for a 
While the edge of a fevere proceeding. It obtain** 
ed for them a charader of impartiality, which 
enabled them to recommend, with ibme fort of 
grac^, what will always carry a plaulibk appear- 
ance, thole treacherous expedients, called mode- 
rate meafures. Whilfl thefe were under difcuf^ 
fion, new matter of complaint came over, which 
feemed to antiquate the firfi:. The l^me circle was 
here trp^ round once more; and thus thifough 
years they proceeded in a compromife of cenfure 
for punifhmcnt; until, :by fhame and daCpair, one 
after anot;her, almofl evqry man, who pre|i»^d 
his duty to the corppa^y to the intjereft of r their 
f^rvgints, has been driven from that court. 
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^ This, Sit*, has been their copduft; and it has 
been the refult of the alteration which was infen- 
fiWy made in their conftitution. The change was 
made infenfibly; but it is now ftrong and adult, 
and as publick and declared, as it is fixed beyond 
all power of reformation. So that there is none 
who hears me, that is not as certain as I am, that 
the company, in the fenfe in which it was for- 
merly underftood, has noexiftence. The queftion 
is not, what injury you may do to the proprietors 
of India ftock; for there are no fuch men to be 
injured. If the aftive ruling part of the company 
who form the general court, who fill the offices, 
and direct the meafurcs (the reft tell for nothing) 
were perfons who held their ftock as a means of 
thdir fubfiftence, who in the part they took were 
only concerned in the government of India, for 
the rife or fall of their dividend, it wo\ild be in- 
deed a defedive plan of policy* The intereft of 
the peojde who are governed by tliem would not 
be their primary otjed; perhaps a very fmall part 
of their confideration at all. But then they 
might well be depended on, and perhaps more 
than perfons in other refpefts preferable, for pre- 
venting the peculation of their fervants to their 
own prejudice. Such a body would not eafily 
haye left their trade ^ aXpoil to the avarice of 
thpfe who received their wag^. >But now things 
itf^ totally reverfcd. The ftock is of no value, 
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whether it be the (qualification erf a <IircAor or 
proprietor; and it is impoffible that it fliouki. A 
direftor's qualification may be worth about two 
thoufand five hundred pounds— and the ijitcreft, 
at eight per cent, is about one hundred and fixty 
pounds a year. Of what value is that, whether 
it rife to ten, or fall to fix, or to nothing, to him 
whofe fon, before he is in Bengal two month^^ 
and before he defcends the fteps of the council 
chamber, fells the grant of a fing^e contra^ for 
forty thouiand pounds? Accordingly the ilock is 
bought up in qualifications. The vote is not to 
proteft the ftock, but the ftock is bought to ac^ 
quire the vote; and the end of the vote is to cover 
and fupport, againft juftiqe, fome man of power 
who has made an obnoxious fott\ine in India; or 
to maintain in power thbfe who are actually em- 
ploying it in the acquifition of fuch a fortune; 
and to avail themfelves in return of his patronage, 
that he may fhower the fpoils of the eaft, •* bar- 
*' barick pearl and gold,*' on them, their families, 
and dependents. So that all the relations of the 
company are not only changed, but inverted. The 
fervants in India are not appointed by the direc-^ 
tor?, but the direftors are chofen by them. The 
trade is carried on with their capitals. To them 
the revenues of the cortitry are mortgaged. The 
feat of the fupreme power is in Calcutta. The 
houft in LeadenhaH Street is nothing more thm 
a diange for their agents^* faftors, and deputies to 
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meet in, to take care of their aflfairs, isind i\ipport 
their interefts; and this fo avowcdlyt fhat we fee 
the known ^ents of the delinquent fervants mar* 
fliaUlng and difciplining their forces, and the prime 
fpokefmen in all their affemblies. 

Every thing has followed in this order, and ac* 
cording to the natural train of events. I will 
clofe what I have to fay on th<? incorrigible condi* 
tion of the company, by dating to you a few fiatcte 
that wiU leave do dpubt of the c4)ftinacy of that 
corporation, and of their ftrength too, in refifting 
the reformation of their fervants. By thefe fa<9» 
you will be enabled to difcover the fole grounds 
npon which they are tenacious of their charter* 
It is now niore than two years that, upon ac* 
count of the grofs abufes and ruinous iituation of 
the copipany's affairs, (which occafioned the cry 
of the whole world long before it was taken up 
here) that we inftituted two committees to inquire 
into the niifinanagements by which the company's 
affairs had been brought to the brink of ruin. 
Thefe inquiries had; been pu^fued with unremit^ 
^ng diligence; and a great body of fads was col- 
kfted and printed for general information, fai 
the refujt of thofe inquiries, although the com- 
mittees confifted of very different defcriptions, 
they were unanimous. They joined in censuring 
the condu^ of the Indian adminiftration, and co- 
forcing the refppnfibility upon two men, whom 
- .. ^ .^ . :..' ' ,.;. : ;- n . •. ' -.this 
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this houfe, in confequence of Ihefe reports; dc^ 
dared it to be the duty of the directors to remove 
from their ftations, and recai to Great Britain, 
** becaufe they had ailed in a manner repupiant to the 
" honour and policy of this hation^ and thereby brought 
** great calamities on India^ and enormous ex fences on 
^^ the EaJi'India company.^* 

Here was no attempt on the charter. Here 
was no queftion of their privileges. To vindicate 
their own honour,, to fupport their oyrn interefts^ 
to enforce obedience to their own orders; thefe 
were the fole objeft of the monitory refolution of 
this houfe. But as foon as the general court could 
aflemble, they affembled to demonftrate who they 
really were. Regardlefs of the proceedings of this 
houfe, they ordered the directors not to carry into 
effeft any refolution they might come to for the 
removal of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Hornby. The 
directors, ftill retaining fome Ihadow of refpeft to 
this houfe, inftituted an inquiry fhemfelves, which 
continued from June to Oftober; and after an at- 
tentive perufal and full confideration of papers, re- 
folved to take fteps for removing theperfons wh# 
had been the objedts of our refolution ; but not 
without a violent ftruggle againft evidence. Seven 
directors Went fo far as to enter a proteft againft 
the vote of their court. Upon this the gener^ 
court takes the alarm; it fe-affembles; it orders 
the direftors to refcind their refolution, that is, 
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not toTecal Mn Haftings and Mr« Hornby^ and to 
defpife the refolution of the houfe of commons* 
Without fo much as th^ pretence of lookmg into 
a (ingle paper, without the formality of inftituting 
any committee of inquiry, they fuperfeded. all the 
labours of their own directors, and of this houfe. 

It will naturally occur to alk, how it^was po£r 
fible that they fliould not attempt fome&>rt of ex- 
amination into fitds, as a colour for their refiO^r 
ance to a puhlick authority, proceeding fo very 
deliberately; and exerted,, apparently at leaft, ja 
fcivour of their own? The anfwcr, and the onlji 
infwer : which can be given, is, that they wercs 
afraid tha.t their true relation Ihould be.miftaken^ 
They were afraid that their patrons and n^ftcr^ 
m India ihould attribute their fupport of them/tQ 
an opinion of their caufe, and not to an ^ttacbf 
ment to their power. They were afraid it iho^ . 
be fufpeded, that they did not meaa bUndly Uk 
£ipport them in the ufe they made of .th%t power^ 
They determined to fhew that they<at leaA: w^q 
fctagainfl reformation; that they,w^ce firmly ret 
f9]vfd to bring the territories, the tirad^ ^d.thfl 
fiockof the company^ to nun, rather than Jnf 
wanting in fideUty to their nominal iS^rv^s m^ 
real mafters, ill the ways they took to their private 
fortimes. 

Even fince the beginning of this ieffioo^ the 
fame ad of audacity .was reputed, .with^thejfaxnf; 
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circumftances of contempt of all thtf dccottim o^ 
inquiry on their part, and of all the prcxreedlngs' 
of this houfe* They again made it a requeft to 
their favourite, and your culprit, to keep his poft^ 
and thanked and Applauded hitn, without calling 
for a paper which could afford Mght into the meric 
m demerit of the tranfaftion, and without giving 
them^ves a moment's time to confider, or even to 
underfland the articles of the Maratta peace. The 
fed: isv that for a long time there was a ftruggle, 
% faint One indeed, between the company and their 
^vants. But it is a ftrug^ no longer. For 
fo^me time the fuperiority has been decidied^. ITie 
Interefts abroad are become the fettled preponde* 
fating weight both in the court o£ proprietors^ 
^d the court of diredors. Even the attempt 
you have made to inquire into their practices and 
tk> reform abuies, has raifed and piqued them to ft 
£il:more regular and fteady fiipport. Thecoma 
piany bas made a comimon caufe, and identified 
themfdveis, with the deftroyers of India.. They 
have taken on themfelves all that mafs of enor<* 
fiiity; they are Aipporting what you have tepto* 
lMted| thofe you condextin they s^plaudf tkofe 
you ordtf home to aarifwer iot their condud^ they 
Mqueft to ftay, and therebj encourage to proceed 
in their praftices. Thus the fervants of the Eafe 
India company triumph, and the repreientatives of 
tiie pec^e of Great Bi^itain are defeated.. . 

I there-. 
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I tkorefore. condude^ what yba all conckMi^ 
that this body, being totaHy perverted firom the 
purpafes of its iniUtution, is utterly inconigftie;- 
2nd becaufe ihey are incorri^bfe) both in condu^ 
and conftitution, power ought to be taken out o£ 
thdr hands ; juft cm the fame princi{des on wJiicL 
have beeA taadc aU the juft changes and r^olu- 
tions of government that have taken placefincc 
the bq;inning of the world. 

I wHI now £ty a few words to the general prin- 
ciple of the plan which h fet up againft that of my: 
raght hcmourable friends It is to re-commit the^ 
government of India, to the court of dire£U>nu 
Thofe who would commit the tcfwmation of 
hddia to the deftroyers of it, are diQ enemies to 
that reformation. They would tilake a diftlDdioit 
between direftors and ptx^prietors^ which^ in the 
prefeot ^e of things, ' dote no^^ cannot exift. 
But a right honourable gentktnan' fity»^ he would^ 
keep the prdent government of Indfiaiik4lhe court 
of dire^kors} andwould, to curbthedi^ p|Eovide> 
lalutary regulations; — wonderftrf! ' ISiatr is; h^ 
would appoint the oJd offi^nd^^ tfoi MrnA the old 
offimcesr*,^ and he would render ^-^^fcioi^ anit^ 
the foolifti w^ and virtuous, by^fttut^ ttgaU^ 
t|ons. He would appoint the wolf m gaar4ian(0^' 
the fiieep} btit he has invented a <suriAU»: mii«sle, 
by which this proteding wolf (hall-nofi t|e^e^ 
open his jaws above an. inch or two»^artllAuliiloft>.\ 

Thu^ 
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Thus his work is finifhed. But t tell the right 
honbiurable gentleman^that controubd d^ravitijr is 
noliHinoceace; add that it is not the labour of de- 
liu^picncy in chains^ that will corredabufes. WjlL 
thefe gentlemen of the diredion animadvert. oa 
the partners of their own guilt? Never did afe- 
nous [dan x^ amending of aiiy dd tyrannical efta^ 
Wiihmcnt propofe the authors and abettors of the 
abiifes as the reformers of them* If the undone 
people of India fee their old oppreflbrs in con- 
iEi^ed powet, even by the.refornaation, they will 
CKpeft nothing but what they will certainly fcel^ a 
continuance^ or rather an aggravation, of HI their 
fermer/uflferings. They lopk to the feat of power, 
and. to the perfons who £11 it; and they de{pife 
thofc gentlemen's regulations as much as the gen-. 
tJemeo (Jo whp talk of tbf3Ji- 

Rjt there is ^ cure for eyery tluag. Take away, 
iay they,, the court of proprietoirs^ and the* court 
of directors will do their duty. Yes ; as they have ; 
done it hitherto* » That the evils in India .have> 
;Jblcly: zpfytk front the court of proprietors, is 
^oisly fa|&^ lo Qiany of them, tbe diredors usore 
h^wrtily c<^Eicurring} in mOi^ of them, they were. 
eitfoiirag^,:aiid ibmetiipes commanding; in 2^»: 
they vtrpre^ox^gd^ing. 

S^ wh(0 »re tochoofe this well-regulated and. 
refprtnjng oourt of diredors? — Why, the very 
proprietors who are excluded from all manage*. 
. ^ ment. 
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meift, f5r the abufe of their powen They will 
choofe, undoubtedly, out of themfelves, men like 
thenrfelves; and thdfe who are moft forward in re- 
fifting your authority, thofe who are moft engaged' 
in faftion or intereft with the delinquents abroad,, 
will be the objedb of their feledion. But gentle-^: 
men fay, that when this choice is made, the pro-^ 
prictors are not to interfere in the meafures of the^ 
direSors, whilft thofe diresftors are bufy in the 
control of their common patrons and toafters in 
India, No, indeed, I believe they will not defirc 
to interfere. They will choofe thofe A2^hom they 
know may be tioifted', fafely trufted, to aft in ftri<9: 
conformity to their common principles, manners, 
meafiires, lnterefts,and connections. They will 
want neither monitor nor control. It is not eafy 
to choofe men t6 aft in conformity to a publick 
intereft againft their private: but afore dependance 
may he had on thofe who are chofen to forward 
their private intereft, at the expence of ^e pub- 
lick. But if the direftors fliould flip, and deviate 
into rcftitudfe, thc^unifliment is in the hands of 
the general court, and it will furely be remembered' 
to them at their tiext qleftion./- • - ' 

If the government of India-^wants tio reformat 
tion; but gentlemen are amufe^nbemfelves witiv 
a theory, conceiving a more de«nocratick br arif-'^ 
tocratick mode of gov^amment for tJiefe depen- 
dancies, or if they are in 4 difpute only about-pai. 

Vol. IV. I tronagc} 
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^ tronage; the difpute is with me of fo UtUe con-^ 
* cern, that I fhould not take the pains to utter an 
a&mative or negative to any proportion in it-. 
]f it be only £or a theoretic^ amu£ement that they 
are to propo£b a biU^ the thing is at beft frivolous 
and ¥inn(ceflary. But if the company's goyern- 
mcnt is not only fuH of abufc, but is one of the 
moft corrupt and deftru<SUve tyrannies, that pro- 
bably, ever, exifted in the world, (as I am fure it 
is} what acrnfed mockery would it be in me, and 
in thofe who think like m^ to propofe this kind 
6f remedy for this kind of evil 1 

I now come to the third objeftion. That thi^ 
bill will increafe the influence of .the crown* An 
honourable gentleman has demanded of me, whe- 
ther I was in earned whoi I propofed to this houfe 
a plaft for the reduction of that influence^ Indeed,r 
Sir, I wa^much, very njuch, in eameft. My heart 
was deeply concerned in it; audi hope the publick 
has not loft the effect of itv How, feir my judgment 
wa& right, for what concerned peribnal favour 
and coniequence to my&lf, lihaU not prefume to* 
detepnine;; nor is its effed upon nie t>f any mo-^ 
ment. But as to this bin, whether it increafes 
' the influence of the crown^ or not, is a quefilon I 
fliould be aihamed to afk# If J am not able to cor^ 
rc^ a fyftem of oppreifios and tyranny, that goes' 
t0 the utter ruin of thkty oiilUons of my fellows 
creatures and £ddow*fub]eds^but by fome incrtetie 
\ ' . to 
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to the influcnte of the crown, I am ready here to 
declare, that I, who have been active to reduce it, 
fliall be at leaft as adive and flrenuous to reftore 
it again. I am no lover of names; I contend for 
the fubftance of good and protecting government, 
kt it come from what quarter it wilL 

But I am not obliged to have recourfe to thi« 
expedient. Much, very much the contrary. I 
am fure that the influence of the crown will by 
no means aid a reformation of this kind; which 
czH neither be originated nor fupported, but by 
the uncorrupt publick virtue of the reprefentatives 
of the people of England. Let it once get into 
the ordinary courfe of adminiftration, and to me 
all hopes of refc^mation are gone< I am far from 
knowing or bdieving, that this bill will increafe 
the influence of the crown. We all know, that 
the crown has ever had fome iofluence in th^ 
court of directors; and that it has been extremely 
increafed by the afts of 1773 and 1780. The 
gentlemen who, as part of their reformation, pro- 
pofe " a more a£iive control on the part of the 
*V crown,*' whict i» to jput the diredors under a 
fecretary of ftate, fpecially named for that pur* 
pofe, muft know, that thdr projeA will increafb 
it furtl^er. But that old influi^ce has had, and 
the new will have, incurable inconveniences which 
-jcannot happen under the parlianfientary cftablifli- 
ment propofed in this bitt* An honourable gentle* 

1 2 man. 
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man,* not now in his place, but who is well sTc- 
qu^inted with the India company, and by no means 
a friend to thi& biBj has tcdd you, that a minifterkil 
influence has always been predominant iti that 
6ody; and that^ to make the directors pliant to 
their purpofes,' tninifters generally cailfed perfons 
ttie'aifly qualified td ht chofen directors. According 
ko his idea, to fecttre^ fubferviency, they fubmitted 
the company*s afeirs to the dire^d^ of incapa- 
city. This w^ to ruin the company, in order to 
govern it. This Wasr certainly influence in the 
t^ry wbrfl form in which it could appear. At beft 
it was clandeftinc ^nd irr^fponfible. Whether this 
was done fo much upon fyfteili as that gentleman 
fuppofes, I greatly doubt. But fiich in efFeft the 
operation of government on that court uriquef- 
tionably was; and fuoh, under a ftcnilar conftitu- 
tion j it will be for ever. Minifters muft be wholly 
removed from themanagemfeht of the affairs of 
India,or they will have an influence in its patrons 
•age* The thing is inevitable* Their feheme of a 
new fecretary of ftate^ " with a more vigorous 
" controV is not much better than a repetition of 
tiie meafute which we know by experience wiH 
aot do. Since the year 1773 ^^^ the year 178a, 
the company faasr bee^ tinder the control of thfe 
feoretary of ftate's office, and we had then three 
fecretaries of ftate. If miE>re than this is done, then 
they annihilate the diredion which they pretend 

* Govemour Johnstone. 
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to fupport ; and they augment the influence of the 
crown, of whofe growth they aflfeft fo great aa 
liorrour. But in truth this fcheme of rqcondlip^ 
a direction really and truly d^iherative, with an 
office really and fubftantiaUy controlling, is a fort 
of machinery that can be kept in order but a very 
fbort time. Either the diredors will dwindle into 
clerks, or the fecretary of ftate, as hitherto ha^ 
been the courfe, will leave ev^ry tHing to them, 
' often through defign, often through negleft. If 
both fliould afFecl adivity, coUifion, procraftina- 
tion, delay, and in the end, utter coufufion muft 
enfue. 

But, Sir, there is one kind of influence far 
greater than that of the nomination to office. This 
gentlemen in oppofition have totally overlooked, 
although it now exifts in its full vigour; and it 
will do fo, upon their fcheme, in at Jcaft as much 
force as it does now. That influence jthi3 bijl 
ciits up by the f opts : J mean the infltsence of protect 
ihn. I {hajl explain piyfelf :-5-The office given to 
a young man going to India is of trifling cQa-^ 
fequence* . 3ut he that goes out an infignificant 
boy, in a few years returns a great nabob. Mr. 
Haftings fays he has two hundred and fifty of that 
kind of raw materials, who expect to be fpeedily 
snanufachired into the merchantaMe^quality I men- 
tion. One of thefe gentlemen, fuppofe, returns 
hither, loaded with odium and with riches. When 

1 3 J^? 
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he comes to England, he comes as to a prlfon, of 
fts to aianduary; and either is ready for him, 
according to his demeatiotrr* What is the influence 
in the grant of any place in India, to that which 
is acquired by the protcftion or compromife wi|:h 
fuch guilt, and with the command of fuch richesj^ 
under the dominion of the hopes and fears which 
power is able to hold out to every man in that 
condition? That man's whole fortune, half a mil* 
lion perhaps, becomes an inftrument of influencci 
without a fliilling of charge to the civil liftj and 
the influx of fortunes which ftand in need of thijf 
proteftion is continual. It works both ways; it 
influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the 
minifter. ^ Compare the influence acquired by ap? 
pointing for infl!ance even a governour general^ 
and that obtained by proted^g him. I fliall pufh 
this no further. But I wifli gentlemen to roll it ^ 
little in their own minds. 

The bill before you cuts off* this fource of in- 
fluence. Its defign and main fcope is to regulate 
the adminiftration of Ipdia upon the principles qf 
a court of judicature; and to exclude, as far as 
human prudence can exclude, all poflibility of a 
corrupt partiality, in appointing to office, or fup- 
porting in office, or covering from inquiry and 
punifliment, any perfon who has abufed or fliall 
abufe his atithofity. At the board, as appointed 
and regulated by this bill, reward and punifliment 
* cannot 
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^cannot be (hifted and rcverfcd by a whifper* That 
comirliflion becomes fatal to cabal, to intrigue, 
and to fecret reprefentation, thofe inftrumcnts of 
^e ruin of India. He that cuts off the means of 
premature fortune, and the power of protecting 
it when acquired, ftrikds a deadly blow at the 
great fund, the bank, th^ capital ftock of Indian 
influence, which cannot be veiled any where, or 
in any hands, without mo£b dangerous cppfe- 
.quencesto the puUick. 

The third and contradidory objeftion is. That 
this bill does not increafe the influence of the 
icrown* On the contrary. That the juft power of 
j:he crown wilj be leflened, and transferred to the 
jxfk of a paf ty, by giving the patronage pf India 
Jo a commiflion noniinated by parliament, and in- 
dependent of the crown. The contra<Hftion is 
glaring, and it has been too well expofed to make 
it neceffary for me tp infift upon it. But paifing 
the contradiction, and taking it without any re- 
lation, of all objedions that jis the mtoft extraor- 
dinary. Do npt gentlemen know, that the crpwn 
has not at prefent the grant pf a fingle office under 
the company, civil or military, at liome or abroad? 
So far as the cfpwn is concerned, it is certainly 
rather a gainer; for the vacant offices in the laew 
commiffipn are to be filled up by the king. 

It is argued as a part pf the bill^ derogatory to 
jthe prerpgatiyi^s pf the crown, jhat the commif- 

l ^ fip^er^ 
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fioners^ nanufeid in the bill are to continue for a ihprt 
term of years., too fliort in my opinion j and bc- 
caufe, during that time, they are npt at the pi^rcy 
of €very predominant fa^iiim of the CQurt. Dqesi 

•not this Qbj^ftion lie ag^inft the prefent diredorsj 
none of ,\s^hom are named by the crown, and a 

. proportion'pf whom hpjd; fpr thig ye|*y term of 
four years?. Did it npt lie againft the gQve;cnour 
geneval apd council named in the aft of 1773-^ 
who were invefted by name, as the prefent com- 
miflipner^ are tp be appointed in the body of the 
aft of parliament, who were tp hold their places 
for 3, term of terms, and were, npt removable at 
the difcretion of the crown? Did it not lie againft 
the^ re- appointment, in the year 1780, upon the 
\^ery fame tjerms? Yet at none of thefe time§, 
whatevjcr other objeftipns the fcheine plight be 
liable fp, w^^ it fuppofed to be a derogation tp the 
juft prefogatiye of the crown, th^^t a cpminiffion 
preated by act of parliament fliould have its mem- 
bers named by the authority which called it into 
.exigence? This is riot the difpofal by parliament 
pf any office derived feom the ai^thorijy of the 
crown, or now difpofable by that authority. It \s 

So far from being any thing new, violent, or alarn[>- 
ing, that I do npt ri^cplleci:, in any parliamentary 
commiffion, down tp the cpmmiffioners of the 
land tax, that it has eyer been ptherwife. 

The objection of the tenure for four years is an 

objeftion 
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ob§edion to all places that are not held during 
pleafure ; but in that objeftion I pronounce the gen^. 
tlemen, fyom my knowledge of their comple^oa 
and of their principles, to be perfedly in earneft. 
The party (fa^'" thefe gentlemen) of the minifter 
who propofes this fchemc will be rendered power- 
iul by it ; for he will name his party friends to the 
cpmmiffion. This objeftion againft party is a party 
objeftion; and in this too thefe gentlemen are 
perfeftly ferious. They fee that if, by any intrigue, 
they fhoiild fpcceed to office, they will lofe the 
clande/Hne patronage, the true inftrument of elan- 
deftine influence, enjoyed in the name of fubfer- 
vient directors, and of wealthy trembling Indian 
delinquents. But as often as they are beaten off 
this ground, they return to it again. The minifter 
wiU name his friends, and perfons of his own party. 
r—Whom fliould he name? Should he name his 
adyerfaries? Should he name thofe whom he 
cannot truft? Should he name thofe to execute 
his plans, who are the dedared enemies to the 
; principle^ of hi^ reform? His charader is here at 
ftake. If he propofes for his own ends (but he 
pever will propofe) fuch names as, from their want 
of rank, fortune, charader, ability, or knowledge, 
are likely to betray or tq fall fliort of their truft, 
he is in an independent houfe of commons; in a 
jioufe of commons which has, by its own virtsUe, 
. deftroyed 
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ifeftroyed the inftrameots of parliamentary fiibfcr«r 
vience. This houfe of commons would not en? 
4urc the found of fuch names* He would perifli 
by the inean$ which be is fuppofed to piirfue for 
the fecurity of his power. The firft pledge he mtift 
give of hi'a fincerity in this great reform, will be in 
the confidence which ought to be r^pofed in thofe 
name^ 

For my part, Sir, in this bufinpfk I put all indi- 
rcft confideratipns wholly put of my mind. My 
fole queflion, on each clauie of the bill, amounts 
tathis:-r-Is the meafure propofed required by the 
neceffities of India? I cannot confcnt totally to 
Icfe fight of the yeal wants of the people who are 
the objecb of it, and to hunt ^fter every matter of 
party Iquabble that nxay be ftarted on the feveral 
prbvifionir* On the queftion of the duration of 
"^he commifiion I am cleaf an^l decided. Can I^ 
can any one who has taken the fmalleft trouWc to 
be informed concerning the affairs of India, aniufe 
him^df with fo ftrange an imagination, as that the 
habitual dcfpotifm and oppreffion, that the mo? 
|iq)olies, ^he peculations, the univerfal deftni<Mon 
pf all the- legal authority of this kingdom, which 
have been for twenty years matpiring to their pre? 
fent enormity, combined with the diftance of the 
fcene, the boldnefs and artifice of delinquents, 
' jheir coi][ibination, their exceffive wealth, and the 
^ faction 
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£si%(yB thef have made in England, can be fully 
correded in alhortcr term than four years? Ncme 
has hazarded fuch an aflertion— None, vhq ^ ^ 
regard for hi9 reputation, will hazard it* 

Sir, the gentlemen, whoeyer they are, who 
&all be appointed to this commiffion, have an un- 
dertaking of magnitude on their hands, and thdr 
(lability muft not only be, but it muft be thought, 
fealj — and who is it will believe, that any thing 
ihort of an eftablifhment made, fupported, and . 
fixed in its duration, with all the authority of par- 
liament, can be thought fecure of a reafonable 
ftabflity ? The plan of my hopourablp friend is the 
revcrfe of that of reforming by the authors of the 
abufe. The beft we could expeft from them iB^ 
that they Ihould not continue their andent per- 
nicious activity. To thofe we could think of no- 
thing but applying control ;2ls we are fure, that 
even a regard to their reputation (if apy fuch 
thing exifts in them) would oblige tbeni to cover, 
to conceal, to fupprefs, and coi^fecjuently to pre- 
vent, all cure of the grievances of India. For what 
can be difcovered, which is not to their difgrace? 
Every attempt to cqrreft an abufe would be ^ 
fatire Qn their former admipiftration. Every man 
they ihould pretend to call to an account, would 
be^ found their inftrumenf or their accomplice. 
They can never fee a beneficial regulation, but 
)?dth a view tq defeat it. The fhorter the tenure 
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of fech perfons, the better would be the chance of 
&>me amendment. 

But the fyftem of the bill is different. It calli 
in perfons in no wife concerned with any ad cenr 
iuredby parliament; perfons generated with, and 
for^ the reform, of which they are themfelves the 
iftoft eilential part. To thefe the chief regulations 
in th^ bill are helps, not fetters; they are autho? 
irities to fupport^ not regulations to reftrain thera^ 
From thefe we look for much more than injior 
cence. JVom thefe we expe<jt 2;eal, firmnefs, and 
unremitted activity. Their duty, their charafter, 
binds them to proceedings of vigour; and they 
pught to have a tenure in their office which pre- 
cludlfs all fiearj whilft they are ading up to the 
purpofes pf their truft; a tenure without which, 
lione will uijdertake plans that require a feries and 
fyftem of ads. When they know that they can- 
not be whifpered out of their duty, that their pub? 
lick conduct cannot be cenfured without a publick 
difcuflion; that the fchemes which they have be- 
gun will not be committed to thofe who will hav$ 
an intereft and credit in defeating and difgracing 
them ; then we may entertain hppes. The tenure 
is for four years, or during their good behaviour, 
That good behaviour is as long a§ they are true to 
the principles of the bill; and the judgment is in 
either houfe of parliament. This is the tenuf e of 
your judges; and the valuable pripciple of thg 
'^ ' ^ ' bill 
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bill is to make a judicial axJmiiiiftration for ladia* 
It is to give Gonfidence in the execution of a duty^ 
which requires as much perfeverance and forti-» 
tude as can £aU to the lot of any that is bora 
of woman. 

As to the gain by party, from the right honour- 
able gentlen[ian*s bill, let it be fliewOy that this 
fuppofed party advantage is pernicious to its ob- 
jed, and the objection is of weight; but until this 
is done, and this ^ has not been attempted, I ihaU 
confider the fole objcfticm, from its tendency to 
promote the intereft of a party, as altogether con- 
temptible. The kingdom i^ divided into parties^ 
and it ev^r lias been fo divided, aind it ever will 
be fo divided J and if nofyftem foi^ relieving the 
fubjefts of this kingdom from oppreffioti, and 
fnatching its aflairs fr^mx ruin,' can be adopted 
until it is demonftratcd that no party can derive 
^n advantage from it, no good cam ever be done 
in this country. If party^is to dearive aa advto- 
tage from the reform df faidia, (which is more 
than I know, or believe) it ou^t to be that party 
which alone, in this kingdom,, has its reputation, 
nay its very being, pledged to the proteftion and 
prefervation of that pawrt of the empire. Great 
fear is exprefi^d, that the! cbmmlifioners named in 
this bill will (hew fome regc^rd to a miniiler out of 
place. *To men made like the objeftors,. this muft 
appear criminal. Let^ it-however be remembered 
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t>y others, that if the commiffioners ihovld he hii 
friends, they cannot be his flares. But depend- 
ants are not in a condition to adhere to friends^ 
nor to principles, nor to any uniform line of com 
duft. They may begin cenfors, and be obliged to 
end accomplices* They may be even put undet 
the dircftion of thofe whom they were appointed 
to pimiilu 

The fourth and laft objeftion is. That the bill 
will hurt pufalick credit. I do not know whether 
this requires an anfwer. l^t if it does, Ipok to 
your foundations. The finking fund is the piUar 
of credit in this country ; and let it not be forgot, 
that the diftrefles,owing to the mifkaanagemcnt of 
the Sail IncUa company, have already taken a mil- 
Koi^ from that fund by the non-payment of duties. 
The bills drawn upon the company, which are 
about four millions, cannot be accepted without 
the coiifent of the treafury. The treafury, ading 
under a parliamentary trufl: and authority, pledges 
the publick for thefe millions. If they pledge the 
publick, the publick muft have a fecurity in its 
hands for the management of this intereft, or the 
national credit is gone. For otherwife it is not 
only the Eaft India comf^ny, which is a great in- 
tereft^ that is undone, but, cUng^ng to the fecurity 
of all your funds, it drags down the reft, and the 
whole fabrickperiflies in one ruin, tf this bill does 
not provide a diredion of integrity and of ability 

competent 
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competent to that truft^ the objcAloii kt fatal If 
k does» ()ubUck credit muft depend on the fopporc 
of the bill. 

it has been &id, if you violate this clurtscr, what 
{ccurity has the charter of the bank, in which jMib- 
Hck credit h fo deeply concerned, and even the . 
charter of London, in which the rights^ of fo many 
Jubjefts are inv(Jved ? I anfwer. In the Hcc cafe 
they have no fecurity at all— No — no ficomty at 
alL If the bank ihould, by every %ectes of mif* 
management, fall into a fiate fimilar to that of the 
Sail India company ; if it fliould be oppreSkd with 
demands.it could not ani^vea*, engagonents whick 
it cauld not perform^ and with biHs for which it 
could not procure payment ; no charter ihcuki 
protd% the mifmanagena^it from corredioii, and 
&ch pubKck grievances from rcdre£& If the city 
of London had the means and will of deftroying 
an empire, and of cnieliy opprdfing and tyranniz*^ 
ing over millions of men a;^ good as them&hres^ 
the charter of the dty of Looidon (hould prove no 
ipmdtion to fuch tyramiy and fuch c^preflioiu 
Charters are kq>t, when thdr porpofes are maia^ 
tained : they are violated, when the privilege is 
fiipported againft its end and its<d>]e£i:. 

^qw. Sir, I have fini&ed all I propofed to £ky» 
M my reasons for giving my vole to this bill. If 
i am wrong, it is not for want of pains to know 
what is right. This pledge, at leafl^ of my 7cc» 
titude i have given to my coimtiry. 
'^u^' And 
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And iiow, having done ttiy dtity to the bifl^^ 
fet me fay a word to the author. I fliould leavd 
him to his own noble fentiments, if the unworthy 
and illiberal language with which he has been 
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary li- 
berty, did not make a few words neceffary ; not 
fo much in juftice to him, a^ to my own^feelings# 
I muft fay then, that it will be a diftinftioii ho- 
nourable to the age, that the refcue of the greateft 
number of the human race that ever were fogriev- 
oiifly oppreffed, from the greateft tyranny that 
was ever exercifed, has fallen to the lot of' abilities 
and difpofitions equal to the talk ; that it has fallen 
to one who has the enlargement to comprehend, 
the fpirit to undertake, and the ekKjuence td fup-^ 
port, fo great a meafure of iazardous benevolence. 
His fpirit is not oimngto his ignorance of the ftate 
of.men and'thangs ; he well knows what fnares* 
are fpread about his path, from perfonal animofity, 
from court intrigues, and poffibly from popular 
ddufion. But he has put to hazard hiseafe, his* 
fecurity, his interdft, his power, even his darUng^ 
popularity, for the benefit of a people whom he 
has never ieen; This is the road that all heroes? 
have trod before him. Heiis traduced and abufed 
for hi&fuppofed niotiv^. He will rdmcmher, that 
obloquy is a necefi^ry in^edicnt in the compofi-? 
tion of ail true glory : he vdll remember^ that it 
was not wily in the Roman cuftbms, but it is in 
the nature and icoxriifeution of things, that calunmy 
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and abufe are effential parts of triumph. Thefe 
thoughts will fupport a mind, which only exifts 
few: honour, under the burthen of temporary re- 
proach* He is doing indeed a great good ; fuch as 
rarely falls to the lot, and almoft as rarely coin- 
cides with the defires, of any man. Let him ufe 
his time. Let him give the whole length of the 
reins to his benevolence. Hfe is now on a great 
eminence, where the eyes of mankind are turned 
to him. He may live long, he may do much. 
But here is the fummit. He never can exceed 
what he does this day. 

He has faults; blit they are faults that, though 
they may in a fmall degree tarnifh the luftre, and 
fometimes impede the march of his abilities, have 
nothing in them to extinguifh the fire of great vir- 
tues. In thofe faults, there is no mixture of de- 
ceit, of hypocrify, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
plexlonal defpotifm, or want of feeling for the dif- 
trcffes of mankind. His are faults which might 
exift in a defcendant of Henry the Fourth of France, 
. as . they did exift in that father of his country. 
Henry the Fourth wiflied that he might live to fee 
a fowl in the pot of every peafant in his kingdom. 
That fentiment of homely benevolence was worth 
all the fplendid fayings that are recorded" of kings. 
But he wiftied perhaps for more than could be obr 
tained, and the goodnefs of the man exceeded the^ 
power of the king. But this gentleman, a fubjed. 

Vol. IV. K * >- -may 
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may this day fay this at leaft, with truth, that li^ 
fecures the rice in his pot to every man in India* 
A poet of antiquity thought it one of the firft dif- 
tindtions^to a prince whom he meant* to celebrate^ 
that through a long fucceffion of generations, he 
had been the progenitor of an able and virtuous 
titizen, who by force of the arts of peace, had 
correfted governments of oppreflion,, and fuppi;e{^ 
fed wars pf rapine^ 

Indole ptoh quanta juvenis, quantumqoe daturus 
Ausoniae populrs, ventura in sascula civcm. 
Ble super Gangem^ suger exaudittis et Indos^ 
Implebit terras voce ; et flirialia bella 
Fulmine compescet linguae. 

This was what was faid rfthepredeceffor of the 
only perfon to whofe eloquence it does not wrong; 
that of the mover of this bill to be compared. But 
the Ganges and the Indus are the patriiBony of 
the fame pf my honourable ^friend, and not of 
Gicero.. I confdfe, I anticipate with joy the reward 
of thofe, whofe whole confequence, power, and 
authority, exiflt only for the benefit of mankind^ 
and I carry my mind to all the people, and all the 
names and defcriptions, that, relieved by this bill,- 
willblefs the labours of this parliament^ and the 
confidence which the beft houfe of commons has- 
given to him who the beft deferves it. The little 
cavils of party will not be heardj where freedom^ 

an<^ 
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and happinefe will be felt. There is not a tongue, 
a nation, or religion in India, which will not blefs 
the prefiding care and manly beneficence of this 
houfe, and of him who propofes to you this great 
work. Your names will never be feparated before 
the throne of the Divine Goodnefs, in whatever 
language, or with whatever rites, pardon is aiked 
for fin, and reward for thofe who imitate the Qod- 
head in his univerfal bounty to his creatures, 
Thefe honours you defer ve, and they will furely^ 
be paid, when all the jargon of influence, and 
party, and patronage, are fwept into oblivion. 

I have fpokcri what I think, and what I feel, of 
the mover of this bill. An honourable friend of 
. mine, fpeaking of his merits, was charged with 
having made a ftudied panegyrick. I don't know 
what his was. Mine, I am fure, is a ftudied pa^ 
negyrick; the fruit of much meditation; the re- 
fult of the obfervation of near twenty years. For 
my own part, I am happy that I have lived to fee 
this day; I feel myfelf overpaid for the labours of 
eighteen years, when, at this lite period, I am able 
to takp my fliare, by one humble vote, in deftroy- 
ing a tyranny that exifts to the difgrace of this 
nation, and the deftruclion of fo large a part of 
the human fpecies. 
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PREFACE. 



THE reprefentation now given to the publidk 
relates to fome of the moft effential privi- 
leges of the houfe of commons. It would appear 
•of liptle import2«ice, if it were t,o be jttjlged by its 
reception in the place where it was propofed. 
There it was rejected without debate. The liib- 
jecl matter may, perhaps, hereafter appear to 
merit a more ferious confideration. Thipkin^ 
^nen will fqircely regard the penal diifolution q£ 
a parliament as a very trifling concern. Such ;f, 
<iiflblution muft operate forcibly as an example; 
^nd it much imports the people of this kingdoni 
Jto confider what leflbn that example is to teach. 

The late houfe of co^lm0ns was not accuied of 
an interefted compliance to the will pf a courts 
The charge againft them was of a diflFerent nature* 
They were charged with being acbiated by an ex? 
travagant ^irit of ipdependency. This fpecies of 
offeree is fo clpfely conne&ed with merit; thi$ 
vice bears fo near a refemblance to virtue j that 
the flight of a houfe of commons aboye the ex> 
ad temperate medium of independence, ought to 
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be correftly^certained, left we give encourage^ 
ment to difpolitions of a lefe generous nature, and 
lefs iafe for the people} we ought to call for very 
folid and convincing proofs of the exiflence, and 
of the magnitude too of the cvUg, which are charg- 
ed to an independent fpirit, before we give fanc- 
tion to any nneafure, that by checking a fpirit fo 
eafily damped, and fo hard to be excited, may af- 
fed the liberty of <i part of our conftitution, which, 
if not free, is worfe than ufdefs. 

The Editor does, not deny, that by poffibility 
fudi an abufe may exift: but prima fronte^ Xhtx^ 
is no reafon to prefume it. The houfe of com- 
mons is not, by its complexion, peculiarly fubjeft 
to the difteropers of an independent habit. ¥ery 
little, compulfion is neccffary, on the part of the 
people, to render it abundantly complaifant to mi- 
nifters and favourites pf all deicriptions. It re- 
quired a great length of time, very conlfiderable 
induftry and perfeverance, no vulgar policy, the 
Union pf many nien and many tenipefs, and the 
concurrence of events which do not happen every 
day, tp build up an independent houfe of com- 
mons« Its demolition vas accomplifhed in a mo- 
ment; and it was the work of ordinary hands. 
But tp conftruft is a matter of Ikill j to demoliih, 
force and fury ^e fuffitient. 
. The late houfe of commons has been ptmi&ed 
lor its independence. That exanijde is made. 

Have 
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Have we an example on record, of a houfe of com« 
mons puniflied for its fervility? The rewards of 
a fenate £0 difpofed, are manifdl to the world. 
Several gentlemen are very defirous of altering the' 
conftitution of the houfc of commons: but they 
muft alter the frame and conftitution of human 
nature itfelf, before they can fo fafhion it by any 
mode of eleftion, that its conduft willpOt be in- 
fluenced by reward and punifhment ; by fame, and 
by dilgrace. If thefe examples take root in the 
minds of men, what members hereafter will be 
bold enough not to be corrupt? Efpeciallyas tlic 
king's high-^way of obfequioufnefs is fo very broad 
and eafy. To make a paffive member of parlia- 
ment, no dignity of mind, no principles of ho- 
nour, n,o refolution, no ability, no induftry, na 
learning, no experience are in the leaft degree fte- 
ceflary. To defend a poft of importance againft a 
powerful enemy, requires an Elliot; a drunken 
invalid is qualified to hoift a white flag, or to de- 
liver up the keys of the fortrefs on his knees. 

The gentlemen chofen into this parliament, for 
the purpofe of this furrehder, were bred to better 
things J and are no doubt qualified for other fer- 
vice. But for this ftrenuous exertioa of inaAi- 
vity, for the vigorous tafk of fubmiflion and paf- 
five obedience, all thjcir learning and ability are ra- 
ther a matter of perfonal ornament to themfelves, 
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than of the Icaft ufe in the performance of thdr 
duty* 

The prefeat furrender, therefore, of rights and 
privileges, without examination, and the refolu- 
tion to f^pport any minifter given by the fecret 
^vifers of the crown, determines not only on all 
the power and authority of the houfe, but it fettles 
the character and defcription of the men who are 
to compofe it j and perpetuates that chara&er a$ 
long as it may be thought expedient to keep up a 
phantom ef popular reprefentation. 

It is fof the chance of fome amendment before 
this new fettleroent takes a permanent form, and 
while the matter is yet foft and duftile,.that the 
Editor has republiihed this piece, and added fome 
notes and explanations to it^ His intentions, he 
hopes, will excnfe hi|n to the original mover, and 
to the workL He acts from a ftrong fenfe of the 
incurable ill effcfts of holding out the conduct of 
the late'houfe of commons, as an example to be 
ihunned by future reprefentatives of the people. 
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Lunay i^ Die yunijj I784. 

AMOTION was made, That a reprefentatioa 
be prefented to his majefty, moft humbly 
to oflFer to his royal confideration, that the ad- 
drefe of this houfe, upon his majefty's fpcech from 
the throne, was diftated folely by our conviftion 
of his majefty's own moft gracious intentions to- 
wards his people, which, as we feel with gratitude, 
fo we are ever ready to acknowledge with chear* 
fulnefs and fatisfadion. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, we were will- 
ing to fcparate from our general expreffions of 
duty, refpeft, and veneration to his majefty*s royal 
perfon and his princely virtues, all difcuflion what- 
ever, with relation to feveral of the matters fug- 
gefted, and feveral of the expreffions employed in 
thatfpeeclu 

That 
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That It was r^ot fit or becoming, that any de- 
cided opinioh flxould be formed by his faithful 
commons, on that fpeech, without a degree of de- 
liberation adequate to the importance of the ob- 
jed*. Having afforded ourfelves due time for that 
deliberation, we do now moft humbly beg leave 
toreprefent to his majefty, that, in the fpeech from 
the throne, his nvinifters have thought propef^ to 
life a language of a very alarming import, unau- 
thorized by the praflice of good times, and irr?-. 
condleable to the principles of this govenimentt 

Humbly to exprefe to his majefty, that it is the 
privilege and duty of this houfe to guard the con- 
ftrtution from all infringement on the part of mii- 
nifters; and whenever the occafion requires it, 
to warn them againft any abufe of the authorities 
committed to them ; but it is very lately,* that 
in a manner not more unfeemly than irregular 
and prepofterous, minifters have thought proper, 
by admonition from the throne, implying diftruft 
arid reproach, to convey the expeftations of the 
people to us, their fole reprefentativesj-f- and have 

♦ Sec King^s Speech, Dec. 5, 1782, and May 19, 1784. 

t " 1 will never fubmit to thfe do^rines I have heard this day 
from the woolfack, that the other houfe [houfe of commons] ar^ 
the only reprefentatives and guardkns of the people's rights ; I 
boldly maintain the contrary — I fsly this houfe [houfe of lords] 
is equaHy the rtprefentafives of the people,* * Lord Shelhume^s fpeech^ 
JprilSV^j'jS. Fide Parliamentarif Regijer^ vol. 10, p^gc 392» 
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jirefumed to caution, us, the natural guardians of 
the conftitution, againft Any infringement of it on 
our parts. 

This dangerous innovation we, his faithful com- 
mons, think it our duty to mark; knd as thefe 
admonitions from the throne, by their frequent 
repetition, feem intended to lead gradually to the 
dlablilhment of an ufage, we hold ourfehees bouiid 
thus folemnly to proteft againft them. 

This houfe vnll be, as it ever ought to be, anxi- 
oufty attentive to the inclinations and interefts of 
its conftituents: nor do we defire to ftraiten any 
^ the avenues to the throne, or to either houfe 
of parliament. But the ancient order, in which 
the rights of the people have been eiercifed, is 
not a reftriiftion of thefe rights. It is a method 
providently framed in favour of thofe privileges; 
which it preferves and enforces by keeping in that 
courfe which has been found the moft effeftual for 
anfwering their ends. His majefty »may receive 
the opinions and wiflies of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their 
feals, as exprefling their own particular fenfe: and 
he may grant fueh redrefs as the legal powers of 
the crown enable the crown to afford. This, and. 
the other houfe of parimment, may alfo receive tlie 
wijtties of fuch corporations and individuals by 
petition. The coUedive fenfc of his people his 
majefty is to receive from his common^ in parlia* 

ment 
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ment aflmbled. It would dcftroy the whole fpirit 
of the conftitution, if his cdihmons were to receive 
that fenfe from the minifters of the crown, or to 
adpiit them to be a proper or a regular channel 
fot conveying it. 

That the minifters in the faid 4'^ech declare^ 
•* His majefiy has a juft and confident reliance^ 
*' thJit we (his faithful commons) are animated 
*' with the fiime fentiments of loyalty, and the 
•* iame attachment to bur excellent ccmftitutioii, 
^' which he had the happincls to fee fo fully mahi* 
*' fefted in every part of the kingdom." 

To reprefcnt, that his faithful commons have 
never failed in loyalty to his majefty. It is neW 
to them to be reminded of it. It is unnecefla^ 
and invidious to prefs it upon them by any ek*- 
ample. This recommendation of loyalty, after his 
majefty has fat for fo many years, with the fifll 
fupport of all defcriptions of his fubjeifts, on the 
throne of this kingdom, at a time of profound 
peace, and without any pretence of the fexiftencSe 
or apprehcnfion of war or confpiracy^ becomes 
in itfelf a fource of no ftnall jeakmfy to his faithful 
commons; as many circun)ftances lead u? to ap- 
prehend that therein the minifters have reference 
to fome other meafures ahd principles of loyalty, 
and to fome other ideas of the conftitution, than 
the laws require, ot the praftice of parliament wiH 
admits - . .\ ' 

No 



Digitized by 



Google 



^fPlStCn 1?K0U THE THRONE. lifj 

Na regular communication of the proofs o£ 
loyalty and attachment to the conilitution, ^ud- 
ed to in the fpeecb'fi^om the throne, have been^ktid 
before this houfe, in order to enable us to judge 
of the nature, tendency, or occafion of them; or 
in wb^t particular afts they were difplayed; but 
if we are to fuppofe the manifeftaticMas of loyatlty 
(which are held out to us as an example for imita- 
tion) confiH in certain addrefles delivered to hk 
majefty, promifiag fupport to his majefty in the 
' cxercife of his p^rerog^tive, and thanking his sua- 
jefty for removing certain of hi& minifters, on ao- 
count of the votes they |iave given upon bills de- 
pending in parlbment,— ^if this be the example ctf 
loyalty alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, 
then we muft beg leave to exprefs oUr ierious coa- 
cern for the impreffion which has beeii made oh 
any of our fellow-fubjefts by mifreprefentations, 
which hav? feduced them into a feeming approba- 
tion of proceedings fubverfive of their own free* 
dom. We conceive, that the opinions deHverad 
in thefe papers were not well confidered; not 
were the parties duly informed of the nature of 
the matters on which they were called to deter- 
mine, nor of thofe proceedings of pariiamenfe 
which they were led to cenfure. 

We fhall ad: more advifedly. — ^The loyalty 'we 
fliall manifeft will not be the fame with theirs j 
but, we truft, it will be equally fincere, and motp 
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enlightened. It is no flight authority which fliaH 
perfuade us (by receiying as proofs of loyalty the 
naiflakcn principles lightly taken up in thefe ad- 
. (Jrefiea) obliquely to criminate, with the heavy and 
ungrounded charge of difloyalty and difaffeclion, 
an uncorrupt, independent, and refornving pjirlia- 
xneat.* Above all, we fliall take care that none 

of 

♦ In that parliament the houfe of commons by two feverarrfc- 
ibkitions put an end to the American war. Immediately on tbc 
change df miniftry, whici>^ enijieds in order to iecure their own 
,2ndependence» and to prevent the accumulation of new burthens, 
on the people by the growth of a civil lift debt, they pafled the 
cflablifhment bill. By that bill thirty-fix offices tenable by mem- 
bers of parliament were fupprefled ; and an order of payment 
^as framed, by which the growth of any frefh debt was rendered 
•impra<^icable. , The debt on the civil lift from the beginnitig 6f 
the prefent reign bad amounted to one million three hundred 
thoufand pounds and upwards. Another aft w^s pafled for re- 
gulating the office of the paymafter general, and the offices fub- 
ordinate to it. A million of publick money ha'd fometimes been 
in the hands of the pay matters: this aft prevented the pofljbility 
of any money whatfocver being accumulated in that office in fu- 
ture. The offices of the ejcchequer, whofe emoluments in time 
of war were exceflive, and grew in exaft proportion to the pub- 
lick burthens, were regulated; fome of them fupprefled, and the 
reft reduced to fixed falaries. To fecure the freedom of eleftioa 
mgainft the crown, a bill was pafled to difqualify all officers co|i- ^ 
ccrned in the coUeftion of the revenue in any of its branches 
from voting in eleftions; a moft important aft, not only with 
regard to its primary objeft, the freedom of eleftion, but as ma- 
terially forwarding the due coUeftion of revenue. For the fame 
end, (the pFeferviiig the freedom of eleftion) the houfe refcinded 
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c^ the rights and privileges, always claimed, and 
finc'e the acceflion of his majefty 's iliilflrions family 
conftantly exetcifed by this houfe (and which we 
hold and exercife in truft for the commons of 
Great Britain, and for their benefit) Ihall be con- 
ftruftivdy furrendered, or even weakened and ini- 
paired under ambigTious phrafcs, and implications 
of cenfure on the late parliamentary proceedings. 
If thefe claims are not well-founded, they ought . 
to be honeftly abandoned; if they are juft, they 
ought to be fteadily and refolutely maintained. 

Of his majefty's own gracious difpofition to- 
wards, the true principles of our free conftitution, 
his faithful commons never did, or could enter- 
tain a doubt: but we humbly beg leave to exprcfi 

tbc famous judgment relative to the Middlefex cle<5lIon , and ex- 
punged it from the journals. On the principle ef reforraatioa 
of their own houfe, connpdlcd \yith a principle jDf publick oeco* 
nomy, an a<5t paflcd for rendering contraftors with government 
incapable of a feat in parliament. The India Bill, ( unfortunately 
loft in the houfe of lords) purfued the fame idea to its comple- 
tion; anddifabled all fervants of the Eaft India company from 
a feat in that houfe for a certain time, and until their conduct 
' -was examined into and cleared. The remedy of infinite corrup- 
tions and of infinite diforders and opprclfions, as well as the fecu- 
rity of the moft important objedts of publick oeconomy, perifhed 
with that bill and that parliament. That parliament alfo infti- 
tutcd a committee to inquire into the colledlion of the revenue 
in all its branches, which profccuted its duty with great vigour; 
and fuggclled feveraj material improvements. 

Vol. IV. L to 
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td his majefty our uncafitiefs concerning otlicr 
new and uniifual exprelfions of his minifters, de- 
daratx^ry of a refolution " to fupport in their y'i^ 
** balance, the rights and privileges of every branch 
*' of the legiflature/* 

It were dcfirable that all hazardous theories con- 
cerning a balance of rights and privileges (a mode 
of expreffion wholly foreign to parliamentary 
ufage) might have been forborne. His majcfly*s ' 
faithful commons are well inftrufted in their own 
rights and privileges, which they are determined 
to maintain oft the footing upon which they were 
handed down from theii'anceftors: they arc not 
unaicqukinted with the rights and privileges of the 
houfe of peers J and they know and refpeft the 
lawful prerogatives of the crown: but they da 
not think it fafe to admit any thing concerning 
the exiftence of a balance of thofe rights, privi- 
leges^ and preiogatives; nor are they able to dif* 
cern to Ivhat obje<9^ minifters would apply their 
fiction of balance} nor what they would confider 
as a juft one- Thefe unauthorized doftrines have 
a tendency to ftir improper difcuffions; and to lead 
to mifcbievous innovations in the conjftitution.'*'' 

That 

* If thcfc fpccolationJ afe let loofc, the h6ufc of lords may 
quarrel with their (hare of the legiilature, as being limited with 
regard to the origination of grants to the crown 9nd the origina- 
tion of money biU«. The adviibrs of the crown may think pro- 
per 
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That his faithful commons moft humbly re- 
commend, inftead of the inconfideratc ipecula* 
tioBS of unexperienced men, that on all occaiions, 

refort 

per to bring its negative into ordinary ofe; mnd even to difputCy^ 
whether a mere negative, compared with the deliberative power, 
ej^^rci^d in the other houfey, ht fuch a (hare in the legiflature, 
as to produce a due balance in favour of that branch ; and thus 
juftify the previous interference of the crown, in the manner 
lately ufed. . The following will fervc to Ihcw how much foun- 
dation there is for great caution, concerning thefe novel fpecula- 
tions^ Lord Shdburne, in his celebrated fpeech, April 8th, 
1.778, exprcffes hirafelf as follows : Vide Parliamtntarj/ Regifier, 
vol. X. 

•* The noble and learned lord oh the woolfack, in the debate 
**^ which opened the buiinefs of this day, ftflcrted that your lord- 
<< &ips were incompetent to make any alteration in a money 
*.< bill, or a bill of fupply. I ihould be glad to fee the matter 
*' fully and fairly dilcufled, and the fubjedb brought forward and 
" argued upon precedent, as well a» all its collateral relations. 
** I fhould be plcafed to fee the queftion fairly committed, were 
" it for no other reafon, but to hear the (leek fmooth contrac- 
<* tors from the other houfe, come to this bar and declare, that 
** they, and thty only, could frame a tftoney 6iU; and they, and 
♦* they o/t/y, could diipofe of the property of the peers of Great Bri" 
<* tain. Perhaps fome arguments more plaufible than thofe I 
«• heard this day from^the woolfack, to (hew that the commons 
** have an ui>controlable,. unqualiefid right, to bind your lord- 
«• (hips' proberty, may be urged by them. At prefent, I beg 
** leave to differ irom the noble and learned lord; for unt'd the 
<* claim, after >a folemn difcuiCon of the houfe, is' openly and 
** diredly relinquKhed, I (hall continue to be of opinion, that 
•^•your lordihips have a right to altera amend, or rejeft a money 
*• biU." 

h^ Tho 
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rcfoit fhould be had to the happy pradice of par- 
liament^ and to thofe folid maxims of government 
\(;rhich have prevailed fincc the acceffion of his ma- 
jefty's illuftrious family, as furnifliing the only 
fiife principles on which the crown and parliament - 
can proceed 

We think it the more ncceflary to be Cautious , 
on this head, as, in the laft parliament, the prefent 
minifters had thought |1roper to countenance, if 
not to fuggeft, an attack upon the moft clear and 
undoubted rights and privileges of this hcufe.* 

Fearing 

The duke of Richmond alfo, tn Hi* lettento the iroUmtecrs of 
Ifeland, fpeaks of feveral of the powers cxcrcifcd br the houfe 
of commons^ in the light of nfurpations ; and his grace is of 
opinion, that when the people are reilored to what he conceivcsr 
to be their rights, in eledling the hou^e of commons, the other 
branches of tlic legrflatureooght to be rcftored to theirs. Vide 
Remembrancer r '^o\ • x.\i, 

* B7 aii a<5fc of {)arliament, the direiSkors of the Eail India 
company are regained from acceptance of bills drawn from 
india^ beyond a certain amount, withont the confent of the com- 
Hiiffioners of the treafury. The late hoafe of commons finding 
bills to an immefife amount, drawn updn that body by their fer-* 
rants abroad, and knowing their circnmflances 10 be -exceedingly 
doubtful, came to a rcfolutionprovi^ntlycantioningthe lords o^ 
the trcafory againft the acceptance of tbefc bills, until the hoafc 
ftould othcrwife dire^. The court k>rd$ then took occafion to' 
deelasc againft the refblution aaill^l, hf the commons under-* 
taking to dire<ft an the execution of a truft crcatetl by act of par* 
lianaent. Thehoufe juftly alarmed ai: tbis-refolution, whi^fr 
wenttp the dcftruction of the whole of its Taper Intehdingcapa-* 

city^ 
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Fearing, from thefe extraordinary adn^onitions, 
and from the new do<3:rines, which feem to have 
dictated feveral unufual e^preffions, that his ma- 
jefty has been abufed by falfe reprefentatiojis of the 
iate proceedings in parliament, we think it our 
duty refpectftilly to inform his majefty, that no 
attempt wliatever has been made againft his law-^ 
ful prerogatives, or againft the rights and privi- 
leges of the peers, by the late houfe of commons, 
in any of their addrefles, votes, or refolutions: 
neither do we know of any proceeding by bill,, in 
which it was propofed to abridge the extent of his 
royal prerogative: but, if fuch provifipn had ex- 
ifted in any bill, we proteft, and we declare, againft 
;ill fpeeches, acts or addrefles, from any perfons 
whatfoever, which have a tendency to confider 
fuch bills, or the perfons concerned in them, as 
juft objects of any kind of cenfure and punifliment 
from the throne. Neceflary reformation^ . may 
hereafter require, as they have frequently done iii 
former times, limitatiofis and abridgments, and 

city, and particularly in matters relatiye to its own province of 
tnoney, tiircdlcd a committee to fearch the journals, and they 
found a reguUr ferie§ of precedents^ commencing ffom the rc- 
moteft of thofe records, and carried on to that day^ by which it 
iippearcd, that t^ie houfe interfered by an authoritative advice and 
adiTK>nition, upon every adt of executive government without ex- 
rception; and in many much ftronger cafe§ than that which tlif 
lords thought proper to quarrel with. 

L3 , m 
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in fome cafes an entire extinftion'offome branch 
of prerogative. If bills fliould be, improper in the ' 
form in which they appear in the houfe where • 
they originate, they are Uable, by the wifdom of ' 
this conftitutioti, to be correfted,, and even to be • 
totally fet afide, elfewherc, This is the known, 
the legal, and the fafe remedy: but whatever, by 
' the manifeftation of the royal difpleafure, tends to ' 
intimidate individual members froni prQpofing,> 
or this houfe from receiving, debating, aiid paflv 
ing bills, tends to prevent even the beginning of 
every reformation in the ftate; and utterly .dc>* 
ftroys the deliberative capacity of parliament*—^ 
We therefore claim, demand, aild infift tipon it, 
as our undoubted right, that na perfons fhall bq 
deemed proper objefts of animadverfion by ike 
crown, in any mode whatever, for the vot^s ' 
which they give, or the propofitions which the)r 
make, in parliametit. 

We humbly conceive, that befides its fliare of ; 
tlie legiflativ6 power, and its right of impeach* 
ment, that by the la\/ and ufage of parliament j 
this houfe has other pow;ers and capacities, which ' 
it is bound to maintain. This houfe is affured, 
that our humble advice on the exercife of prero- 
gative will be heard with the fame attention with 
which it has ever been regarded 5 and that it will 
be followed by the fame cflFects which jt has ever 
produced, during the happy and glorious reigns 
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<jf his majefty's royal progenitors; not doubting 
but that, in all thofe points, we Ihall be confidered 
as a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
not merely as an accufer of competence to crimi- 
pate.* This houfe claims both capacities; and 
we truft thit we Ihall be left to our free difcretion 
which of them we fhall employ as beft calculated 
for his majefty's, and the national fepvice. — M'^hen- 
ever we Ih^U fee it expedient to offer our advice 
concerning his majefty -s fervants, who are thofc 
of the publick, we confidently hope, that the perr 
fonal favour of any minifter, or any fet of minir 
fters, will not be more dear to his majefty, than 
the credit and charafter of a houfe of commons^ 
It is an experiment full of peril to put the reprc- 
fesjtative wifdom and juftice of his majefty *s people 
in the wrong; it is a crooked and defpcrate dc^ 
iiga, leading to mifchief, the extent of which no 
human wifdom can forefee, to attempt to form a 
prerogative party in the nation, to be reforted to 
as occasion fhall require, in derogation from the 
authority of the commons of Great Britaih in par* 
Kament affembled: it is a contrivance full of dan- 
ger, for minifters to fet up the reprefentative and 
j • / 

* " I pbfcrve ot tfie fame time, that tlicre is no charge or 
com;>laint ^Viggt^izd a^ainft my prefent minirterp.*' — The kin^^s 
ait^heTy 2alh Fmbrvary 1784, totli^ addrefsofthe fyovfeofcamuivis, 
Vjije Rcfolutious iif the Rjufc of ComtnonsyprmUdfor Ekbreti^ p. 31. 

I-. ^ . cpnftituent 
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conftituent bodies of the commons of this kingt 
dom as two feparate and diftind powers, formed 
to counterpoife each other, leaving the preference 
in the hands of fecret advifers of the crown. In 
fuch a 'fituation of things, thefe advifers, taking 
advantage of the differences which may acciden- 
tally arife, or may purpofely be fomented between 
them, will have it in their choice to refort to the 
one or the other, as may beft fuit the purpofes of 
their finiftei: ambition. By exciting an emulation 
and conteft between the reprefentative and the; 
conftituent bodies, as parties contending for credit- 
and influence at the throne, facrifices will be madq 
by both} and the whole can end in nothing elfe; 
than the deftruction of thedcareft rights and liber- 
ties of the nation. If there mufl: be another modq • 
of conveying the collective fenfe of the people tq 
the throne than that by the houfe of commons, it 
ought to be fixed and defined, and its authority 
ought to be fettled : it ought not to exift in fo pre- 
carious and dependent a ftate as that minifters 
feould have it in their power, at their pM'n mere 
pleafure^ to acknowledge it with refpeft, or to re-» 
jeft it with fcorn* 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the crown 
to difiblve pairliament; but w:e beg leave to lay 
before his majefty, that it is, of all the trufts veft- 
ed in his majefty, the moft critical and delicate, 
and that in which this houfe has the moft reafon 

to 
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jto require, not only the good faith, but the far 
vour oiF the crown. His commons are not always 
upon a par with his minifter^ in an application to 
popular judgment: it is not in the power of the 
members of this houfe to go to their election at 
the moment the moft favourable for them. It is 
in the power of the crown to choofe a time for 
their diflblution whilft great and arduo.us matters 
of ftate and legiflation are depending, which may 
be eafily mifunderftood, and which cannot be fully 
explained before that mifunderftanding may prove 
fatal to the honour that belongs, and to the con* 
^deration that is due, to members of parliament. 

With his majefty is the gift of all the rewards, 
the honours, diftinctions, favour, and graces of 
the ftate; with his majefty is the mitigation of all 
the rigours of the law; and we rejoice to fee the* 
crown pofleffed of trufts calculated to obtain good- 
will, and charged with duties which are popular 
and pleafing. Our trufts are of a different kind. 
Pur duties are harfh and invidious in their na- 
ture; and juftice and lafety is all we can exped 
in the exercife pf them. We are to offer falutary, 
which is not always pld^iiig, counfel: we are to 
inquire and to accufe: and the objeds of our in- 
quiry and charge will be for the moft part perfons 
of wealth, power, and extenfive connexions: we 
are to make rigid laws £pr the prefervation of 
revenue, which of neceffity more or lefs confine 

fome 
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fome action, or reftrain fame fun<?J:ion, winch be-' 
fore was free: what is the moft critical and invi- 
dious of all, the whole body of the publick impofi- 
tions originate from us, and the hand of the houfe 
of commons is feen and felt in every burthen that 
preffes on the peojJe, Whilft, ultimately, we are 
ferving them, and in the firft inftance whilft we are 
ferring his majefty, it will be hard, indeed, if we 
fliould fee a houfe of commmis the viftini of its 
zeal and fidelity, facrificed by his minifters to thofe 
very popular difcontents which fhall be excited by 
our datiful endeavours for thefecurity and greats 
nefs oi his throne. No other confequence can re- 
firk from fuch an example, but that, in future, 
the houfe of commons, confulting its fafety at the 
cxpcnce of its duties, and fufFcring the whole 
energy of the ftate to be relaxed, will fhrink fiom . 
every fervice, which, however neceffary, is of a 
great and arduous nature ; or that, willing to prot 
vide for the publick neceffities, and, at the fame 
time, to fecure the means of performing that tafk, 
they will exchange independence for protedion, 
and will court a fubfervient exiftence through the 
favour of thofe minifters of ftate, or thofe fecret 
advifers, who ought themfelves to ftand in awe of 
the commons of this realm. 

A houfe of commons, refpe<5led by his mini- 
fters, is effcntial to his majefty's fervice: it is fit 
that they Ihould yield Xo parliament, and not that 

parliament 
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parliajMflit fKouId be new modelled until it is fitr'^ 
ted to their purpofes. If our authority is only to 
be held up when we coinidde in opinion with his 
majefty^s advifers, but is to be fet at nought the 
moment it diflfers from them, the houfe of com- 
mons will fink into a mere appendage of adminir 
ftration; and will lofe that independent character 
Kvhich, infeparably connecting the honour ^nd re- 
putation with the a<Sts of this houfe, enables us to 
afford a real, effective, and fiibftantial fupport to 
his government. It is the deference fliewn to our 
ppinion, when we diffent from the fervants of the. 
crown, which alone can give authority to the pro- 
ceedings of this houfe, when it concurs with their 
ineafures. 

That authority once loft, the credit of his ma- , 
jefty's crown will be impaired in the eyes of all na* 
tions. Fqieign powers, who may yet wifli to re- , 
yive a friendly intercourfe with this nation, will, 
look in vain for that hold which gave a connec- 
tion with Great Britain the preference to an alii- . 
ance with any other ftate. A houfe of commons, . 
pf ^hich minifters were known to ftand in awe, ^ 
where every thing was neceffarily difcuffed, on 
principles fit to be openly and publickly avowed, 
and which could not be retraced or varied with- . 
out 4anger5 furniftied a ground of confidence in 
the publick faith, which the engagement of no 
ftate dependent on the fluctuation qf perfonal fa- » 

vour, 
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vottr, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If 
faith with the houfe of commons, the grand fe^* 
curity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a v^round is given to the political 
importance of Great Britain, which \vill not eafily 
be healed. 

Tliat tlierc was a great variance between the late 
houfe o^ commons and certain perfons, whom his; 
m^efty has been advifed to make and continue as 
ininifters, in defiance of the advice of that houfe, 
is notorious to the " worlds That houfe did not 
confide in thofe minifters; and they withheld 
their confidence fronithem for r^afons for which 
pofterity will honour and refpeft the names of 
thofe who cofnpofed that houfe of commons, dif? 
tinguifhed for its independence. They could not 
confide in perfons who have fhewn a difpofilion 
to dark and dangerous intrigues. By thefe in- 
trigues they have weakened, if not defl:royed, the 
clear aflfurance which hi^ majefty's people, an4 
which all nations ought to have, of what are, and 
what are not, the real a£ls of his government. 

If it Ihould be feen that his minifl:ers may con* ' 
tinue in their offices,, without any fignification tQ 
them of his majefty's difpleafure at any of their 
meafures, whilft perfons confiderable for their 
rank, and known to have had accefs to his ma- 
jefty's facred perfon, can with impunity abufe that 
advantage^ and employ his- majefty/s name to dif- 

avow 
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airow and countered the proceedings of his offi- 
cial fervants, nothing but diftruft, difcord, debility^ 
contempt of all authority, and ^ncral corifufion, 
can prevail in his government. 

This we lay before his majefly, with humility 
and concern, as the inevitabk efFeft of a Ipirit of 
intrigue in his executive government; an evil 
which ^ve have but too much reafoa to be pcr-» 
fuaded exifts atid increafes. During the courfe of 
the laft feflion it broke out in a manner the moft ^ 
alarming. This evil was infinitely aggravated by 
the unauthorized, but not difavowed ufe which 
has been made of his majefty^s name, for the pur- 
pofe of th$ njoft unconftitutional, corrupt, and dit 
honourable influence on the minds of the mem- 
bers of parli^nient, that ever was practifed in this 
kingdom. No attention, even to the exterior 
decorum, in the praftice of corruption, and inti- 
midation employed on peers, was obferved: feveral 
peers were obliged under menaces to retract their 
declarations, and to recall their proxies. 

The commons have the d^epeft intereft in the 
purity and integrity of the peerage. The peers 
difpofc of dl the property in the kingdom, in the 
iaft refort; and they difpofe of it on theirhonour 
and ncft on their oaths, as all the members of 
^very other tribunal in the kingdom irtuft do", 
though in them the proceeding is not condufive* 
We have, therefore, a right to demand that n^j 

application 
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application fliaH be made t6 peers of fucli'a nature 
as may give room to cftU in queftion^ i^iuch lefs to 
attaint, our fole fectrity for all that we poffefe. 
This corrupt proceeding appeared td the houfe of 
commons, who ate the natural guardians of the 
purity of parliament, and of the purity of every 
branch of judicature, a moft reprehenfible ancl 
dangerous praftice^ tending to ihake the very 
foundation of the authority of the houfe of peers j 
and they branded it as fuch by their refohition* 
. The houfe had not fufficient evidence to enable 
them legally to punifh this pradice, but they had 
enough to caution them againft all confidence in 
the authors and abettors of it. They performed 
their duty in humbly advifing his majefty againft 
the employment of fUch minifters; but his ma- 
jefty was advifed to keep thofe minifters, and to 
diffolve that parliament* The houfe, a^^'are of the 
importance and tirgency of its duty with regard 
to the Britifh interefts in India, which Were and 
are in the utmoft diforder, and in the utmoft peril, 
moft humbly requefted his majefty not to diffolve 
the parliament during the courfe of their very 
critical proceedings on that fubjed. His majefty's 
gracious c©ndefcenfion to that requeft was con* 
yeyed in the royal faith, jdedged to a houfe 
erf parliament, and folemnly delivered from the 
throne. It was b^t a very few days after a com- 
mittee had been, with the confent and concur^ 

rence 
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ffticc bf the chancellor of the exchequer, appoitttaJ 
for an inquiry into certain accounts delivered to 
tke houfe hy the court of directors, and then ac- 
tually engaged in that inquiry, that the minifters^ 
regardlefs of the affurancc given from the crown 
to a houfe o^ cpmxnons, did diffolve that parlia* 
ment. We moll humbly fubmit to his mtgcfty:*s 
confideratioB the confequences of this their brcack 
of publkk faith. 

Whilft the members of the houfe of commons, 
tinder that fecurity, were engaged in his m^efty^s 
and the national bufinefs, endeavours were indu£- 
trioufly ufed to calumniate thofe whom it was 
found impracticable to corrupt. The reputation 
of the members, and the reputation of the houfe. 
itfelf, was undermined in every part of the king- 
dom. 

In the fpeech from the throne relative to Indb, 
we are cautioned by the minifters, " not to lofe 
" jQght of the effect any mes^ure may have on the 
^* conftitution of our country/* Wc are appre- 
henfive that a calumnious report fpread abroad of 
an attack upon his majefty's pip^rpgative by the 
late houfe of commons, may have made an impreii- 
{ion on his royal nvbd, and have glvrti occafion 
to this unufual admQnition ta the prefent. This 
attack is charged to have been made in the late 
parliament, by a bill which paffed the houfe of 
commons in the late feflion of that parliament^ 

for 
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for the regulation of the affairs, for the preferva^ 
lion of the commerce, and for the amendment of. 
the government of this nation, in the Eaft Indies, 

That his majefty and his people may have an 
ORJOrtunity of entering into the ground of this 
injurious charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint 
.his m^efty, that^ far from having made any in- 
fringement whatfoever on any part of his royal 
prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give 
t9 his m^efty certain powers never before pof- 
feflfed by the crown; and for this his prefent mi* 
nifters (who, rather than fall fliort in the number 
of their calumnies, employ fome that are contradic- 
tory) Have flandered this houfe, as aiming at the 
exteidfion of an unconftitutional influence in his 
Hiajefty's crown. This pretended attempt to in- 
creafe the influence of the crown, they were Weak 
enough to endeavour to perfoade his majefty's 
people was amongft the caufes which excited hii 
majefty^s refentment againft his late minifters. 

Further, to remove the impreflions of this ca- 
himhy coi;icermng an attempt in the houfc of com- 
mons againft his prerogative, it is proper to in- 
form his majefty, that the territorial pofleflions in 
the Eaft Indies never have been, declared, by any 
publick judgment, aft, or inftrumeht, or any re- 
folutioa of parliament whatfoever, to be the fubjeft 
matter of his majefly's prerogative; nor.hai'e they 
ever been underftood as belon^ng to his ordinary 
/ adminiftration. 



Digitized by 



Google 



9PEBCH FROM THB THROKS. l6l 

adminiftratioB^ or to be annexed or united to h\$ 
crown ; but that they are acquifitions of a new an4 
peculiar defcription,* unknown to th^ ancient 
executive conftitution of this country. 

From time to time, therefore, parliament pro* 
vided for their government according to ita diir 
cretion, and to its opinion of what was required 

* The territorial pofleffions in the Eaft Indies were acquired 
to the company, in virtue of grants from the Great Mogul, io 
the nature of offices and jurifdiftions, to he held under him^ and 
dependent upon kifcr^^n ; with the exprefs condition of being 
obedient to orders from hit court, and of paying an annual tri- 
bute to AU treafury. It is true, that no obedience is yielded tp 
thefe orders; and fpr Ibme time pad there has been no payment 
made of this tribute* But it is under a grant, fo conditionedi^ 
that they ftill hold. To fubjedt the king of Great Britain at 
tributary to a foreign power, by the ads of his fubjefts— to 
fuppofethe grant valid, and yet the condition void— to fuppole 
it good for the king, and infufBcient for the company— to fup- 
pofe it an interefl divifible between th^ parties ;— thefe are fome 
few of the many legal difficulties to be furmounted, before the 
common law of England can acknowledge the Eaft India com- 
pany's Aiiatick affairs to be a fubjeft matter ofprirogative^ fo as 
to bring it within the verge of Englifli jurifprudence. It is a 
very anomalous fpecies of power and property which is held 
by the Eaft India company. Our Englilk prerogative law does 
not furniih principles, much lefs precedents, by which it can be 
defined or adjufted* Nothing but the eminent dominion of par« 
{iainent over every Britiih fubjed in eveiy concern, and in tvery 
circumftance in which he is placed, can adjuil this new intti« 
cate matter. Parliament may ad wifely or unwifely^ juilly of 
unjuftly; but parliament alone is competent to it. 

VoL.IV- M by 
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hy the publick neceffitics. We do not know thact 
his majefty was entitled, by prerogative, to' e^or^ 
cife any zdt tff attthority whatfoeter in the torn* 
pany's affairs, or that in cfffdft, ftich authority has 
^Vet httti exercifed. His niajefty*^ patronage was 
not taken away by that bill ; becaufe it is notorious 
ihat his majefty never originally had the appoint^ 
ment of a fingle officer, civil or military, in the 
company's eftablifhment in India; nor has the leaft 
degree of patronage eVer been acquired to the 
<rown in any other manner or meafure, than as 
the power was thought expedient to be granted by 
aft of parliament ; that is, by the very fame autho- 
rity by which the offices were difpofed of and 
^regulated in the bill, which his majefty's fervants 
have falfely and injurioufly reprefented as infring- 
ing upon the prerogative of the crowp. 

Before the year 1773 the whole adminiftration 
of India, and the whole patronage to office there, 
was in the hands of the Eaft India company^ The 
Eaft India company is not a branch of his majefty's 
prerogative adminiftration, nor does that body ex* 
ercife any fpecies of authority Under it, nor indeed 
from any Britifli title, that does not derive all its 
legal validity from ads of parliament- 

When a claim was aflerted to the India territo- 
rial poffeflibns in the occupation of the company, 
thcfe poffefliong were not claimed as J^arcel of hi^ 
majefty's patrimonial eftate, or as a fruit of the 

* ancient 
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tinddnt inheritance lof his crown. They were 
ol^med for the publick. And when agreements 
were mside with, the Eaft India company concern^ 
ing any compofition for the holding, or any parti- 
rcipatioii of the profits of thofe territories, the 
agreement was made with the pubUck, and the 
preambles of the feveral ads have uniformly fi} 
ftated it. Thefe agreements were not made (even 
nominally) with his majefty, but with parliament; 
and the bills making and eftablifhing fuch agree-^ 
ments always originated in this houfe, which ap 
propriated the money to await the difpofition of 
parliament^ without the ceremony of previous 
confent from the crown even fo much as fuggcfted 
by any of his minifters; which previous confent is 
an obfervance of decorum, not indeed of ftrift 
tight, but generally paid when a new appropria-* 
tion takes place in any part of his majefty's prero- 
gative revenues. 

In purfuance of a right thus uniformly recog* 
nifed, and uniformly afted oii, when parliament 
undertook the reformation of the Eaft India com- 
pany in 1773, a commiffion was appointed as the 
commiffion in the bte bill was appointed; and it 
was made to continue for a term of years, as the 
commiffion in the late bill was to continue j all 
the commiffioners were named in parliament, as 
in the late bill they were named- As they re- 
ceived, fo they held their offices, wholly indepetx- 

M 2 dent 



Digitized' 



iby Google 



! 64 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 

dent of the crown ; they held them for a fixed 
term; they were not removeablc by an addreis of 
feithcr houfe, or even of both.houfes of parlia^ 
Inent, a precaution obferved in the late bill, rela- 
tive to the cdmmiffioners propofed therein; nor 
were they bound by the ftrift rules of proceeding 
which regulated and reftrsdned the late commif- 
fioners againft all poffible abufe of a power which 
could not fail of being diligently and zealoufly 
watched by the minifters of the crown, and the 
proprietors of the fiock, as wdl d/i by parliament. 
Their proceedings were, in that bill, direded to be 
of fuch a nature as eafily to fubjed them to the 
ftrideft revifion of both, in cafe of any malver- 
iation. 

In the year 1780, an a£t of parliament again 
made proiafion for the government of thofe tert 
ritories for another four years, without any fort 
of reference to prerogative; nor was the kaft ob- 
jection taken at the feccmd, more than at the firft 
of thofe periods, as if an infringement bad been 
tnade upon the rights of the crown; yet his ma- 
jeft/s niinifters have thought fit to reprefent the 
late commiflion as an entire innovation on. the 
conftitution, and the fetting up a new order and 
cftate in the nation, tending to the fubverfion of 
the monarchy itfelf. 

If the government of the Eaft Indies, oth^r 
than by his majefty's prerogative, be, in effeft, a 
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fourth order in the cominon-wealth, this twrdcr has 
Jong exifted; becaufc the Eaft India company Jia* 
for many years enjoyed it in the fiilleft citent,aiD4 
does at this day enjoy the whole adnuniftration of 
thofc provinces, and the patronage to offices 
throughout that great empire, except as it is cofi* 
troled by ad of parliament. 

It was the ill-condition, and ill-acUniniftrati^n of 
the company's a£^rs, which induced this houfc 
(merely as a temporary eftablifhment) to ^^eft thf 
feme powers which the company did before pof- 
fefs, (and no other) for a limited time, and under 
Tery ftrift dire<EHons, in jwroper hands, until they 
could be refiored, or further prpyiiion made conr 
cemipg them. It was therefore np creation what>- 
cver of a new power, but the removal of an cJ4 
power, long fince created, and then exifiing, from 
the management of thofe perfons who had ma- 
pifeftly and dangeroufly abufed their truft. This 
houfe, which well knows the parliamentary origin 
of all the company's powers and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which 
may veft thofe powers and privileges in others, if 
jufticc and the ppblick fafety fo require, is con- 
fcious to itfelf, that it no more creates a new order 
in the ftate, by making occafional truftees for the 
diredion of the company, than it originally did in 
^ving a much more permanent truft to the direc- 
tors, or to the general court of ^hat body. The mo- 
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Btopoly of theEiaft India coinpany' was a deroga- 
tibh from the general freedbm of tirade belonging 
to his majcfty*s people. The powers of govern* 
menty and of peace and war, are parts of preroga* 
tive of the highcft order. Of our competence to 
reftrain the rights of all his fubjefts by aft of pair- 
liamcnt, and to veft thofe high and eminent pre- 
rogatives even in a particular Company of mer- 
chants, there has been no queftion. We t)eg leave 
inoft humbly to daim as out* right, and as a right 
wluch this houfe has always ufed, to frame fuch 
iJills, for the regulation of that commerce, and of 
the territories' held by the Eaft India company, 
and every thing relating to them, as to our difcrev 
iion fliatt feem fit: and we affert Ind maintdit, 
that therein 'Wtf fbllow, and dp not innovate on 
the conftitutJon. 

That his majefty's minifters, mifled by their 
ambition, have endeavoured, if poflible, to forma 
€aftion in the country againft the popular part 
^f the conftitution ; and have therefore thought 
^proper to add to their flanderous accufation 
againft a houfe of parliament, relative to his ma- 
•jcfty's prerogative, another of a different natiire, 
calculated for the purpofe of raifing fears and jea- 
• Joufies among the corporate bodies of the king- 
dom, and of perfuading uninformed perfons be- 
longing to thofe corporations to look to, and to 
make addrcffes to them as protcftors of their 
' i rights. 
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righu, under their fev^al chjurtera, from, the dfJi 
figM which they, mthout any^^ 'grpwi4> charg^ 
the thea houfe of commons to have formed 
againft charters in general, for this purpofe they 
iiave not fcrupled. to afiert, that the -^exertioiVroC 
his majefty's prerogative in the late precipdlaCe 
change in his adminiftration, and the difiblutioif 
of the late parliament, were mcafures adopted irt 
order to refcue the people and th^ir rights PPt % 
the hands of the houfe of comoM^ns, t^ie»r.r»rify»w 
fentatives* o i * 

We truft that his majefty^s fubjefts ar6 not yet 
fo far dejuded as to believe that the charters, or 
that any other of their local or general privileges 
can have a folid fecurity in any place but wheeq 
that fecurity has always been lool£ed for, and al* 
ways found, in the houfe of commons. MiferabK 
and precarious indeed "yo^id be th^ ftate pf thei^ 
franchiies, if they yrcrc to find no d^nce b^ 
from that quarter fi;om whence they have alway^i 
been attacked.* But the late houfe of commons 

in 

*' The attempt upon ckarters 9nd the ppvilege&pf the corpo^ 
rate bodic? of the kingdom in the reigns of Charles the Second, 
and James the 6econ<i, was made by the croxva. It was c^ 
ried on by the ordinary oourfeof law, iiy courts inftituted for tl^ 
fecurity of th,c property a^d frapchifcs of the people. This 4^ 
tempt made by the crown^ was^ attended with complete ftQce^ 
The corporate rights of tbg <^7p( i^^P^t ^t^ ^Jb^ 
^ M 4 companies 
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iti paAng that l^ made no attack opoa any 
^wers or {Mrivilegesy isicoept fiich. as^hoo&of 

cotmnons 

e^tnpatiiM k crnittin*, Were hf Mttntt j^Klgment of lav ^e- 
dai^dforl^Cedy and ail :th«ir ffanebifds, privileges, properties 
Mid eftatesy were of xourfe feised iDto the hands of the crtHvn* 
The injury was from the crown ; the redrefs was by parliament* 
A bill was brought into the hovje ofeommonst by which the judg<* 
' dient againft the city 6f London^and againft the companies, 
#fts M^rftd ; and this bill pafled the houfe of lords wiUiout 
any complaint of trefpafs on their jurifdidiion, .although ]the 
bill was for a reverfWl of a judgment in law. By this ad, which 
is in the Iccond of William and Mary, chap, 8, the queftion of 
forfeiture of that charter is for ever taken out of the power bf 
kny court of law. No cognifance can be taken of it except m 
parliament. 

Although the aft abdve*mentioned has declared the judgt^eiit 
^;ainft the corporation of London to be iikgai ;ytt Blackilone 
makes no fcruple of averting, that *' perhaps in /lri6tnefs of 
'* law, the proceedings in moft of them [the Quo Warranto 
^« cau(^} were fofficiently regular," lea^ng it in doubt, whe- 
iIkt this regularity did iiot apply to the corpoiatioi^ of London, 
Is well as to any of tbt reil ; and he fbems to blame the pro- 
ceeding (as moft blatnable it was) not fo much on account of 
illegality, as for the crown's having employed a legal proceed- 
ing for political purpofes. He calls it " an exertion of an a^ of 
titw for the purpofes of the date/ * 

The farhe (ecurity which was given to the city of London^ 
^ould have been extended to all the corporations^ if the heufe 
V commons could have prevailed. But the bill for that pur* 
"Y^tt pafled but by a majority of one in the lords; and it was 
tntifdy loft by a prorogation, which is the aft of the crown. 
Sfli^, iodeed, was the feeority which the coq^ration of >Lon« 
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commons hals jfrequendy at^tacked^ and will attack 
^and tliejr txuft, in the end, with their wonted fno 

cefs) 

4<Mi enjojred^ btfore Uia a& of William i^d Maiy, and wbidi 
«11 the other cor poraiions fecor«d by. no ftatute, enjoy at xhm 
hour, if iind law was employed againft them. .The uieof 
ftrlA law has always been rendeied ^^ry delicate by the ftlne 
means, by which the almoft unmeaTured legal powers refi^ng 
(and in many inftancet dangerouily reft<Kng) in the crown, -f^r^ 
kept within due bounds; 1 mean, that ftrong fuperiatfliiding 
power in the houfe of commot»» which incoaiiderace peqphe 
have been prevailed on to condaxin as trenching on prerogatkre* 
Strift law is by ik> means fach a friend to the rights of tbe fiib* 
je(%» as they have been taught to believe. They who have beea 
moft coiiverfknt in this kind pf learning, will be moft feniible of 
the danger of fubmitting cor|>orate rights of high political im- 
portance to theie fubordioate tribunals. The general heads of 
law on that fubjeft are val^air and trivial. On them there ianot 
much queftion. But it is ifar from eafy to determine what ip»- 
cial ads, or what fpecial negled of adion, fhall Aibjed coipo- 
rations to a forfeiture. 1 here is fo much laxity in this dodrinci 
that great room is left for favour or prejudice, which might give' 
to the crown an ei^ire dominion dver thofe corporations. On 
the other hand, it is undoubtedly true, that every fubordiaale 
corporate right ought to be fubjed to control; to fupenour di- 
redion; and even to forfeiture upon juii caufe. In thisreafon 
and law agree. In every judgment given on a corporate right 
of great political importance, the policy and prudence make no 
feiali part pf the queftion. To thefe cooperations a court of 
, law is not con^petent ; and indeed an>attempt at the leaft ioUr« 
mixtnre of fnch ideas with tbe mauer of law, ooald hav^ no 
.other cffed, than who% to con upt the judicial charader o^the 
fooftt-in whiydiliiclMkCMifeihottklcoiBctobetfieaU •Itis.be* 
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jcdfe) that ia, upon thofc. which arc copruptly. zxid 
^q^preffiv^ admimfiereid; jand tliia houfe do &itiit 

foUy 

fides to be remarked, that if m ^mUlff of a \e^ prdctk^iorkh 
ture ihould be a<^Qdged^ thceoottofiaw has no power id mo^ 
difyor mhigate. ' The whole franehife is annihilated, and the 
co^rate property goes into the hands of the crown. They 
;who hold the new do<^ne8 concerning the power of the houfe 
cf commons, ought well to eonfider m fuoh a caie by what 
^^ms the corporate rights could be revived, or the property 
-could be recovered out of the hands of the crown. But par* 
liament can do, what the courts neither can do nor ought to at- 
tempt. Parliament is competent to give due weight to all po- 
Jitical confiderations. It may modify ; it may mitigate ; and it 
may render perfectly fecure, all that it docs not think fit to take 
away. It is not likely that parliament will ever draw to itfelf 
-the oognifanee of queitions concerning ordinary corporations, 
farther than to proted them in caf* attempts are made to induce 
a forfeiture of their fratichifes. 

The cafe of the Eaft India company is different even from that 

of the grcatcft of thefe corporations. No monopoly of trade, 

-beyond their own limits, is vefted in the corporate body of any 

town or city in the kingdom. Even within thefe limits the mo- 

:AoiK)Iy is not geneVal. The company has the monopo^y of the 

-trade of half the world. The firft corporation of the kingdom, 

riias for the obje'd of its jurifdi<5^ion only a few matters of fub- 

;ordina|te police. The Eaft India company governs an empiite 

throiigh all its concerns, and all its departments, from the loweli 

'] 9^ce of oaconomy to the higheft councils of ftate,— an empire to 

• which Great Britain is in comparilbn but a refpedable province* 

;To leave thefe concerns without fuperiour cognifance would be 

-madneis; to leave them to be judged iir thexourts below on the 

-principles of a confined, jorifprod^mte^ w9iild.be£D)ly% ;lt;is4»dl 
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AiUy a{[ure,his majefty, that we will corre^, and> 
if neceffary for the purpofe, as far as in us lies, wSl 
whoBydeftroy every fpecies of power and autho- 
rity exef clfed by Britife fubjeAs to the oppreffion^ 
wrong, and detriment of the people, and to the 
impoveriihment and defolation of the countries 
fubjeft to it. 

The propagators of the calumnies againfl: that 
houfe of parliament have been indefatigable in ex- 
aggerating the fuppofed injury done to the Eaft 
India company by the fufpenfion of the authori- 
ties which they have,' in every inftance, abufed; 

Jf the wbblc legiflativc power is competent to the correction of 
abufcsy which are commenfurate to the immenfity of the obje^ 
they affe^. The icjea of an abfolute power has indeed its ter« 
rours; but that objedlion lies to every parliatnentary proceeding; 
and as no other can regulate the abufes of fucH a charter, it it 
iitteft that Sovereign authority ihould be cxcrcifed, where it is 
moft. likely to be attended with the moft eff€(5lttal corredives. 
Thefe corrcdives are furnifhed by the nature and courfe of par« . 
liamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely diveriified charac- | 
tcrs who ppnipofe the two houfes. In effe<9; and virtually they 
form a vaft number, variety, and fucceffion of judges and jurors* 
The fulnels, the freedom, and publicity of difcuflion, leaves it 
eafy to diitinguiih what are ads of power, and what the detepr* 
niinations of equity and realbn. Ther^ prifjudiceporre^Sts pre* 
j.udice, and the different afpcritles of party zeal mitigate and neu- 
•tralife each pther. So far from violence being the general cha- 
rafleriftick of the proceedings of parliament, whatever the be* 
ginnings of any parliamentary procefs may be, its general fault 
io tht end is, that it is found incomplete and ineffe&ua). 
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n$ if power had been wf cfted, by wropg and vio^ 
ience, from juft and prudent hands; but they 
have, with equal care, concealed the wdghty 
grounds and reafons on which that houfe had 
adopted the moft moderate of all poffible expe- 
dients for reicuing the natives of India from op- 
preffion, and for faving the intereft of the real and 
honeft proprietors of their ftock, as well as that 
great national, commercial concern, from immir' 
nent ruiq. 

Th^.jthinifters aforeGud have alfo caufed it to be 
Reported, that the houfe of commons have con^- 
cated the property of the Eaft India company. It 
is the reverfe of truth. The whole management 
was a truft for the proprietors, under their own 
infpedion (and it was fo provided for in the bill) 
and under the.infpeAion of parliament. That bill, 
fo far from confifcating the company's property, 
was the only one which, for feveral years paft, did 
not, in fome fliape or other, affeft their property, 
or reftrain them in the difpofition of it. 

It is proper that his majefly and all his people 
fliould be informed, that the houfe of comn:vons 
have proceeded, with regard to the Eaft India 
company, with a degree of care, circumfpe6Hon, 
and deliberation, which has not been equalled in 
the hiftory of parliamentary proceedings. For 
fixteen years the ftate an^ condition of that body 
Las never been wholly out of their view: in the 
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year 1767 the houfe took thofe objefts into anh 
fideration, in a committee of the whde houfe: 
the bufinefs was purfued in the following yrar : 
in the year 1772^ two committees were appointed 
for the ^me purpofe, which examined into th?ir 
affairs with much diligence, and made very ample 
reports: in the year i773> the proceedings were 
carried to an aft of parliament, which proved in- 
effe&ual to its purpofe ; the oppreffions and abufes 
in India have fince rather increafed than diminifh^ 
ed, on account of the greatnefs of the temptations 
and convenience of the opportunities, which got 
the better of the legiflative provifions calculated 
againfl ill pradices, then in th^ir beginnings: info^ 
much that, in 1781, two committees were again 
inftituted, who have made feventeen reports. It 
was upon the moft minute, exad, and laborious 
colleftion and difcuflion of fa<5ts, that the late 
houfe of commons proceeded in the Reform which 
they attempted in the adminiftration of India, but 
which has been fruftrated by ways and means tht 
moft diflionourable to his majefty's government, 
and the moft pernicious to the conftitution of this 
kingdom. His majefty was fo f^nfible of the dis- 
orders in the company's adminiftration, that the 
confideration of that fubjeft was no lefs than fix 
times recommended to this houfe in fpeeches from 
the throne. 
The refult of the parliamentary inquiries has 

been. 
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been, that the Eaft India company was found to* 
tally corrupted, and totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its inftitution, whether political or 
commercial; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the charter had been abufed, by kindling 
hoftilities in every quarter for the purpofes of ra- 
pine; that ahnoft all the treaties of peace they have 
made, have only given caufe to fo many breaches 
of publick faith; that countries once the moft flou- 
rifhing are reduced to a ftate of indigence, de- 
cay, and depopulation, to the diminution of our 
ilrength^and to the infinite diflxonour of our na- 
tional charader; that the laws of this kingdom 
are notorioufly, and almoft in every inftance, de* 
fpifed; that the fervants of the company^ by thr 
purchafe of qualifications to vote in the general 
court, and, at length, by getting the company it- 
felf deeply in their debt, have obtained the entire 
and abfolute maftery in the bddy, by which they 
ought to have been ruled and coerced. Thus 
their malverfiitions in office are fupported inftcad 
of being checked by the company. The whole of 
the affairs of that body are reduced to a moft pe- 
rilous fituation; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men, who are under the proteclion 
of this nation, and who ought to be proteded by 
it, arc oppreffed by a moft defpotick and rapacious 
tyranny. The company and thei^ fervants have 
iltrengthened themfdvcs by this confederacy, have 
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£ft*sCt defiance the autliority and admonitions of 
this houie employed to reform them; and when 
this houfe had feleded certain principal delin<*> 
queiitSj whom they declared it the duty of the 
company to recall, the company held out its legal 
p^tirileges againft all reformation; pofitively re* 
fiifed to recall them; and fupported thofe who 
had fallen under the juft cenfure of this houfe^ 
with new and ftronger marks of countenance and 
approbation. ■ 

The late houfe difcovering the revcrfed fitua* 
tion of the company 5 by which the npminal fer- 
V^nts are really the mafters, and the oflFendcrs are 
-become their own judges, thought fit to examine 
into the ftate of their commerce; arid they have 
alio difcovered that their commercial affairs are in 
the grcatefl diforder^ that thdr debts have accu- 
mulated beyond any prefent or obvious future 
means of payment, at leafl under the aftual admi*^ 
niftration of their aflfairs; that this condition of 
the Eaft India company has begun to afFed the 
£nking fund itfelf, on which the publick credit of 
the kingdom refls, a million and upwards being 
due to the cuftoms, which that houfe of commons, 
whofe intentions towards the company have been 
fo grofsly mifreprefcnted, were indulgent enough 
to refpite. And thus, inftead of cqnfifcating their 
property, the company received without interefl 
•^which- in fuch a cafe had been before charged) 

the 
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the ufe of a very krgc fum of the puUiqk mooey* 
The revenues are under the peculiar care of thif 
houle, not only as the revenues originate froia us^ 
but as, on every failure of the funds fet apart for 
fupport of the national credit, Or tp provide for 
the national ftrength and fafety, the tafk of fup'^ 
plying every deficiency falls upon his majefty')^ 
faithful commons, this houfe muft, in effed, tax 
the people. The houfe therefore, at every mo- 
ment, incurs the hazard of becoming obnoxious 
to its cbnflituents* 

The enemies of the late houfe of commons ro» 
iblved, if poiiible, to bring on that event. Thqr 
therefore endeavoured to miireprefent the provi^ 
dent means adopted by the houfe of comitaons for 
keq)ing o£F this invidious neceffity, as an attack 
on the rights of the £aft India company; for they 
wdl knew that on the one hand if, for want c^ 
l^roper regulation and relief, the company ihould 
become infolvent, or even ftop payment, the na- 
tional credit and commerce would fufiain «n heavy 
blow; and that calamity would be jufUy imputed 
to parliament, which after fuch long inquiries^ 
and fuch frequent admonitions from his majefty, 
had neglefted fo eflential and fo urgent an article 
of their duty: on the other hand they knew, that, 
wholly corrupted as the company is, nothing ef- 
fedual could be done to prcfcrve that intereft from 
niin^ without taking for a time the national oly 

jea« 
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je^ts of their trufis out of their hands; and then a 
cry would be induftrioufly raifed againft the houfe 
of commons, as depriving Britifli fubjefts of their 
legal privileges. The reftraint, being plain and 
fimple, muft be eafily underftood by thofe who 
would be brought with great difficulty, to com«> 
prehcnd the intricate detail of matters of feft, 
which render this fufpenfion of the adminiftration 
of India abfolutely neceflary on motives of juftice, 
of policy, of publick honour, and publick fafety. 

The houfe of commons had not been able to de^ 
vife a method, by which the redrefe of grievances 
could be eflfefted through the authors of thofe 
grievances; nor could they imagine how corrupt 
tions could be purified by the corrupteris and the 
corrupted; nor do we conceive, how any refor- 
mation ean proceed from the known abettors and 
fupporters of the perfons who have been guilty of 
the mifdemeanors which parliament has repro- 
bated, and who for their own ill purpofes have 
^ven countenance to a falfe and delufive ftattf of 
the company's affairs, fabricated to miflead parlia- 
ment, md to impofe upon the nation.* 

Your 

* The purpofcof the mirrcprcfcntation being now con^plctely 
anfwered, there is no doubt but the committee in this parlia- 
ment, ajipointed by the miniilers thcmfclves, will juftify the 
ground^ upon which the lad parliament proceeded; and will lay 
open to the world, the dreadful (late of the company*! affairs, 

Vol. IV. N and 
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. Your commw$ feci, with a juft refentmei^t^ the 
inadequate eftim^te which your minifers hav^ 
formed of the importance of this great concern. 
They call on U« to aft upoathe principles of thofe 
Mvh^ have not inquired into the fub}edj and to 
condemn thofe m^o^ with tl^ moft lauds^Ue diU- 
gence, have examkied and llcrvtinized every gart 
of H# The deliberations of parUament have bc^H 
broken; the feafoa of the year is unfavourabki 
many of us ^tc new members, who muft be wholly 
unacquainted with tlie fubjecl, which lieis remote 
frotn the ordinary cojarfe oi genial infoflria- 
tion. \ 

We are cautioned againft aa infringement of 
the cwftitution ; and it is impoffible to kiK)W, 
what the fecret advifers of the crown, who have 
driven out the late minifter^ fbr their condufl: ifi 
^rliam«nt, afid h%v^ diflcAved the kte parliameuft 
for a pretended attack upon prerc^tive, wiU coni- 
fider as fuch an inftringetnent* W« ate »ot fur- 
niftied with a rule, the obfervance of which can 
make us fafe from the refentment of the crown^ 
even by an implicit obedience to the dictates of 
the minifters who have advifed that fpeech: we 

and the groflhefs of their own calumnies upon this head. By 
delay the new affcmbly is come into the difgraceful (ituation of 
allowing a dividend of eight per cent, by ad of parliament, 
without the leaft matter before them to juftily the granting of 

fny dividend at all. 

know 
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kaaow not howfoonthdfe laiiniftprs maybe dif- 
. avowed J and how jfoati tiw inciiihc|-s of this hOiife, 
for otir very agreementt witfc th^niy nwiy be iort- 
fidcred ds * objeda of 'Ma inaijcfly *6 ^ di^[rfea|mi. 
Uiitil by his majefty's gqodiitr& and lirifdain thb 
*litc example is cami^^ly dtefc a^^toy, .^ are nqt 
;free. ' . '- , - . - • •••.■* 

We are wieB awaK, in providing for the afikifrs 
€)f the caft, with What an adult ftrength of^ afcHafe, 
and of wealth and influence growi*igcut of that 
aJbufe, his n^efty*8 ooinmtins had, in ^hC'hft pat^- 
liament, and we ftiH have, to Ihruggk^ We ^r^ 
fenfibk that the inflnencb ^that w^alth^ in a 
much larger degree and irieafiii'^ than at aiyy for- 
mer period, may have penetra/ted into the v^fy 
quarter from whence alone any real reformation 
on be expe<5bed.* ' ' ' 

• This win be evident to thofc who confider the number and 
dcfcription of dirediors and fervants oftheEaft India company, 
chofen into the prefent parliament. The light in which the pre* 
fent miniftcrs hold the liiboura of the houfe of commons, in 
fcarchihginto tbediforders inthe Indian adminiilration, and all 
its endeavours for the reformat] oh of tht government there, with- 
out any diftin^ion of times, or of the perfons concerned, wiU 
appear from the following extra^ from a fpeech of the prefent 
lord chancellor. After making a high-flown panfegyrick on 
thofe whom the houfe of commons had condemned by their re- 
folutions, he faid — *' Let us not be mifled by reports from com- 
mittees oi another houfe, to which, I again repeat, J paj/ as much 
atttntiony as I would do^to^ the hljlory of Rob'uifon Cru/oe» Let tht 
. . N 2 ^ condud 
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If, therefore, in the arduous affairs recommend- 
ed to us, our proceedings flu>uld be ill, adapted, 
feebb : andi ineflfeaual j if no delinquency fhould 
be prefvented, and no delinquent fhould be called 
to accouixt; if every pcrfoh ihbuld be careflied, 
promoted, and raifed in power, in proportion to 
the enormity of his offences; if Ao relief fhould 
be ^veri to any of the natives unjuftly di^JofTelTed 
of their rights, jurifdidions, ahd properties; if no 
cruel andunjuft exactions fhall be forborne; if the 
fource of no peculation, or oppreffive gain fhould 
be cut off; if, by the pmiflion of the opportuni- 
ties that were in our hands, our Indian empire 
fhould fall into ruin irretrievable, and in its fall 
crufh the credit, and .overwhelm the revenues of 
this country, we fland acquitted to our |ionour, 
and to our confcience, who have reluftantly feen 
the weightieft interefls of our country, at times 
the moft critical to its dignity and fafety, rendered 
the fport of the inconfiderate and unmeafured am- 

c^ndud of theEaft India company be fairly and fully inquired 
into; let it be acquitted or condemned by evidence brought to 
the bar of the houlc. Without entering very deep into the fub- 
jcft, let me reply in a few words to an obfeivation which fell 
from a noble and learned lord, that the company'3 finances arc 
diftrelTed, and that they owe at this moment, a million fterling, 
to the nation. When fuch a charge is brought, will parliament 
in its juftice forget, that the company is rcftrided from em- 
ploying that credit i u'hich lis great and ^ourijhhfg Jiiuafion gives 
toit?/^ 

bition 
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Tuition of individuals, and by that means the wif- 
dom of his majefty's government degraded in the 
publick eftimation, and the policy and charafter of 
this renowned nation rendered contemptible in 
the eyes of all Europe. 

It paire4 in the negative. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THAT the leaft informed reader c^ this fp^ech 
may be enabled to eoter fully into the fpirit 
of the tranfiiction on occafion of which it was dc* 
livered, it may be proper to acquaint him, that 
am(Hig the princes dependent on this nation in the 
ibuthern part of India, the moft confiderable at 
prefent is commonly known by the title of the 
Nabob of Arcot. 

This prince owed the eftablifhment of his go* 
rer nment,' againft the claims of his elder brother, 
as well as;thofe of other competitws, to the arms 
and influence. of the Britiih £aft India company. 
£eing thus eftabliihed in a confiderable part of the 
dominions he now poflefles, he began, about the 
year 1765, to form, at the inftigation (as heaflcrta) 
of the.fervaiits of the Eaft India c!ompii>y>^ a va«- 
riety of defigtis for the furthter exttnfioa of Ms 
territories. [Some years iaficr, he carried.his udewB 
to certain. objeiEls of intmour arrangement, of a 
very pernicious nature. None of tbrfe.drffigns 
could be compaffed without, the aadof i the; torn- 
pany-8 arms^; nor could iChbfearpwAe. employed 
xonfiftcntlylTuritb an dbedience to tibie ;Ooaqp^y/s 
. orders. He was therefpfcjadvifedtafonnjia'niorfe 
f \ fecrct, 
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fecret, but an equally powerful intereft among the 
fervants of^hat company, ^4 among others both 
at home Ind abroad. By engaging them in his 
interefts, the ufe of the company's power might 
be obtained without their oftenfible authority; 
t!ic power ilmght even beeinploycd it defiance of 
the audiorityj if the cafe ihdiild:> require, as in 
truth it often did requirey' a proccednig of that 
.degree ol boldnefs* . j >[ . .. 

The company had' put hip* into polTeffioii of fe;- 
Veral^ great cities and inagnificentJcafleB. Tki 
good onkr of hi^ iSiitr^ his ibnfe of ^perfonal dig;- 
nity, his ideas of oriental fplendoufva»d the habits 
ef an Afiaticfc life (ta wihich, beiftgfiapative of 
ZndSa^ and a< Mahometaai, he had fibqit iM infancy 
been inured) would naturally h»vc)led*him tor&k 
the &at of lusi governsnent 'wi^kiti his own ddmi- 
3don& InftecUi of this^ lie tdtally ibqbeftef ed hhA' 
fdf from lus country ;, and, abandoning rali appeaiv 
ance of ftate^ he took up^ Us^ refideitice iii an ordiF' 
nary hpofioy which he purcbafed m the fuburbs of 
lilie c©nipany*&'&aory at Midrais. In that^ac^ic 
lias lived, without r^mimiig one day from tbencc, 
foV fo1^0ral ytatB paft. Hfe has? there conrtiirMed^ a 
co^ftdnt fcabal with^the company** fervamts^ from 
theiiig&fefttoitiiel6W«ft; bleating; Ojyii;^ the ruins 
of :tiif!Oouiiltfy^ briUiiAtifortun^ tor nikole wh^ 
^y. aactemkdy def^byibg thofe^whs^tiotdil noc^ 
be)fobf«roidk«tbhfcpmrpc&w ' - > ' ' 
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Aa opnlon prevailed, ftrongly ccmfirnted by 
feveral paflages in his own letters, as well as by a* 
combination of ciroitttftances forming a body of 
evidence which cannot be refifted, that very great 
&in^ bave^beenby him (£iftribii(ted; through a long 
eowrft of years, to fonae of the company's fervants# 
B^fidas thele presumed payments in ready money 
(bf-which^ from thfC nature of the thing, thfe dire& 
proitf^nrery ^iMScuSt) debts have at feveral pe-' 
^odai been acknowledged to thofe gentlemen, to 
an iminei|& amiount; that i^ to fome milfions oi 
iittriiiigrxpohey^ There. ^ ftrong reafon to fufped^ 
tikOit the-b^y of tb^ debt& is wholly fi^titiovs^ 
^miijods never created by m«mey b$naji(k lent* 
But even on a fuppofition that this vaft fum was 
v€sX^ advanced, itf was iiinpoffible that the very 
leadky 'of fuch isa afiona&ing^traiffauftion ihould 
ttcit daofdfoiiie dogi^eof ailirm^ and incite to ibme 
fixrtr of'i«kJuiry; / 

It was not at afi feemly, at a moment when the 
aompanyitfdif wab fo diirefled, as to require a fuf^ 
pmfion,^ by aft of parliament, of the payment of 
yaSk ^awaon them from Indb — and alfo a <fire6b 
tax upbA every houfc in En^nd, in order to fe* 
G^t^t Ihe vent of their goods, and to avoid in-. 
^mi ftftfolvency — at that very moment that thdr 
&rvknt6>(hould.af^(}ear ill fe flouriihinga condi-^ 
tkAjv^ Brides ten millions erf other demands on 
tlmmS^Ui to be b^idtled to doim a debt of thre^ 
'•'*■/' op 
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or four millions more from the territorial revenue 
of one of their dependent princes. . 

The oftenfible pecuniary tranfaftions of th^e na- 
bob of Arcot, with vejry private pcrfons, are . fo 
enormous, that they evidently fet afide every pre- 
tence of ^licy, which might induce a prudent 
government in fome inftances to wink at ordinary 
loofe. pradice in ill-managed departments* No 
caution couW, be too great in handling thJs mat-r 
ter; no fcrutinytoo exad. It was evidently the 
intereft, and as evidently at leaft in the power, of 
Xha creditors, by admitting fectct participation id 
this dark and undefined concern, to iptcad. cor- 
ruption to the*greateft and the mofti ahrming 
extent.'- . ' " '' . . -' 'f • - ■• . 

Thc£e.fa<3s relative to thedeb^s were jib nMo^ 
jibus^ the opinion of theiir.bcainga princi|>al fourcc 
of thkjdi£brders of the BritiCbgov^rnmelit in India 
was fo undifputed and univerfal^ that tt^it. was 
n0 party, no defcription^ of ^len in i^r}iament, 
liffcp.did not jbhink themfelyc^ Jpound, if not in 
Ivpiipur and ^Qnfcience, at Uiaft.in, common ide^ 
5<^ijf y, tp ipftit^te ^ vigor.QU? ipquiry into *be 
yjeyy jDpttqm qf tj^g bufin?fs, >Bfore, they Mmitt^d 
ajiy:pa,rt pf tha? y^ an4 ftffpyoi^s charge^tpibe 
laidliipplianiexJi^^fted co^rttry^—Eyeryplai^ cop* 
cprfe4 in dj^^ijigfuch 911 in^^^yi in>0rdep.th^t 
YfJ^^eyer ^a?,. diifcw^ed lip : \rP. corxiipti fraudu-< 
kpf^ or Ppprei5y^,<il3tpiri4:lea4 M> ^ due ammad^ 

yerfion 
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verfionon the ofifenclers; and if any thing fair and 
equitabk in its origin Ihould be found (nobody 
fufpefted that muoh^ comparatively fpeaking, 
would be fo found) it n\ight be provided for; in 
due fubordinatioh, however, to the eafe of the 
fubjed, and the fervice of theftate. 

Thefe were the alleged grounds for an inquiry, 
. fettled in all the bills brought into parliament re- 
lative to India, and there were I think no lefs than 
four of them. By the bill, commonly called Mr. 
Pitt's bill, the inquity was fpecially, and by exprefs 
words, committed to the court of direftors, with- 
out any referve for the interference of any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It was ordered that 
they fliould make the inquiry into the origin and 
juftice of thefe debts, as far as the materials in their 
pofleflion enabled them to proceed; and wher6 
they found thofe materials deficient, they Ihould 
oixier the prefidency of Fort St. George [Madras] 
to complete the inquiry. 

The court of directors applied themfdves to the 
execution of the truft repofed in them. They firft 
examined into the amount of the debt, which they 
computed, at compound intereft, to be 2,945)600/. 
fterling. Whether their mode of computation, 
either of the original fums, or the amount on 
compound intereft, was exad:; that is, whether 
they took the intereft too high, or the feveral ca- 
pitals too low, is not material. Oh whatever 

principle 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 ADVERTISEMENT* 

principle any of the calculations wefc made up, 
none of them found the debt to diflfer from the 
redtal of the aft, which aflerted, that the fums 
.claimed were ** very large/* The kft head of tjiefc 
dd)t5 the direftors compute at %j46^^6%o1. ftet- 
ling. Of the exiftence of this debt th^ dire<9:0i*s 
heard nothing until 1776, and they fey^ that, 
*^ akhoiigh they had repeatedly written to the nat- 
*^ bob of Arcot, and to their fervants, refpeOing 
**. the debt, yet they bad never been able to traee the 
^ orlgih thereof^ of to gbtain any fatisfa^ti^ry informal 
*• iion on the fubje£l^** 

The court of diredors, after ftatiug the circumr 
fiances under which the debts appeared to them 
to have been contracted, add as follows: ** For 
," thefe reafons we ihould have thought it our 
**duty to m^itt very minutely into thofe dcJbts, 
^* even if the aft of parliament had be^n filait on 
•* the fubjeft, before we concurred in any me^re 
** for their payment. But with the pofitive in- 
** junftlons of the aft before us, to ex3uarine into . 
" their nature and origin, we are indiipenfaUy 
Abound to direft fuch an inquiry to be infti-^ 
^ tuted.** They then order the prefident and 
council of Madras to enter into a full examination, 
&c. &c. 

The direftors having diawn up their order to- 
th^ prefidency on thefe principles, communicated 
the draught of the general letter in which thofc 
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jefty's minifters, and other fervants lately confii- 
tutcd by Mr. Pitt's Eaft hidu aa Thefc minif. 
ters, who had juft carried through pqjUament the 
bill ordering a fpecifick inquiry, immcdiatdy drew 
up another letter^ on a principle direftly oppoAtie 
to that, whkh was prdcribed by the ad of par- 
liament, and foHowed by the directors. In thefe 
fecond orders, all idea of an inquiry into the juf- 
tice and origin of the pretended debts, particularly 
of the laft^ the greateft, ^nd the moft obnoxious 
to fufpidon, is abandoned^ They are all admitted 
and eftablifhed without any inveftig^tion whatfo- 
ever; except fome private conference ,with the 
agents of the claimants is to pafe for an inveftiga- 
tion ; aad a fund for their difcharge is afligned and 
fet apart out of the revenues of the Carnatick.— 
To this arrangement in favour of their ifervants, 
fervants fuipeded of corrupticai, and convicted of 
difobedience, the direftors of the Eaft India com- 
pany were ordered to fet their hands, aflferting it 
to arife from their own coxividion and opinion, in, 
flat contradiction to their recorded fentiments, 
their ftrong remonftrance, and their declared fbnfe 
of their duty, as weU under their general truft and 
their oath as direftors, as under the exprels in- 
jundions of an aft of parliament. 

The principles upon which this fummary pro- 
ceeding was adopted by the minifterial board, ar-c 
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ftated by tRemfelves in a number in the appendik 
to this fpeech* 

By another feftion of the fame aft, the lame 
court of direftors wei^e ordered td take into con- 
fideration and to decide on the indeterminate 
rights of the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob of 
Arcot; and in this, as in the former cafe, no power^^ 
of appeal, revifion, or alteration >yas referved to ' 
any othpr. Jt was a jurifdiftion, in a caufe be* 
twecn patty and party, given to the court of di- 
rectors fpecifically. It was known that the terri* 
tories of the former of thefe princes had been 
twice invaded and pillaged, and the prince depofed 
and imprifoned, by the company's fervants, influ- 
enced by the intrigues of the latter, and for the 
purpofe of paying his pretended debts. The com- 
pany had, in the year 1775, ordered a reftoration 
of the rajah to his government, under certain con- 
ditions. The rajah complained that his territories 
had not been completely reftored to him j and that 
no part of his goods, money, revenues, or recordsi^ 
unjuftly taken and withheld from him, were ever 
returned. The nabob, on the other haiid, never 
ceafed to claim the country itfelf, and carried on 
a continued train of negotiation, that it fliould 
again be given up to him, in violation of the comt- 
pany*s publick faith. 

The direftors, in obedience to this part of the 
aft, ordered an inquiry, and came to a determi- 

. nation 
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nation to reftore certain of his territories to the 
rajah. The minifters proceeding as in the former 
cafe, without hearing any party, refcinded the de- 
cifion of the directors, refufed the reftitution of 
the territory, and without regard to the condition 
of the country of Tanjour, which had been within 
a few years four times plundered (twice by the 
nabob of Arcot, and twice by enemies brought 
upon it folely by the politicks of the fame nabob, 
the declared dnemy of that people) and without 
difcounting a fhiUing for their fufferings, they ac- 
cumulate an arrear of about 400,000 pounds of 
pretended tribute to this enemy; and then they 
order the direftors to put their hands to a new 
adjudication, directly contrary to a judgment in 
a judicial character and truft, folemnly given by 
them, and entered on their records. 

Thefe proceedings naturally called for fome in* 
quiry. On the 28th of February, 1785, Mr. Fox 
made the following motion in the houfe of com- 
mons, after moving that the claufes of the ad 
fliould be read' — ^^ That the proper officer do lay 
*' before this houfe copies and extracts of all let- 
** ters and orders of the cpuxt of directors of the 
*^ united Eaft-India company, in purfuance of the 
** injun<9ions contained in the 37th and 38th 
*' claufes of the faid aft;'* and the queftion being 
put, it paffed in the negative- by a very great ma* 
jority. 

Vol, IV. O The 
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The lad fpeech in the debate was the following; 
which is given to the publick, not as being more 
worthy of its attention than others (fome of which 
were of confummate ability) but as entering more 
into the detail of the fubjccT:^. 
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THE times we live in, Mr. Speaker, have been 
diftinguiflied by extraordinary events. Ha- 
bituated, however, as we arc, to uncommon com- 
binations of men and of aflairs, I believe nobody 
recoUefts any thing more furprifing than the fpec- 
tacle of this day. The right honourable gentle- 
man,* whofe conduct is now in queftion, formerly 
flood forth in this houfe, the profecutor of the 
worthy baronet t who fpoke after him. He 
charged him with feveral grievous afts of malvei - 
fation in office; with abufes of a publick truft of 
a great, and heinous nature. In lefs than tw© 
years we fee the fituation of the parties reverfed; 
and a lingular revolution puts the worthy baronet 
in a fair way of returning the profecution in a re- 
criminatory bill of pains and penalties, grounded 
on a breach of publick truft, relative to the go- 
vernment of the very fame part of India. If h$ 
fliould undertake a bill of that kind, he will find 
no difficulty in conducing it with a degree of fkill 

• Right honourable Henry Dundas, 

t Sir Thomas RumboW, late govcrnonr of Madras. 
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and vigour fully equal to all th^t have been exerted 
againft him. • ^ 

But the change of relation between thefe twd 
gentlemen is not lo ftriking as the total diSerencc 
of their deportment under the fame unhappy cir- 
cuniftances. Whatever the merits of the worthy 
baronet's defence m^^t have been, he did not 
Ihrink from the charge^ He met it with manli- 
nefs of fpirit, and decency of behaviour* What 
would have been thought of him, if he had held 
the prefont language of his old accufer? When ar- 
ticles were exhibited againft him by that right ho- 
nourable gentleman, he did not think proper to 
teK the houfe that we ought to inftkute no in- 
quiry, to infpSct no paper, to examine no witnefj;* 
He did not tell us (what at that time he might 
have told us with fome fhew of reafon) that our 
concerns in India ^ere matters of delicacy; that 
to divulge any thing relative to them would be 
mifchievous to the ftate. He did not tell us, that 
thofe who would inquire into his proceedings 
were difpofed to difmember the empire* He had 
not the prefumption to fay, that for his part^ hav- 
ing obtained in his Indian preiidency, the ultimate 
objeft of his ambition, his honour was concerned 
in executing- with integrity the ' truft which had 
'been legaUy committed to his charge : That others, 
not having been fo fortunate, could not be fo dif- 
interefted; and thfipefore their accufations ccHild 
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fpring from no other fource than fadion, and envy 
to his fortune. 

Had he been frontlefs cnOnghto hold fuch vain, 
vapouring language in the face of a grave, ?. de-. 
tailed, a fpecified matter of accufation, whilft he 
•violently refifted every thing which could bring 
the merits of bis caufe to ^e teft^ had he been 
wild enough ^o anticipate the abfurdides of this 
day; that is, had he. inferred^ as his late accufer 
has thought proper to do, that he could not have; 
been guilty of malverfation in' office, for this fole 
And curious reafon, that he had been in office; 
had he argued the impoffibility of his abufing his 
power on this fole principle, that he had power to 
abufe, he would have left but one impreffion on . 
tjie mind of every man who heard him, and who 
believed him in his fenfes — that in the utmoft ex- 
tent he wa§ guilty of the charge. , . ^ 

But, Sir, leaving thefe two gentkmeii to alter- 
jfiate, as criminal and accufer, upon what principles 
they think Expedient; it is for us to tonfider, 
whether the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
treafurer of the navy, afting as a board of control, 
are juftified by law or policy, in fufpending the 
legal arrangements made by the court of direc* 
tors in order to transfer the publick revenues to 
phc priyate emolument of certain fervants of the 
paft-India company, without the inquiry into the 
origin and juftice of their claims, prefcribed by an 
ack of parliament? 

03 It 
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It is not contended, that the aft of parliament 
did not exprefsly ordain an inquiry. It is not af- 
ferted that this inqiiiry was not, with equal pre- 
cifion of terms, fpccially committed under parti- 
cular regulations to the court of direftors. I 
conceive, therefore, the board of control had no 
right whatfoever to intermeddle in that bufinefe. 
There is nothing certam in the principles of jurif- 
prudence, if this be not undeniably true, that 
when a fpecial authority is given to any perfons 
by name, to do fome particular act, that no others, 
by virtue of general powers, can obtain a legal 
tide to intrude themfelves into that truft, and to 
exercife thofe fpecial funftions in their place, I 
therefore confider the intermeddling of minifters 
in this affair as a downright ufurpation. But if 
the ftrained conftruclion, by which tliey have 
forced themfelves into a fufpicious ofHce (which 
every ifiin, delicate with regard to character, 
would rather have fought conftruclions to avoid) 
were perfectly found and perfectly legal, of this 
I am certain, that they cannot be juftified in de- 
clining the inquiry which had been prefcribed to 
the court of diredprst If the board of control 
did lawfully poffefs the right of executing the fpe- 
cial truft given to thkt court, they muft take it as 
they found ir, fubjeft to the very fame regulations . 
which bound the court of direftors. It will be 
allowed that the Court of direftors had no autho- 
rity to difpenfe with either the fubftance or the 

mode 

/Google 



Digitized by ^ 



NABOB OF ARCOT S DEBTS. I^^ 

mode of inquiry prefcribed by the aA of parlia- 
uient. If they had not, where, in the acl, did the 
board of control acquire that capacity ? Indeed, it 
was impoffible they fliould acquire it. — What iiiull 
we think of the fabrick and texture of an aft of 
parliament which Ihould fiftd it neccflury tp pre- 
fcribe a ftrift inquifition j that fliould dcfcend into 
minute regulations for the condud of that inquili- 
tion; that ihould commit this truft to a particular 
defcription of men, and in the very fame breath 
fiiould enable another body, at their own pleafure, 
to fuperfede all the provifions tke legiflature had 
made, and to defeat the ^yhole purpofe, end, and 
object of the law? This cannot be fuppofed even 
of an aft of parliament conceived by the minifters 
t:hemfelvcs, and brought forth during the delirium 
of the laft feffion. ' 

. My honourable friend has told you in the fpeech 
which introduced his motion, that fortunately this 
queflion is not a great d^al involved in the laby- 
rinths of Indian detail. Certainly not,. But if it 
were, I beg leave to afliire you, that there is no- 
thing in the Indian detail which is more difllcult 
than in the detail of :^ny other bufmefs. I admit, 
becaufe I have fome experience of the faft, that for 
the interiour regulation of India, a minute know- 
ledge of India is requilite. But on any fpecifick 
matter of delinquency in its government, you are 
as capable of judging, as if the fame thing were 
O 4 done 
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done at your door. Fraud, injuftice, opprefliottji 
peculation, engendered in Indi?i, are crimes of the 
fame blood, family, and caft, with thofe that are 
born and bred in England. To go no farther than 
the cafe before us: you are juft as competent to 
judge whether the fum of four millions fterling 
ought, or ought not, to be paffed from t^e publick 
treafury into a private pocket, without any title 
Except the claim of the parties, when the iffue of 
fact is laid in Madras, 2^9 when it is laid in Wcft^ 
minfter. Terms of art, indeed, are different in 
different places ; but they are generally underftood 
in none. The technical flyle of an Indian treafury 
is not one jot more remote than the jargon of our 
own exchequer, from the train of our ordinary 
ideas, or the idiom of our common language. 
The difference therefore in the two cafes is. not in 
the comparative difficulty or facility of the twQ 
fubjefts, but in our attention to the one, and our 
total neglect of the other. ^ fl^d this attention and 
negleft been regulated by the value of the fev^ral 
objeds, there w^ould be aothing to complain of. 
But the rqverfe of that fuppofition is. true. The 
fcene of the Indian abufe is diftant indeed; but 
we muft not infer, that the value of our intere{| 
in it is decreafed in proportion as it recedes froin 
pur view. In our politicks, as in our common 
conduft, we fhall be worfe than infants, if we do 
uQt put our fcnfes under the tuition of our. judg- 
ment. 
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ment, and cfFeftually cure ourfelves of that optical 
illufion which makes a briar at our nofe of greater 
magnitude, than an oak at five hundred yards 
diftance. 

I think I can trace all the calamities of this coun- 
try to the fingle fource of oui* not having had 
fteadily before our eyes a general, comprehenfive, 
well.<:onnecl:ed, and well-proportioned view of die 
whole of our dominions, and a juft fenfe of their 
true bearings and rdations. After all its reduo- 
tions, the Britifli empire is flill vaft and various. 
After aU the redu<3:ions of the houfe of commons, 
(ftripped as we are of our brighteft ornaments, 
and of our moft important privileges) enougii are 
yet left to furnilh us, if we pleafe, with means of 
{hewing to the world, that we deferve the fuper- 
intendance of as large an empire as this kingdom 
ever held, and the continuance of as ample privi- 
leges as the houfe of commons, in the plenitude of 
its power, had been l^bituated to affert. But if 
we make ourfelves too little for the fphere of our 
duty; if, on the contrary, we do notftretch and 
expand our minds to the compafs of their object, 
be well affured, that every thing about us will 
dwindle by degrees, until at length our concerns 
are ihrunk to the dimenfions of our minds. ' It is 
not a prediledion to mean, fordid, home*bred 
cares, that will avert the confequences of a falfe 
eftipiatioh of our intereft, or preyent the fliameful 
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dilapidation into which a great empire muft fal!^ 
by mean reparations upon mighty ruins. 

I confefs I feel a degree of difguft, almoft lead- 
ing to defpair, at the manner in which we are 
aAing in the great exigencies of our country. 
There is now a bill in this houfe, appointing a 
rigid inquifition into the minuteft detail of our 
offices at home. The coUeftion of lixteen millions 
annually; a collection on which the publick great- 
nefs, fafety, and credit have their reliance; the 
whole order of criminal jurifprudence, which 
holds together fociety itfelf, have at no time 
obliged us to call forth fuch powers; no, nor any 
thing Kke them. There is not a principle of the 
law and conftitution of this country that is not 
fubverted to fevour the execution of that projed.* 
And for what is all this apparatus of buftle and 
terrour? Is it becaufe any thing fubftantial is ex- 
pefted from it? No. The ftir and buftle itfelf is 
the end propofed. The eye-fervants of a fliort- 
fighted mafter will employ themfelves, not on 
what is moft eflentiai to his affairs, but on what is 
neareft to his ken. Great difficulties have given 
a juft value to oeconomy; and our minifter of the 
day muft be an oeconomift, whatever it may coft 
us. But where is he to exert his talents? At 
home to be fure ; for where elfe can he obtain a ! 
profitable credit for their exertion? It b nothing 

* Appendix, No. i. 
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to him, whether the objeft on which he works 
under our eye be promiling or not. If he does 
not obtain any publick benefit, he may make re- 
gulatioitt «dthout end. Thofe are fure to pay in 
prefent expc6bition, whilft the cffeft is at a diftance, 
and may be the concern of other times, and other 
men. On thefc principles he choofes to fuppofc 
(for he does hot pretend more than to fuppofe) a 
naked poffibility, that he fliall draw fome refourcc 
out of crumbs dropped from the trenchers of pe- 
nury; that fomething fhall be laid in ftore from 
the Ihort allowance of revenue oiEcers, overloaded 
with duty, and famiihed for want of bread; by a 
reduction from officers who are at this very hour 
ready to batter the treafury with what breaks, 
through ftone walls, for an increafe of their ap- 
pointments. From the marrowlefs bones of thefe 
Ikeleton eftablifliments, by the ufe of every fort 
of cutting, and of every fort of fretting tool, he 
flatters himfelf that he may chip and rafp an em- 
pirical alimentary powder, to diet into fome fimi- 
litude of health and fubftance the languiihing chi* 
meras of fraudulent reformation. 

Whilft he is thus employed according to his po- 
licy and to his tafte, he has not leifure to inquire 
into thofe abufes in India that are drawing oflF mo- 
ney by millions from the treafures of this country, 
which are exhaufting the vitdi juices from mem- 
bers of the ftate, where the publick inanition is far 
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ifiore forely felt than in the local exchequer of 
England; Not content with winking at theS: 
abufes, whilft he attempts tofquecae the laborious 
ill-paid <irudges of Englifh revenue, he laviihes in 
one aft of corrupt prodigality, upoij thofe who 
never ferved the publick in any honeft occupatioq 
at all, an annual income ^ qual to two thirds of the 
whole collection of the revenues of this jdngdom, 
Aduated by the iame principle of ehoicfe, he 
has now on the anvil another fcheme, full of dif* 
ficulty and defperate hazard, which totally altera 
the commercial relation of two kingdoms; and 
what end foever it fhall have, may bequeath a le- 
gacy of heart-burning and difcontept to one of the 
countries, perhaps to both, to be perpetuated to 
the lateft pofterity. This projeft is alfo undertaken 
on the hope of profit. It is provided, that out 
of fome (I know not wh^t) remains^ of the Irifli 
hereditary revenue, a fund at forae tipae, and of 
fome fort,. Ihould be applied to the proteftion of 
the Irifli trade. Here we are commanded again 
to talk our faith, and to perfuade ourfeh^es, that 
. out of the furplus of deficiency, out of the favings 
of habitual and fyfl:e;iiatick prodigality, the mi- 
nifter of wonders will provide fupport for this na? 
tion, finking under the mountainous load of two 
hundred and thirty millions of debt. But whilft 
we look with pain at his delperate and laborious 
trifling; whilft we are apprehenfive that he will 
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break his back in ftooping to pick up chaff and 
ftraws, he recovers himfelf at an elaftick bound, 
and with a broad-cafi fwing of his arm, he fquan- 
ders over his In^an fidd a fum far greater than 
the clear produce of the whole hereditary revenue 
of the kingdom of Ireland.* 

Strange as this fcheme of conduft in miniftry is, 
and inconfiftent with all juft policy, it is ftill true 
to itfelf, and faithful to its own perverted order. 
Thofe who are bountiful to crimes, will be rigid to 
merit, and penurious to fervice. Their penury is 
even held out as a blind and cover to their prodi- 
gality. The ceconomy of injuflice is, to furnifli 
refources for the fund of corruption. Then they 
pay off their protection to great crimes and great 
criminals, by being fnexorable to the paltry frail- 
ties of little men j and thefe modern flagellants are 
fure, with a rigid fidelity, to whip their own 
enormities on the vicarious Back of every fmall 
offender. . 

It is to draw your attention to ceconomy of 
quite another order; it is to animadvert on of- 
fences of a far different defcription, that my ho- 

* The whole of the net Iri(h hcreditaiy revenue is, on a me- 
dium of the lad feven years, about 330,00c/. yearlv^. The re- 
venues of all denominations fall fhort more than 1 50,000/. 
yearly of the charges. On tht prefeiit produce, if Mr. Pitt's 
fcheme was to take place, he might gain from fcrcn to ten 
thoufand pounds a year. 
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nourable friend has brought before you the motion 
of this day. It is to perpetuate the abufes which 
arc fubverting the fabrick of your empire, that 
the motion is oppofed. It is therefore with reafon 
(and if he has power to carry himfelf through, I 
commend his prudence) that the right honourable 
gentleman makes hisftand at the very outfet; and 
boldly refiifes all parliamentary information. Let 
him admit but one ftep towards inquiry, and he 
is undone. You muft be ignorant, or he cannot 
be fafe. But before his curtain is let down, and 
the ihades of eternal night fliall veil our eaftern 
dominions from our view, permit me. Sir, to avail 
myfelf of the means which were furniflied in anx- 
ious and inquifitive timies, to demonftrate out of 
this fingle aft of the prefent minifter, what advan- 
tages you are to derive from permitting the greateft 
concern of this nation to be feparated from the 
cognizance, and ej&mpted even out of the com- 
petence, of parliament. The greateft body of your 
revenue, your moft numerous armies, your moft 
important commerce, the richcft fources of your 
publick credit, (contrary to every idea of the 
known fettled policy of England) are on the point 
of being converted into a myftery of ftate. You 
are going to have one half of the globe hid even 
from the common liberal curiofity of an Engliih 
gentleman. Here a grand revolution commences. 
Mark the period, and mark the circumftances. In 
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moft of the capital changes that are recorded in 
the principles and fyftem pf any government, a 
publick benefit of fome kind or other has been 
pretended. The revolution commenced in ibme- 
thing plaufible; in fomething which carried the 
appearance at leaft of punishment of delinquency, 
or correftion of abufe. But here, in the very mo- 
ment of the converfion of a department pf Britifh 
government into an Indian myftery, and in the 
very act in which the change commences, a cor- 
rupt, private intereft is fet up in dired oppofition 
to the neceffities of the nation. A diverfion. is 
made of millions of the publick money from the 
publick treafury to a private purfe. It is not into 
fecret negotiations for war, peace, or alliance, that 
the houfe of commons is forbidden to inquire. It 
is a matter of account ; it is a pecuniary tranfac- 
tion; it is the demand of a fufpeded fteward upon 
ruined tenants and an embarraffed matter, that 
the commons of Great Britain are commanded 
not to infped. The whole tenour of the right 
honourable gentleman's argument isi. confonant to 
the nature of his policy. The fyftem of conceal- 
ment is foftered by a fyftem of falfehpod. Falfc 
fads, falfe colours, falfe names of prions ,and 
things, are its whole fupport. 

Sir j I mean to follow the right honourable gen- 
tleman over that field of deception, clearing what 
he has purpofely obfcured, and fairly ftating wjiat 
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it was licceflary for biai to mifreprcfent. For thU 
purpofC) it is necefiary you fhould know with 
fome degree of diftindnefe, a little of the locality, 
the nature, the circumftances, the magnitude of 
the [Pretended debts on which this marvellous do* 
nation is founded, as wdl as of the perfons from 
whom and by whom it is claimed. 

Madras, with its dependencies, is the fecond 
(but with a long interv^, the fecond) member of 
the Britifh empire in the eaft. The trade* of that 
city, and of the adjacent territory, was, not ,v9ry 
long ago, among the moft flourifhing in Alia. But 
fince the eftablifhment of theBritiih power, it has 
wafted away under an uniform gradual decline; 
insomuch that in the year 1779 not one merchant 
of eminence was to be found in the whole coun- 
try.* During this period of decay, about fix hun- 
dr^ thouiand fterling pounds a year have been 
drawn off by Englifh gentlemen on their private 
account, by the way of China alone, t If we add 
four hundred thoufand, as probably remitted 
through other channels, and in other mediums, 
that is, in jewels, gold, and filver diredly brought 
to Europe, and in bills upon the Britiih and fo- 
ve^ compani^, you will fcarcely think the matter 
over^rated* If we fix the commencement of this 

* Mr. Smith's examination before the fele^t committee, Ap^ 
pendix. No. 2* 
f Appendiip, No. a. 
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fcktractioh of money frpm the Carnatick at a pe- 
riod no earlier than the year 1760, and clofeit in. 
the year 1780, it probably will not amount to ^ 
great deal lefs than twenty millions of money. 

During the deep filent flow of this fteady ftream 
bf wealth, which fet from India into Europe, it 
generally paffed on with ho adequate obfervation ; 
but happening at fome periods to meet rifts of 
rocks that checked its cburfe, it grew more noify 
and attracted more notice. The pecuniary difcuf- 
fions caufed by an accumulation of part of the for- 
tunes of their fervants in a debt from the nabob of 
Arcot, was the firfl: thing which Very particularly 
called for, and long engaged, the attention of the. 
GOjurt of directors. This debt amounted to eight 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds fterling, and 
was claimed, for the greater part, by Englifti gen- 
tlemen, refiding at Madras. This grand capital, 
fettled at length by order at ttnper cent, afforded 
an annuity of eighty-eight thoufand pounds.* 

Whilf^ the direftors were digefting their afto- 
niftiment at this information, a memorial was pre- 
fented to them from three gentlemen, informing 
them that their friends had lent likewife, to mer- 
chants of Canton in China, a fum of not more 
than one million fterling. In this memorial th^y 
called upon the company for their aiOSftance and 

♦ Fourth report, Mf. Dtjndas*s conwnittce, p. 4. 
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interpofition with the Chinefe government for the 
recovery of the debt^ This fum knt to Chinefe 
merchants, was at 24. per, cent^ which would yield, 
if paid, an annuity of two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds^* 

Perplexed as the diredors were with thefe de* 
mands, you nuy conceive. Sir, that they did not 
find themfdves very much difembarrafled, by be^ 
tng inade acq)jainted that they mull again exert 
their influence for a new refervc of the happy par* 
jimony of their fervants, coUeded into a fecond 
debt from the nabob of Arcot, amounting to twa 
millions four himdred thoufand pounds, fettled at 
an intereft of 1 2 per cenh This is known by the 
Bame of the ConfoHdatipn of i777,as the former 
of the nabob's debts was by the title of the Con- 
folidatioB of 1 767. To this was added, in a fepa^ 
rate parcel, a little referve called the Cavalry debty 
0f one hun(h:ed andiizty thou&nd powids,. at the 
fame intereft. The whde erf thefe four capitals,, 
amounting to four millions four If undired and forty 
thoufand poimds, produced at their feveral rates^ 
annuities amounting ta fix hundred and twenty- 
three thquiand pounds a year; a good deal m!bt€ 
than one-third of the dear land^axof England,^^ 

♦ A witncfs examined before the committee offecrecy (iyt, 
that eighteen /<?r cf;</. was the ufual intereft;. but he had heard^ 
that more had been |;iven« The aboVe is the account which 
Mr* B. received. 
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lit four fliillings in the pound; a good deal mote 
than double the whole annual dividend of the Eaft 
India company, the nominal matters to the propri- 
etors in thefe funds. Of this intereft, three hun- 
dred and! eighty -three thoufand two hundred 
pounds a year ftood chargeable on the publick re- 
Venues of the Camatick. 

Sir, at this moment, it will not be necel&ry to 
confider the various operations which the capital 
and intereft of this debt have fucceffively under- 
gone. I Ihall fpeak to thefe operations when I comi 
particularly to anfwer the right honourable gentle-^ 
man on each of the heads, as he has thought pro* 
per to divide them. But this was the exact view 
in which thefe debts firft appeared to the court of 
direfl:ors, and to the world. It varied afterwards^ 
But it never appeared in any other than a moft 
queflionable fliape. When this gigantick phantom 
of debt firft appeared before a young minifter, il 
naturally would have juftified fome degree of 
doubt and apprehenfion. " Such a prodigy would 
have filled any common man with fuperftitiou$ 
fears. He would exorcife that fliapekfs, mmchik 
form, and by every thing facred would have ad-» 
jured it to tell by what means a fmali number of 
flight individuals, of no confequcnce or fituation^ 
poITefled of no lucrative oflSices, without the com* 
mand of armies, or the known adminifiration of 
revenpes, without profeflion of any kind, without; 
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any fort of, trade fufficient to employ a pediaTf 
icoi^ld have, in a few years (as to fome^ evpn 
in a few months) amaffed treafures equal to th^ 
revenues of a refpeftable kingdom? Was it not 
enough to put thefc gentlemen, in the noviciate 
of their adminiftration, oh their gaard, and to caM 
upon them for a ftrid ixiquiry (if not to juftify 
them in a reprobation of thafe demands without 
any inquiry at all) that when all England, Scot* 
land^ and Ireland had for vears been witnefs to 
the immenfe fums laid out by the fervamts of the 
company in (locks of all denominations, in; the 
purchafe of lands, in the buying and building of 
houfes, in the fecuring quiet feats in parliament, 
or in rthe tumultuous riot of contefted ekdions^ in 
wapdering throughput, the whole range of thofe 
Variegated modes of inventive prodigality, which 
fometimes l^ave excited our wonder, fometimes 
roufed pur indignation j that after all India was- 
four millions ftill in debt to theni? India in debt 
to them! For what? Every debt for which an equi- 
valent of fonie kind or other is not given-, is on 
fhe face of it airaud. "What is the equivalent they 
have given? Wl^at equivalent had they to give? 
What are the articles of commerce, or the branches 
of manufiafture which thofe gentlemen have car- 
ried hence to ei^rich India? What are the fciences 
they beamed out to enlighten it ? What are the 
arts they introduced to cljear and to adorn it J 

What 
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What are the religious, what the itioral inftitxi- 
tions they have taught among that people as a 
guide to life, or as a confolation when life is to be 
no more, that there is an eternal debt, a debt 
^ ftiU paying ftill to owe,** which muft be bound 
fm the prefent generation in India, and entailed on 
their mortgaged pofterity for ever? A debt pf 
millions, in favour of a fet of men, whofe names, 
with few exceptions, are either buried in the ob- 
fcurity ,of their origin and talents, or dragged into 
light by the enprmity of their crimes? 

In my opinion the courage of the minifter was 
the moft wonderf^ul part of the tranfadion, efpe- 
cially as he muft have read, or rather the right 
honourable gentleman fays, he has read for him, 
whole volumes upon the fubjeft. The volumes, 
by the way, are not by one tenth part fo nume- 
rous as the right hongurabl^ gentleman has thought 
proper to pretend, in order to frighten you from 
inquiiT-; but in thefe volumes, fuch as they are, - 
the miixiftcr muft have found a full authority for 
a fufpicion (at the very leaft) of every thing rela- 
tive to the great fortunes made at Madras. What 
is that authority ? Why no other than the ftand- 
ing authority for all the claims which the miniftry 
has thought fit to provide forr— the grand debtor 
—the nabob of Arcot himfelf. Hear that prince, 
in the letter written to the court of directors, at 
the precife period, whilft the main body of thefe 
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debts were contrafting. lii his letter lie fl:at6$ 
himfelf to be, what undoubtedly he is, a mol| 
competent witnefs to this point. After fpcaking 
of the war with Hyder Ali in 1768 apd 1769, an4 
of other meafures which he cenfures (whether right 
or wrong it fignifies nothing) and into which he 
fays he had been led by the company's feryants j 
Ji^ proceeds in this manner — " If all thefe things 
f * were againft the real intereft^ of the company, 
^* they are ten thoufand times more againfl: mine, 
*' and againft the profperity of my country, an4 
<Vthe happnef^ of my people^ for yo^r intereft^ 
f^and mine are the fame. What were they oxvin^ 
■ f' to then? to the private views of a few individuals-^ 
[^ who have enriched themfelves at the expence ofyoun 
^' influence^ and of my country; for your fervants 
f HAVE NO TRADE INTHIS<:OUNTRr; neU 
f^ ther do you pay them high wages ^ yet in a few years 
*' they return to England with many lacks of pagodas.^ 
*^ How can you or I account for fuch immenfe fortunes 
" acquired in fo Jhort a iime^ without qny viftbh 
f/ means of getting themV^ 

When he afked this queftion, which involves its 
-anfwer, it is extraordinary that curiofity did not 
prompt thp chancellor of the exchequer to that 
Inquiry, which might come in vain recommended 
to him by his own ad of parliament. Does not 
the nabob of Arcot tell u$ in fo many words, th^t 
there was no fair way of making the enormous 
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foms Cent By the comp^itiy's fervatit^ to England? 
and do you imagine that there was or could be 
more honefty and good faith, in' the demands for 
what remained b^hi^d in India? Of what nature 
were the tranfaftions with himfelf ? If you follow 
the train of his infoJrmation you muft fee, that if 
th^fe great fums were at all lent, it was not pro- 
perty, but fpoil that was lent; if not lent, the 
tranfaffion was not a contraft, but ^ fraud. Either 
way, if light enough could not be furnifhed to 
authorize a full condemnation of thcfe demands, 
they ought to have been left to the parties, who 
beft knew and underftood each other Vprocecdings. 
Jt was not neceflary that the authority of govern- 
ment £hould interpojfe in favour jdf claims, whofe 
yery foundation was a defiance of that authority, 
>nd whofe objc^ and end was its entire fubver- 
fion. 

It may be faid that this letter was written by fli^ 
nabob of Arcot in a nioody humour, undejr the 
influence of fome chagrin. Certainly it was j but 
it is in fuch humours that truth comes out. And 
when he tells you from his own knowledge, what 
every one muft prefume, from the extreme pro- 
bability of the thing, whether he ^ told it or not, 
one fuch teftiniony is worth a thoiifand that cooe. 
tradid that probability, when the parties have a 
better underftanding with each other, and when 
they have a point to carry, that qa^y yiiite thenj 
in a common deceit. * . , 
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If this body of private claims of debt, real or 
devifed^ were a queftion, as it i^ falfely pretended, 
between thq nabob pf Arcot as debtor, and Paul 
Benfield and his affociates as creditors, I am fure> 
I fhould give myfelf but little trpuble about it. If 
the hoards of pppreflion were the fund for fatis- 
fying the claims of bribery and peculation, who 
would wifh to interfere between fuch litigants^ 
If the demands were confined to- \yhat might be 
drawn from the treafure?, which the company's 
records' uniformly affert that the nabob is in pof- 
feffion of; or if he had mines of gold or filver, 
or diamonds (as we know that he has none) thefe 
gentlemen might break open his hoards, or dig in 
bis mines, without any diihirbance from me. But 
the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe know 
as well as 1 do, and they dare not contradift me,* 
th^t the habob of Arcot and his creditors are not/ 
adverfaries, but coUufive parties, and that the 
whole tranfaSion is under a falfe colour and falfe 
names. The litigation is not, nor ever has been, 
between their rapacity and his hoarded riches. 
No ; it is between him and them combining and 
confederating on one fide, and the publick reve- 
nues, and the miferable inhabitants of a ruined 
country^ on the other. Thefe are the real pl^n- 
tifis and the real defendants in the fuit. Refufing 
Z fhilling from his hoards for the fatisfa&ion of 
any demand, the nabob of Arcot is always ready, 
nay, hie earneftly, and wkh eagernefs and paflion, 

contends 
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contends for delivering up to thefe pretended cre- 
4itors his territory and his fubjeds. It is th^rcr 
fore not froin treafuries and mines, but frpni the 
food of your unpaid armies, from the blood with- 
held from the veins, and whipt out of the backs 
,of the moft miferable of men, that we are to pam- 
per extortion, ufury, -and peculation, under thq 
^ falfe names of debtdrs and creditors of ftate* 

The great patron of thefe creditors (to whofc 
, honour they ought to ereft ftatues) the right ho- 
nourable gentleman*, in ftating the merits which 
recommended them to his- favour, has ranked 
them under three grand divifions. The firft, th6 
creditors of 1767; then the creditors of the cavalry 
loan; and laftly, the creditors of the loan in I777# 
I^ct us examine them, one by one, as they pafs in 
review before us. 

The firft of thefe loans, that of 1767,, he infifts, 
has an indifputable claim upon the publick juftice. 
The creditors, he afiirms, lent their money pub- 
lickly; tjiey advanced it with the expref^ Tcnow- 
ledge and approbation of the company; and it 
wa$ contracted at the moderate intereft of ten per 
cent. In this loan the demand is, according to 
him, not pply juft, but meritorious in a very high 
degree; and one would be inclined to believe he 
thought fo, becaufe he has put it laft in the pro- 
yifiop he has made for thefe claims. 



♦ Mr. Dundas, 
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I readiJy admit this debt to ftand the faircft 
of the whokj for whatever may be my fu^icions 
c6nc6Pning a part of it, I can convift it Of nothing 
worfe than the moft enormous ufury. But I cm 
convid upon the fpot the right honourable gentle^ 
inan,.of the moft daring mifreprefentation in every 
one faA, without any exception, that he has al- 
leged ki defence of this loan, and of his own 
condud; with regard to it. I will fliew you that 
this debt was never contrafted with the knowledge 

. of the company ; that it had oot their approba- 
tion J that they received the firft intelligence of it 
with the utmoft poffibk furprife, indignation, and 
alarm. 

So far from being previoufly apprized of the 
tranfiiftion from its origin, it was two years 
before the court of diredors obtained any official 
intelligence of it. *^ The dealings of the fervants 
^' with the nabob were concealed from the firft, 
^ until they were found out,** (fays Mr. Sayer, 
the company^s counfel) ^^ by the report of the 
*^ country.'* The prefidency, however, at laft 
thoughf prc^r to fend an official account. XDn 
this the direftors tell them, ** to your great re- 
^* proach it has been concealedfrom us. We cannot 
^ biit fufped this debt to have had its weight in 

' ^y your propofed aggrandizement of Mahomed AH [the 
^* nabob of Arcot^; but whether it has or has not, 

^' pertain 
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^ certain it is, you arc guilty of an high brcacl^ 
^Vpf duty in concealing it from vs." 

Thefe expreffions, concerning the ground of the 
tranfadion, its eflfea, and its dand^ine nature, 
are ia the letters, bearing date Mardi 17, lySg^ 
After receiving a fliore f^il account on the 23d 
JMarch, 1770, they ftate, that ^* Mcflirs. John Py^ 
." bus, John Call, and James Bdurchier^ as trufr 
5«tee5 for themfejves ^d others of the nabob V 
^V private creditors, had proved a deed pf affign* 
^ ment upon the nabob and his fon of FIFTEEN 
^' diftrifjts of the nabob's country, the revenues of 
,f^ which yielded, in time of peace, eight lacks of 
^' pagodas [320,0001. fterling] annually ^ andHke- 
^' wife an" aflignment of the yearly tribute paid the 
?' nabob from the rajah of Tanjore, amounting tp 
*' four lacks of rupees [40,000!]/ • The territorial 
revenue, at that time poffeffed by thefe gentlemen, 
without the knowledge or confent of their maftersj^ 
amounted to three hundred and fi;xty thoufand 
pounds fterling annually. They were making ra- 
pid ftride§ to the entire poffeffion of the country, 
when the direftprs, whom the right honourable 
gentleman ftates as having authorized thefe pro- 
ceedings, were kept in fuch profound ignorance 
pf this royal acquifition of territorial revenue by 
their fervants, that in the fame letter they fay, 
f* this affignment was obtained by three of the mem- 
t^ pen of your hard^ in January 1767, yet we do 
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^ not find the leq/i trace of it upon your cdnfultac-^ 
*' tions, until Auguft 1768, nor do any of your 
*^ letters to us afford any information relative to, 
" fuch tranfgidions, till the ift of November 1768. 
*^ By your laft betters of the 8th of May, 1769, 
you bring tlie whole proceedings to light in one 



" view/' 



As to the previous knowledge of the company, 
and its fanftion to the d^bts, you fee that this 
affertion of that knowledge is utterly unfounded. 
But did the diredors approve of it, and ratify the 
txanfaftion when it was known ? The very reverfe.* 
On the fame 34 of March, the direftors declare, 
*' upon an impartial examination^ of the whole con«^ 
*.* dud of pur late governour and council of Fort 
*^ George (Madras) and on the fuUeft confidera^ 
^ tion, that the faid governour and council have, 
" in notorious violation of the truji repofed in them, 
** manifeftly preferred the inter ejl of private indivi^. 
^ duajs tp that of the company^ in permitting the 
^ aifignment of the rcveiiues of certain valuable 
" diltrids, to a very large amount, from the na- 
*5 bob to individuals" — and then highly aggravat- 
ing their crii^es, they add " we order and dire<5fc 
*' that you dp examine, in the moft impartial 
*f manner, all the abpve:mentioned tranfaclions; 
*^ and that you punijh by fufpenfion^ degradation, 
*' difmilfion, or otherwife, as to you fliall feem 
V meet, all and every fuch feryant or fcrvants of 

'^thc 
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^* the company, who may" by you be found guilty 
^* of any of the above oflfences*" ** We had (fay 
*^ the direftors) the mortification to find that the 
^ fervants of the company, who had been raifed^ 
^'fupportedy and owed their prefent opulence to the 
^* advantages gained in fuch fervice, have in this 
-*' infl:ance moft unfaithfully betrayed their truft, 
" abandoned the company's intcreft, and proftituted 
*^ its influence to accompliih xkatpurpofa dfindivp- 
*' duals ^ whilji the intereji cfthd company is almojl 
*' wholly negkdedy and payment to us rendered ex^ 
** tremely precarious/' Here then is the rock of 
approbation of the court of diredors, on which 
the light hbnourabJe gentleman fays this debt 
was founded. Any member, Mr. Speaker, who 
ihould come into the houfe, on my reading this 
fentence of condemnation of the court of direc- 
tors againft their unfaithful fervants, might well 
imagine that he had heard an harfh, fevere, un- 
.qualified inveftive againft the prefent minifterial 
board of control. So exacUy do the proceedings 
t)f the patrons of this abufe tally with thofe of 
the aftors in it, that the exprefliond ufed in the 
condemnation of the one, may fersrefor the re-^ 
probation of the other, without the change of a 
word. 

To read you all the expreffions of wrath and 
indignation fulminated in this difpatch againft thfe 
meritorious creditors of the right honourable gen- 
tleman. 
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llemaii, who according to him have been fo faHf 
tpptovcd by the company, would be to read the 
whole* 

The right honourable gentleman, with an ad* 
drefe peculiar to hinfifelf , every now and then flid^ 
in the prefidency of Madras, as fyhonimous to the 
i;x>mpany. That the prefidency did approve the 
debt, is certain. But the right honourable gen- 
tleman, as prudent in fupprefiing, as ikilfal in 
bringing forward his^ matter, has not chofen to 
tdl you tliat the pr^dency were the ve^y perfons 
guilty of contrading this loan; creditors them- 
fidves, and agents and truftees for aU the other 
creditors. For this the court of directors accufe 
them of breach of truft; and for this the right 
honourable gentleman confiders them as perfeftly 
good authority for thofe claims. It is pleafant to 
hear a gentleman of the law quote the approbation 
of creditors as an authority for their own debt. ^ 

How they capie to contraft the debt to them- 
fdves, hpw they came to a£t as agents for thofe 
whom they ought to have controlled, is for your 
inquiry. The policy of this debt was announced 
to the court of dire£^rs, by the very perfons 
concerned in creating it. ** Till very lately," (fay 
the prefidency) " the nabob placed his dependence 
** on the company. Now he has been taught 
^^ by iU-^dvifers, that an iigiterefl: out of doors may 
*• ftand him in good ftcad. He has been made to 
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*• befieve that his private creditors have ponper and 
** intertji to over-rule the court of diredors*.*^ The 
nabob was not mifinfprmed* The private credi- 
tors inflantly qualified a vail number of votes j 
and having made themfelVes znafiers of the court 
of proprietors, as well ^s extewUng a powerful 
cabal in other p^es as important^ they £b com^ 
pletely overtuf ned the authority of the co|irt of 
directors at home and abroad, that this poor baf* 
fled governmei^t was foon obliged to lower it» 
tone. It was glad to be admitted into partnerlhip 
with its own fervants. The coiirt of diredors et 
tabliihipg the debt wjiiich they had reprobated as 
a breach of truft, and which was plann^ed for the 
fubverficMi of their ^|hority, fe)4ed its paynaepts 
on a p»r with thofe of the publickj and even fo. 
Were not able to obt^n peace or even equality ia 
their demands. All the confe(^ences lay in a r6» 
gular and irrefiftiblc tn^in. By epiploying their 
ilifluence for the recoverm)f this debt, their orders^ 
iflued in the famp breath, againfi creating new 
debts, only animated the ftrong defires of thei? 

♦' For the threats of the crcditore, and total fubvcr^on of the 
Authority of the company in favour of the nabob's power, anj 
the incrcafe thereby of hid eril difpofilions, and the great de-» 
rangement of all publick concerns, iee rele<^ committee Fort 
St,' George's letters, lift November, 176$^, and January ^1% 
tjyo; September 11, 177a- Andgovernouf Bourfchicr's letter* 
to the nabob of A^cot, :|i ft November^ 1769, and December 
9tb^i769* - ' 
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ferVahts to this prohibited prolifick Q)ort, arid it" 
foon produced a fwarm of fons and daughters, 
not in the leaft degenerated from the virtue of 
their parents^ 

, Frpm that moment, the authority of the court 
of direftors expired in the Carnatick, and every 
where clfe. " Every man/* fays the pi*efidency, 
*^ who oppofes the government and its nieafures, 
** finds an immedi^ate countenance frona the nabob; 
^* even our difcarded officers, however unworthy, 
^ are received into the nabob's fervice*/* It was 
indeed a nxatter of no wonderful fagacity to de- 
termine whether the court of directors, with their 
miferable falaries to their fervants, of four or five 
hundred pounds a year, or the diftributor of mil- 
lions, was moft likely to be obeyed. It was an in- 
vention beyond the imagination of all the fpecula- 
tifts of our fpeculating age, to fee a government 
quietly fettled in one and the fame town, compof- 
cd of two diftin6l memMhrs; one to pay.fcantily 
for obedience, and the other to bribe high for re-^ 
bellion and revolt. 

• " He [the nabob] is in a great degree the caufc of our pre- 
** fent inability; by diverting the revenues of the Carnatrdc 
** through private channels,''' — *' Even this Pcfhcuih [the Tan- 
•5 jore tribute) circumilanced as he and we arc, he has afligaed 
♦* over to others, 'oho now'' fit themfdve^ in oppofition to the compa* 
<* wy." Confultations, Oftober ii, 1769,011 the 12th commu- 
nicated to the nabob. 

The 
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The next thing which recommends this partis 
cular debt to the fight honouraUe gentleman is^ 
It feems, the moderate intereft of ten per cent. It 
would be loft labour to obfi^rve on this affertion. 
The nabob, in a long apologetick letter* for the 
tran£k6ti6n between him and the body of the cre- 
ditors, ftates the &£):, as I &all ftate it to you. In 
the accumulation of this debt, the firft interei^ paid 
was from thirty to thirty-fix per cent, it was then 
brought down to twenty-five per cent, at length it 
was reduced to twenty; and tlier^ it found hs^ 
reft. During the whole procefs, as often as any 
of thefe monftrous interefts fell into an arrear^ 
(into which they were continually falling) the v^ 
rcBXy formed into a new capital,! was added to 
the old, and the lam? intereft of twenty per cent^ 
accrued upon both. The company, having got 
fbme fcent of the enormous ufury which jMrevailecf 

> • Nabof^'s Utter to govefnour^alk. Papers publifl|e4 by the 
dir^£tors in 177$; and papers printed by the fame authority, 
1781. 

fSee papers printed by order of a general court in fjSot 
p. 222» and p, ai4» ZB alfo nabob's letter to govemour Duprd, 
i9th July, 177 If ** I have taken MP lotfnt by which! bavt 
** fufiered a I0& of vpvdr^i of a crore of pagodas [four millipn 
** fieriin^ by i$Uerefi on an heawf interefi,**'-^Letttt 15th Ja- 
nuary, 1772^ ** Notwithftanding I have taken much trouble, 
<' and have nmde many payments to my creditors, yet the lo%d 
** df my debt, tchich Became Jb great, htf interefi and compound m^ 
«* Ureji, is not cleared," . 
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^t Madras, thought it neceffiuy to interffrc, an4 
to order all interefts to be lowered to ten ftr^cenu 
This order, which contained no exception, though 
it by no ntieans pointed particularly to this clafs of 
debts, came like a thunder-clap on the nabob. He 
conildered his political credit as ruined ^ but to 
find a remedy to this unexpeded evil, he again 
9dded to the old principal twenty /^r cent* intereft 
accruing for the laft year. Thus a new fund was 
formed} and it was on that accumuljidon of va» 
rious principals, and interefts heaped upon inte;^ 
refts, not on the fum originally lent, as the right 
honourable gentleman would make you believe^ 
that ten per cenL was fettled on the whole. ^ 
. When you confider the enormity of the intereft 
at which thcfe debts were contrafted, and the fe- 
veral interefts added to the principal, I believe you 
will not think, me fo fceptical, if I ftiould doubt, 
whether for this debt of 88o,oooA the nabob ever 
law 100,000/. in real money. The right honour^ 
able gentleman iufpe6ting, with all his abfolute do- 
nunion over fad, that he never .will be able to de- 
fend even this venerable patriarchal jot), though. 
' £uidified by its numerous iflue> and hoary with, 
prefcriptive years, has recourfe to recriniination, 
the laft refource of guilt. He fays that this loan 
of 1767 was provided for in Mr. Fox's India bill; 
^nd judging of others by his own nature and prin- 
ciples, he more than inOnuates, that this provi&on 
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was made, not from anyfenfe dEiOKrk in the 
claim, btit from partiality to f^eneral Smith, a pro* 
prietor, and an agent for that dd>t. If partiaKty 
could have had any \<>^cight againft jnfliccand po* 
licy, with the then minifters and their, friends, 
general Smith had titles to it. But the right ho* 
nourable geatkman knows as well a» I do, thi^ 
general Smith was very fu: from looking on him* 
felf as partially treated in the arrangexxKi^s of 
that time^ indeed what man dared to hope hxl 
private partiality in that iacred plan for -relief to 
nations? 

It is not neceflary that the right honouraUd 
gentleman Ihouldiarcaftically call that time to our 
recoUeftion. Well do I remember every circmil* 
fiance of that memorable period* God ibrbidi 
&ould forget it. O illufbrious dtfgracei O vifix)* 
rious defeat! may yonr memorial be frelh ohd 
new to the lateft generatioifsl May the day of that 
generous conflid.be ibtmped in charaders never 
to be cancelled or worn oitt from the records q£ 
tihie! Let no man hear of us, who Ihall not hear 
that in a ftruggl^ againft the intrigues of courts, 
and the perfidious levity of the multitude, we fell 
in the caufe of honour, in the caufe of our coun** 
try, in the caufe of himian nature itfelf ! But if 
fortune Ihould be as powerful over fame, as (he 
has been ^prevalent over virtue, at leaft our con-> 
icience is beyond her jurifdiction. My poor fliarfe 
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in the fbpport of that great meafure^ no man 
ihall ravifli fr6m me. It (hall be Mdy lodged in 
tibe landuaryof my heart; never, never to be 
torn from thence, but with thc^ holds that gtTppfHc 
it to life. 

I lay, I well remember that biH, and evdry one 
of it$ honeft and its wile proviiions. It is not 
true tittt this debt ^^srever proteded or inforced, 
6r aity revenue whatfoeveir fet apart for it. Jt was 
kft in that bill jnft where it ftood; to be paid or 
not to be paid out of the nabob's private treafures^ 
atccording to his own difcretion. The company 
had a&nally ^ven it their £mdion; though al- 
ways relying for its vsdidity on the fioie iiecurity of 
the £aith of him,* who without their knowledge 
Or conlent entered into the original obligation* It 
had no Other landion; it ought to have had nd 
6d«ur« '80 &x was Mr« Fool's biU from providing 
finids for it, as this litmnftry have wickedly done 
for this, and for ten times worfe traii£ti£tions, out 
'of the publick eftacte, that an exprels da:ule imtoe-. 
diately preceded, pofitivdy forbidding any Britiib 
fobbed from receiving afl^nrmts upon any part 
6f the territorial revenue^ on any pretei^ what« 
focvcr.t 

You ifecdllca, Mr; Speaker, that the chancellor 
of the exchequer ftfong^ profeiEKl to retlain every 
part (rf Mr. Font's bill, whkh wlsiiiteirdpd to prc^ 

^ Thcnaboli oT AitoU t Appefidii, No. 3. 
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vent ahufe; but m his Iiufia HD, wludb (let me 
do jiifitce) b as abk and Ikilftil a performance for 
its own purpoies, as ever i&ed from the wit of 
man, premeditating this inquky**— i&^r ifjion ttt 
Jbrueref Trqjamque aperirei jicbms^ expunged thii» 
cflfential claufe, broke down the fence which was 
Taifed to cover the pubfick property againft the 
rapacity oiF his partifims, and thus Icvdiling every 
obftrUftion, he made a firm, brc^d, highway for 
fin and death, for ufory jind opprdfion, to renew 
their ravages throughout the devoted revenues of 
the Carii^tick. 

The tenour, the poli<;y, and the cbnfequences of - 
this debt of 1767, are, in the eyes of miniftry, fo 
excellent, that its merits ateirrdMlibk; and it 
takes the lead tp give credit and counteseance to 
^ the r^. Along with this chofen body of 
heavy-tomed infantry, ^4 to fuppdrt it, in tJier 
line, the right honourable gentleman has ftatipned 
his corps of black cavafry. If there be any ad* 
vantage between this debt and that <rf 1769, ac* 
cording to him the cavalry debt has it. It is not 
a fubjed of defence; it is a theme 6f panegyrick. 
Liften to the ri^t honourable gentkman, and you 
will find it w^ cQUtrafted to {avfe the country j 
to prevent mutiny in armies; to introduce oeco^ 
nomy in revenues; andibr all thefe honourable 
purpdfes, it originated at the esprefs defire, and 
by the rq^relentative authority of thf company 
it&lf* 

Q3 Firft, 
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Firft, let mc fay a word to the authority* ThJi^ 
dd>t was ixmtraftcd not by the authority of the 
company, not' by its reprefentatives, (as tlie right 
honouraUe gentkman has the unparallded confi- 
dence to affert) but in the ever-memorable period 
of 1777, by the ufurped power of thofe who re-f 
bdHoufly, in conjtmftion with the nabob of Arcbt, 
had overturned the lawfal government of Madras* 
For that rebellion, this houfe unanimoufly direft- 
ed a publick profecution. The delinquents, after 
they had fobverted government, in order to make 
to themfelves a party to fupport them in their' 
power, are Univer&lly known to have dealt jobs 
about' to the right and to the left, and to ariy who 
were willing to receive them. This ufuirpation, 
which the right honourable genUeman weH knows, 
was -brought about by and for the great mafi of 
tfatfe pteteftded debts, is the authority which is 
ifet up by ham to reprefent the company; to repre- 
fent that company whidi from the firft ipoment 
of their hearing of this corrupt and fraudulent 
tranfafti6n,.tb this hour, have uniformly difowned 
and difavowed it* 

So much for the authority. As to the fafts, 
partly true, and partly colourable, as thty ftand 
recorded, they are in fubftancethefe. — ^The nabob 
of Arcot, as fbon as he had thrown off the fuperi- 
drity of this country by means of thefe creditors, 
kept up a great army which he never paid. Qf 
courfc, his foldiers were generally in a ftate of 

mutiny^ 
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mutiny.* The ufuq)ing council fay that they la- 
boured hard with their mifter the nabob, to pw- 
fuade him to reduce thefe mutinous send ufeie& 
troops. He confented; but as ufual, pleaded" in- 
abSity to pay them their ' arrears. Herd tras i 
difficulty. The nabob had no money; the com* 
pany had no money; every publick fupply was 
empty. But thtfre was one refource which no fea- 
fc«i has ever yet dried up in that climate.' The 
fiUeaH were at hand; that is, pri^te .Englifh 
money-jobbers offered' their affiftancei Me^eurs 
Taylor, Majendie and Call, propofed- to advance 
the finaU fum of 160,000/. to pay otf'the nabob's 
black cav^ry, provided the company's authority 
was given for thisirlofiii; This^ was the great point 
of pc^cy always aimed at, and pCirftied through a 
hundred deviccs^by the fervants at Madras. The 
j^efideftcy, who tliemfelve§ had no authority for 
the fimftions they prefumed to exerdfe^ very rea- 
dily gave the fan^on of the company to thofe 
fejrants who knew that the company, whofeikAc- 
tion was demanded, had pofitively prohibited* all 
fuch tranfaftions. » ^ 

However^ fo far as the reaKty of the dealing 
goeS) all fe hitherto fair and plaufible; andjiere 
the right' hoiibHrable gentleman concludes^ with 
oonimendable. pnideiicc, hij account of the^btifi- 
nefs. But hereit is I (hall begleave to commence 
* Set Mr. Pnndai*8 ifti a^^ Md jd reports. • * 

. ;. ' Q4 my 
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' itiy jG^pplement: for the gentleman's difcreet mo- 
defty .|ias led him to cut the thread of the ftory 
iom^yirl^t abn^^y. One of the n^oft eflentiai 
partfcs is quite forgotten* Why ihould the ej^iodf 

, pf tl^ BOOT nabob be cuni^ted? When th%t prince 
C^u&s it, nobody can tdil his ftory better^ EsxxtCc 
|ne, i^I apply again to ipy book, and give it yon 
from ^he firft hand; from the nabob himfelf* 

*^ Mjr. Stratton became acquainted with this, 
f* ^d got Mr. Tayjor a»d others to lend m^e four 
^^ lacks of ps^odas toward^ difcharging the ar* 
*' rears of pay pf my troops* Upon this, I wrote 
^' a letter of thanks to Mr. Stratton j and upon 
.^* tfee. feith of this ijnoney being paid knmedi^dly,, 
^* I ordered many of my troops to be dt&harged 
^^ by a certain day^ >nd \effened the numbo: of my 

V ffrv^tf?. Mr* Tftylor, Ifc fome time after ac* 
^ 4|u;i^ti^ me» Xh^t ib^y had no ready moneys 
*«but they wo:^ld .gi5kn^ tet^ payable in foiit 
^^ mgnths. This a$Qpi:S^ me^ fctr I did not 
«/ know yrhat might happm, whon the {eppya 
^ were difiniOfed Aom ipy fervfce. I b^^d qf 
** Mr. Taylor and the others t9 pay thi^ (um to 
<*tiie oSkcTs of my r^jnents at the time they 
^^ Q^lktioned; and dd^ed the o&o^ts^ at the £une 

V timp) to pacify and perfuade the men bdonging 
*\ to ^em, that their pay wc^d.be ffvexk to them 
^ otthe endfffmr montbti and that till thofe ^* 
^ rear» were difqbjU^y their pay fliottkl be con« 

<* tinned 
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^ thiued^ to them. 3w yi^rs are nearly expired 
t^ ikice that time, but Mr. Taylor has not yet en* 
V tirely cUfcharged the arrears of thofe troops, and 
<^ I a9i oUiged to corxtinue thdr pay from that 
1^ time till this. I hoped to have been aUe, by 
** this expedient, to have leffened the number of 
^ my troops, and difcharged the aj:rears duex to 
^* ttepi, <X)nlid€ariiig the trifle of mter.cft to Mr. 
^ Taylor^ and tKe others, ag no ^eat matter; tert 
^* ^e^ of this, J am ^preffjsd wth the burthen <f 
^^ pay due t^ thofe troops \ and the irUer^^ which is 
V' $fiif^g on to Mr. Taylor from the day the Ueps were 
^' Z;rant^ to him!* Wh^tt I have Tead tfe you is an 
^ti;^d of a letter from the nabob of th^ Catnatkk 
to goyernour Rumbdid, dated the a ad, and recdv^ 
fd the ^4th of March, 1779.* . 

S^py^ His highliefe aot to be weU broken in 
to thipgs of this k^d, k muft indeed furpri£e fo 
|cp<^WQ and efisiUiilwi a boiyi-vender, as the na« 
|K)b i^ Arcot, one who keqxi himfelf the largeft 
|>OQdKwarehouie in the world, to find that he was 
now %o receiye in kind } iH>t to take money, for 
^ ob%atiofts, but to give his bond in exchange 
lojr the bpflsd of -Mefli^us. Taylor, Majendie and 
C^ and to pay befides, a good fmart intereft^ 
li^g^y I a per cent, (in reality perhaps twenty, or^ 
twentyrfpur j»^r ee»t^ for thii exchange of paper. 
But /his troops W€!re not to be fo paid, or fo dif« 
^ See&diier Coafukacioas^ 34 February, 1778. 

banded« 
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batif^d. They wanted bread, atid could n*t Kf rf 
tiy cutting and fliuffling of boads* The nabob 
ftiU kept the troops in fervice^ and wa^ obliged to 
continue, as you have fecn, the whole expfenee, td 
exonerate himfelf from which he became indebted 
to the foucars. 

* Had it ftood here, the tranfa^on would have 
been of the moft audacious ftrain of fraud and 
ufery, perhaps ever before difcovered, whatever 
might have been praftifed and concealed. But 
the fame authority (I mean the nabob^s) brings 
before you fomething if poflible more ilriking. 
He ftates, that for thb tb^r paper, he inimediately 
handed over to thcfe gentlemen fonlething very 
diferetit fronv paper; that is, the receipt of a ter» 
ritorial revenue, of which it feemsthey continued 
as long in pofleffion as the nabob himfelf cor^nued 
in pofleffion of arty things Their payments there- 
fore not being to commence before the end of 
£Dur months, and not being completed in two 
years, it muft be prefumed (unfcfe they proved 
thi contraiy) that * thek payments to the nabob 
were made out of the revenues they had received 
from his aifignmentu Thus they condefcended to 
accunmlate a dd>t of i6o,oooA with an intereft 
of I a per cent, in compenfation for a lingering pay*- 
ment to the nabob of 1 60,000/. of his own money. 
Still we have not the whole: about twp year^ 
after the aflignsient of thofe territorial revenues 

to 
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16 thtfe gentiemeh, the nabob receives a remon- 
ftf ance from his ehief manager, in a principal 
' province, of which this is the tenour— ^•^ The entire 
** revenue of thdTe diftrifts is by your highnefs's 
*^ order fet apart to difcharge the tuncaws [affign- 
^ ments] granted to the Europeans. The go- 
" maftahs [agents] of Mr. Taylor, to Mr. De 
** Fries, are there in order to colled thofe tun- 
** caws; and as they receive all the revenue that 
^ is colleded, your highnefs's troops haveyh;^;J 
** or • eight months pay due^ which they cannot re^ 
** ceive, and are thereby reduced to the greateft 
*^ dijlrefu In fuch times ^ it is highly neceffary to 
** provide for the f^ftenance of the troops that 
•* they may be ready to exert' thfemfelvcs in the 
^^ fervice of your highnefs." 

Here, Sir, you fee how thefe' taufes and eflfefts 
aft upon one another. One body of troops mu- 
ttnies fdr ^&nt of pay; a debt is contrafted to pay 
them; and they ftill" rfcmaih unpaid. A territory 
deftined to pay other troops, is afligned for this 
debt; and thefe other troops fall into the fame 
ftate of irtdrgence andmutiny with the firft. Bond 
is paid by b6nd; arrear is turned into newarrear; 
ufory engenders new ufury; mutiny fufpended in 
one quarter, ftarts up in another; until all the 
revenues, and all the e^ftabliftiments are entangled 
into one inextricable knot of confufion, from 
which they are only difengaged by being entirely 
\ 1 ' deftroyed. 
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jieftroyed. In th2)t ftatc of confufion. In % very 
few months after the date of the memorial J have 
Juft read to you, things were found, when the 
jpabob's troops^ famifhed to feed EngUfh foucurs, 
inftead of defending the country, joined the in- 
vaders, and deierted in entire bodjies to Hyder 
AU.* 

The maxiner in which thi$ tranfaflion was car* 
ried on, fhews that good examines are not eafily 
forgot, efpedally by thofe who are bred in a great 
fcbool. One of thofe fplendid example^ give me 
leave to me^ition, at a fomev^hat more early pe- 
riod, becaufe one fraud furniflies light tQ the di£* 
cov?ry of anqthpr, and fo pn, until the whole fipcret 
of myftprious iniqu}t;y burfts "upon you in a \))s^z» 
of detection* The paper I IhaU read you, is jiot 
on record* If you plesife you ms^y tak^ it on my 
word. It i? a letter' written from one of imdoubt- 
cd information in Madras, to Sir Johp Clayeripg^ 
defcrihii^ the pra&ice that pr^j^ilcd there, whilft 
^e comg^ny's allies were under fale, during the 
lime of goverfiQfur Winch's adminiftratioB. 
• '^ — r— One niode,** fays Clayering*^ correfpcm? 
d^nt, ^^ of ainaffing iqoney at the pabob^i cc^ is 
^' curious. He is gen^^^y in arrears to the com- 

* Mr. Dundas's ift report, p. 26, 29, and Appendix, No» 
2, 10, 18, for the mutinous ftate and defertion of the nabob's 
troops for want of pay. Sec Mo report 4, of tlie fame cooi'* 
mittee. 
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«* pany. Here the govem6ur> btrnjcafc-keepcr^ 
** is generaJly on good terms with the banker^ 
*^ who manages matters thus J The gorcmour 
« preffes the nabob for the balance due from him j 
« the nabob flies to his ^nker for telicf j tht 
^ baftker engages to pay the money, aiid gtanti 
** his notes according, which he puts in the cafli- 
^^ book as i^eady Money} the nabob pays him ad 
** intereil for it at two and three per cent* per men^ 
<*^w,till the tunkaEws ht grants on the particular 
** diftrfiSs for it afe paid. Matters in the meaii 
<^ time are fo managed, that there b no call fbii^ 
^ this money for the company's fervice, tSll the 
^^ tulUcaws become due. By this means nof a cailf 
^« is aldVanc^d by the banker, though he receives 
*^ a heavy interdfi from the nabob, tvrhich is di-> 
^^ vided as lawful fpoil." > 

Here, Mr. Sptaker, you have the whote ait atid 
myftery, the true free-mafon fccret of the profe£>' 
fion Qifoucaring\ by which a few initoocent, inex- 
perienced young Engli&men, fuch as Mr. Paul 
Benfiddi for inftsmce^ Without property uponr 
which any oni would lend to thim^ves a fingie 
ihyiing, arb enabled at once to take provii^ces in 
mortgage, to make j>rinces their ddbtoiis, and tot 
bibcome creditors for miMions* 

Biit it fbems the righi honodraUe ^iitleman'9 
ffivotrite fducar cavafry, have proved the payment 
((ffore the mayor's cowt at Madras } Have thef. 

fo? 
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foi Vfhj thtn. defraud our anxiety and their dxa* 
raders of that pfoof ? h it not enough that the 
charges whi<:h I have laid before you, have ftood 
0Xk record .s^nft thefe poor injured gentlemen 
lor eight yevs? Is it not enough t|iat they are in 
print by the orders of the Eaft-India company for 
five years? After thefe gentlei^en have borne all 
the odium of this publication, a^d all the indigna* 
lion of the directors, with inch unexampled equa^ 
nimity, now that they are at length IHmulated 
into feeling, are you to deny them their juft re- 
lief? But will the right honourable gentleman bis 
pleafed to tell us, how they came not to give this 
&tisfadion to the court of diredors, their lawful 
mafters, during all the eight years of thb litigated 
claim? Welrctbey not bound, by every tie that 
can bind man, to give them this latisfaftion? Thi» 
day, for the firft'time, we hear of the proofe. But 
when were thefe proofs offered? In what caufef 
Who were the parties? Who infpecled? Who 
contefted this belated account? Let us fee fome-* 
thing to oppofe to the bo4y of record which ap» 
pear$ againfl them. The. mayor's court! the 
mayor's court! Pleafant! Does not the honour- 
able gentleman^ know, that the firft corps of cre- 
ditors (the creditors of 1767) ftat|?d it as a fort 
of hardfhip to them, that they could not; hive 
juftice at Madras, from the in[ipoffibility of their 
fiipporting their , claims: iax the. mayor's, opiijrt ? 

Why? 
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T?9l^y? becaiife, fiiy they, the members of thsA 
court were themfdvcs creditors, and ther^octt 
could not fit as judges.^ Are we ripe to iky thrt 
no creditor under fimilar drcumftances was mem^ 
ber of the court, whai the payment which is d« 
ground of this cavahy debt was put in.proof ?t 
^ay, are we not in a manner compdled to coa^ 
dude, that the court was fo conilituted, when wo 
know there is fcarcely a man in Madras, who has 
tot fome participa^tion in thefe tranfadions? It is 
a Ihame to hear fuch proofs mentioned, inftead o£ 
the honcft vigorous fbrutiny which the ciircum- 
ilances of fuch an afiEur fo indifpoiiably calls for* 

But his majefty's miniflers, indulgent enough ^ 
^o other fcrutinies, have not been fatisfied with 
authorizing the payment of this demand without 
^uch incjuiry as the aft has prefcribedj but they 

* Memorial from the creditors ^a the goveraour and council^ 
22d January, 1770. 

t In the year 1778, Mr. James Call, one of the proprietors of 
this i'pecifick debt, was aftualiy mayor. Appendix to id report 
af Mr. Dundas'a committee. No. 65. — The only proof whicb 
appeared on the inquiry inflituted in the general court of i78i» 
was an affidavit of the lenders tAem/elveSf depofing (what nobody 
ever denied) that they had engaged 2Lnd agreed to pay — not that 
they had paid the fum of i6o»ooo/. This was two years after 
the traniadtiori; and the aflSdavit is made bcfore'George Proftor, 
mayor, an attorney for certain of the old creditors. Prbcecd- 
Ings of th< prelident and coan^il of Fort ISaiot Q^ofgii ttd 
February, 1779. 
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htve ad(kd the arreat of t\tclve per cent, intcrcft, 
from the year 1777 to the year 1784, to make a 
new capital, rafing thereby 160 to 294,oo«/. Thea 
they diarge a new twelve per cent, on the whole 
from that period, for a tranfa^tion, in which it 
will be a miracle if a fingle penny will be ever 
foond really advanced from the private fiock of 
the pretended creditors. 

In thb manner, and at fiich an intereft, the mu 
nifters have thought proper to diipofe of 294,oooA 
of the pubEck revenues, for what is called the ca^ 
valry loart. After difpatching this, the right ho* 
xK>urable gentleman leads to battle his lail grand. 
divifion,tJie cohfolidated debt of 1777. But hav- 
ing esiia^ed aU hb panegyrick on the two firft; 
he has nothing at aU to fay in favour of &e laft. 
On the contrary, he admits that it was contraded 
in defiance of the company's orders, without even 
the pretended fanflion of any pretended reprefen- 
tatiyes. Nobody, indeed, has yet been found 
hardy enough to liand forth avowedly ^i its de- 
fence. But it is little to the credit pf i the age» 
that what has not fdaufibility enough to find an 
Advocate, ha^ infiuehce enough to 6Bt^n a pro- 
^cftor. Could any man cxpie£l to find that pro-, 
teftor any where? But what muft every maa 
think, when he finds that pcoteQx)r in 1 the chair- ^ 
inin of the committee of fecrecy,* who had pub- 

^ Ri^ht bon«urable Henry Dundus. 
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li&ed ta the houfe, and to the world, tie Ifafts 
that condepin thefe debts— the orders that forbid 
the incurring of them'— the dreadful confequences 
which attended them. Even in his ofBcial letter, 
when he tramples on his parliamentary report, 
yet his general language is the fatne. Read the 
preface to this part of the minifterlal arrangement, 
and you would imagine that this debt was to be 
crufhed, with all the weight of indignation which 
could fall from a vigilant guardian of tht publick 
treafury, upon thofe who attempted to rob it. 
What muft be*felt by every man who has feeling, 
when, after fuch a thundering preamble of con- 
demnation, this debt is ordered to be paid with- 
out any fort of inquiry into it's authenticity? with- 
out a fingle ftep taken to fettle even the amount 
of the demand? without an attempt fo much as to 
afcertain the real perfons claiming a fum, which 
rifes in the accounts from one million three hun- 
dred thoufand pound fterling to two million four 
» hundred thoufand pound principal money?* with- 
out an attempt made to afcertain the proprietors, 

• of whom n.0 lift has ever yet been laid before the 
' court of'direftors; of proprietors who are known 
, to be in a coUufive fliuffle, by which they never 

appear to be the fame in any two fifts, handed 

* about for their own particular purpofes? 

^ Appendix to the 4th repont of Mr. Dundas's committee* 
No. I J. I 

Vox,. IV. - R My 
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My Ikonburable frieiul w)io maufe you the mo- 
tioD, has fuffidently expofed the nptture of thi^ 
debt. He has ftiited to you that Us pwn $^dfds ifi 
the year ly&i^ ki the arrangement they prQpoJtd 
to inake at Calcutta^ wore fatisfied to have twenty- 
^ fire per ^enU at once ftruck off from the ca^^kal of 
a great part of this debt; and prayed to have a 
ptovifion made for this reduced principal^ wthout 
any intereft at alL This was an arrangement of 
their tnmt^ an arrangcmeat made by thofe who 
beft knew the true conftitution of thdr own debt; 
who knew how Uttle favour it merited,* ^uid how 
little topes' they had to find any perfons in autfao* 
jrity abandoned eno^h to lupport it as it flood. 

But what corrupt men, in the fond imaginations 
of a iknguine avarice, had not the confidence to 
propofe, they have found a chancellor of the e^- 

^ ♦** No fiftifc of the' common danger, in cafe of a war, can 
•^prevail on him [the nabob of Arcot] to furniih the company 
** Tvith what is abfolutely neoeflary to iiflcmble an army, though 
**- it i» beyond a cloubt^ that moneyMo « fcrgc amoent is ndw 
*^ iioarded up in his coffers at Che|>auk ; aad tiinkaws vt 
*' granted to inditidMak upon Cbmepf bi» moft valvahU countries^ 
•* for payjnent of part of ihofe debts which he has contradlcdv 
* • and w/ticA certain.^ uuit not hear tnfpe^inny as neither debtor nmr 
** creditors haze e^er hdd tht confidence to j'uimHih^ actOttfiU to dvr 
^*. eMnimit ion y* though ihtj tx^fefkd a witih to coAfotsdate she^ 
<* debtft under the aufptccs of this government^ agreeably tja 
«• plan tl)ey had formed." Madras Confultations, aoth July^ 
1779. Mr. 'Dundas's Appendix to ad Report, 143 • See alAy 
lafl Ap||endix to ditto Report, No. 376 B. 
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dieqUer In England hardy enoiigh tor uddertak^ 
for tiiem. He has cheered their drooping ij)irit$« 
He has thanked the peculators for not defpairing 
of their commonwealth* He has told them they 
were too modeftk He has replaced the twetoty* 
&veper cenU which, in order to lighten themfelves, 
they had abandoned in their confcious terrour. In* 
ftead pf <;utting oflF the intereft, as they had them* 
fidves confented to do, with the fourth of the ca« 
pital, he hjiis added the whole growth of four 
years ufury of twdve fer cenU to the firft over- 
grown principal; ai^4 has again grafted on thi^ 
meliorated ftack a perpetual annuity of fix per 
ienU to take place from the year 1781. Lpt 119 
man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of n<i- 
ture* All the aAs and monuments in the records 
erf pecujb^tion J the confoli<iated corruption gf 
jiges; the patterns of exemplary plunder in xh^ 
heroick times of Roman iniquity, ^ever cqualjc<^ 
the gig?mtick corruption of this fingle aft. iNey^ 
did Nero, in all the infolent prodigality of dcfpo^ 
tifm, deal out to his prxtorian guards a don^tioo 
fit to be named with the largefi fhovcred 4Qwn 
^y the bounty of our chancellor of the exchequer 
on the faithful band of 1^' Indian fepoya. 

•The right hoiiourable gentleman* lets you 
;freely and yolunjtarily ipto the wjxok trahfadion* 
So perfedly has his conduft cpip^founded hjs un- 

P Mc« Dundaj« 
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derftanding, tliat he fairly tells you, that through 
the courfe of the whole bufinefs he has never con- 
ferred with any but the agents Of the' pretended 
creditors. After this, do you want more to eftab- 
lilh a fecret underftanding with the parties? to fix; 
beyond a doubt, their collufion and participation 
in a 'common fraud ? 

If this were not enough, he has furniflied you 
with other prefumptions that are not to Vc fliakenl 
It is one of the known indications of guilt to ftag- 
ger and prevaricate in a ftory; and to vary in the 
liiotives that are affigned to condud. Try thefe 
itiinifters by' this rule. In their official difpatch, 
they tell the pVefidency of Madras, that they have 
eftablifh^d tlve debt for two reafons ; firft, becaufe 
thena^bob (the party indebted) does not difpute 
it; fecohdly, becaufe it is mifchievous to keep it 
Jonffef afloat; and that the payment of the'Eu- 
r5peari^c?iditors' will" promote circuhtion in the 
cbuntry; ^ ^l^Kefe two motives (for the plaineft rea- 
lShs^fn%e'Vo5fld) *&e^tigh^ honourable gentle- 
^alf has tliis^^^^day thtitighf fit totally to abandon. 
?n ?ffe *firl? pfiicfe,^ne rejects^ the authority of the 
nalfc^oPA^c?)?.^ '^It wdold indeed be pleafant to 
fee him '^diigre tb' this exploded teftimony. ' Ht 
'h^xt, upon grotnids equally folid, abandons 4he 
"benefits of thaT'ctrculat5roni which was to be pro- 
"duced bydraWhig xnit: alf tlie juices of. the body. 
Laying afide, or forgettirijg tnefS pretences of his 
^l-'^^^-' - ^ difpatch. 
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di^atch, he has juft now affumed a principle to* 
tally diflFerent^ but to the full as extraordinary. 
He proceeds upon a fuppofition, that many of the 
claims may be fiftitious. ^ He then finds, that in 
a cafe where many valid and many fraudulent 
claims are blended together, the beft courfe fof 
their difcrimination is indifcriminately to eftab- 
lifh them all. He trufts (I fuppofe) as there may 
not be a fund fufficient for every defcription of 
creditors, that the beft warranted claimants will 
exert themfelves in bringing to light thofe debt? 
which will not bear an inquiry. What he will 
not do himfelf, he is perfuaded will be done by 
others ; and for this purpofe he leaves to any per- 
fon a general power of excepting to the debt. 
This total change of language and prevarication 
in principle, is enough, if it ftood alone, to fix the 
prefumption of unfair dealing. His difpatch at 
figns motives of policy, concord, trade, and cir- 
culation. His fpeech proclaims difcord and liti- 
gations J and propofes, as the ultimate end, detec- 
tion. 

But he may fhift his reafons, and wind, and 
turn as he will, confufion waits him at all his 
doubles. Who will undertake this detection? 
,Will the nabob? But the right honourable gen- 
tleman has himfelf this moment told us, that 
no prince of the country can by any motive be 
prevailed upon to difcover any fraud that is prac- 
tifed upon him by the company's fervants. He 

R3 fays 
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&ys ^hsk (with the excctptioh c{ the cdtnj^irit 
againft the ca^aby lodn) 2(11 the t^orld knows to 
be true: and without that prince's concurrence, 
*diat evidence can be had of the fraud of iny the 
finafleftof theie demands? The minifters never 
authorized ttiy perfon to enter into his exchequer, 
knd to fearch his records. Why th^ this Ihanie- 
fell 4nd infulting mockery of a pretended conteft? 
Already contefts for a preference have arifen among 
thefe rival bond creditors, H^ not the company 
itfdf ftruggled for it preference for years, without 
any attempt at deteftion of the nature of thofe 
debts with ivhich they contended? ' Well is the 
nabob of Arcot attended to in the only fpedfick 
comfldnt he has evfer made. He complained of 
unfair dealing in the cavalry loan. It is fixed 
upon him with intefeft on intereft ; and this loan 
Is excepted from all power of litigation. 

^ This day, and not before, the right honourable 
gentleman thinks that the general eftablifliment 
of all claims is the fureft way of laying open the 
fraud of fome of them. In India this is a reach 
of deep policy. But what \yould be thought of 
this mode bfaftiiig on a demand upon the trea- 
fury in England? Infteadof all this cunning, is 
there not one plain way open, that is, to put the 
burthen of the proof on thofe who make the dc* 
mand? Ought hot miniftry to have iaid to the 
creditors, ** The perfon who admits your debt 
"ftands excepted to as evidence; he ftands; 

*' charged 
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^-charged as a cdlufive party, to hand over the 
'* puUtck revenues to you for finifter ptirpofcs? 
••You (ay, yo\i have a demand of fome nailliong 
•' on the Indian treafury } prove that you have 
** aftcd by hwfiil authority; prove at feaft that 
•f your money has been bondjide advanced; entitle 
*^ yourfelf to my protedion, by the faime& and 
^^ fuhie& of the communications you make/' Did 
an honefi creditor ever refiiie that reafonaUk and 
honcftteft? 

There is little doubt, that feveral individus^ 
have been feduced by the purveyors to the nabob 
of Arcot, to put their money (perhaps the whole 
of honeft and laborious earnings) into t^eir hands, 
and tUat at fuch high intereft, as, being condenmed 
at law, leaves them at the mercy of the great ma- 
nagers whom they trufted« Thefe feduced credit- 
tors are probaUy perfons of no power or intereft, 
cither in England or India, and may be juft ob« 
jefts of compaflion. By taking, in this arrange- 
ment, no meafures for dilcrimination and dHov 
very, the fraudulent and the fair are in the firft - 
inftance confounded in one mals* The fubfequent 
feledion ' and diftril^ution is left tp the nabob. 
With him the agents and inftruments of his cw^ 
ruption, whom he fees to be omnipotent in £ng^ 
land, and who may ferve him in Mature, as they 
have done in times paft, will have precedence, if 
not an exdufive preference. Thefe leading inte- 

R4 ' refts 
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refts domiilccr, and have always domineered, ever 
the 'whole. By this arrangement, the perfons fe- 
duced are made dependant cm their feducers; ho- 
itefty (comparative honefty at leaft) muft become 
df the party of fraud, and muft quit its proper 
charafter, and its juft claims, to entitle itfelf to 
the alms of bribery and peculation. 

But be thefe Engliih creditors what they may, 
the creditors, moft certainly not. fraudulent, are 
the natives, who are numerous and wretched in- 
deed: by exhaufting the whole revenues of the 
Carnatick, nothing is left for them. They lent 
bondjide'j in all probability they were even forced 
to lend, or to give goods and fervice for the na- 
bob's obligations. They had no trufts to catry to 
his market. They had no faith of alliances to fell* 
They had no nations to betray to robbery and 
ruin. They had no lawful government feditioufly 
to overturn ; nor had they a governour, to whom 
it is owing that you exift in India, to delivfer over 
to aq)tivity, and to death, in a fhameful prifon.* 

Thefe were the merits of the principal part of 
the debt of 1777, and the univerfally conceived 
caufes of its growth; and thus the unhappy na- 
tives are deprived of every hope of payment for 
their real debts, to make provifion for the arrears 
of unfatisfied bribery and treafon. You fee in 
this inftance, that the prefumption of guilt is not 

• Lord Pigot. 

only 
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only- no exception to the demands on. the publick 
treafuryj but with thefe nuniflers it is a neceffary 
condition to their fupport. .But that you may 
not think this preference folely owing to their 
^nown contempt of the natives, who ought witk 
^very generous mind to claim their firft charities ; 
you will find the iame rule religiouily obferved 
with Europeans too. Attend, Sir, to this decifive 
<afe.— -Since the beginning of the war, befides ar* 
rears of every kind, a bond debt has been con- 
traded at Madras, uncertain in its amount, but 
reprefented from four hundred thoufand pound 
to a million fterling. It Hands only at the low 
intereft of eight per cent. Of the legal authority, 
pn which this debt was contraded, of its purpofes 
for the very being of the ftate, of its publicity .an4' 
fairnefs, no doubt has been entertained for a mo- 
ment. For this debt, no fort of provifion what- 
ever has been made. It is rejected as an outcaft, 
whilft the whole undijfllpated attention of the mi- 
nifter has. been employed for the difcharge of 
claims entitled to his favour by the merits we have 
feen. 

I have endeavoured to find out, if pofliblc, the 
amount of the whole of thofe demands, in order 
to fee how much, fuppofing the country in a con'- 
dition to furnifh the fund, may remain to fatisfy 
the publick debt and the neceflary eftablifhments. 

But 
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itat I have been fbiled in my attempt. About 
one-fourth, that is a^out 220,000/. of the loan bf 
9767, ^remains unpaid. How much intereft is in 
arrear, I could never difcbvcrj feven or right 
feus at leaft, which, would make the whole of 
that debt about 396,000/. This ftock, which the 
mitnftersin tljeir inflru^itions to the govemour of 
Madras ftate a$ the leaft exceptionable, they have^ 
thought proper to diftinguifh by a marked ifevc- 
rity, leaving it the only one, on which the intereft 
18 not added to the principal, to beget a new in- 
tereft. 

The cavalry Iran, by the operation of the fame 
authority, is made up 10^294,000/. and this 
994,000/. made up of principal and intereft, is 
crowned with a new intereft of twelve per cent. 
^ What the grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, 
njay be, is amongft the deepeft myfteries of ftate. 
It is probably the firft debt ever affuming the title 
<tf conlblidation, that did not exprcfs what the 
amount of the fum confolidated was. It is little 
lefs than a contradiction in terms. In the' debt 
of the year 1767, the fum was ftated in the aft of 
confolidation, and made to amount to 880,000/. 
eapital. When this confolidation of 1777 was 
firft announced at the Durbar, it was reprefented 
authentically at 2,400,000/. In that, or rather in 
a higher ftate. Sir Thomas RumboW found and 
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cdndfemncd h.^^ H afterwards Wl into foch a teir-* 
rour, as to fweatawajr t xn^on of its i;i^^t ik 
once J atid It filnktt) i,4oo,Mo/.t fiiWWef it 
fte^^et S^s withbut a refoitfcc for recttiitmg it to 
its old {>lttnit)n6fs. There was a fert of Soiling 

>Ift Sir l*kotnas Rumb^dd's iMer to Ihe 9<Airt df cliivfton^ 
Maf^h i$th, ijryty he reprefents it as higheri io ,the following 
manner:—** How fhalM paint to you my ailoniihment on my 
'* arrival here, when t was informed that independent of this 
^ four lack^ of pagodas [the ctivaliiy lo^h j ;lndependtat of dre 
^* nabob's debt io Mi old ^redifort, and the tnoney doe t« 
** the compiu^y ; he had contracted a debt to the toormouft 
** amount of fixty- three lacks of pagodas {[2,5 20,000/, 3^ ^ 
'* mention thi$ ctrcumffisuice to you with horrour ; for the credi- 
'* tors being Sn general fervants of the cotnpany^ renders my talk 
^* on tht part of the company, itifitmlt and i/h)idi&us.'* — " I hare 
^* freed the fanAion 6f this goveriiment from fo cotfvpt a tran£> 
** a&ion. it is iii my mind the mod venal of all proceedinga, 
'' to give the company's protedion to debts that eannot bear 
** the light; and though it appears exceedingly alarming, thit 
** a country, on which you are to depend for refour^es, fhould - 
♦* be fo involved, as to be ftcatly three years revenue in debt; 
*♦ in a country too, where one year's revenue can never be called ^ 
** fccure^ by men who know any thing of the politicks of this 
♦* part of India,."'—'* I think it proper to mention to you, that 
** although the war^o^ reports his private debt to amotmt to uptoarii 
'* of Jixiy lacks^ yet I Ondetftand that it is not quite fo nauch/* 
Afterwards Sir Thomas Rumbold recoramendied this d6bt to 
the favo\irable attention of the company, but withottt any fiilB» 
cient reafon for his change of difpofition. However he went 
no further. 

'J* Nabob's propofals, November 25th, 1778;* and memorial 
0f the creditors, March ift, 1779.. 

debt 
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<Jebt of about 4 or 500,000^^ wore ready to be 
fiddcd,i3^,OGcafion /hould reguir^. 

In il^^9 whea^ou preffed this fenfitive plant, 
it alwap; con^a£ted its dimenfions. When the 
rude hand of inquiry was withdrawn, it expand* 
cd in all the luxuriant vigour of its original vege- 
tation. In^e treaty of 1781, the whole of the 
nabob's debt to private Europeans is by Mr. Sul- 
Jivan, agent to the nabob and his creditors, ftated 
, at 2,800,000/* which (if the cavalry loan, and the 
remains of the debt of 1767, be fubtracled) leaves 
it nearly at the amount ori^nally declared at the 
Durbar, in 1777. ^^^ ^^^^ there is a private in- 
ftruftion to Mr. Sullivan, which it feenis will re- 
duce it again to the lower ftandard of 1,400,000/.. 
Failing in all my attempts by a direct account, 
to afcertain the extent of the capital claimed, 
(where in all probability no capital was ever ad- 
vanced) I endfeavoured, if poflible, to difcover it 
by the intereft which was to- be paid. For that 
purpofe, I looked to the.feveral agreements for 
afEgning the territories of the Carnatick to fe- 
cure the principal and intereft of this debt. In 
one of them* I found in a fort of poftfcript, by 
way of an additional remark, (not in the body of 
the obligation) the debt reprefented at 1,400,000/. 
But when I computed the fums to be paid for in- 

• Nabob's propofals to his new confoli dated creditors, No- 
vcmbjcr 25th, 1778. . , 

tereft 
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tereft by inftilments in another paper, I foiiiid 
they produced an intereft of two millions,* at 
twelve per cent and the affignment fuppofed, that 
if thefe inftalments might exceed, they might aMb 
fall fliort of the real provifion for that intercfts^ ^ 
Another inftalmcnt bond was afterwards grant- 
ed. In that bond the intereft exadly tallies' with 
a capital of 1,400^000/.! But purfuirigthis capi- 
tal through the correfpondcnce, I loft fight of it 
again, and it w^s afferted that this inftalment 
bond was confiderably fliort of the intereft that 
ought to be cottt^ted to the time mentioned.]; 
Here are, therefore, two ftatements of equal au- 
thority, differing at leaft a million from each 
other; and as neither perfons clainnng, nor any 
fpecial fum as' belonging to each plfticular claim- 
ant, i^ afcertained in the inftruments of confoli- 
dation, or in the inftalment bonds, a Targe fcopfe 
was left to throw in any' fuitis for 'arty pfetfons, as 
their merits in advancing the intereft of that loan 
inight require; a power ^s- alfo left for reduc- 
tion, in cafe a harder hand, 6^ more fcanty funds, 
might be found to require it. Stronger " grounds 
for a ptefurtiption of fraud never appeared in any 
tranfaftiori. But the . minifters, faithful to - the 
plan of the ihtereftcd perfons, whom alone they 

* Paper (igncd by the nabob, 6th January, 1780. 
t Kiftbundi to July 31, 17S0. 
Ooycrnour'^-fctttPto the nabob/ ^5th July, 1^79^* 

thought 
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cbougtit fit t6 con&r with on tbl^ oecafion, hav^ 
ordered die paymoijt of the whole ma& of the£^ 
ymlinown iw^quidatt^ fuopa, without zfi attmnpt 
|t0 ^fcertain thepn^ Qn thi$ cpq^ui^^ iSjlr^ I Ips^v^ 
ydu tp niajce your own refleffipng. 

It is im^oSShh (at leaft I have £Dun4 it imppffible) 
to fix on ^be real a^aount of the pretended deVt^ 
with which your minifters havt thpu^t pr<^r 
tolpadthe Carnatick. They are obicure; they 
ih^B iajq^ipry ; they are enorgio^s. That is ^ 
yoip kmow of them. 

; That you may judge whatrcl^ce a^y honpurr 
able a^ ufi^l end of government has for a pro- 
^fipn that comes in for the leavings of theife 
^ttonous demands, I mull: take it oil my£elf tp 
bring before you the real condition of that abu&d, 
infulted, ^cked, and ruined country ; though in 
truth my mi^d revdits from it j thpugh you wiP 
hear it with hprrour ; and I confefs I tremble when 
I think on thefe aw&r^md confounding difpenfi^ 
lions of Providence. I &o3X firli trouble yo^ with 
a few words as to tie caufe. - . 

The gF6at fortunes made ia India in the bcpn^ 
flings; pf conqueft, naturally excited an eaiwlatioik 
•^ ajlvthe payts, and through- the whole fijcccffiojoi 
jof ^he Gotepany*s fervice* But in the company^ 
k gave rife to other fen timentSr v They did not 
find the new channds of acquHition Slov^ with 
equal riches to thenjf. . 0ti the C9»|r?nry, ^|e high 

flood- 
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flood<>tide of piivate emolumrat was generally ia 
tbe low^ ebb of thdr afiiurs. They b^^aa $i£o 
|to fear, that the fortune of war might take iway 
jKrhat; the fortune of war had given. Wars wer9 
accordingly difcouraged by repeated injuniSdons 
and, menaces ; and ths^ the Servants might, not be 
i^bed into them by the native princess, they wer^ 
feiaiy forbidden to take any moAey whaitfoev^ 
from tfieir hands* But vehemei^ :pad&on is i^gCf 
nkms in refources# The company's fervants wer4( 
iBoe only flimulated, but better in&iided by th^ 
iprohflntioo. They &)cm fell upcm a contrivance 
vdbAcb anfwered thdr purpofes far better than the 
method which were forbidden ; though in thiji 
laMb Acy vidated an ancient, but they thought^ 
^m abrogated order^' They rcveifed their proceed* 
ings. Iqftead of receiving pr efent^, they va4$^ 
fciaas. Ifiiikead of carrying on wars in their own 
name, they contrived an authority, at once irro* 
fifiS^le and irrefponfible, ifk whofe na^ne they 
^ni%ht ravage at pleafure; and being thus freefl 
horn dA reftraint, they ind^ged themfHves i^ thp 
mofi: extravagant {peculations of plunder. The 
isabal of ^xeditors who have been the objeft of 
the late bountiful grant from his maj^y's jnini^ 
ters,' inorda: to p^e& themfelves, usider thp 
name of creditors and^gnees, of every country ^ 
in India, as faft as it fcould be conquered, in^ired 
into the mind of the nabob of Arcot (then a de* 

pendant 
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pendant on the company of the humbleft order) 
a fcheme of the moft wild and defperate ambition 
that I believe ever was admitted into the thoughts 
of a man fo fituated.* Firft, they perfuaded him 
to confider himfelf as a principal member in the pa- 
litical fyftem of Europe. In the next place they held 
out to him, and he readity imbibed, the idea of the 
general empire of Indoftan, As a preliminary to 
this undertaking, they prevailed on him to prc^fe 
a tripartite divifion of that vaft country. One part 
to the company; another to the Marattas; and 
the third to himfetf. To himfelf he referved afi 
the fouthern part of the great petiinfula, compre- 
hended imder the general name of the Decan. . 
I • pn this fcheme of their fervants, the company 
was to appear in the parnatick in no other 'light 
than as a contrador for the proviluon of. arnnes, 
^d the hire of mercenaries for his Ufe, and under 
his direction* ^ This difpofition was to be £bcured 
by the ii2A)ob^s putting himfelf und^r the gua- 
Vantee of France;- and by the pieans of that rival 
natian,- p/reventing the Engiilh for ever from af- 
'feming an eqiuaUty, much lefo a. fuperioiity in the 

. ♦Report of the feleft committee, Madras Confaltations, Ja- 
"miaiy^^ *77l»' See alfo papers pay iihetl by tfee order ^ the 
court ofc'aiifeftbrs in 47:^6; and lorti Mkcaatftcyjs corrcij^pji- 
dcnoQ. TOth»-Mr» •H«vft'l^^and the ;jDabc^ of Ascot. See alfo 
^Mr. Dundy's Appendix, No» 376 B. Nf bpb'ji pr9poiition» 
through Mr. f^ylirvan and AfTam Khan, Art. 6^ and indeed the 
whole. -'' • -^ -^^':^: ^. : . ac . . 
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CarnSitick. In purfuance of this treafonabk pro- 
jeA (treafonabk on the part of the Englifli) they 
extinguifhed the compaity as a fovereign power in 
that part of India; they withdrew the company's 
garrifons out of all the forts and ftrong holds of 
the Carnatick; they declined to receive the am* 
baffiidors from ford^ courts, and remitted them 
to the nabob of Arcot; they* fell upon^ and totally 
deftroyed the ddeft ally of the company, the king 
ef Tanjore^ and plundered the country to the 
amount of near five millions fierling; one after 
another, in the nabob's name, but with Eng^illr 
force, they brought into a miferable fervitude all 
theprmceS) and great independent nobility of a 
vaft country. "* In proportion to thefe treafons 
and violences, which ruined the people, the fund 
of die nabob's debt grew and flouriihed. 

Among the vidims to this magnificent plan o£ 
univerfal plunder, worthy of the heroick avarice 
of the projedors, you have all heard (and ht has 

*" The principal objeft of the expedition is to^gct money 
*« from Tanjore to pay the nabob's debt : if a farpluf, to be 
*• applied in difcharge of the nabob's dcb^s to his private crcdi- 
\* tors." Confultations, M^rch 20, 1771; and. far furtbec 
lights, Confulfatioas, 12th June, 1771. " We are alarmed, left 
** this debt to ituHtiduals ihoald have been the real motive foe 
** th^ aggrandizement of Maho|ned Ali [the nabob of Arcot] 
•* and that we are plunged into a ivar to put him in pofleffion of 
*.* the Myfore rcvenuesybr Me difcharge of the debU^' Letter from 
lUc dirc<5tors, March 17, 1769. : 

. Vol. IV. S made 
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vmdc kim&lf to be weU remembered) of sm Jn^Sm 
dii^f called Hyder Ali Khan/ This man poflefled 
tAufi weftern, as the company under the name q£ 
the nabob of Arcot does^ the eaJftem, dlviiipn o£ 
tbe Carnatkkr It waa among the leading mea«r 
ikrcs in the deiign of thi^ cabal (according to theio 
0WIA emphatick language) to extirpate this Hydee 
Ali^* They declared the nabob of Arcot to be 
ki3 fpvereign^^ and hirn^ to be a rebeU and pub^ 
lickly invdlcd their inftruxnent with the fbve* 
X)dgnty of the kingdom of Kyfoi^:^ But their 
Tktim was not of the pafllve kind. They were 
toon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace and 
dole alliance with this rebel, at the gates of Ma« 
dnaar Both l^efbre and fince that treaty, every 
prbftdpk of pc^cy 'pointed out this power, as si. 
natural alliance; and on hi& part^ it was courted 
^ every ibrt of amicable office. But the cabi* 
net council of Eng^fh creditors would not fiifer 
tiiein nabob of Arcot to iign the treaty^ nor esrai 
to give to a prince, at leaft his equal, the ordinary 
titles of refpecl and courtefy.f From that time 
forward, a continued plot was carried on withiiv 
the divan,^ black and white, of the nabob of Arcot,. 

.* Letter from the nabobs May i CI, 176a; and ditto, 34tli 
.4pril 1770^ iftOaob€r> ditto, i6th September, 1772, i6tb 
March 1773-r 

. t Letter from the pte$dencj at Madn^ t« the eottrt of direc* 
^or^ 27th Juac 176^ 
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ibr the deftruftion of Hyder AH« As to the 
<mtward members of the double, or rather treble 
government of Madras, which had figned the 
tircaty, they were always prevented by fomc oveir* 
raKixg influence (which they do not deifcribe, but 
^Meh cannot be mifunderftood) from performing 
what juftice azld intereft combined fb evidently ta 
chforce.* 

When at length Hyder Ali fonhd that he had to 
do with men who cither would fign no conven* 
don^ or whom no treaty, and no fignature could 
bindy auid who were the determitaed enemies of 
&uman intercotrfe itfelf, he decreed to make thd 
dountry pofiefied by thefe incorrigible and prede£c 
tinated criminals a memoraUe eittampte to man^t 
kind» He refolvddj^ in the gloomy recefies of a 
nosid capacidusi o( fucK things, to fearve the wholtf 
Ca^natick an everiafiing monument of veilgeance^ 
and to put p^r petu^ defolation as a barrier ht* 
vwedti' him and thofe, againft whom the faith* 
"MAdb^ holds the moral elements of the world to- 
other, was na prote^ion. He became at length fo 
CO^Efidenf of his force, fo collected in his might,, 
tkat he made no fecret whatfoever of his dreadful 
jfefelution. Havifig terminated his difputes with 
cveiy enemy, and every rival, who buried their 
tfmtiiaA animofities in their common detefbition 
againft the creditors of the nabob of Arcot, he 
*^Mr. DtmdasVcomibhtce^ Report 1. Appendix No. 29. 
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drew frorb eviJry quarter, whatever a favagdJerdi 
city could add to his new rudiments in thfe^arts' of 
d6ftrudion ; and compounding all the materisds 
of fury, havock, and defolation, into one Uack 
cloud, he hung for a while on the declivities of the 
xnountms* Whilft the authors of all thefe ev& 
W5ere idly and ftupidly gazing: on dib menacing 
meteor, which blackened all their horizon, it fiid* 
denly burft, and poiiried down the whcde of its 
contents upon the plains of the Camatick-^Therb 
enfued a fcene of woe, the like of which no eye 
had feen, no heart conceiVcd, and . which . no 
tongue can adequately tell. All the horj-ours^ of 
war before knowti.or heard of, were mercy to that 
new havock* A ftorm of ud[uverfal fire blafied 
every field, confumed every hotife,.deftroyed every 
temple. The miferable inhabitants flying fr;s>m 
their flaming villages, in part were flaughteredj 
Others, without regard to fex^ to age, to the reipe^i; 
of rank, or facrednefs of fundion^ fathers torn 
from children, hufbands from wives, enveloped 
in a whirlwind of cavalry, apd amidfi; the goading 
Ipears of drivers, and the trampling of purfuing 
hdrfes, were fwept into captivity, in an uaknowiaL, 
and hoftile land. Thofe who were able, to evade. 
this tempeft, fled to the walled cities,. But efcap* 
ingfrom fire, fword, and exijc, they f^ll into the 
jaws of famine. . 

The alms of the fettlement, in this dreadi^l cxi- 
% - , gcncy^ 
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gcocy, were certainly liberal; and all was done 
by charity that private charity could do : but it. 
was a people in beggary j it was a nation which 
firetched out its hands for food. For months- 
together thefe creatures of fuflFerance, whofe very: 
exccfs and luxury in their moft plenteous days, 
had fellen fhort of the allowance of our auftereft 
fafts, filent, patient, refigned, without fedition or. 
difturbance, almoft without complaint, periflied 
by an hundred a day in the ftreets of Madras ; 
every day feventy at leaft laid their bodies in the 
ftreets, or on the glacis of Tanjore, and expired 
of famine in the granary of India. I was going 
to awake your juftice towards this unh^py part 
of our fellow citizens, by bringing before you 
fome of the circumftances of this plague of hunger. 
Of all the calamities which befet and waylay the 
life of man, this comes the neareft to our heart, 
and is that wherein the proudeft of us all feels 
himfelf to be nothing more than he is : but I find 
iriyfclf unable to manage it with decorum ; thefe 
details are of a fpecies of horrour fo naufeous and 
difgufting; they are fo degrading to the fufferers 
aiid to the hearers; they are fo humiliating to hu* 
inan nature itfelf, that, on better thoughts, I find 
k more advifeable to throw a pall over this hide- 
ous objeft, and to leave it to your general concep- 
tions. 

S3 For 
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J^ For rightccn months^ witluMit intermlffidOy 
this deftruftion raged from the gates of Madras to 
the gates of Tanjore; and fo completely did thrfe 
mafbrs in their art, Hyder Aii, and his more fe* 
rocious fon, abfolve themfelves of their impious 
VOW, that when the Britilh armies travcrfed, asi 
they did, the Carnatick for hundreds of miles in 
all diredions, through the whole line of their 
march they did not fee one man, not ona woman^ 
not one child, not one four-footed beaft of any 
deftription whatever. One dead uniforpi fiience 
reigned over the whole region. With the incon- 
fiderabk exceptions of the narrow vicinage of 
£3giie few forts, I wifh to be underftood as fpeak- 
iiig literally; — I mean to produce to you more 
than three witpeffes, above all exception, who will 
fupport this aflfertion in its full extent. That hur- 
ricane of war paffed through every part of the 
central provinces of the Carnatick, Six or feven 
diftrifts to the north and to the fouth (and thefe 
not wholly untouched) efcaped the general ra* 
vage. 

The Carnatick is a country not much inferioup 
in extent to England. Figure to yourfelf, Mr, 
Speak,Qi^, the land in whofe reprefentative chair 
you fit} figure to yourfelf the form and fafhion 

♦ Appendix^ No. 4, Report of the Committee of affigaed 
Revenue^ 
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of your fwect and chearful counti^y from Thames ' 
to Trent, north and fouth, and from the If ifii to 
the Gernian fea eaft and weft, emptied and eqa- 
bowclled (may God avert the omen of our crimes!) 
by fo accompliflied a defolation. Extend your 
imagination a little ftirther, and then fuppofc your 
minifters taking a furvey of this feene of wafte 
and defolationj what would be your thoughts if 
you fliould be informed, that they were comput- 
ing how much had been the amount of the ex- 
cifes, how much the cuftoms, how much the land 
and malt tax, in order that they fliould charge 
(take it in the moft favourable light) for publick 
fervicc, upon the relicks of the fatiated vengeance 
of relentlefe enemies, the whole of what England 
had yielded in the moft exuberant feafohs of peace 
and abundance? What would you call it? To, call 
it tyranny, fubUmed into madnefs, would be tod 
faint an image j yet this very madnefe is the prin- 
ciple upon which the minift;ers at your light hand 
have proceeded in their eftimate of the revenues 
of the Carnatick, when they were providing not 
fupply for the eftablifliments of its protC(^ion, but 
rewards for the authors of its ruin* 

Every day you are fatigued and difgufted with 
this cant, " the Carnatick is a counti;y that will 
" foon recover, and become inftantly as profper* 
^* ous is ever.'/ They think they are talking to 
innocents, who will believe that by fowing of 

$ 4 dragons 
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^ dragons teeth, men may come up ready grovm 
2^nd ready armed. They who will give themfelves 
the trouUe of confidering (for it requires no great 
reach of thought, no very profound knowledge) 
the manner in which mankind are increaf^d, and 
co\in tries cultivated, will regard all this raving as 
it ought to be regarded In order that the people, 
after a long peripd of vexation and plunder, may 
be in a condition to maintain government, govern- 
ment muft begin by maintaining them* — Here 
the road to occonomy lies not through receipt, but 
through expence; and in that country nature has 
given no {hort cut to your objeft. Men muft pro-e 

/ pagate, like other animals, by the mouth. Never 
did oppjreflion light the nuptial torch j never difi 
extortion and u&ry fpread out the genial bed. 
Does any one of you think that England, fo waftr 
cd, would, under fuch a nurfing attendance, fo ra- 
pidly and cheaply recover? But he is meanly ac-^ 
quainted with either England or India, who does 
not know that England would a thoufand times 
fooner refume population, fertility,and what ought 
to be the ultimate fecretion from both, revenue, 
than fuch a conntvy as the Carnatick, 

The Carnalickis not by the bounty of nature a 
fertile foil.. The general fize of its cattle is proof 
enough that it is much otherwife. It is fome days 
fince I moved, that a curious and interefting map, 
kept in the India Houfe, IhouJd be laid before 

you, 
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you.* The India Houfe is not yet in readmels to 
fend it; I have therefore brought down my OTjm 
copy, and there it lies for the ufe of any gentle*, 
man who may think fuch a matter worthy of his 
attention. It is indeed a noble map, and of noUc 
things; but it is decifive s^gainft the golden dreams 
^nd {anguine fpeculations of avarice ruu mad. In 
addition to what you know muft be the cafe in. 
f very part of the world (the necefEty of a previous 
provifion of habitation, feed, ftock, capital) that 
map wiU fliew you, that the ufes of the influences 
of Heaven itfelf, are in that country a work of 
;^rt. The Carnatick is refrefhed by few or no 
living brooks or running ftreams, and it has r^n 
only at a feafon ; but its produft of rice exads 
the ufe of water fubje<3: to perpetual command, 
This is the njitional bank of the Carnatick, on 
which it muft have a perpetual credit, or it pe* 
riflies irretrievably. For that reafon, in the hajK 
pier times of India, a number, dmoft incredible, 
pf refervoirs have been made in xjhofen places 
throughout the whole country; they are formed 
for the greater part of mounds of earth and ftones, 
with fluices of folid mafonry; the whole con* 
ftrufted with admirable fkill and labour, and main- 
tained at a mighty charge. In the territory con* 
tained in that map alone, I have been at the trouble 
pf reckoning the refervoirs, apd they amount to 

* Mr. Barnard's map of the Jagbire. 
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iqjwards of eleven hundred, fh)m the extent of 
two or three acres to five miles in circuits. From 
thefe refervoirs currents are occafionally drawn 
over the fields, and thefe watercourfes again caH 
for a confiderable expence to keep them properly 
fcoured and duly levelled^ Taking the diftrift in . 
that map as a meafure, there cannot be in the Cir- 
natick and Tanjore fewer than ten thoufand of 
thefe refervoirs of the larj^er and middling dimen*^ , 
£ons, to lay notlung of thofe for domeftick fer- 
vices, and the ufe of religious purification^ Thefe 
are not the enterprifes of your power, nor in a 
' ftyle of magnificence fuited to thetafte of your 
minifter, TTiefe are the monuments of real kings^ 
who were the fathers of their people ;-teftators to 
a pofterity which they embraced as their own. 
Thefe are the grand fepukhres built by ambition; 
but by the ambition of an infatiable benevolence, 
which^ not contented with reigning in the difpen* 
fatiofi of happinefs during the contra^ed term of 
human IJfe, had ftrained, with all the reachings 
and grafpings of a vivacious mind, to extend the 
dominion of their bounty beyond the limits of na- 
ture,, and to perpetuate themfelves through gene* 
rations of generations, the guardians, the protect 
tors, the nourifhers of mankind. 

Long before the late invafion, the perfons who 
are objefts of the grant of publick money now be- 
fore you, had fo diverted the fupply o( the pious 

funds 
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funds of culture and population, that every wher^ 
the refervoirs were fallen into a miferable decay.* 
But after thofe domeftick enemies had provoked 
the entry of a cruel foreign foe into the country^ 
he did not .leave it, until his revenge had cona- 
pleted the deftruftion begun by their avarice. 
Few, very few indeed, of thefe maga^tin^ of water _ 
that are not either totally deftroyed,or cut through 
with fttch gaps, as to require a ferious attention 
wd much coft to re^efiabliih them, as the means 
of prefeht fubfiftence to the people, and pf future 
revenue to the ftate. 

What, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightened 
nuniftry do on the view of the ruijis of fuch works 
before them? On the view of fuch a chafm of de- 
solation as that which yawned in the midft of thoib 
countries to the north and fouth, which ftill bone 
fome veftiges of cultivation? They would have 
^educed all their moft neceffary eftaUiihments ; 
they would have fufpended the jufteft payments; 
they would Jiave employed every Chilling derived 
from the producing, to reanimate the powers of 
the unproduftive parts^ While they were perfwnv^ 
injg this fundamental duty, whiift they were celc^ 
brating thefe myfteries of juftice and humanity, 
they would have told the corj^ of fictitious credit 
tors, whofe crimes were their claims, that they 
fnuft keep an awful diflance; that they muft 
filence their inaufpicious tongues j that thiJy mull: 

. * See Report IV^ Mr, Dundia's Committee^ p, 46. 
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hold ofF their profane unhallowed paws from this 
holy work ; they would have proclaimed with * 
voice that fhould make itfelf heard^ that on every 
country the firft creditor is the plow; that this ori- 
ginal, indefeafible claim fuperfedeS every other dc^ 
iftand* * ; 

This is what a wife and virtuous miniftry would 
have done and faid. This^ therefore, is what our 
minifter could never think of faying or doing. A 
miniftry of another kind would have firft im*- 
proved the country, and have thi^s laid a folid 
foundation for future opulence and future force*: 
But on this grand point of the reftoration of the 
country, there is not one fyllable to be found in 
the correfpondence of our minifters, from the firft 
to the laft: they felt nothing for a land defolated 
by fire, fword, and famine; their fympathies took 
another diredion; they were touched with pity 
for bribery, fo long tormented with a fruitleft 
itching of its palms; their bowels yearned for ufu-f 
ry, that had long miffed the harveft of its return- 
ing mbnthsj* they felt for peculation which had 
been for fo many years raking in the duft of an 
empty treafury; they were melted into compaffion 
for rapine and oppreflion, licking their dry, parch-r 
ed, unbloody jaws* Thefe were the objp6ls of 
their folicitude. Thefe were the neceffities for; 
which they were ftudious to provide. 
: To (late the country and its revenues in their 

* Intered 19 rated in India by the monjth. 
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real condition, and to provide for thofe fifliticrra 
daihiS) cbnfiftently with the iupport of an army 
and a dvil eftablifliment, would have been impofc 
fible; therefore the minifters ap filent on that 
headland reft themfclves on the authority of lord 
Macartney, who in a le:ttcr to the court of direc- 
tors, ^written in the year 1781, fpeoulajt^ng on 
what might be the refult of a wife management 
q£ the countries affigned by the nabob of Arcot, 
rates the rev^^ue :as in time of peace, at twelve 
hundred thousand pounds a year, as he does thofe 
of the king of Tanjore (which had not been af- 
figned) at four hundred and fifty. On this lord 
Macartney grounds his calculations,^ and on this^ 
they choofe to ground theirs. It ^as. on this cal- 
culation that the miniftry, in dired oppofition to 
the remonftrances of the court of diredors, have 
Compelled that miferable, enflaved body, to put 
their hands to an order for appropriating the en- 
ormous fum of 480,000/. annually, as a fund for 
paying to their rebellious, fervants a debt contraA- 
ed in defiance of their cleareft and moR, pofitive 
ipjun^iions. , 

; The authority and information of lord Macart- 
ney is held high oh this occafion, though it is totally 
rejeded in every other particular of this bufinefs. 
I; believe I have the honour of being almoft as old 
an acquaintance as any lord Macartney has. A. 
confiaat aild.unbroken friendfhip has fubfified be^ 
. : twieen 
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twccii tts frota ;i vary early period j itt<!, ! tftrft, 
lie tUnks, that as I refpedk his chzrzSbaty aaid ia 
Ipmeral admire his coiidud:^ I am dnd of thofe 
who flsel no common intereft in his reptitatiom 
Yet I do not hefitate wholly to dilallow the calcu-* 
hJ^on oi 1 78 1, without any ^prehcnfiom that I 
fliall app^sur to diftruii his veradty or his judg^ 
ment4 Thb peace eftimate of reventie was not 
grounded on the ftate of the Carnatick as it then^ 
or as it had recently^ ftcfod^ It was a fta;tetReati 
©f former and better times* There is n6 (^btf 
that a period did exift^ when the large portion o£ 
the Carnatick held by the nabob Of Arcot might 
be fairly reputed to produce a revenue to that, ot 
to a greater amount. But the whole had fb 
melted away by the flow and filent hoftflity a6 
opptefiion and mifmanagement, that the^ revenues^ 
finking with the profperity of the. country, had* 
fallen to about 800,000/. a year, even befol'e^ 2ss& 
enemy's horfe had imprinted his hoof on the fdJb 
of the Carnatick. From that view, and indepett-. 
dently of the deciiive effects of the war which eft- 
fued. Sir Eyre Coote conceived that ye»s muft^ 
pafe before the country could be reftdred to its 
former profperity and production, It was thar 
ftate of revenue, (namely, the adtwJ ftatfe before 
the war) which the directors have q^pofed to lord^ 
Macartney's fpcculaticnu They ref^ed to take^ 
the revenues for more than §00,000/. in thi^ 
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they are juiUfied by lord Macartney htmfdf, wIio# 
i& a fhbfequent letter^ mforms the court, that hb 
fltetch is a matter of ijpeculatioii; itfuppoles the 
oousbtry reftcxred to its ancient profperity, and the 
revenue > to he in a courfe of efiedive and honeft 
coUe^on. If therefore the minifters have gone 
wrong, they were not deceived by lord Macart^ 
ney: they were deceived by no man. The cfti- 
, mate of the diredprs is nearly the very efiimate 
farnifhed by the right honourable gentleman him« 
fil^ 2^^ publiihed to the world in one of ths 
printed reports of Ms own committee j* but as 
ibon as he obtained his power, he chofe to aban-- 
dkm Jbis account. No part of his official conduft 
can be defended on the ground of his parltam^n^ 
tary infbrmatioiu 

In this daihing of sbccounts and efttmates, ought 
not the miniihy, if they wilhed to preferve evoi 
appearan<:es, to have waited for information of 
the a&ual refok of the£e ^peculations^ befoi^e they 
kid a charge, and fuch a charge, not conditioi^« 
ally and eventjually, but pofitivdy and authorita* 
lively, upon a country which they all knew, and 
which one of them had rcgiftcred on the records 
€f this houfc, to be wafted beyond all example, by 

. * Mr. Dttndas's Committee, Rep. I^ p. 9. and ditto,. Rep. IV, 
69, where the revenue of 1777 ftated only at 22 lacks — 50 lacks 
ftated as the revenue, ^'fuppojing the Carnatick to be properly 
♦• jnanaged/* ' 
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every bi^ptefiion of an abufive government, and. 
every ravage of a defohting war. But that yook 
may difcern in what manner they ufe thacorret 
pondence of office, and that thereby you may enter 
into the true ^rit of the minifterial board of con-: 
trol^ I defire you> Mr. Speaker, tO: remark', that 
through their whole controvcrfy with the court 
of dire^rs> they do not fo much as hint at tfaeic 
ever having feen any other paper from lordMa*^ 
cartney, or any cither eftimate of revenue, than: 
this of 1 78 1. To this they hold. Here th^ take 
poll J here they entrench themfdves. f 

When I firft read this, curious controverfy be^ 
Iween the minifterial board and the court of di- 
reftors, common candour obliged me to attribute 
their tenacious adherence to the dHmate of 1781^ 
to a total ignorance of what had appeared upon 
the records. But the right honourable gentle-* 
man has chofen to come forward with an uncalled^ 
for declaration ; he boaftin^y tells you, that he 
has feen, read, digefted, compared every thing j. 
and that if he has finned, he has iinned with his 
eyes broad open. Since thtn the minifters will 
obftinatdy fliut the gates of mercy on themfelresj 
let them add to their crimes what aggravations 
they pleafe. They have then (fince it muft be fo) 
wilfully and corruptly fuppreffed the information 
which they ought to have produced j and for the 
iVpport of peculation, have made themfdves guilty 
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(*f fpoliation and fuppreffion of eridencc* The 
paper I hold in my hand, which totally overturns 
(for the prefcnt at leaft) the efti^ate of 178 1, the)^ 
have no more taken notice of in their controverfy 
with the court of direftors, than if it had no exiCt 
tence. It is the report made by a committee ap- 
pointed at Madras, to manage the whole of the 
fix countries affigned to the company by the nabob 
of Arcot. This committee was wifely inftituted: 
by lord Macartney, to remove from himfelf the 
fufpicion of all improper management in fo invi* * 
dious a truft ; and it feems to have been welL 
chofen* This committee has made a comparative 
eftimate of the only fix diftrids which were in a 
condition to be let to farm. In one fet of columns 
they ftatc the grofs and net produce of the dif- 
trifts as let by the nabob. To that ftatement they 
oppofe the terms on which the iame diftrids were 
rented for five years, under their authority. Under 
the nabob, the grofe form was fb high as 570,000/. 
fterling. What was the clear produce? Why, no 
more than about 250,000/. and this was the 
whok pjofit of the nabob's treasury, under his 
own managtoient, of all the diftrids which were 
in a condition to be let to farm on the 27th of 
May, 1782. JLord Macartney's leafes ftipulated a 
grofs produce of no more than about 530,000/. 

* See Appendix, No. 4, Statement in the Report of the Com- 
vaiittee of affigned Reyenue. 

YoJlV. T - "but 
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but then the cftimated net amount \^as n^rfy^ 
double the nabob's. It however did not then ex- 
ceed 4 8 0,000/ J and lord Macartney's cpmmif- 
fioners take credit for an annual revenue auKHint- 
ing'.to this clear fum. Here is na {peculation j 
here is no inaccurate account clandeftinely obtain- 
ed from thofe who might wifti, and >»^ere enabled 
to deceive. It is the authorized recorded ftatc of 
a real recent tranfa<aion. Here is not twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds not eight hundred. 
The. whole revenue of the Carnatick yielded no 
more in May 1782 than four hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds; nearly the very precife fum 
which your minifter, who is fo careful of the pub- 
lick fecurity, has carried from all defcriptions of 
eftablifliment.to form a fund for the private emo- 
lument' of his creatures. 

In this eftimate^ we fee, as I have juft obferved, 
the nabob's farnis rated fo high as 570,000/. Hi- 
therto all is well; but follow on to the efFedive 
net revenue:/ there the iUufion va^ifhes; and you 
will not find nearly fo much as half the produce.^ 
It is with re^on therefore lord Macartney inva- 
riably throughout the whole correfpondenc^ qua- 
lifies aU his vijews and expeditions of revenue, 
;^nd all his plans for its appHcation, with this iii'- 
difpenfable condition,' that the management is not 
in the hands of thfe nabob of Arcot. Should that 
fatal meafure take place, he has over and. over 

again 
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ag2un told you, that he has no profpect of realit 
ing any thing whatfoever for any publick pur- 
pofe. With thefe weighty declarations, confirm- 
ed by fuch aftate of indifputable fact before them j 
what has been done by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer and his accomplices ? Shall I be believed? 
They have delivered over thofe very territpries, 
Qn the keeping of which in the hands of the com- 
mittee, the defence of our dominions, and what 
was more dear to them, poffibly, their own job 
depended ; they have delivered i^ck again with- 
out condition, without arrangement, without fti- 
pulation of any fort for the natives of any rank, 
the whole of thofe vaft countries, to many of 
which he had no juft claim, into the ruinous mif- 
management of the nabob of Arcot, To crown 
all, according to their miferable practice whenever 
they do any thing tranfcendently abfurd, they pre- 
face this their abdication of their truft, by a fo- 
lemn declaration that they were not obliged to it 
by any principle of policy, or any demand of juf- 
tice whatfoever. 

I have ftated to you the eftimated produce of 
the territories of the Carnatick, in a condition to 
be farmed in 1782, according to the diflferent ma- 
nagements into which they might fallj and this 
eftipiate the minifters have thought proper to fup- 
prefs. Since that, two other accounts have been 
received. The firft informs us, that there has 

T 2 beea 
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beeit a recovery of what is called arrear, as well as 
of an improvement of the revenue of one of th^ 
fix provinces which were let in 1782.* It was 
brqught about by making a new war. After fomc 
-^ fliarp actions, by the refolution and fldll of co- 
lonel Fullarton, feveral of the petty princes of the 
tnoft foutherly of the unwafted provinces were 
compelled to pay very heavy re»ts and tributes, 
who for a long time before had not paid any ac- 
knowledgment. After this reduction, by the care 
of Mr. Irwin, o3e of the committee, that province 
was divided into twelve farms. This operation 
raifed the income of that particular province; the 
others remain as they were firft farmed. So that 
inftead of producing only their original rent of 
480,000/. they netted in about twa years and ^ 
quarter, 1,320,000/. fterling, which would be 
about 660,000/. a year, if the recovered arrear was 
not induded. What dedttftion is to be made on 
account of that arrear I cannot determine, but 
certainly what would reduce the annual income 
confiderably below the rate I have sdlowed* 

The fecond account recdved, is the letting of 
the wafted provinces of the Camatick. This 1 
Underftand is at a growing rent, which may or 
may not realife what it promifes; but if it fhouifl 
anfwer, it will raife the \f hole, at fome future time, 
to 1,200,000/. 

* The province of Tin DC velfy. 

You 
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You muft here remark, Mr, Speaker, that this 
revenue is the produce of all the nabob^s domi- 
nions. During the affignment, the nabob paid 
nothing, becaufe the company had all. Suppofing 
the whole of the lately affigned territory to yields 
up to the moft fanguine expectations of the right 
honourable gentleman; apdfuppofe 1,200,000/. to 
be annually realifed (of which we a<5tually know 
of no more than the realifing of fix hundred thou- 
f^nd) out of this you muft dedud the fubfidy and 
rent which the nabob paid before the affignment, 
namely 340,000/. a year. This reduces back the 
revenue applicable to the new diftribution made 
by his majefty's miniftcrs, to about 800,000/. Of 
^hat fum five eighths are by them furrendered to 
the debts. The remaining three are the only fun4 
left for all the purpofes fo magnificently difplaye4 
in the letter of the board of control; that is for 
a new-caft peace eftablifhment; a new fund for 
ordnance and fortifications; and a large allow* 
ance for what they call " the fplendour of the 
^' Durbar." 

You have heard the account of thefe territories 
as they ftood in 1782. You have feen the a6tua{ 
receipt fince the aflignment in 178 1, of which \ 
reckon about two years and a quarter, produftive. 
I h;iv£ ftated to you the expeftation fronrthp wafted 
part. For realifing all this you niay Value ypur^ 
feives on the vigoxu: and diligence of a governour 

T3 and 
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and committee that have dbne fo much. If thefe 
hopes from the committee are rational — remember 
that the committee is no more. Your minifters, 
who have formed their fund for thefe debts on the 
prefumed effect of the committee's management, 
have put a complete end to that committee. Their 
afts are refcinded ; their leafes are broken ; their 
renters are difperfed. Your minifters knew when 
they figned the death-warrant of thie Carnatick, 
that tjie habob would not only turn all thele un- 
fortunate farmers of revenue out of employment, 
but that he has denounced his fevereft vengeance 
againft them, for acting under Britilh authority. 
With a knowledge of this difpofition, a Britifh 
chancellor of the exchequer, ^nd treafurer of the 
navy, incited by no publlck advantage,' impelled 
by no publick neceflity, in a ftrain of the moft 
wanton perfidy which has ever ftained the annals 
of mankind, have delivered over to plunder^ im- 
prifonment, exile, and death itfelf, according to 
the mercy of fuch execrable tyrants as Amir ul 
Omra and Paul Benlield, the unhappy and deluded 
fouls, who, untaught by uniform example, were 
ftill weak enough to put their truft in Englifli 
faith.'*' They have gone farther ; they have thought 
proper to mogk and outrage their mifery by or* 
dering them proteftion and compenfation. From 
what power is this protection to be derived? And 

, * Appcnda, No. 5* 
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from what fund is this compenfation to arife? /fhe 
revenues are delivered over to their oppreffor; the 
territorial jurifdidion, from whence that revenue 
is to arife, and under which they live, is furren- 
dered to the fame iron hands: and that they fhaH 
be deprived of all refuge, and all hope, the minis- 
ter has made a folemn, voluntary declaration, that 
he never will interfere with the nabob's internal 
government.* 

The laft thing confidered by the board of con- 
trol among the debts of the Carnatick, was that 
arifing to the Eaft-India company, which after the 
provifion for the cavalry, and the confolidation 
of 1777, was to divide the refidue of the fund of 
480,000/. a year with the lenders of 1767. This 
debt the worthy chairman, who fits oppofite to 
me, contends to be three millions fterling. Lord 
Macartney's account of 1781, ftates it to be at 
that period, 1,200,000/. The firft account of the 
court, of directors makes it 900,000/. This, like 
the private debt, being without any folid exit 
tence, is incapable of any diftind limits. What- 
ever its amount 01: its validity may be, one thing 
is clear; it is of the nature and quality of a pub- 
Jick debt. In that light nothing is provided for 
it, but an eventual furplus to be divided with one 
cjafs of the private demands, after fatisfying the 
two firft claffes. Never was a more fhameful poft-» 
ppning a publick demand, which by the reafoh 

* See exjtraft of their letter in the Appendix, No. 9. 
i T4 of 
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of the thing, and the uniform pradice of all na^ 
lions, fuperfedes every private claim. 

Thofe who gave this preference to private claims, 
confidcr the compa:ny*s as a lawful demand; dfe, 
why did they pretend to provide for it? On their 
own principles they are condemned. 

But I, Sir, who profefs to fpeak to your imder* 
ilanding and to your confcience, and to brufli 
away from this bufinefs all falfe colours, all falfe 
-flippellations, as well as ialfe hdis^ do pofitively 
deny that the Carnatick owes a fliilling to the 
company; whatever the company may be indebt- 
ed to that undone country, ' It owes nothing to / 
the company for this plain and Simple reafon--* 
The territory charged with the debt is their own! 
To fay that their revenues fall fhort, and owe 
them mqney, is to fay they are in debt to tliem- 
fclves, whic|i is only talldng nonfenfe. The fad 
is, that by the in vafion of an enemy, and the ruin 
of the country,^ the company, either in its own 
name, or in the names of the nabob of Arcot and 
rajah of Tanjore, has loft for feveral years what 
it might have looked to receive from its own 
eftate. If men were allowed to credit themfelves 
i^on fuch principles, any one might foon groW 
rich by this mode of accounting. A flood comes 
down upon a man's eftate in the Bedford Levei 
pf a thoufand pounds a year, and drowns his rents 
for ten years. The chancellor would put that 
man into the himds of a truftee, who would 

gravely 
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gravdy make up his books, and for this Idk cve^ 
dit himfelf in his account for a debt due to him 
of 10,000/. It is, however, on this principle th^ 
company makes up its demands on the Carnatjw:k. 
In peace they go the full length, and indeed more 
than the full lengthy of what the people can bear 
for current eftabliftiments; then they arc Jibfurd 
enough to confolidate all the calamities of war into* 
debts; to metamorphofe the devaftations of the 
country into demands upon its future production. 
What is this but to avow a refolution utterly to de- 
ftrey their Own country, and to force the people 
to pay for their fufferings, to a government which 
has proved unabk to proteft either the fbare of 
the hulbandpian or their own? In every leafe of a 
farm, theinvafion of an enemy, inftead of forming 
^ denaand for arrear, is a relea& df rent; ngr for 
that rdeafe is it at all necefiary to Ihow, that the 
invaiian has left nothihg to the occu{^er of the 
foil; though in the prefent cafe it would be too 
cafy to prove that mdancholy faft,* I therefore 
applauded my right b^mouraWe friend, who, whcm 
he canvafied the company's accounts, as a prelv 
minaxy to a bill that ought not to ftand on faUe« 
hood of any kind, fixed his diicerning eye, and 
his deciding hand, dn thefe debts of the comps^y^ 
from the nabob of Arcot and rajah of Tanjore, 

♦ " It is certain thai the incuriion of a^/^w of Hyder's horfe 
•^ into the Jaghirc, in 1767, coft the company upwards- of pa- 
*• gpdas 27,000, in ailownnccs for damages^* Confultatioi^y Feb* 
liiiafy I ah, 177 1. 

and 
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and at one ftroke expunged them all, as utterly 
irrecoverable; he might have added as utterly 
unfounded. 

On thrfe grounds I 4o not blame the arrange- 
ment this day in queftion, as a preference given to 
the debt of individuals over the company^s debt, 
tn my eye it is no more thai! the preference of a 
fiftion over a chimera; but I blame the preference 
given to thofe fiftitious private debts over the 
ftanding defence and the Handing government. 
It is there the publick is robbed. It is robbed in 
its army; it is robbed in its civil adminiftration ; 
it is robbed in its credit; it is robbed in its Inveft- 
ment which forms the commercial connexion be*, 
tween that country and Europe, There is the 
robbery. 

But my principal objeftion lies a good deal 
deeper. That debt to the company is the pretext 
under which all the other debts lurk and cover 
themfelves. That debt forms the foul putrid 
mucus, in which are engendered the whole brood 
of creeping afcarides, all the endlefs involutions, 
the eternal knot, added to a knot of thofe inex^ 
pugnablc tape-worms which devour the nutria 
mjent, and cat up the bowels of India.* It is 
neceflary. Sir, you fhould recoiled two things ; 

* Proceeding at Madras,! ith February, 1769, and throqgh-^ 
out the correfpondence on this fubje^t -5 particularly ConfuV 
tationsv Odlober 4th, 1763, aa4 the Creditors' Memoris^l, 2Qth 
January, 1770* 

firft, 
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firft that the nabob*s debt to the company carrie$ 
no intereft. In the next place yo'u will obferve, 
that whenever the company has occafion to bor- 
row, Ihe has alway5 commanded whatever flie 
thought fit at eight fer cent. Carrying in your 
mind thefe two fafts, attend to the procefs with 
regard to the publick and private debt, and with 
what little appearance of decency they play into 
each other's hands a game of utter perdition to the 
unhappy natives of India. The nabob falls into an 
arrear to the company. The prefidency preffes for 
payment. The nabob's anfwer is, I have no 
money. Good. But there are foucars who will 
fupply you on the mortgage of your territories. 
Then fteps forward fome Paul Benfield, and from 
his grateful compaffion to the nabob, and his filial 
regard to the company, he unlocks the treafures 
of his \drtuous induftry; and for a confideration 
of twenty-four or thirty-fix per cent, on a mort* 
gage of the territorial revenue, becomes fecurity 
to the company for the nabob's arrear. 

All this intermediate ufury thus becomes fane* 
tified by the ultimate view to the company's pay- 
ment. In this clfe, would not a plain man afk this 
plain queftion of the company; if you know that 
the nabob muft annually mortgage his territories 
tQ your fervants to pay his annual arrear to you, 
why is not the affignment or mortgage made di- 
redly to the con^ny itfelf? By this fimple ob- 
vious 
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viou$ operation, the company would b^ relieved 
and the debt paid, without the charge of a fliil- 
Ung intereft to that prince. But if that courfe 
fliould be thought too indulgent, why do they 
not take that aifignment with fuch intereft to 
themfelves as they pay to others, that is eight 
fer cent? Or if it were thought more advifeabk 
(why it fhould I know not) that he njuft borrow^ 
why do not the company lend their own credit to 
the nabob for their own payment? That credit 
would not be weakened by the collateral fecurity 
of his territorial mortgage. The money might 
ftill be had at eight per cent. Inftead of any pf 
thefe honeft and obvious methods, the company 
has for years kept up a (hew of difintereftednefs 
and moderation, by fufFering a debt to accumu- ' 
late to them from the country powers without any 
intereft at all ; and at the fame time have feen be- 
fore their eyes, on a pretext of borrowing to pay 
that debt, the revenues of the country charged 
with an ufury of twenty, twenty-four, thirty-fix, 
and even eight-and-forty /^r-^^/. with compound 
intereft,* for the benefit of their fervants. All 
this tin>e they know that by having a debt fub^ 
fifting without any intereft, which is to be paid 
by contrafting a debt on the higheft intereft, they 
manifeftly render it neceffary to the nabob of Ar* 
CPt to give the private demand a preference to th? 

♦ Appendix Nq. I* 
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puMick; ai\d by blnditig him and their fervants 
together in a common caufe, they enable him to 
forpi 1 |>arty to the \itter ruin of their own au- 
thority, and their own iflSiirs. Thus their felfb 
moderation, and theit aflPected purity, by the na- . 
tural operation of every thing falfe, and every 
thing affeded, becomes pander and bawd to thfe 
unbridled disbauchery and licentious lewdnefe of 
tifury and extortion. 

In confequence of this double game, all the tcr- 
ritorial revenues have, at one time or othier, beeh 
covered by thofelocufts, the Englifti foucars. Not 
t>ne Angle foot of the Carnatick has efcaped them; 
a territory as large as England. During thefe 
operations what a fcetue has that country prefenb- 
^ed!*^ The uftitious European affignee fuperfedes 
the nabob's native farmer of the revenue; th6 
farmer ffies to the nabob's prefence to claim his 

* For fom^ part of thefc ufurious tranfa<5lIons, fee Confulta- 
tlon ^Sth' January 1781 ; and for the nabob's €xcufing his op- 
pre^ons on account of theft debts, Confultation 26th Norcm- 
ber 1 770. "Still I undertook, firll, the payment of the inoney 
** belonging to the company, who are my kind friends, an^ by- 
** bprrovving, and mortgaging mi/jexvdS'y &c. by taking from everi/ 
** one of rtiy fervantSf in proportion to their circumftances,byj^r//^ 
^^feterjties alfo on my Cbiitltry, notwithfianding its difirejfedfidte^ 
•* asyou know.'*— The Board's remark is as follows; after 
controverting fome of the fa<5ts, they fay, " That his cpuntries 
** areoppreffed is mod certain, but not from real neceflity ; his 
** debts indeed have afforded him a coi]/lant pretence fpr ufing 'fevcri- 
** tics and cruel oppreflions." 

bargain; 
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bargsun; whilft his fervatits murmur for wage^i 
and his foldiers mutiny for pay. The mortgage 
to the European aflignee is then refumed, and the 
native farmer replaced ; replaced, again to be re- 
moved on the new clamour of the European af- 
iignee.* Every man of rank and landed fortune 
being long fince extinguilhed, the remaining mi- 
ferable laft cultivator, who grows to the foil, afte,r 
having his back fcored by tlie farmer, has it again 
flayed by the whip of the aflignee, and is thus by 
a ravenous, becaufe a ftiort-lived fuc</eflion of 
claimants, laflied from oppreflbr to oppreflbr, 
whilft a fingle drop of blood is left as the means 
of extorting a fingle grain of corn* Do not think 
I paint. Far, very far from it; I do not reach 
the hAj nor approach to it* Men of re^edablc 
condition, men equal to your fubftantial Englilh 
yeomen, are daily tied up and fcourged to anfwer 
the multiplied demands of various contending and 
contradictory titles, all ifluing from one and the 
fame fource. Tyrannous e:xa£tion brings on fer- 
vile concealment; and that again calls forth tp 
rannous coercion. They move in a circle, mutu- 
ally producing and produced; till at length no- 
thing of humanity is left in the government, no 

. ♦ Sec ConfaUation 28tli January 178 1, where it is afferted, 
d^nd npt denied, that the nabob's farmers of revenue feldom 
continue tbr three months together. From this the date of the 
countt/ may be cafily judged of. 

trace 
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trace pf integrity, fpirit, or manlinefs in the people^ 
who drag out>a precarious and degraded exiftence 
under this fyftem of outrage upon human nature. 
Such is the eflfed of the eftablilhment of a debt to 
the company, as it has hitherto been managed, 
and as it ever will remain, until ideas are adopted 
totally diflFerent from thofe which prevail at this 
time. 

. Your worthy minifters, fupporting what they 
are obliged to condemn,, have thought fit to re- 
new the company's old order againft contrafting 
private debts in future. They begin by rewarding 
the violation of the ancient law; and then they 
gravely re-enadl provifions, of which they have 
given bounties for the breach. This inconfiftency 
has been well expofed.* But what will you fay to 
their having gone the length of giving pofitivc 
direftions for contrafting the debt which they po* 
fitively forbid? 

I will explain myfelf. They order the nabob, 
out of the^ revenues of the Carhatick, to allot 
four hundred and eighty thoufiind pounds a year, 
as a fond for the debts before us. For the punc- 
tual payment of this annuity, they order him to 
give foucar fecurity.f When a foumr^ that is. a 
money dealer, becomes fecurity for any native 
prince, the courfe is, for the native picince to coun* 

• In Mr. Fox's fpeech. • ' ' 

t The amended Letter, Appendix, Na. 9. * , ; 

terfecurc 
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terfecure the money deakr, by making over to 
him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal 
to the fum annually to be paid, with an interefi: 
of at leaft twenty-four ^ e:^«/. The point fit for 
the houfe to know is, who are thdfe foucars, to 
whom this feCurity on the revenues in favour of 
the nabob*5 creditors is to be given? The majo- 
rity of the houfe, unaccuftomed to thefe tranfac- 
tions, will hear with aftonifhment that thefe fou- 
cars are no other than the creditors themfdves. 
The minifter, not content \idth authorizing thefe 
Iranfiiftions in a manner and to an extent unhoped 
for by the rapacious expedations of ufury itfelf, 
ioads the broken back of the Indian revenues, in 
favour of his worthy friends the foucars, with an 
additional twenty-four per cent, for beiilig fecurity 
to themfelves for their own daims; for ccmde- 
(cending to take, the country in mortgage, to pay 
to themfelves the fruits of their owii extortions. 

The intereft to be paid for 4his fecurity, accord- 
ing to the n^oft moderate ftrain of foucar demand, 
comes to one hundred and eighteen thoufend 
pounds a year, which added to the 480,000/. cm 
which it is to accrue, will make the whdie charge 
On account of thefe debts on the Car natick reve- 
titkies Amount to 598,000/. a year, as much as even 
a long peace will enable thofe revenues topr^duce* 
Can any one refleft for a moment on all t|M)fe 
claims 0$ debt, which the minifter exhaufts him- 

fdf 
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felf in tontrivaiices to augment with new ufuries, 
without liftihg up his hands and eyes in aftonifh- 
ment of the impudence, both of the claim and of 
the aSljudication? Services of fbme kind or other 
thefe fervants of the company muft have done, fo 
, great and eminent, that the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer catmot think that all they have brought^ 
home is half enough. He halloos after them, 
*' Gentlemen, you have forgot a large patket bc- 
*^ hind you, in your hurry; you have not fuffi- 
*' ciently recovered yourfelves; you ought to have, 
** and you fliall have, intereft upon intereft^ upon 
^* a prohibited debt that is made up of intereft 
*' upon intereft. Even this is too little* J have 
** thought of another charafter for yoUj, by which 
** you may add fomething to your gains; you (hall • 
*' bejecurity to yourfelves; and hence will arife a 
** new ufury, which fliall efface the memory of all 
** the ufuries fuggefted to you by your own dull 
** inventipns.** 

I have done with the arrangement relative to the 
Carnatick, After this it is to little purpofe to ob- 
ferve on what the minifters have done to Tanjore. 
Your minifters have not obferved even form and 
ceremony in their outrageous and infulting rob- 
bery of that country, whofe only crime has been, 
its early and conftant adherence to the power of 
this, and the fufferingof an uniform pillage in con- 
fequence of it. The debt of the company from 
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the rajah pf Tanjore, is juft of the fame fluff Witi 
that of tlie nabob of Arcot. 

The fubfidy from Tanjore, on the arrear of 
which this pretended debt (if any there be) has 
accrued to the company, is not, like that paid by 
the nabob of. Arcot, a compenfation for v^ coun- 
tries obtained, augmented,. and preferved for him; 
not the price of pillaged treafuries, ranfacked 
houfes, and plundered territories.— -It is a large 
grant, from a fmall kingdom not obtained by our 
arms; robbed, not proteded by our power; a 
grant for which no equivalent was ever given,, or 
pretended to be given. The right honourable gen* 
tleman, however, bears witncfs in his reports to 
the punduality of the payments of this grant of 
bounty, or^if you pleafe, of f^ar. It amounts, ta 
bn© hundred and fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
Bet annual fubfidy. He bears witnefs to a further, 
grant of a town and port, witlf an annexed dif- 
trift of thirty thoufand pound a year, furrendered 
to* the company fince the firft donation. ' He has 
not borne witnefe, but the fa6l is, (he will not 
deny it) that in the midft of war, and during the, 
ruin and defolation of a confiderable part of his 
territories, this prince made many very large pay- 
ments. Notwithftandiag thefe merits and fervices,, 
the firft regulation of miniftry is to force from him 
a territory of an extent which they have not yet 
thought proper to afcertain,* for a military peace? 

* Appendix, No. 8. 
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eftablilhmcnti the particulars of which they have 
l^ot yet been jpleafed to fettle* 

Thd next pan of their atratigeitieht is With re- 
gard to wari As confeflbdly this prince had nd 
ihare in ftirring up any bf th6 fbrlriei- wiars; fo all 
future wars are completely Oiit of his potv^er J for 
he has no troops whatever; and is utidei: a fUpula- 
tion not fo much a^ to c6rrefJ)ond with aiiy foreigii 
ftate, except through the company. Yet, in cafe 
the company's fervants flibuld be again involved 
in war, or fhould think proper again to prdvoke 
any enemy, as in times paft they have Wantonly 
provoked all India, he is to be fubjefted to a new 
penalty.. To whalt penalty?— Why^ to no kfs thaii 
the confifcation of all his revenues; But this i^ 
to end with the war, and they are to be feithfuUy 
returned?— Oh r no; nothing like it* Th^ coun- 
try is to remain under confifcation until all the 
debt which the company fhall think fit to incur ill 
fuch war fliall be difchargied; that is to fay, for 
ever. His fole comfort is to find his old enemy^ 
the nabob qf Arcot, placed in the very fame cdn^ 
ditioA* 

The revenues of thai miferable countify Vtdrci 
before the invafion of Hyder, reduced to a graft 
annual receipt of three hundred and fixty thou- 
fand pound.* From this receipt the fubfidy I have 

♦ Mr, Pctric's evidence before tbc fdeft coitinuUee^ App. No, 7; 
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iuft ftated IS taken* This again, by payments m 
advance, by extorting depofits of additional fums 
to a vaft amount for the benefit of their foucars^ 
and by an cndlefi variety of other extortions, pub- 
Kck and private, is loaded with a debt, the amount 
of which I never could afcertaiix, but which is 
V large undoubtedly, generating an ufury the moft 
Completely ruinous that probably was ever heard 
of ; tinH is^firty^eight per cent, payable monthly^ with 
compound intere/i.^ 

Such is the ftate to which the company^s fer* 
f ants have redticed that country. Now cmne the 
teformers, reftorers, and comforters of India. 
What have they done? In addition to all thefe 
tyrannous exaftions with aU thefe ruinous debts* 
in their train, looking to one fide of an agreement 
whilft they wilfully Ihut their eye* to the other, 
they withdraw from Tanjore all the benefits of 
the treaty of 1762, and they fubjeft th^ nation 
to a perpetual tribute of forty thoufand a year to 
the nabob of Arcotj a tribute never due, or pre- 
tended to be due to himj even when he appeared 
to be fomething ; a tribute^ as thirigs now ftand,^ 
not to a real potentate, but to a fhadow, a dream „ 
an incubus of oppreflion. After the company has 
accepted in fubfidy, in^ grant of territory, in re-^ 
mifEoin of rent, as a compenfation for thdr owi^ 

•"Appcndix^Na. 7, 
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proteftion^ at kaft two hundred thotiiknd pound 
. a year, without difbounting a fliilling few: that rcr 
ceipt^ the minifters condemn this harafled nation 
f o be tributary to a perfon who is himfelf, by their 
QSyn arrangement, deprived of the right oi war 
or peace; deprived of thje power of the fword; 
jforbid to keep up a (ingle regiment of foldiers ; 
and is therefore wholly difabled from all protec- 
tion ofthe country which is' the obj^ft of the pre- 
tended tribute. Tribute hangs on the fword. It 
is an incident infeparable ftom real fovereign 
power. In the prefent cafe to fuppofe its exiftence^ 
is as abfur4 as it is cruel and oppreffive. And here, 
JMr. Speaker, you have a clear exemplification of 
the ufe of thofe falfe names, and falfc colours^ 
fwhich the gentlemen M'ho have lately taken pof- 
feflion of India c.hoofe to lay on for the purpofc 
pf difguifing thdr plan of dppreffion. The nabob 
p{ Arcot, and rajah of Tanjore, have, in trutii 
and fubfta^ce, no more than a merely civil autho- 
rity, held in the moil entire dependence an the 
company. ITie nabob, without military, without 
fedei*al capacity, is extinguilhed as z^ potentate j 
but then he is carefully kept alive as an indepen- 
<lent and fovereign power, for the purpofe of ra- 
pine and extortion ; for the purpofe of perpetuat- 
ing the old intrigues, animofities, ufuries, and 
corruptions. ^ - 

It was not enough that this, mockery of tf^butc 
U 3 was 
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^as to be continued without the corre^ondenf 
proteftion, or any of the ftipulated equiyalentsf, 
t)ut ten year^ of artear, tQ the amount of 400^000/. 
Ilerling, is added to all the debts to the copnpany, 
fmd to individu2^1s, in order to create a new debt, 
to be p2ud (if af all poffible to be paid in whole 
of in part) only by ne\y ufuriesj and all this for 
the nabpt? of Mcpt, or rather fpr Mr. Benfield, 
and the corps of the nabob's creditors apd their 
foucars. Thus thefe jniferable Indian piinces ar^ 
continue^ in ^he^r feats^ for no other purpqfe than 
to render them in the firft inftance qbje^§ of every 
fpccies of extortion ; and in the fecond, tq force 
them to become, for the fake of a momentary 
Ihadow of reduced authori|:y, a fort of fubordi- 
nate tyrants,, the ruin and c^amity, not the fa- 
thers and djiefifhers of their people^ 

But take this tribute only ^? a mere charge 
(without title, caufe, or eqviivajent) on this people} 
what one ftep has been t^ken %cx furnifh grounds 
for a juft calculation and cftimate of the propor- 
tion of the burthen and the ability I None; not. 
an attempt at it. They do not; adapt the burthen 
to the ftrength; but they eftimate the ftrength of 
the bearers by the burthen they impofe. Then 
what care 1$ taken to leaye a fundfuflScient to the 
future reprodu^ion of the revenues that are tq 
bear all thefe loads ? Every one, but tolerably 
converfant in Indian affairs, muft know that the 
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ipdftence of this little kingdom de^nds on its 
control over the river Cavery. The benefits pf 
heaven to any community, ought never to be con* 
naSed with political arrangements, dt made tp 
depend on the petfonal conduA of princes; in 
which the miftake, or errour, or negleA, or difr 
trefs, or paffion of a moment on either fide, may- 
bring famine on millions, and ruin an innocent 
nation pierjiaps for ages. The means of the fub- 
fiftenc^ ♦of 4nankind ihould be as immutable as the 
laws of nature, let power and dominion take what 
courfe they may .-^bferve what has been done 
with regard to this important concern. The ufe 
of this river is indeed at length given to the rajah, 
and a power provided for its enjoyment at his own 
charge 'y but the means pf furnifhing that charge 
(and a mighty ohq kh) are wholly cut off. Thi? 
ufe of the water, which ought to have no more 
connexion than clouds and rainfe, and funfliine, 
with the politicks of the rajah, the nabob, or the 
company, is expreisly contrived as a means of en- 
forcing demands and arrears of tribute. This hor- 
rid and unnaturd inftrument of extortion had 
been a diftinguifliing feature in the enormities of 
the Carnatick politicks that loudly called for refor- 
mation* But the food of a whole people is by the 
reformers of India conditioned on payments from" 
its prince, at a moment that he is overpowered 
li^ith a fwarm of their Remands, without regard 
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jto the ability o^f either prince or people* In fine, 
by opening an ^venue to the irru|)tion of the na^ 
bob of Arcqt's creditors and foucars, whpm every 
pian who did not fall in love, with opprefiion and 
corruption on an experience of the calamities they 
produced, would have raifed wall before wall, 
^d mound before ihoundj to keep from a poiEbi- 
lity of entranqe, a more deflxuftiye enemy than 
Pyder Ali i^ int;roduced into that kingdom. By 
this part of their arrangement in which they efta- 
blifli a debt to the nabpb of Arcot, in effeft and 
fubjGt^nce, they deUver over Tanjore, bound hand 
and foot, to Paul Benfield, the old betrayer. In- 
fulter, oppreflbr, and fcourge of a country, which 
h:ls for years been an object of an unremitted, but 
unhappily aa unequal ftruggle, between the boun* 
ties of Providence to renovate, and the wicked- 
nefs of mankind to <ieftroy, 
, The right honourable gentleman* talks of his 
fairnefs in determining the territorial difpute be- 
tween the nabob of Arcot and the prince of that 
country, when he fuperfeded the deteirmination of 
the directors, in whom the law had veiled the de- 
ciiion of that controverfy. He is in this juft as 
feeble as he is in every other part. But it is not 
neceffary to fay a word in refutation of any part 
qf his_ argument. The mode of the proceeding 
fufficiently fpeaks the fpirit of it. It is enough to 
♦ Mr, Dundas. , 

' fix 



Digitized 



by Google 



KA?Op OF AI|.COT*S DEBTa* %§f 

03^ his chara^er as a judge that he never Beard thf0 
dire^ors in defen^^ of their adjudication^ nor either of 
the parties infupport of their refpeStwe claims. Iti» 
fufficiebt for me/ that he takes from the rajah of 
TTanjore by this pretended adjudkaticM;!^ or rather 
from his unhappy fubjeds, 40,000^ a year' of hia 
^pd their revenue, aoid leaves upon his and theic 
ihpuldejrs all the charges that can be made op the 
part of the nabob, on the part of hi^ creditors, and 
pn the part of the company, without fo much as 
hearing him as to right or to ability. But what 
principally induces me to leave the affair of the ter- 
ritorial difpute between the nabob and the rajah 
to another day, is this, that both the parties being, 
ftripped of their all, it Uttle fignifies under which 
of their names the unhappy undone people are dfw 
livered over to the mercilefs foucars, the alKes of 
that right honourable gentlemaij, and the chan- 
<:eilor of the exchequer. In them ends the ac- 
count of this long difpute of the nabob of Arcot,. 
and thp rajah of Tanjore. 

The right honourable gentleman is of opinion, 
that his judgment in this cafe can be cenfured by 
none, but thofe who feem to aft as if they were 
paid agents to one of the parties. What doe§ he 
. think of his court of diredors? If they are paid 
by either of the parties, by which of them does h? 
think they are paid ? He knows that their deci- 
fion has been directly contrary to his. Shall I be- 
lieve 
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fieve that it 3be^ not enter into his heart to coni 
idtC!, that my perfon can fteadily and aOiivdy 
ifetereft 4iinifdf in the protection of the injured 
iad^oppri^fled, without being weH paid for his fer- 
•tflceM hav^tafccti notice of this fort of difconrfe 
feme diys.a^o, fa far as it may be fuppofed to 
f^hte to mfrj nr then contented myfelf, as I Ihall 
Mow do; with ^\^g it a cold, though' a very diL 
it& cohtraSdiagin. Thiis much I do from refpeft 
to triithi If I'did more, it might be fuppofed, by 
fny 'anxiety to clear myfelf, that I had imbibe* 
the ideas, whichy for obvidus reafons, the riglit 
honourable gentleman Wiflies t6 have received 
concerning ill attempts to plead the caufe of the' 
natives of India, as if it were a difreputable em- 
j^Ioyment. If he had not forget in his prefent oc- 
cupation, every principle which ought to have 
guided him, and I hope did guide hirii, in hh 
late profcffion,'-he would have known, that he 
who takes a fee for pleading the caufe of diftrefs 
againft power, and manfally performs the duty 
he has aflumed, receives an honourable recom- 
pence for a virtuous fervice* But if the right hor 
nburable gentlemen will have no regard to faft in 
his infinuations, or to reafon in hjs opinions, I 
wiffi him at leaft to confider, that if taking an 
earnqft part with regard to the oppreffions exer^ 
Cifed in India, and with regard to this moft op- 
preflive cafe of Tanjore in particular, can ground a 
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ffrefumption of interefted motives, he is liimfidf 
the moft mercenary man I know. JEBs conduct 
indeed is fuch that he is on all occafions the ftancfc 
ing teftimony againft himfelf. He it was thaf: 
firft called to that cafe the attention of the houiet 
the reports of his own committee are ample and 
affeding upon that fubjeft;^ and as many of us ^a 
have efcaped his mafl^re, muft remember the vay 
pathedck pidure he made of the fa&rihgs of the 
Tanjore country, on fhe day when he moved the 
unwieldy code of his Indian refblutions. ifas he 
|iot ftated over and over again in his rq)orts, the 
ill treatment of the rajah of Tanjore, (a branch of 
the rpyal houfe of the Marattas, every injury to 
jvhom the Marattas felt as oiHered to themfdves) 
^s a piain caufe of the alienation of that people 
from the Britilh power? And does he now think, 
that to betray his principles, to contradid his de- 
clarations, and to becom<Q himfelf an adive inftru- 
m^nt in thofe oppreffions which he had fb tragi- 
ttUy bupented, is the way to d^ar himfelf of hav*- 
ing been aftuated by a pecuniary intereft, at the 
timp \dienhe chofe to appc;af: ful]i of tendemels td 
that ruined nation? 

The right honourable gentleman is fond of pa- 
pding on the motives of pthers, and on his own* 

* See Report IV* Committee of Sccrccj^ p. 73, and 74; an4. 

j^ppendix in fundry places. 
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As tbiimfcU, he defpifes the imputations of thofe 
5!f¥lio fuppofe that any thing corrupt cpulfd influ* 
^fiftoc him in this his unexampled UberaKty of the 
jniblick trcafure. I do not knqw that I am ioblige4 
to ^ak to the motives erf jniniftry) in the ar- 
rangements tibey have m^de of the pretended debts 
of Arcot an4 Tanjor^ . If I pr'ove fraud ;md col- 
lufion with Srcgaard to pubHck money on thofe right 
hoxio^vdiAc gentleitien, I am not obliged to a^gn 
their motives j becaufe no good motives can be 
pleaded in favour of their conduft. Upon that 
cafe I ftandj we are at iffue; and I defire to go tq 
trial. This, I im fv^re, is not loofe railing, or 
^oean infinuation, according, to their lo\jr and dc; 
generate fafliion, when they make attacks on the 
jneafurcs of their adyerfaries. It is a regular and 
jiiricfical courfe; and, unlels I choofe it, nothing 
can compel me to go further. 

But fince thcfe unhappy gentlemen have dared 
to hold a lofty'tone about th^ir motives, and af- 
fecl to defpife fufpicion, inftead of being careful 
r*ot to give caufe for it^ I fhall heg leave to lay be- 
fore you fome general obfervations on what, I con- 
ceive, was their duty in fo delicate, a bufinefe. 

If I were wcnthy to fuggeft any line .of pru- 
dence to that right honourable gentleman, I would 
"^tell himj, that the way to avoid fufpicion in the 
fettlenient of pecuniary tranfaftions, in which 
great frauds have been very flrongly prefumed, 
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is, to attend to thefe few plain principles:— Firft, 
to hear all parties equally, and not the managers 
for the fufpected claimants only. — Not to proceed 
in the dark} but to act with as much publicity as 
poflible. — Not to precipitate decifion — ^To be refi- 
gious in following the rules prefcribed in the com- 
million under which we aft. And, bftly, and 
above all, not to be fond of {training conftruc- 
tions, to force a jurifdiction, and to draw to our- 
felves the management of a truft in its nature in- 
vidious and obnoxious to fufpicion, where the 
plaineft letter of the law does not compel it. If 
thefe few plain riiles are * obferved, no corruptidn 
ought to be fufpefted ; if any of them are vio- 
lated, fufpicion will attach in proportion. If all 
of them are violated, a corrupt motive of fome; 
kind or other will not only be fufpefted, but mull 
be violently prefumed. 

The perfons in whofc favour all thefe rules h^ve 
been violated, and the conduft of minifters to- 
wards them, win naturally call for your confidera- , 
tion, and will ferve to lead yOu through a ferics^ 
and combination oi fafts and charafters, if I do 
not miftake, into the very inmoft recdfes of this 
myfterious bufinefs. You will then be in poffef- 
fion of all the materials on which the principles of 
found jurifptudence will found, or will rejeft the 
prefumption of corrupt motives; or if fuch mo-- 
fives are indicated, will point out to you of what 
particular nature the ctorruptton is. 
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Our wonderful minifter^ as you allknoW, /drirf* 
cd a new plan, a plan infigne recens indiilum ore alio^ 
a plan for fupporting the freedom of our conftitu-^ 
tion by court intrigues, and for removing its cor- 
ruptions by Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bdd paradoxical defign into execution, fufficient 
funds and apt infiruments became neceflary. You 
are perfedUy fenfible that a parliamentary reform 
occupies his thoughts day and night, as an eflen-^ 
tial member in this extraordinary project. In his 
anxious refearches upon this fubjeft,. natural in- 
ftind, as well as found policy, would direft his 
eyes, and fettle his choice on Paul Ben£eld. Paul 
Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer, the 
reformer to whom the whole choir of reformers 
bow, and to whom even the right honourable 
gentleman himfelf muft yield the palm; For what 
region in the empire, what city, what borough, 
what county, what tribunal, in this kingdom, is 
not full of his labours ? Others have been only 
fpeculatorsj he is the grand praftical reformer j 
and whilft the chancellor of the exchequer pledges 
in yain the man and the mjinifter, to increafe the 
provincial members, Mr. Benfield has aufpicioufly 
and practically begun it. Leaving far behind liim 
even lord Camelford's generous defign of bellow- 
ing OldSarum on the bank of England, Mr. Ben- 
field has thrown in the borough of Cricklade to* 
reinfprce the county reprefentation. Not content 
with this, in order to ftatioa a fteady phalanx for 
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;dl future reforms, this publick-^irited ufurer, 
amidft his charitable toils for the relief of India, 
did not forget the poor rotten conflitntion pf his 
native country. For her, he did not difdain ta 
floop to the trade of a wholefalc upholfterer for 
this houfe, to furniih it, not with the faded tape^ 
ftry figures of antiquated merit, fuch as decorate, 
V and may reproach fome other houfes, but with 
real, folid, living patterns of true moder^i virtue. 
Paul Benfield made (reckoning himfelf) no fewer , 
than eight members in the lafl parliament. What 
copious ftreams of pure blood mufl he not have 
transfufed into the veins of the prefpnt! 

But what is even more ftriking than the real 
fervices of this new-imported patriot, is his mo^ 
defty. As foon as he had conferred this benefit 
on the conftitution, be withdrew himfelf from 
our applaufe. He conceived that the duties of a 
member of parliament (which with the eleft faith- 
ful, the true believers, the IJlam of parliamentary- 
reform, are of little or no . merit, perhaps not 
much better than fpecious fins) m^ht be as well 
attended to in India as in England, and the means 
of reformation to parliament itfelf, be hx better 
provided. Mr. Benfield was therefore no fooner 
eleded, than he fet off for Madras, and defrauded 
the longing eyes of parliament. We have never 
enjoyed in this houfe the luxury of beholding that 
minion of the human race, and contemplating 
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that vifa^j which Has fo Ibng rededed tile hzp^ 
finds of nations; 

It was therefbrc hot poflible for the mlniftejf to 
confiilt perfonally with this great man. What 
then was he to do? Through a fagacity that never 
failed him in thcfe purfuits, he found out in Mn 
Benfield's reprefentative, his exafl: refemblance* 
Afpbcifick attraction by which he gravitates to* 
wards all fuch charafters, fbon brought our minif. 
ter into a dofc connection with Mn Benfield's 
agent and attorney; that is, with the grand con^ 
tratlor (whom' I name to honour) Mn Richard 
Atkinfon ; a name that will be well remembered 
as long as the records of this houfe^ as long as the 
records of the Britifh treafury, as long as the mo*- 
numental debt of England ftiall endure. 

This gentleman. Sir, afts as attorney fot Mti, 
^aul Benfield. Every one who hears me, is well 
. acquainted with the facred friendfhip, and the 
fteady mutual attachment that fubfifts between 
him and the prefent miniftcr. As many mem- 
bers asr^hofe to attend in the firft feflion of this 
parliament, can beft tell their own fedings at the 
fcenes which were then afted. How much that 
honourable gentleman was confulted in the ori^- 
-nai frame and febrick of the bill, commonly called 
Mn Pttt!s India bill, is matter only of conjedure; 
though by no means difficult to divine. But the 
publick was an ind'^ant witnefs of the oftenta- 
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tion with which the meafure was xnide his own, 
and the authority with which he brought up 
claufe after claufe, to ftufF and fatten the rankneis 
of that corrupt ad. As faft as the daufes were 
brought up to the table they were accepted. No 
hesitation; no difcuffion. They were recdved by 
the new minifier, not with approbation, but with 
implicit fubmiffion. The reformation inay be ef«* 
timated by feeing who was the reformer. Paul 
Benfidd's aflbciate and agent was held up to the 
world as legiflator of Indoftan. But it was. necef- 
iary to authenticate the coalition between the men 
of intrigue in India, and the minifter of intrigue 
in England, by a ftudied difplay of the power of 
this their connefting link. Every truft, every 
honour, every difiindion, was to be heaped upon 
him. He was at once made a direftor of the India 
company $ made an alderman of London; and to 
be made, if miniftry could prevail (and I am forry 
to fay how near, how very near they were pre- 
vailing), reprefentative of the capital of this king* 
dom. But to fecure his fervices againft all rifle, 
he was brought in for a minifterial borough. On 
his part, he was not wanting in zeal for the com« 
mon caufe. His advertifements fliew his motives, 
and the merits upon which he ftood. For your 
minifter, this worn-out veteran fubmitted to enter 
into the dufty field of the London conteft; and 
you all remember, that in the fame virtuous caufe 
VoL.IV* X he 
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jie^binltted to keep a ^t of publick office c^ 
counting^houfe, where the whole bufinefe of. the 
laft genersJ ekftion was managed. It was openly 
managed by the direft agent and attorney of B^i- 
field. It was i^anaged upon India princii^es, 
i&nd for an Indian inteteft. This was the gokleh 
cup of abominations; this the chalice of the for* 
iiications of rapine^ ufury, and c^reffion, which 
was held out by the gorgeous eaftern tiarlot ; which 
fo HMiny 6f the people, fo many of the nobles of 
this land had drained to the very dregs* Do 
you think that no reckoning was to follow this 
fcwd debauch? that no payment was to be de- 
manded for this riot of publick drunkennefe and 
national psoftitution? Here! you have it hare be- 
&)re you. The principal of the grand eledion 
inanager mufi; be indemnified; accorcfingly the 
ckims of Benfield and his crew mufi: be put above 
all inquiry. * 

- For feveral years, Benfield appeared as the chief 
l^roprietor, as well as the chief agent, diredor, 
and controller, of this fyftem of debt. The worthy 
chairman of the company has ftated the claims of 
this fingle gentleman on the nabob of Arcot, as 
amounting to five hundred thoufand pound.* 
Poifibly at the time of the chapman's ftat< they 
might have been as high. Eight hundred thou- 
fand pound had been mentioned fom6 time be* 
^ * Mr. Smith's prote<V» 

-• < fore; 
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fore J* trtd according to the praftife of fliiftlttg th8 
BaHies of creators in thcfe tranfeftions, and re» 
Aiting or raifing the debt itfelf at pfcafnre, I 
think it not impioflK)le, that at one period, the 
name of Benfield might have flood before thoft 
fnghtful figures. But nry^ beft information goes 
to fix his fhare no higher than four hundred 
thou&nd pounds. By the fcheme of the prpfcnt 
miniftry for adcBng to the principal twelve pet 
tenti from the year 1777 to the year 1781,, 
four httridred thouCmd potmds, that fmalleft of 
the ftrtns ever* mentiotxed for Mr. Benfidd, \dD 
form a capital of 592,000/. at fix per cenu Thusr, 
befides th4 arrears of three years, amounting to 
106^500/. (whidb, as feft as received, may be fc* 
f ally lent out at twdvc per cent.) Benfield hat 
received by the minifl:crial grant before you, aft 
annuity of 35,520/. a yeat, charged on the pijblicK 
revalues. 

Our ihirrdr of mtnifters of finance, did* noi 
ftink this enough for the fervices of fuch a friend 
as Benfield; He found that lord Macartney, in 
order to frighten the court of direftors from the 
j^jeft of obliging the nabob to give foucar fc- 
ctirityfor his debt, affurcd them, that if they 
ftiould take that ftep, Benfield t would infallibly 
be the foucar ; and w'ould thereby become the 

♦ Madras correfpoodcn^cc Qn this fubjcA. 
- t Appcndir, No. 6. 

' Xa entire 
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endre mafter of the Carnatick. What lord Macart^^ 
ney thought fufficient ta deter the very agents and! 
partakers with Benfield in bis iniquities^ was the 
inducement to the two ri^ honourable gaitle^ 
men to order tlus very foucar feicurity to be given, 
and to recal Benfield to the city of Madras, from 
the Ibrt of decent exile, into which he had been 
rckgated by lord Macartney, You muft there- 
fore confider Benfield, as foucar fecuritf for 
480,000/. a year, which at twenty-four per cenU 
(fuppofing him contented vnih that profit) will^ 
with the intereft of his old debt, produce an an^ 
nual income of 149,520/. a year. 

Here is a fpecimen of the new and pure arifta> 
cracy created by the right honourable gentleman,* 
as the fupport of the crown and conflitution^ 
agsdnft the old, corrupt, refradory, natural mte-* 
refts of this kingdom; and this is the grand coun- 
terpoife againft aH Odious coalitions of thefe inte« 
lefts. A fingle Benfield outweighs them all; a 
criminal, who long fiance ought ta have £ittened 
the region kites with his offal, is, by his majefty's^ 
numfters, enthroned in the government of a gprieat 
Idngdom, and enfeoffed with an eftate, which in 
the comparilbn e&ces the fplendour of alL the no« 
bility of Europe. To bring a little more diftindljr 
into view the true &cret of this- dark tranfii^on^ 

• Right honourable William Pitt.' 
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I beg yon particularly to advert to the circum* 
ibmces which I am going to place before you. 

The general cofps of creditors, as well as Mr# 
Benfidd himfelf, not looking well into futurity, 
nor preiaging the minifter of this day, thought it 
not expedient for their common intereft,that fuch 
a name as his Ifaould ftand at the head of thdr lift. 
It was therefore agreed amongft them, that Mr. 
Benfiddihould di£ippear by making over his debt 
to Meflirs. Taylor, Majendie, and Call, and flioidd 
in return be fecured by dieir bond. 

The debt thus exonerated of fo gteat a weight 
of its odium, and otherwife reduced from its 
alarming bulk, the agents thougl^ they might 
venture to print a lift of the creditora. This \iras 
done for the firft time in the year 1783, during 
the duke of Portland's adnnniftration. In this 
lift the name of Benfidd was not to be fcen. To 
this ftrong negative teftimony was added the 
further teftimony of die nabob of Arcot. That 
prince * (or raAer Mr. Benfidd for him) writes^ 
fa the court of diredors a letter t foil of com* 
plaint^ and accufations againft lord ^bcartney^ 

' ♦ Appendix, Np. 10. . ' 

\ t Dated 13th Oaober. For fcirtker illuftration of the ftyle 
ill ivhich thefc letters Were written » and the principles on whicjh 
they proceed, fee letters from the nabob to the couf^ of direc- 
tors, dated Auguft i6th, and September 7th, 1785, deliTcred by 
Mr. James Macpherfon, minifter to the nabob, January ^th, 
1724*. Appendix, No. lo. 

X 3 conveyed 
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cGnytTftim fuch torJns as were natural fbr pne tdC 
Mr. .Benfield's habits ^nd education to euaploy. 
Awongfttfee reft he is^jhade to cottiplaiir of his 
Jordfl3iip*6 endeavouring to prevent an iiittrcimr& 
of pcJitcncfe and fentiment between him and Mr; 
Benfield; ^nd ti> aggravate . tfar a&ooity Jxe jsxi 
pjrelai^ dodares IVSr. Benfidd's vifits tb bs anl|e 
qA acccRint of r^fpe^ and of gratitude, ais no pe« 
CUniary tran&^on fubfiftcd between them, * ^ 
V .S»ch^ £ox a canficferahlc fpace of time^ was thi 
outward forin of tte ban o^ 1777 ^ in Vi^Mck Mc* 
Jienfidd had OQ fort 6f concern. At length in- 
tdUigettoaaftivsdat Madras, that this debt^ whidh 
ka4^waysi)eeh xcnounccd by the, court of direct 
t^r$, '^ia rather I2be to becofne the ftibjeft of fonoe- 
^iig 3^0?* f&tt ^ xriaaiinBSl inquiry, than of any 
pMf omge. or bnB&cxa feona pariiament. Every ihip 
hft5ugfat icodunJts, xDfie' ftronger than the other, 
^. Afc jfafeyalcnoe pf the determined enemies of 
dke'lndian^fyftasi. The pubfick revenues became 
2Q bb|e<S| rdeTperatfe to the hopes of Mr* JBenfieldj 
hff thetcfc^e^rdfolved to fell upon his afibciategi 
V^Ai ift^iolatloii of that; faith which &b^l; amoi^ 
thofe who have abandoned all other, commences 
, a fuit in the mayor's court againft Taylor, Majen- 
c?ie, and Call, for the bond given tp him, when, 
he agreed to difappear for hi§ own benefit as well asi 
t^at of the copimon concern. The aflig».ees of his^ 
del^t, ^ho littfeexpe(!):ed the^^inging of this mine,- 

.' evcnr 
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^ knn from fuch an engineer as Mr* Binfi^id^ a^rcr. 

> recovering their firft alann, thought it beft to takA 
ground on the real fiate of the trania<5tion. They, 
divulged the whole myftery, anii were prepared^ 

" to plead that they had h^ver received irom Mr« 
Benfidd any other confideration for the bDn4| 
ihsn a transfer^ in truft for himfelf^ of hit dei^an^ 
cb/the niUbob of Arcot. An vniver^ iiidi|^atio^ 
arofe againft the perfidy f)fvMr. BenfieW's proCffedt 
ing: the event of the fuit wa^ looked upon as fy 
certain^ that Benfield was compdl^d to retreat ^^ 
ini'ecipitatdy as he had advanced boldly; he gavf 
up his bondy and was rdn&ited in his original 
iiemand, to wait the fortune of other dauoaj^t^ 
At that time, and at Af^dras, this hope was dutt 
indeed; but at home another fcene was preparing 
It was long before any ptiblick account of ihig 
difcovery at Madras had arrived in England, th^ 
the prefent minifter and his board of control^ 
thought .fit to determine on the debt of i77J» 
The recorded proceedings at this time ^ knew n^ 
thing of any debt to Benfield, There wa^ his 
own teftimony; there was the teftimCMjy of thf 
lift; there was the teftimony of th^ nabob of Ar- 
cot againft it. Yet fuch was the minifters' feelifig 
of the true fecret of this tranfadion, that th<|r 
thought proper, in the teeth of all theie teftimQ^»« 
nies^ to give him licence to return to Madras.. 
Here the mijiiftws were under fome eipbarraff- 

X 4 rpcnt*, 
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ftent. Confounded between their refohitioii otf 
rewarding the good fervioes of Benfield's frieni:te 
jtod aflbciites^in England, and the fham^ of fead^ 
Ing that notorious incendiary to the court of the 
Babobof Arcot, to renew his intrigues agai^ft the 
^tiih government, at the time they authorize 
Ids return, they forlnd him under the fevcoeft 
penalties, from apy conver&tion with the nabob 
CMrhis minifters; that is, they forbid his commu- 
nication with the very perfon on account of his 
dealings with whom they permit his return to 
that city. To overtop this contradidion, there 
is not a word refiraintng him from the frecft in- 
teifeourfe with the nabob's fecond fon, the real 
author of all that is done in the nabob's name; 
who, in conjunftion with this very Benfield^ ias 
a^quitied an abfolute dominion over that unhappy 
tnan, is able to perfuade him to. put his fignature 
to whatever paper they pleafe, and often without 
any communication of the contents. This ma- 
■Jia^enf>ent was detailed to them at full length by 
ferd Macartney, and they cannot pretend igno- 
't'ance of it.* i 

* ^ I believe, after this expofure of fa^Els, no man 
Iran entertain a doubt of th6 collufion of miniftcrs 
with the corrupt int^reft of the ddinquents in In- 
dia. Whenever thofe in authority provide for the 
itttereft of any perfon, cm the real but concealed 

* * ' ' • Appendix, No. €, 
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fiate of his affidrs, without teg^d to his avowed, 
publick, and oftenfiblc pretences, it ntiuft be pf e* 
fumed that they are iuvconfederacy with him, be- 
caufe they ad Isr^m on the fame fraudulent 
principles on which he ads for himfelf. It is plain, 
that the miniflers were fiilly apprifed of Benfidd'f 
real fituation, which he had ufed means t<x con* 
ceal, whiUl concealment anfwered his purpofes* 
They were, or the perfon on whom they relied 
was, pf the cabinet council of Benfidd, in the very 
depth of all his myfleries. An honeft magilbrate 
compels men to abide by one flory. An equi- 
table judge would not hear of the daim of a man 
who had himfdf thought proper to renounce it* 
With fuch a judge his fhuffling and prevarication ' 
would have damned his daims; fuch a judge 
Aever would have kn<5wn, but in order to anin^ad* 
yert upon proceedings of that charader. 

I have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I 
think with fufficient deamefs, the connedion of 
the minifters with Mr. Atkinfon at the generid 
eledion; I have laid open to you the connedioo 
of Atkinfon with Benfield; I have fhewn Benfidd's 
employment of his wealth, in creating a parlia^ 
mentary intereft, to procure a mtnifierial pfOt^ 
tion; I have fet before your eyes his^large con- 
cern in the debt, his pradices to hide that con- 
cern from the publick eye, and the liberal protec- 
tion which he has received from the miniflen If 
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this chain of drcuinfiances iots not lead ybu neceH 
farily to conclude that the minift^ has^ |^id to the 
avarice of Benfieid the ferviccs done ^y Benfield's 
eonnedions to his ambition, I do not know any 
thing ihort of the confeffion of the party tha^ can 
per&ade you of his guilt. CSandefilne and collu* 
xiive pradice can only be 4raced by combiaatioSr 
smd comparifon of chrcumftanc^. To rejeft iiich 
combination and comparifon is to rejeS: the only 
means of detecting frauds it is indeed to give st 
a psa:ent and free liceince to cheat with isnpunity* ^ 

• I corifineirtyfclf to the connedion of 'miniiters^ 
mediately or immcdjbitely, with only two perfons 
^dncerned in this debt. How many others, who 
fopport their power aiid greatnefe within aijd with- 
<mt doors, are ^concerned originally, or by tranf- 
-fcrgofthefe debts, muft be left to general ^qii- 
nion. I riifer to the reports of the fefed cbar- 
tnittee for the proceeditigs df foitie of the agents 
in thefe afiairs, and th^tr attempts, at kaft, to fur- 
nifii tninifters with the means of buying gener^ 
courts, xAd even w^icte parliami^tsj in the grofs*; 

I know that the mmifterswffl think it Uttle lefe 
than al^t:i|ttal, that tikey ^e i^t charged with 
Itk^g taken to «h«m&}v€s fome pairt^of the mo- 
ney o£ which they have made fo liberal a donaiion 
to their partifans, though the charge may be i»- 
difputably fixed up<Sn the corruption of their p^- 

* Second Report •£ Sde^ (General Smith's] Committee. - 
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liticks. For my part, I f<^w thqir crimes to 
that point to wliich l^g«d prefumptiQZis and natu« 
T^ indications lead me, withpyt qQnfidei'ing what 
fpedes q£ QvilmotiYe tfnds ©Qft to aggpravate or 
to eKtenn^te tk^ guiit of t^fefir oondii^. But if I 
«m to fp^ nF>y private fi^t^mefitl, I. think that 
la ft thousand cafe9 foir Q^eit woiUd be far Ids ioi£> 
c^ievQja; to the piil)Uqk> and full as little, di^p^ 
pourab^ tp t^emfe^ves tQ be polluted with dire^ 
^ibery^ thaa^ thu¥ to become ^ {landing aupciUary 
to the oppa^San^ uiiiry, and pecidation ^f mditi^ 
ti^dfS) in order tt^ obtaigi a corrupt fupport t^ 
tfoeir pcyif^s. It is by Ijrilping, ppt fo often bf 
bring brft*d> th?^t wkfeed pc^ticigpp bring ruin 
^ mstolili^. Avarice is a rival tQ the purfujltf 
^f many* It find? a multitude of checks; mA 
many oppofefs, in ^verjr walk of life. But tbo 
«b|f^sr of aiabiition aro fw the few; and every 
pef fost yrho f^mi at indireft pr^^t, apd therefore 
:sranis o^^v protedion than innocence and kw^ 
mftejici of ks< rival bqcon8i€$ iH inftrument. There 
^ vna^Uf al all^a^ce tod fefdfty due to this domU 
neermg paraHnmnt evil^ from alt the vaflal vices^ 
which acknoiqirledge its (Uperiority, and readily 
pUkatf .uxj4fi^ its banners; and it is wider that 
difcipline alone that avarice is aWc to fprcad to 
any confideraWe extent, or to render itfelf a^cne*- 
rai publick ipifcHief. Itis,thertfore no apology for 
mjinifters, that t^ey have not been bought by tho 

Eaft 
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'Eaft India delinquents, b^t that they have only 
formed an alliance with them for fcreening each 
other from juftice, a€CordIng to the exigence ol 
their feveral neceflities, -Hiat they have done fo 
IS evident ; and the junction of the power of office 
in England,- with the abufe of • authority in the 
eaft, has not only prevented, even the appearance 
ctf redrefe to the grievances oif India, %tit I wi(h it 
inay ndt be found to have dulled, if not extin-r 
guiihed, the honour, the candour, the generofity, 
the good nature, which ufed formerly to charac? 
tcrize the people of England. I eonfefs, I wHh that 
fi>me more feding than I have yet obferved for 
the fuflferings of our fellow-creatures and fellow* 
febje&s in that c^preffed part of the world, ha4 
manifefteditfelf in any onequarter of thekingdom^ 
or in any cMae large defcripti<« of men« 
\ That thefe oppreffions exift, is a fed no more 
doiied, tKan it is refented as it ought to be* 
^ttch evil has b^n done in India under the Britifh 
aBthority. What ha^ been done to redrels lif 
Wc are no .longer fwprifed at any thing. We 
are abc^e the unlcan&ed 4nd vulgar paffion of ad- 
ifiiration: But, it wifl aftonilh pofterity, when they 
read ©ur opinions In our aftions, that after years 
ofinquirywe have found out that the fole grie* 
vaoce of India confifted/in this, that the fervants 
of the company there had not profited enough of 
tii'dif opJ)(irtyjaities, nor drained it fuffidently of 
"• ' its 
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itt treafures; when they fhall hear that the very 
firfl; and only important a£k of a commifiioTv fpe-^ 
cially named by zSt of parliament^ is to charge 
upon an undone country, in favour of a handful 
of men in the humbleft ranks of the publick fer- 
vice, the enormous fum of jperhaps four nuUionii 
•of fterling monfey. 

it is difficult for the moft wife and upright go^ 
vernm6nt to correft the abufes of reipote delegated 
power, produdivc of unmeafured wealth, and pro- 
tefted by the boldnefs and ftrength of the fame 
ill-got riches. Thefe abufes, full of their own wild 
native vigour, will grow and flourifh under mere 
negled. But where the fuprerae authority^ not 
content with winking at the rapacity of its infe- 
riour iiiftruments, is fo fhamelefs and corrupt a9 
openly to give bounties and premiums for difobe- 
dience to its laws ; when it will not truft to the 
activity of avarice in the p<itfuit of its own gainst 
when it fecures publick robbery by all the careful 
jealoufy and attention with which it ou^t to pro* 
te£t property from fuch violence j the common- 
Wealth then is becopie totally perverted from ^its 
purpofes} neither God nor man will long endure^ 
it J nor will it long endure itfelf. In that cafey 
there h an unnatural infedion, a pefiilential taint 
fermenting in the conftitutio^ of fociety, which 
fever and convulfions of fome kind or other muft 
throw off j^ or in which the vital powers, worfted 
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in an ungual Sniggle^ are pu&ed back iip6H 
themfelves, aiid by a revdflal of their if^hble ftino. 
tions, fefter to gangrene, to death; and ini^ad^ 
what was but juft now the delight and boaft of 
the creation, thdre will be caft out in the face of 
die fun, a bloated, putrid, noifbme carcafs, full 6f 
ftench and poifon, an offence, a horroxu^ a leffotf 
to the world. 

- Jn my opinion, we ought not to wait for the 
fhiitlefs inftnidion of calamity to inquire into thi 
Abufcs which bring upon us ruin in the worft of 
its forms, in the lofs of our fame and virtue. Burc 
Ihe right honourable gentleman^ fays, in anfwef 
to all the powerful arguments of my honourable 
friend — ^^ that this inquiry is of a delicate naturej 
^ and that the ftate will fuller detriment by the 
" expofure of this tranfitftion." But it fe ekpofcd | 
it isperfe<My known in every membei*, in ^vcf^ 
|>article, and in everj^ay, except that which may 
lead to a remedy. He knows that the papers of 
correfpondence are printed, apd that they are in 
every hand. ^ . • 

He and delicacy are a rare and a lingular coali* 
tioh. He thinks that to divulge our Indian pdii 
ticks, may be highly dangerous. HeJ the movcrt 
the chairman ! the reporter of the committee ot 
fecrecy! he that brought forth in the utmoft dc* 
tail, in feveral vaft^ printed folios> the moft recon-^ 

. * Mr. Diinda^. 
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llite parts of the politicks, the military, the rc- 
Veiiues of the Britiih empire in India! With fix 
'great chopping balfcirds,* each as lufty as an in- 
feuit Hercules, this delicate creature bluflies at the 
^ht of his new bridegroom, affumes a virgin de-* 
Ucacy; br, to ufe a more fit, as well as a more 
poetick comparifon, the perfon fo fqueamifli, fo 
timid, fo trembling left the winds of heaven ihould 
vifit too roughly, is expanded to broad funfhine, 
€xpofed like the fow of imperial augury, lying in 
the mud with all the prodigies of her fertility 
about her, as evidence of her delicate amours-^ 
^riginta capiium fmtus emxa jacebat^ albafolQ recu* 
bans albi circum ubera natu 

Whilft difcovery of the mifgovernment of others 
led to his own power, it was wife to inquire j ic 
was (afe to pubHih: there was then no delicacy ; 
there was then no danger. But when his obje^ 
is obtained, and in his imitaElion he has outdone the 
crimes that he had reprobated in volumes of re- 
ports, and in iheets of bills of pains and penalties; 
then concealment becomes prudence; and it con* 
cems the fafety of the ftate, that we (hould not 
know, in a mode of parliamentary cognizance^ 
what all the world knows but too well, that is, in 
what manner he choofes to difpofe of the publick 
revenues to the creatures of his politicks. I 

♦SU Report*, of the Committee of Secrecy. 
•^ The 
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The debate has been long, and ad muqh fo oil 
my {Jart^ at kaft, as on the part of thofe whp have 
^oken before me. But long as it is, the more ma^ 
terial half of the fubjeft has hardly been touched 
on 5 that is, the corrupt and deftruSive fyftem to 
which this debt has been rendered fubfervient, and 
which feems to be purfued with at leaft as much 
vigour and regularity as ever^ If I coniidered 
youjr eafe or my own, rather than the weight and 
. importance of this queftioh, I ought to make fome 
apology to you, perhaps fome apoldgy to toyfelf > 
for having detained your attention fo long. I 
know on what ground I treads This fubgeft, at 
one time taken up with fo much fervour and zeal, 
is no longer a favourite in this houfe. Thd houfc 
Itfelf has undergone a great and fignal revolution^ 
To fome the fubje6i: is firange and uncouth ; to fe^ 
. veral harfh and^diftafteful j to the relique;^ of the 
iaft parliament it is a matter of fear and apprehen* 
lion.. It is natural for thofe whp have feen their 
rfriends link in the tornado which raged during 
the late fhift of the monfoon, and have hardly ef- 
caped on the pdanks of the general wredc, it is but 
too natural for them, as foon as they make the 
rocks and quickfands of their former diiafters, to 
put about their new-built barks, and, as much as 
poffible, to keep aloof from this perilous lee ihore* 

But let us do what we pleafe to put India from 
bur thoughts, we can do nothing to feparate it 

from 
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from our publick intereft and our national repu* 
tadon. Our attempts to baniih this importunate 
duty, will only makie it return upon us again and 
again, and every time in a ihape more unplea£int 
than the former. A government has been fabri- 
cated for that great province; the right honour- 
able gentleman £iys, that therefore you ought not 
to examine into its conduft. Heavens ! what an 
argument is this! We are not to examine into the 
condudt of the diredion, becaufe it is an old go- 
vernment: we are not to examine into this board 
of control, becaufe it is a new one. Then we ar^ 
only to examine into the condu^b of thofe who 
have no condud to account for. Unfortunately 
the bafis of this new government has been laid on 
old condemned delinquents, and its fuperftrudure 
is raifed out of profecutors turned into proteftors. 
The event has been fuch as might be expefted- 
But if it had been otherwife conftituted; had it 
been conftituted even as I wifhed, and as the mover 
of this queftion had planned, the better part of the 
propofed eftablifhment was in the publicity of its 
proceedings; in its perpetual refponfibility to par- 
liamcnt. Without this check, what is our govern- 
ment at home, even awed, as every European go- 
vernment is, by an audience formed of the other 
ftatcs of Europe, by the applaufe or condemnation 
of the difcerning and critical company before 
which it afts? But if the fcene on the other fide of 
Vol. IV. Y the 
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the globe^ whicH tempts, invites, dlmoft compeb 
to tyranny and rapine, be not infpcAed with the 
eye of a fevere and unremitting vigilance, ihame 
and deftmcKon nraft enfue. For one, the worft 
event of this day, though it may deject, fiiall not 
break or fubdue me. The call upon us is authori- 
tative. ' Let who will ihrink back, I Ihall be found 
at my poft. Baffled, difcotmtenanced, fubdued, 
difcredited,aa the caufe of juftice and humanity is, 
it will be only the dearer to mei. Whoever there-- 
fore fliall at any time bring before you any thing 
towards the relief of our diftreffed fellow-citizens 
in India, and towards a fubveriion of the prefent 
moft corrupt and opprcflive fyftem for its govern- 
ment, in me ihall find, a weak, I am afraid^ but a 
fteady, earneft, and faithful affifiantv 
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CLAUSES OF liife:* PtTt'S BILL. 

Referred to from p. ioi., 

Appointing Commiftioriefs to iriqUlf e ifito tte fees, 
gratuities, perquifltes, emolunieftts, \V^hich are^ 
or have been lately, recdved in die fev^rjQ put)- 
lick offices therein mentioned; td e:^mine into 
any abufes which may eiift in the fame, &c. 

AND be 14: fiirther enaded^that it fball and 
xtiay be lawful to and for the iaid comnri£* 
fioners, or aity two of them^ and they are hereby 
impowered, authorized, and required, to examine 
ufxmjoatb (which oath they, or any two ot thens, 
are hereby authorized to admimftet) the fevieral 
peribns, of all defrnptions, bdonging to any of 
the (^ces or departments before mehdoned^ and 
»ll other perfons whom the £iid commiilioners, or 
SBiy twt) of them, &all think fit to examine, 
touching tlje bufinefs of each office or departlnent, 

y a and 
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and the fees^ gratuities ^ perquijites^ and emoluments 
taken therein^ and touching ^U of her matters and 
things neceflary'for the executidn of the powers 
vefted in the faid cpmrniffioner^ by this ad; all 
which perfons are hereby required and diredted 
pun^hially to attend the £iid commiflioners, at 
fuch time and place as they^ or any two of them^Jhall 
appoint J and alfa to obferve and execute fuch orders 
and direflions as the £ud commiifioners, or any 
twp of them, dull make or ^ve for; the purpofes 
before mentioned. 

And be it enaded by the, authprity aforefaid^ 
that the laid commiffioners, or any two of them, 
ihall be^ and are hereby impowered to examine 
into any corrupt and frau4ulcAt pradice?, or 
other nufcondu^t, contimitted by any perfon or 
perfons concerned in the management of any of 
the . offices or departments hereinbefore mention- 
ed:, and, for the better execution of this prefent 
a£k, the £ud commiffioners, or any twoofthem^ are 
hereby authorized to meet^ and fity from time to timej in 
fuch place or places as they flmUfind mojl convenient^ 
with or without adjournment^ and to fend their prer 
icept or precepts^ under their hands and feals^for any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever^ and for fuch books ^ pat 
pers^ writings^ vr*records, as they Jhall judge neceffary 
for their information^ relating to any of the offices or 
departments hereinbefore mentioned \ and all bailiffs^ 
Cim/iable^ fheriffs^ and other his _majejifs officers^ are 
- ^ '- '^ hereby 
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hereby required Ito obey and execute fucbln'ders and 
precepts qforefaid^ asjhall be fent to them or any of 
them hy the faid comndffionen^ or any two (^ tbem^ 
touching the prenufes. r" ji 



APPENDIX, No. a. ; • 
lleferredto from p* 208. 

; : IIA90B Of argot's DEBTS. 

MR. GEORGE SMITH being alkcd, Wheithcr 
the debts of the nabob) of Arcot Ijuive i^eafed- 
fincc he knew Madras? he faid, Ycs,jthcy-. haye.: 
He diftinguiihes his debts into twa forts; tbofe^ 
contraAed before the year 1766, and thofti con- 
traftod firoin that year to the year in .which he left, 
Madrait-^Being aflked, What he thinks is the ori-^ 
gjbM amount of the old debts? he faid. Between, 
twenty-three and twenty-four lacks of pagoda^, as^ 
wdl i^ ho can recdle£t---*Being aiked. What was 
the amount of that debt when he left Madras? he. 
faid, Between four atid five lacks of pagodas, as 
he uftdcrftood.— -—Being alked, What was the- 
amount of the new debt when he left Madras? 
he faid, la November, 1777, that debt amounted, ; 
accprding to the nabob's own account, and pub- 

Y3 lilhed 
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Isflied at C&^iaidc^ his place of rcfidmce^, to ixtf^ 
\fd^ of po^dis, if[idop)iAAent of the yold ^^dst^^ 
oil "mhkh debt x>{ fi^ty Jacks of pagoda^^ ikc iia*^ 
bob did agree to pay an intereft of tw^^rep^r ceot* 
per annum. — Being a&ed^ Whether this debt was 
approved of by the court of direftors? h^ faid. 
He does not know it was. — !Beingalked, Whether 
the old debt wa^ recogififed 1)y the court of direc- 
tors? he £iid. Yes, it has been; and the court of 
direftors have fent'DOt rqj^ited ordets to the pre- 
fident and council of Madras, to enforce its reco- 
very and paytflent.— Bdrtg affitecf,»lf '4he intereft 
upon the new debt is punftually paid? he faid. It 
^Si^'Wot^diiriftg his tefidenceatMadr'ftSj^rpb 1777 
tb 'V77^, 4n XrlHch'peii<Ki' Kfe^hife^ no wore than 
fiW jfef:<3feift*^'erdl wais p^d, in iMf&*eftt cSvi- 
^tidi oflfl^o'fttid t^ne per ciieint^^^^e^ a&ed. 
What is the ufmal covrfe tak^ by ^the hatodb^ cbn- 
c^iiig the atitta^ of illtefefl? he ht&^ ^ot^a:vuig 
ever lent hii^ monies liiinrelf. He c^nn^t ^Hy oii* 
fw€T as 4o iH^i mode «£ ^ettiUng thte imw^ft witfe 

Being afeed, Whpthet he faifer^fdn tOi^betieve 
the Cxty lacks etf pagodas was all principaf^ifioney * 
really and tiuf^ advanced 16 the^iabob of Areot, * 
or a fictitious capital, made up^ oHigatimis gTven 
by him, where ne money or goods were received, 
or which was increafed by tite uniting into it a 
greater Int^eft than the 12 ^ cent, exprefled-to 
■ * be 
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be due on the capibd ? he faid. He Jias no reafon 
to betieve that the iuin c^ fixty lacks of pagodas 
was lent m money or goods^ to the nabob, becai;i£e 
that fum he thinks is of more value than all the 
money, goo^, aad chattels in the lettlement ; but 
he does not know in what mode or nutnner this 
debt of the nabob's was incurred or accumulated* 
Being aflced^ Whether it was not a goieral and 
well-grounded c^nion at Madras, fhat a great part 
of this &m was accumulated by oMigations, and 
was for fendces perfbnned or to be performed 
for the nabcd)? hc'faid. He has heard that a part 
of tlm debt was given for the purpcrfas mentioned 
in the above queftion, but he do^ not know that 
it was fo. — ^Bpin^ alked. Whether it was the ge- 
ner^. opinion of the fettkment ? he iaid, IJe can- 
not .fey ;that it was the general opinion, but it waf 
the opinion of a confiderable part of the fcttle-f 
meat. Being afkcd. Whether it was the declared 
opinion of thofe that were concerned in the debt,' 
pr.thofe that were not? he faid, It was the opinion 
of both parties, at leaft fuch of them as he ton* 
verfed with. — Being afked, A^hether he has reafon 
to believe that the interefl: really paid by the na- 
bpb, upon obligations giyen, or money lent, did 
not frequently exceed 1 1 per cent.? — he laid, Prior 
to the firft of Auguft 1 774, he had had reafon to 
believe, that a higher intereft than 1 2 per cent, 
was paid by the nabob on monies lent to him ; 

Y4 but 
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but from and after that period', when the laft aft 
of parliament took place in India, he does not 
Icnow that more than 1 2 per cent, had htca pdd 
by the nabob, or received from him. — Being alk- 
cd^ Whether it is not his opinion, that thq nabob 
has paid more than 12 per cent, for money due 
fince the ift of Auguft 1774? he faid. He has heard 
that he has, but he docs not know it.— Being 
afked. Whether he has been tc4d fo by any confi- 
derable and weighty authority, that was like to 
J:now? he faid. He has been fo informed by per* 
fens who hq. beUeves had a very good opportti- 
iiity of knowing it; — Being afked. Whether he was 
^ver told fo, by the nabob pf Arcot himfelf f he 
laid, He does not recollect that the nabob of Arcot 
dirciftly told him fo, but from what he^£tid, he 
did infer that he paid a higher intereft than 12 
per cent. ; > ,^ 

Mr. Smith being afked, Whether, in the courfe 
of trade, he ever fold any thing to the nabob of 
Arcot? he faid. In the year 1775 he did fell to the 
nabob of Arcot pearls to the amount of 32,506 
pagodas, 'for which the nabob gave him an order 
ortankah on the country of Tanjore, payable in 
fix njonths, without intereft. — Being afked. Whe- 
ther, at the time he afked the nabob his price for 
the jpearls, the nabob beat down that price, as 
dealers commonly do? he faid. No; fo far from 
it, he offered him more than he a&ed by 1,000 

pagodas. 
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pagodas, and which he rejefted. Being afked. 
Whether in fettling a tranfeftion of difcount with 
the nabob's agent, he i^rto not oflfercd a greater 
difcount than 1 21. per cent, he faid, In difcounting 
a foucar's bill for 1^80^000 pagodas, the nabob's 
agent did offer him a difcount of 24 per cent, per 
annum, faying, that it was the ufual rate of di^^ 
count paid by the nabdb ; but which he would 
not accept of, thinking himfelf confined by the 
aft of parliament limiting the intereft of monies 
to 12 per cent, and jiccordingly he difcounted the 
bill at 12 per cent, per annum only.— Being alke4,^ 
Whether he does iiot think thofe offers were made 
him, becaufe the nabob thought he was a perform 
of fome confequence in the fettlpment? he faid. 
Being only a private merchant^ he apprehends 
that the o£kr was made, to him more from its. 
being a general pra£l;ice, than from any opinion 
of his importance. r 
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>Refen:ed tajfrom p- 226. 

A;^HX for the better government pf the territo-. 
; ; rial {ffiff^fikm^ and ck^^ndencks in Ipctia. 

Xpne of Mr. Fqx*s India ^ilts.^ 

AlTObe it further enacted *by the atrfhoiitjr 
aforefaid, that the nabob of Arcot, the rsgah of 
Taiijorc, or any other native protefted pnnce in 
ftidia, fliattnot affign, mortgage, or pledge any 
territory c^t land whatfoever, oi' the pi^uce or 
rcvemie thcreoi^, to atiy BritiflidRibject \vliatf6ever ; 
neithtr IhaH it be lawful to and for aaiy Britxfh fub- 
jfift' ^hatfoever to take or recrffvd any ftidk ^gn- 
ment, mortgage, or pledge ; and the fflne are 
hereby declared to be null and void; and aD p?iy- 
ments or deliveries of produce or revenue, under 
any fuch affignment, fhall and may be recovered 
back by fuch native prince paying or delivering 
th^ fame, from the perfon or perfons receiving the 
6me, or his or their reprefentatives. 
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APPENDIX, No- 4. 
Referred to froiti *p. 262 and p. 163. 

^ (CbPY.) 

^•■' "*.-* '..1' ,' ' '' 

tf^ytb A^y jyZtm 

^lfc1*tER frbm the Cottiinittee of affigned Revc- 
ntie^^W thet^efident and $de9; Committee, 
' dated 27th iJlifj ij^^; with comparafive ftatc- 
' itient, ^nd miniite thereon. 

To the-Blght Honourable Lord MACARTNxr, fcB; 
- 'l^reftdent, aiid Ckiv«rm)nr, &c. SeleftComimttec 
-^f;Fort St. OdOrgci -^ * ' 

;.; M/(Loitti4 anSd Gendemen^ i i 

ALTHOUGH we'haw, in^ obedience to ' yotir 
cdfaimafeds of the 5th January, regularly !iid be-* 
fore ybu ^ur proceicffngs at large, and ha+e i3C-' 
eafioiially addr^d ydu upon*" fuch points as re-- 
cjuii^d ydur refolutioiH or ord^s for our giiiv 
danc^, weftiU think ifneceffary to tolled: and <fi- 
gfeft,'^ a Nummary report, thofe tranfadibns iii 
the' management of the affigned revenue, which 
have principafly engaged our attention, and which, 
upon the proceeding,' are too much intermixea 

' ^ with ■ 
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with ordinary occurrences to be readily traced 
and underftood. 

Such a report may be formed with the greater 
propriety ^at thi^^ time, ^wiien. your lordlbip, &c. 
have been pleafed to conclude your arrangements 
for the rent of feveral gi tfie nabob's diftrifts. 
Our aim in it is briefly to explain the ftate of the 
Carnal icfc at the period of the nabob's aflignment ; 
the particular caufes which exiiled, to the preju* 
dice of that aflSgiunent, after it was m»de; and 
the meafiires whjich your lor^fliip, &c. have, upon' 
our recommendation, adopt<tcl6)r removing thofc 
caufes, and introducing a more regular arid bene- 
ipfcial fyftem of) msmagement ^n the country, 
. Jfydeir Ally having entered th? ,<Jarnatick with 
his whole force, about the n^iddle of Jtily, 1780, 
and employed fire and fword in its deftruftion for 
near eighteen months before- the jiabob'^ affign- 
vf^nt tpok place, it wjJi not -b^ , diSicuh to cpn- 
c^iYc the ^te of the -(;owtfy:3^ th^t perio4t In , 
tjipife prqvi^\9es which ^ere^|i^]Iy expend to the 
r^\[ages of ,horfci Jfearpe ^ Vjgftige remained either 
ijf j>ppula,tion oy apricult^irp,-, fuch of the niiferaWe . 
ii^^jljUnts as eijcaped tljefuyy of the fword were , 
e^^c^untd i^t9 tbq Myforf country, or l^t.to 
{\gif^lp mider the horrourSjC^ limine, .TheArri- 
cot^and Trichinopoly diftri^fls began early to feel 
tjujC. . efiecla ,of tJsii^ defolating war. Tinnevejly, 
JV^dj^ra, and Ramnada'porum, though little infeft- 

ed 
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ed wkh Hydcr's troops, became a prey to the in- 
curfions of the Polygars, who ftript them of the 
greateft part of the. revenues j. Ongole, NeUojTe, 
and Palnaud, the only remaining diftrids, had fuf- 
fered but in a fmall degree. 
. The misfortunes of w?tr, however, were not the 
wily evils which the Carnatiek experienced. The 
nabob's. aumildars^ and other fervants, appear to 
have taken advantage of the general confuiion to 
enrich themfelves. A very (mail part of the reve- 
nue was accounted for ; and fo high were, the or- 
dinary expences of every diftrid, that double the 
apparent produce of the whole country would not 
have iatisfied them. 

in this ilate, which we believe is no way exag- 
geratedy the company took charge of the afiigned 
countries. Their profpeft of relief from the heavy 
burthens of the war, was indeed but little advanc- 
ed by the nabob's conce0ion ; and the revenues of 
the Carnatiek feemed in danger of being irrecove- 
rably loft, unlefs a fpeedy and entire change of fyf- 
tem coidd be adopted 

On our minutes of the 21ft January, we treated 
the fubjeft of the aflignment at fome length, and 
pointed out the mifchicfs which, in giddition to 
the effe^ of the war, had arifen from what we 
conceived to be wrong and oppreffive manage- 
ment.-^We ufed the freedom to fuggeft an entire 
alteration itk the mode of yealizing^ the revenues. 
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We propofed aconikierabk and iirmiediate uted^ 
tion of expeiiices, and a txrtal chaQget of the prm* 
dpal aumUdars who had been empioyed under the 
nabob. 

Our ideas had the good fortune to receive your 
izqpprobatiosi; but the removal of the taboV^ fer- 
vants being fhoQ^Iit improper at that {larticuhar 
period of the coUe6)ionSy we emj^oyed our aAten*- 
tion chieiy in preferving what revenue w?a$ left 
the c&Mitty^ and aofuiring iixch materials as mi^t 
feadt<) a morc perfect knowledge of its former aad 
prefent ftate. 

'Hiefe purftiits, as we ai^ehended, met with 
great obftrudions from (he condud of the xuu 
bob^s fervants* The orders they received were 
evaded under various pretexts; no attentiooi was 
paid to the ftrofig and repeated ap^cations made 
to them for the accounts of their management ; 
and their attachment to the company's intereft 
appeared, in every inftance, fo feeble, that we fiiw 
no profpe^i whatever of iucceifi, but in the ap» 
pointment of renters under the company's fole au- 
thority. 

Upon this principle we judged it expedient to 
recommend, that fuch of the nabob's difhrids as 
were in a ftate to be farmed oiit, might be im<- 
mediately let by a publick advenifement^ i^ued 
in the company's name, and circulated throng 
every province of the Cai;natick j and with the 

view 
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vicir of encouraging bidders, we pirqpofed, tl»t 
the countries might be advcrtfried for tiie whole 
period o£the nabob's afigmntnt, and the fecuiity 
of the company'^s protection promifed, in the 
fuUeft manner, to fuch pei;foiis as mi^t become 
renters. 

This'planhad tiK defired ctkSt} aild «he at* 
tempts which were fecretly made to* cotMfiteraft it, 
afFordeds an unequivocal fwroof of ita necciRty : 
but tke advantages refuking from it were n^re 
pleafiagly evincediy by the number df propo&Is 
that were ddivered, and by the terms which were 
in geixeral oHered for the diftri£^ intended to be 
iarmed out. 

Hscving fo far attained thepurpofes of the affign* 
ment, our attention was' next turned to the heavy 
expences entailed upon the different provinces; 
and here, we confefs, our ailonifhment was raifed 
ta the higheft pitch. In the Trichinopoly coun* 
try, the ftanding difburfements appeared, by the 
^ nabob's own accounts, to be one lack of rupees 
more than the receipts In other difttids, the 
charges were not in fi> high a proportion, but ilill 
rated on a moft extravagant fcale; and we (aw, by 
every account that was brought before U95 the ab- 
iolute neceffity <>f reti^mch^g coAfiderabJy in all 
the articles of expence. 

Our own reafon, aided by fudv inquiries as tre 
were able to make> fu^jcftedtli^ alterations v^ 

have 
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have recommended to your lordihip, &c. under 
this head. You will obferve, that we have not 
aded fparinglyj but we chofe rather, in cafes of 
doubt, to incur the hazard of retrenching too 
much, than too little; becaufe it would be eaiier, 
after any ftated allowance for expences, to add 
what might be necefiary, than to diminifh. We 
hope, however, there will be no material incrcafe^^ 
in the articles as they now {land* 

One conliderable charge upon the nabob's coun* 
try was for extraordinary fibbendies, fepoys, and 
horfemen, who appeared to us to be a very ^nne* 
ceflary incumbrance on the revenue. Your lord- 
Ihip, &c. have determined to receive fuch of thefe 
people as will inlift into the company's fervice, and 
difcharge the re& This meafure will not only re« 
lieve the country of a heavy burthen, but tend 
greatly to fix in the company that kind of autho- 
rity, which is requifite for the due coUe&ion of the 
revenues. 

In confequence of your determination refpeft- 
ing the nabob's fepoys, &c. every charge under 
that head has been ftruck out of our account of 
expences. If the whole number of tnefe people 
be enlifted by the company, there will probably 
be no more than fuffident to complete their ordi- 
nary military eftabliflmaent. But fhould the pre- 
jfent redud:ion of the nabob's artillery render it 
expedient^. after .the .war, to make any addition to 

the 
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the company's eftablifliment, for the purpofes of 
the affigned countries ;. the expence of fuch addi- 
tion, whatever it be, muft be deduftedfrom thq 
prefent account of favings. 

In confidering the charges of the feveral diftricls, 
in order to eftablifli better regulations, we were 

' careful to difcriminate thofe incurred for troops, 
kept, or fuppofed to be kept up for thp defence 
of the country, from thofe of the fibbendy, fcr^ 
vants, &c. for the cultivation of the lands, an4 
the colleftion of the revenues, as well as to pay 
attention to fuch of the eftabliflxed cuftoms of the 

' country, ancient privileges of the inhabitants, and 
publick charities, as were neceffarily allowed, and 
appeared proper to be continued; but which^ 
under the nabob's government, were not only- 
rated much higher, but had been blended under 
one confufed and almoft unintelligible title of 
Expences of theDiftrifts; fo joined, perhaps, to 
afford pleas and means of fecreting and appropri- 
ating great part of the revenues to other purpofes^ 
than fairly appeared; and certainly betraying the 
utmoft negleft and mifmanagement, as giving la» 
titude for every fpecies of fraud and oppreflion^ 
Such a fyftem has, in the few latter years of the 
nabob's neceffities, brought all his countries into 
that fituation, from which nothing bu.t the moft 
rigid oeconomy, ftrift obfervarlce of the condufl 
pf managers, and the moft conciliating attention 
Vol. IV. X to 
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to the rights of the inhabitants, c^n poffibly re^ 
cover them. 

It now only remains for us to lay before your 
lordfhip, &c. the inclofed ftatement of the fums at 
which the diftrifts lately advertifed have been let,* 
compared with the accounts of their produce deli- 
vered by the nabob, and entered on our proceed- 
ings of the 2 ift January. Likewife a comparative 
view of the former and prefent expences. 

The n^^bob's accounts of the produce of thefe 
dil^rifts fiate, 2^s we have fome reafon to think, the 
fums >vhich former renters engaged to pay to him 
(and which were feldom, if ever, made* good) and 
not the fums aftually produced by the diftrifts; yet 
we have the fatisf^ftion tp obferye, that the pre- 
fent aggregate rents, ypon an average, are equal 
to thofe accounts. Your lordfliip, &f: . cannot in- 
deed expeft, that, in the midft of the danger,, in- 
valion, and diftrefs, which affail the Carnatick 
,on every fide, the renters now appointed will be 
able at prefent to fulfil the terms of their leafes ^ 
but we trufl:, from the meafures we have taken, 
that very little, if any, of the actual coUe^ons 
will be loft, even during the war; and that on the 
return of peace and tranquillity, the renters will 
have it in their power fully to perform their re- 
fpective agreements. 

We much regret that the fituation of the Arcot 
province will not admit of the fame fettlement 

"which 
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1 

which has been made for the otl^er diteifts; but 
the enemy being in poffeffion of the capital, togcr 
ther with feveral other ftrong holds, and having ^ 
entirely defolated the country, there is little room 
to hope for more from it than a bare fubfiftence 
to the few g^rrifons we have left there. 

We fliall hot fail to give our attention towards 
obtaining every information refpefting this pro- 
vince, that the prefent times will permit ; and tp 
take the firft opportunity to propofe fuch arrange- 
jnents for the Hjianag^ment as we may think oil- 
gible* 

We have the honour to be 
Your moft obedient 

Humble feryants, 

^Charles Oakley y 
1 Eyies Irwin J 
<HallPlumery 
Fort St. George^ / David Haliburton^ 

Q,ph May J 1782^ ^George- Moubray, 

A trup copy, 

y. Hudlejlon, See, 
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TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 3^1 

APPENDIX, No. 5. 
Referred to from p. 278. 

CASE pf certain Perfons renting the affigned 
Lands under the authority of the EaftJndia 
Company. 

Extrad of a Letter from the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort St. George, 25th May, 1783. 

" ONE of them [the renters] Ram Chunder 
Raus, was indeed one of thofe unfortunate rajihs, 
whofe country, by being near to the territories of the 
nabob y forfeited its title to independence*; and be- 
came the prey of ambition and cupidity. This 
man, though not able to refill the company's arms, 
employed infuch a deed at the naboVs injiigation^ had 
ir^duftry and ability. He acquired, by a feries of 
fervices^ even the confidence of the nabob; who 
fufFered him to rent a part of the country of which 
he had depri^ved hinf of the property. This man had 
afforded no motive for his rejeftion by the nabob, 
but that of being ready to engage with the com- 
pany; a motive mofl: powerful inideed, but not to 
be avowed.** 

[This is the perfon whom the EngUfh inftru- 
ments of the nabob of Arcot have had the auda- 

Z 3 city 
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cky to cnarge with a corrupt tranfkftion with 
lord Macartney; and, in fuppbrt of that charge^ 
to produce a forged letter from his lordfhip's ftew^ 
ard. The charge and letter the reader may fee in 
this appendix, under the proper head^ It is at 
fcrted* by thd unfortunate prince above men- 
tioned, that the company firft fettled on the coaft 
of Coromandel under the protedion of one of his 
anceftors* If this be ti*ue (and it is far from un^ 
likely) the world muft judge of the return the 
defcendant has met with* The cafe of another of 
the vidims, given up by the miniftry, though 
not altogether fo ftriking as the farmer, is worthy^ 
of attention. It is that of the renter of the pro* 
vmce of Nellore.] 

** IT is with a wantonnefs of falfehood, and in* 
difference to dete6tio% afferted to you, in proof 
bf the validity of the nabob's objeBions, that this 
man's failures had already forced us to remove 
him; though in faft he has continued invariably 
in office; though our greatejifupplies have been re-, 
cei'vedfirom him; and that, in the difappointment 
of your remittances [the remittances from Ben^ 
gal] and of other refout-ces, the fpecie fent us from 
Nellore aUne has fometimes enabled us to carry on 
the publickbufinefs; and that thtprefent expedition 
againji the French muft, without /i6/,y affiftance from 
the affignment, have been laid afide, or delayed 
, until it might have become too late." 

[This 
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f This man is by the miniftry given over to the 
mercy of perfons capable of making charges on 
him, *' with a^wantonnefs of falfehood^ and indiffe- 
** rence to detection?* What is likely to happen to 
him and the reft of the viftims, may appear by the 
following] 

Letter to the Governour General, and Council, 
March 13th, 1782. 

*' THE fpeedy termination to which the people 
were taught to look, of the company's interference 
in the revenues, and the vengeance denounced 
againft thofe who, contrary to the mandate of the 
durbar, fiiould be conneded with them, as report- 
ed by Mr. Sulivan, may, as much as the former ex- 
aftions and oppreffions of the nabob in the reve- 
nue, as reported by the tommander in chief, have 
deterred fome of the fitteft men from offering to 
be concerned in it. 

" The timid difpofition of the Hindoo natives 
of this country was not hkely to be infenfible to 
the fpecimen of that vengeance given by his ex- 
cellency the amur, who upon the mere runiour 
that a Bramin, of the name of Appagee Row, had 
given propofab to the company for the renterihipi 
of Vellore, had the temerity to fend for him, and 
to put him in confinement. 

^^Jl man thus feized by the nabob's feapoys 
within the walls of Madras, gave a general alarm j 

Z4 and 
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and government found it neceffary to promife the 
protection of the company, in order to calm the 
apprehenfions of the people.**, 



APPENDIX, No. 6. 
keferred to from p. 307 — -312. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Council and Seleft 
Committee at Fort St. George, to the Goyer- 
nour General and Council, dated 25th May, 1 783. 

IN the profecution of our duty, we befeech you 
to confider as an ad of ftrid and neceffary juftice, 
previous to reiteration of your orders for the fur- 
render of the aflignment, how far it would be 
likely to affeft third perfons, who do not appear 
to have committed any breach of their engage- 
ments. You command us to compel our aumils 
to deliver over their refpeftive charges as fliall be 
appointed by the nabob, or to retain their truft 
under his fole authority, if he fhall chufe to con- 
firm them. Thefe aumils are really renters, they 
were appointed in the room of the nabob*s aumils, 
and contrary to his wiflies ; they have already been 
reje<^ed by him, and are therefore not likely to be 
confirmed by him. They applied to this govern- 
ment, in confequence of publick advertifemcnts 
in our name, as poffefl[ing in this inftance the joint 

authority 
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authority of the nabob and the company, and have 
entered into mutual and ftrid covenants with us, 
and we with them, relative to the certain diftrii^is 
not actually in the poffeffion of the enemy ; , by 
which covenants, as they are bound to the punc- 
tual payment of their rents^ and due management 
of the country, fo we, and our conftituents, and 
the publick faith, are in like manner bound to 
maintain them in the enjoyment of their leafes, 
during the continuance of the term ; that term 
was for five years agreeably to the words of the 
aflignment, which declare that the time of renting 
fhaU be for three or five years, as the governour 
fhall fettle with the renters. — Their leafes cannot 
be legally torn from them. Nothing but their 
previous breach of a part could juftify our breach 
of the whole J fuch a ftretch and abufe of power 
would indeed not only favour of the affumption of 
fovereignty, but of arbitrary and oppreffive def- 
pptifm. In the prefent conteft, whether the na- 
bob be guilty, or we be guilty, the renters are not 
guilty. Whichever of the contending parties has 
broken the condition of the affignmen^, the ren- 
ters have not broken the condition of their leafes. 
Thefe men, in conducing the bufinefs of the af- 
fignment, have afted in oppofition to the defigns 
of the nabob, in defpiteof the menaces denounced 
againft all who fliould dare to oppofe the mandates 
of the durbar juftice.' Gratitude and humanity 

require 
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require that provifion fhould be made by you, be- 
fore you fet the nabob*s minifters loofe on the 
country, for the ptoteclion of the vidims devoted 
to their vengeance. 

Mr. Ben field, to fecure the permanency of his 
power, and^the perfeftion of his fchemes, thought 
it neceffary to render the nabob an abfolute ftranger 
to the ftate of his affairs. He affured his highnefs, 
that full juftice was not done to the ftrength of his 
fcntixnents, and the kcennefs of his attacks, in the 
tranflations that were made by the company's 
fervants from the original Perfian of his letters. 
He therefore ^ropofed to him, that they fliould 
for the future be tranfroitted in Englilh.— :-Of the 
Englifli language or writing his highnefs, or the 
ameer, cannot read one word, though the latter can 
converfe in it with fufficient fluency. The Perfiatt 
language, as the language of the Mahommedail 
jconquerors, arid of the court of Delhi, as an appen- 
dage or fignal of authority, was at all times particu^ 
larly afiefted by the nabob: — it is the language of 
all afts of ftate, and all publick tranfacHons, among 
the muffiilrpan chiefs^ of Indoftan. The nabob 
thought to have gained no inconfiderable point, 
in procuring the correipondence from our prede- 
ceffors to the rajah of Tanjore to be changed from 
the Mafattah language, which that Hindoo prince 
underftands, to tlie Perfian, which he difclaims 
linderftanding. To force the rajah to the nabob's 

language. 
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language, was gratifying the latter with a new fpe- 
cies of fubferviency. He had formerly contended 
with confiderable anxiety, and it was thought no 
inconfiderable coft, for particular forms of addrefs 
to be ufed towards him in that language. But all 
of a fudden, in favour of Mr. Benfield, he quits 
his former affections, his habits, his knowledge, 
his curiofity, th^ increafing miftruft of age, to 
throw himfelf upon the generous candour, the 
faithful interpretation, the grateful return and 
eloquent organ of Mr. Benfield! — Mr. Benfield re»^ 
laUs and reads what be pleafes to his excellency the 
Ameer-ul-Omrab — his excellency communicates ivithth^ 
nabob his father^ in the language the latter underjlands. 
Through two channels fo pure^ the truth mufi arrive 
Hi the nabob in perfect refinement ; through this doubly 
trufi^ his highnefs receives whatever impreffion it may 
be convenient to make on him : he abandons hisfigna* 
ture to whatever paper they tell him contains ^ in the 
Englifl) language^ the fentiments with which they had 
infpired him. He thus is furroundtd on every fide. He 
is totally at their mercy ^ to believe what is not true, and 
to^fubfcribe to what he does not mean. There is m 
fyfiemfi) new, fi) foreign to his intentions , that they may 
not purfue in his name^ without pojfibility of detection : 
for they are cauiims of who approach him, and have 
thought prudent to decline, for him, the vifits of the go* 
^ernour, even upon the ufualfolemn and acceptable 
occafion of delivering to his highnefe |:he com- 

pany'^ 
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pany's letters. Such is the complete afcendency gained 
by Mr. Benjield. It may be partly explained by 
the fads obferved already fome years ago by Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, in regard to the nabob, of the 
infirmities natural to his advanced age, joined to 
the decays of his conftitution. To this afcendency, 
in proportion as it grew, muft chiefly be afcribed, 
if not the origin, at leaft the continuance and in- 
creafe, of the nabob's difunion with this prefiden- 
cy ; a difunion which creates the importance, and 
fubferves the refentments of Mr, Benfield; and an 
afcendency which^ if you effed the furrender of the 
ajfignment^ will intirely leave the exercife of power ^ and 
accumulation of fortune, at his boundlefs difcretion ; to 
him J and to the Ameer-^id^Omrah, and to Syed )Affam 
Cawny the ajjignment zuould in fad be furrendered. 
HE WILL (IF ANY) BE THE SOUCAR SECU- 
RITY ; and fecurity in this country is counterfecured 
by pojfejjion. Tou would not chufe to take the afftgn-^ 
mentfrom the company^ to give it to individuals. Of 
the impropriety of its returning to the nabob, Mr. 
Benfield would now again argue from his former 
obfervatrons, that under his highnefs's manage- 
ment, his country declined, his people emigrated, 
his revenues decreafed, and his country was rapidly 
approaching to a fl:ate of political infolvency. Of 
Syed Affam Cawn, we judge only from the obfer- 
vations this letter already contains. But'of the 
other two perfons [Ameer-ul-Omrah and Mr. Ben- 
field] 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 349 

field] we undertake to declare, not as parties in a 
caufe, or even as voluntary witneffes, but as exe- 
cutive offi9ers5, reporting, to you in the difchargc ' 
of our duty, and under the impreffion of the facred 
obligation which binds us to truth, as well as to 
jufticCji that, from every obfervation of their prin- 
ciples and difpofitions, and every information of 
their charader and conduft, they have profecuted 
projeds to the injury and danger of the company 
and individuals; that it would be improper to trujl^ 
and dangerous to employ them^ in any pubUck or impor* 
tant Jituation ; that the tranquillity of the Carnatick 
requires a rejlraint to the power of the ameer \ and 
that the company^ whofe fervice and protection Mr. 
Benfield has repeatedly and recently forfeited^ would 
be morefecure againjl danger and confufton^ if he were 
removed from their fever al prefidencies. 

TAfter the above folemn declaration from fo 
weighty an authority, the principal object of that 
awful and deliberate warning, inftead of " being 
" removed from the feveral prefidencies,*' is licenf- 
ed to return to one of the principal of thofe pre- 
fidencies, and the grand theatre of the operations 
on account of which the prefidency recommends 
his total removal. The reafon given is for the ac- 
commodation of that very debt which has been 
the chief inftrument of his dangerous practices, 
' and the- main caufe of all the confufions in the com- 
pany's government.] 

APPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No, 7. 
Referred to from p. ^84, and p. agu 

JExtrafts from the Evidence of Mr. Petrie, late 
Refident for the Company at Tanjore, given to 
the Sdeft Committee, relative to the Revenues ^ 
and State of the Country, &c, &c. 

9th May, 1782. 

WILXIAM PETRIE, Efq. attending according 
to order, was afked. In what ftation he was in the 
company's fervice ? he fiiid. He went to India in 
the year 1765, a writer upon the Madras eftablifh- 
ment; he was employed, during the former war 
with Hyder Ali, in the capacity of pay-mafter and 
commiflary to part of the arniy, and was after- 
wards paymafter and commiffary to the army in 
the firft fiege of Taiyore, and the fubfequent cam- 
paigns; then fecretary to the fecret depjurtment 
from 177a to 1775; he came to England in 1775, 
and returned again to Madras the beginning of 
J 778; he was refident at the durbar of the rajah 
of Tanjore frpm that time to the month of May; 
and from that time to January 1780 was chief 
of/ Nagore and Carrecal, the firft of which was 
received from the rajah of Tanjore, and the fe- 

cond 
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cond was taken from the French. — Being alked, 
Who fent him to Tanjore? he faid. Sir Thomas 

Rumbold, and the Secret Comn^ittee. Being 

then alkcd, Upon what errand? he faid, He went 
firft up with a tetter from the company to the ra- 
jah of Tanjore j he was dxreded to give the rajah 
the ftrongeft affurances that he Ihbuld be kept in 
poffeffioix of his country, and every privilege to 
which he had been reftored; he was likewife di- 
rected to negotiate with the rajah of Tanjore for 
the ceflion of the feaport and diftrift of Nagore, 
in lieu of tlie town and diftrift of Devicotta, which 
he had promifed to lord Pigot: thefe were the 
principal) and to the beft of his recpUeftion at pre- 
fent the only objefts in view, whei^ he was firft 
fent up to Tanjore. lu the courfe of his ftay at 
Tanjore other matters of bufinefc occurred be- 
tween the company and the rajah, which came 
under his management as refident at that durbar. 
Being alked. Whether the rajah did deliver up to 
him th.^ town and the annexed diftrids of Nagore 
voluntarily, or whether he was forced to it? he 
faid. When he made the firft propofition to the ra- 
jah, agreeable to the directions he had received 
from the fecret committee at Madras, in the moft 
free, open, and liberal manner, the rajah told him' 
the feaport of Nagore was intirely at the fervice 
of his benpfadors the company, and that he was 
happy in having that opportunity of teftifying his 
gratitude to them, thefe may be fuppofed to be 

word^ 
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words of courfe, but from every experience which' 
he had of the rajah's mind and conduct, whilft he 
was at Tanjore, he has reafon to believe that his 
declarations of gratitude to the company were 
perfectly fincere; he fpeaks of the town of Nagorc 
at prefent, and a certain diftrid, not of the dif- 
tricts to the amount of which they afterwards re- 
ceived. The rajah afked him, To what amount 
he expefted a jaghire to the company: And the 
witnefs further faid, That he acknowledged to the 

^ committee that he was not inftrufted upon that 
head; that he wrote for orders to Madras, and 
was direded to alk the rajah for a jaghire to a cer- 
tain amount ; that this gave rife to a long nego- 
tiation, the rajah reprefenting to him his inability 
to make fuch a gift to the company as the fecret 
committee at Madras feemed to expedj while he 
(the witnefs) on the other hand, was direfted to 
make as good a bargain as he could for the com- 

. pany. From the view that he then took of the 
rajah's finances, from the fituation of his country, 
and from the load of debt which preffed hard upon 
him, he believes he at different times, in his cor- 
refpondence with the government, rejirefented the 
neceffity of their being moderate in their demands, 
and it was at laft agreed to accept of the town of 
Nagore, valued at a certain annual revenue, and a 
jaghire annexed to the town, the whole amount- 
ing to 2,^0,000 rupees. — Pcing afked. Whether it 

/ did 
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Sd turn out £0^ valuaUe? he £tid, He had not a 

doubt but it would turn out more, as it was let 

for more than that to farmers at Madras, if they 

had managed the diftrids properly, iut they vjen 

Jirangers to the manners and cuftoms of the people ; 

when they came down ihef opprejfed the inhabitants^ 

and threw the who^ diftriS into cmfufioni the inha^ 

kitants^ many of them^ left the country^ and deferted 

the cultivation <f their lands j^ of caurfe the farmers 

were difappointed rf their colle£lionsy and they have 

Jince failed^ and the cov^a^y have hji a conjiderable 

part (fwhat the farmers, were to pay for the jaghire^ 

Being aiked, Who thefc fstrmers were? he faid. 

One of them was the renter of the St. Thome dif- 

triS:, near Madras, and the other, and the moft 

refponlible, was a Madras dubaih. — Being alked^ 

Who he was dubafh to? he faid, To Mr« CaiT'^ 

major/ 

Being afked,. Whether the leaie was made upon 
higher terms than the diftrid was rated to him by 
the rajah? he £ud^ It wasv^Being then aOced, 
What reafon was affigned why the difiridb was not 
kept under the former management by amildars, 
or let to perfons in the Tanjore coimtry acquainted 
with the diftrid?he fiud. No reafoi^s were af- 
ilgned: he was dire&ed from Madras to advertif^ 
them to be let to perfims of the country; but be^^ 
fore he received any propoial, he receivfed accounts 
that they were let at Madras in con&quence of 
Vol. IV. A a publick 
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puUick adrerdfisments which had been mad^ 
there: he beUeves, indeed^ there were 'very few 
men in thofe diftrids re^onfibk enough to have 
beoientrufted with the management of thofe lands^ 
Being aflted, Whether, at the time he was autho- 
rized to negotiate for Nagorein the place of De* 
vicotta, Deyicotta was given up to the rajah? he 
laid. No.— Being a&ed, Whether the rajah df 
Tanjore did not frequently defire that the di&ncb 
of Ame and Hanymantygoode iHould be reftored 
to him agreeable to treaty, and the company's 
orders to lord Pigot? he iaid. Many a time ; and 
he tranihiitted his reprefentations regularly to Ma- 
drasi-^Being then afked. Whether th<A places 
were reftored to him? he fitid. Not wHilc, he waa 
in India. , - 

Being afked,Whether he was not authorized and 
required by the prefidency at Madras to demand 
a Urge fum of money over and ^ihove the fom: 
lacks of pagodas that were to be annually paid by 
a grant of the rajah, made in the time, of lord 
Eigot? he laid. He was j to the amount, he be- 
lieves, of four lacks of pagodas, conunonly known 
by the name of depofit-money. — Being aflked. 
Whether the rajah did not frequently i*ead his 
inability to pay that mon^y ? hie faid. He did every 
time he mentioned it,, and complained loudly of 
the demand, — ^Being alked. Whether he thinks 
thofe complaints were well founded? he liiys,^He 

thinks 
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thinks the rajah of Tanjore was not Only rM in ^ 
flate of ability to pay the depofit^money, but that^ 
the annual payment of four lacks of pagodas wai, 
more than his fevenuescould aflford. — ^Being afked. 
Whether he was not frequently obliged to borrow 
money^ in order to pay the inftalments of the 
annual payments, and fuch parts as he paid of 
the depofit? he fiiid. Yes, he was. — Being alked^ 
Where he borrowed the money? he faid, He be- 
lieves principally from foucars or native bankers, 
andfome at Madras, as he told him.— Being alked^ 
Whether he told him that his credit was very 
good, and that he borrowed, upon moderate in- 
tereft? he find. That he told him he found great 
difficulties in raifing money, and was obliged to 
borrow at a moft exorbitant intereft, even fome of 
it at 48 per cent, and he believes not a great deal 
under it: hedefiredhim (tbewitnefs) to /peak t^om 
if the foucars or bankers at Tanjore^ to accommodate 
him with a loan of money \ that man fhewed him an 
account between him and the rajah^from which it ap* 
peared that he charged 48 per cent, beftdes compound 
w/^rg^.—— Being afked. Whether the fums due 
were large? he ii*id. Yes, they were confiderable; . 
though he does not recdled the amount. — ^^Being 
alked. Whether the banker lent the money? be 
£ud. He would npt, unleis the witnefs could pro- 
cure him payment of his old arrears. 
Beipg aiked, What notice did the government 
* A a 2 of 
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of Madras take of the ki«g of Tanjore's reprefen-* 
tfttions of the ftate of his affairs, and his inab^ 
Kty to pay? he faid, H^ does not recotteA that, in 
thw correfpondence with him, there wa^ any rea- 
foning upon the fubjed; and in his correspondence 
with Sir Thomas Rumbold, upon the amount of 
the jaghire, he feemed very defirous of adapting 
the demand of government to the tzjdk*^ drcum- 
ftances; but whilft he ftaid at Tanjore, the rajah 
Was not exonerated from any part of his burthens* 
-p-Bdngafked, Whether they ever defired the ra* 
jah to make up a ftatement of his actounts, dif^ 
burfementsy debts, and payments, to the comj^idy, 
in order to afcertain whether the country was able 
to pay the increafing demands upon it? he faid. 
Through him he is certain they never did« — Bdng 
iben aflced. If he ever heard whether they did 
through any one elfe? he fkid, He never did. 

Being afked. Whether the rajah it not bound to 
furnifh the cultivators of land with feed for their 
• crops, according to the cuftom of the countiry^? 
he fiud. The king $f Tanjore^ as proprietor rf the iand^ 
idways makes advances of money for feed fir the cul- 
tivation of the land^ — Being then afked. If mcHiey 
beyond his power of furnifhing ihould be extorted* 
' from him, might it not prevent, in the firft in- 
ftance, the means of cultivating, the country ? }s€ 
faid. It certainly does, he knows it for afail\ firt$^ 
be knows that w}?en he left the country there werefe* 

verat 
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^itetai di/ifi^s^ 'which viere uncultwau4frm ihflfcmjk. 
Being alke4, Wh^tli^r it is not necefl^ry to be 3t 
a confideraW^ ^xpenjce ifl ord^r jfo keep vp the 
mounds apd w^ter-wiirfes ? he faid, ^* wry emfi- 
jderabh one annmUy* — ^Bmg aiked. What wouU 
be the confequence if money flioiild £iil for thati 
be iiid. In tbefirfi ii^/imce tbt country would be fm^ 
fidlyfuppliedwitb waer^fim difiriSb would be mef^- 
flowed^ mid otbers vmdd be parched^rrrY^os^ aflcod. 
Whether there isniot a coniidelraide dam caUed the 
Anicut* on the kosping up of which the profpc- 
lity of the couAtry greatly dq>es^, and whidi 
requires % great esp^ce? he &idr ties, jth^e 13^; 
the whok of the T?n)ore country w adairably v(# 
XuppUed ivith water, nor ican be conceive any me* 
thod could be Men upon rnore }asjf^y^ adapted 
to the cultivation and proiperity of the country; 
but^ as the Anient is the (burce of that.pr^^ierity, 
any injury done to that mujl eflcntaaily afijpd all 
the other works in the country; it is a moft flxi* 
pendbus piece of mafonry; but from the very great 
floods frequently requiring repairs, which if nt^- 
gle£ied not only the expence of repairing mvift be 
greatly increafed, but a general injury done to 
the whole country .rm-Being afked> Whether that 
dam haa been kept |n as good preiervation fihoe 
the prevalence of the Englilh government as be* 
fore? heiaidy From his ovm knowledge he can* 
not teU, but from every thing helias read or heprd 

Aa3 of 
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t)f the former profperky and opulence ofthe kings 
of T^mjore, he ihould fuppofe not.-^Being alked, 
Whcthe? he does not know of fcveral attempts 
thlt have been made to prevent the rqpatr, and 
even to damage the work? he^dd^ I^ ra]2^ him- 
self frequently complained of that to him, and be 
has likewife heard it from others at Tanjore.-*^ 
Being alked. Who it was that attempted thofe ads 
^f violence? he iaid^ He was told it was the inha- 
bitants of the nabob's country adjoining to the 
Anicut;-^Being alkcd, Whether they were not fet 
on or inftigated by the nabob? he anfwered. The 
3^jah iaid £3.-^ And being aiked, What fieps the 
prefident aad council took to puniih the authors, 
and prevent thofe violences? he faid, To the beft of 
;his recoUeiSUon, the governour told him he would 
ipake inquiries into it, but he does not know that 
any ipquiries were made: that Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold, the gc^ernour, informed him that he had 
laid his rqpreffibtations with reipect to the Anient 
before the nabob, who denied that his people had 
given any interruption to th$ repair^ of that work, 

ipth May, 
. Being alked^ Wh^t he thinks the real dear re* 
ceipt of the revenues of Tanjore ^erc worth when 
he left it? he &id. He cannotiay what was the net 
amount, as he does not know the expence of the 
ralah's colle&ion, b^t wfailie h9 l^raa at Tapjore he 

vnderftood 
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"Undcrftobd from the rajah himfelf, and from his 
mimfters, that the grofs colkdHon did not exceed 
nine lack of pagodas^ (36o,oool.).~Being' afked. 
Whether he thinks the country could pay the 
eight lacks of pagodas which had been demanded 
to be paid in the courfe of one year? he fiiid, 
<31early not.*-*Being afked. Whether there was 
not an attempt made to remove the rajah's minif- 
ter, upon fome delay in payment of the depofit ? 
he faid. The governour of Madras wrote to that 
effeft, which he reprfefcnted to the rajah; — Bsing 
alked, Who was mentioned to fucceed to the mi- 
nifter that then was, in cafe he fliould be removed? 
he faid. When Sir Heftpr Munro came afterwards 
toTanjore, the old daubiere was mentioned, and 
recommended to the rajah as fucceflfor to^his then 
dewan. — ^Being afked. Of what age was the dau«» 
biere at that time? he faid. Of a very great age, 
upwards of fourfcore.^ — Being alked, Whether a 
perfon called Kanonga Saba Pilla was not likewifc 
named? he faid, Yes, he was, he was recom* 
mended by Sir Thomas Rumbold; and one re., 
compiendation, as well as I can recoUcft, went 
through me* — ^Bdng alked, What was thfe reafoQ 
of his being recommended? he faid. He under- 
took to pay off the rajah's debts, and to give fe- 
curity for the regular payment of the rajah's in^ 
ftalments to the company.— Being afked. Whether 
he <^ered to give any fecurity for prefcrving the 
Aa4 . country 
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country (xom o|iprcffiop» and for fupporting tkt 
dignity of the rajah and hjU people? he ^d. He 
does not know that he did^ en: that it was ajQ^ed 
of him-— Being afkcd, Whether he was a pcribn 
agreeable^ to the rajah? he feid. He was not.— 
Being alked. Whether he was not a perfon who 
had fled out of th^ country to avoid the refent- 

meait of the rajah? he f;iid. He w^^. B^ng 

a&ed^ Whether he was not charged by the r^ah 
with mal-pradices, and breach of trufi: relative to 
Jbis efFecfa? he faid. He wap; but he tpjd the go- 
yernour that he would account for his (:ondu6):^ 
and explain every thing to the fetisfadion of the 
rajah* — Being afl;:ed, Whether the rajah did not 
coniider this man 3^3 iu the iqtereftof hisenen^ies^ 
and particularly of thcj nabob of Arcot apd Mrv 
Benfield ? he faid. He does not recoUecfc that he did 
mention that to him; herememb^s to have heard 
him complain of a traniaddon betwe^c^ JCanong^ 
Saba Pilla and Mr* Benfidd j but he told hin^ he had 
been guilty of a variety of mal-pradices in his ad^ 
miniftration, that he had oppreffed the people^^ 
and defrauded^him^— ^Being ^cd^ In whu branch r 
of bufinefs thp rajah had fbrmeriy employed him? 
hie faid, He was at one time^ he believes, renter of 
thVwhole country, was fuppofed to havegr^t in* 
fiuence with the r^ah, and was in iz& dew^n £>mc 
time.— Bcmg afked. Whether the npi^ination of 
that man was^not p^trticularly odious tp the rajah^ 
' ' * ' he 
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fce faW, He found the nph^i mind (b cxce^in^jr 
averfe to t|iat man, thjit he bcUev^s he would ^ 
moft as fbon have fubmitted to his being depofed; 
4s to fubmit to the jQotnination of that man to be 
Im prime miniften 

13th May, 
MR. PETRIE ban^ afeed. Whether he was m^ 
formed by the rajah, or by others, at Tanjorc or 
JVIadras, that Mr. Benfield, whilft he managed the 
revenues at Tai»jorc, during the ufiirpation of the 
nabob, did not treat the inhabitants with ^great 
xigbur ? he iaid, He did hear from the rajjaib^ tl^t 
Mr. Behfidid did treat the inhabitants with rigour 
during the time he had any thing to do with the 
adminiftration of the Revenues of Taj^jorc.— Being 
a&ed. If he recollects in what particulgriJ? he faid. 
The rajah particularly complained, that graift had 
been delivered ►out to the inhabitants, for the 
purpofcs of cultivation, at a higher pric6 than the 
market price of grain in the country; he ca;diH)t 
fay 'the aftual diflfercnce of price, but it fbruck 
him at the time as fbmething very coniiderable. 
—Being aiked, Whether that money was all re^^ 
covered from the inhabitants? he Aid, the rajah 
of Tanjore told him, that the money was all 
recovered from the inhabitants*— Being afked, 
Whether he did not hear that the nabob exa^je4 
from the country of Tanjore, whilft he was in 

poffeflion 
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poflfedioa of it? he faid. From the accounts whici. 
he received at Tanjore, of th^ revenues for a num- 
ber of yeirs paft, it appeared, that the nabob col- 
led^ from the counti^,,whik he was in poiTet 
fion, rather more than 16 lacks of pagodas annu- 
ally; whereas when he was at Tanjore, it did not 
yield more than 9' lacks.— Being alked. From 
whence that difference arofe? he faid. When Tan-- 
jorc was conquered for the nabob, he has been 
tdd that many thoufiind of the native inhabitants 
fled from the country, fome into the country of 
Myfore, and others into the dominions of the 
Marattas; heimdcrftood from the fanje authority, 
that while the nabob was in pofleflion of the coun- 
try, many inhabitants from the Camaticfc, allured 
by the fuperiour fertility and opulence of Tanjore, 
and encouraged by the nabob, took up their re* 
fidence there, which enabled the nabob to culti- 
vate the whole countty; and. Upon the reftoratioa 
of the rajah, he has heard that the Carnatick in* 
habitants were carried back to their own country, 
wkich left a confiderable bfcmk in the population, 
which was not re-placed while he was there, prin* 
cipally owing to an opinion which prevailed 
through the country, that the rajah's government 
was not to be permanent, but that another revo* 
lution was fall approaching. During the nabob'3 
government, ttie price of grain was confiderably 
higher (owing to a very unufual fcarcity in thiQ 

Carnatick) 
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ClMitaUdc) than nvhen he "was in Tanjorc-^Bdng 
.nflced^ Whether he was evcrin the Marawar coun- 
try? hefaid. Yes; he was commiflEiry to the anhy 
in that expedition.— ^Being aiked^ Whether that 
country was much wafted by the war? he iaid^ 
' Plun<^r was not permitted to the army, nor did 
the country fuSer from its operations, «xcq>t in 
caufing n^any thoufands of the inhabitants who 
had been employed in the cultivation of the 
country, to leave i!t.-»^Being aiked. Whether be 
knows what is done with the pdace and inhaU- 
tants of Ramnaut? he laid. The town was taken 
by ilorm, but not plundered by the troops; it was 
immediately deHvefed- up to the nabob's, eldeft 
ion. Being afked. Whether great riches were not 
iuppofed to be in that palace and temple ? he £ud. 
It was univerfaUy believed fo* — Being aiked. What 
account was ^ven of l;hem? he find. He csumdt 
tell; everv thing renudned in the poffefiiou of the 
nabob.— rBeing aiked. What became of the chil- 
^iren and women of the family of the prince of 
that country? heiaid. The rajah was a minof; 
the government was in the hands of the ranny^ 
•bis mother; from genend report he has hiard 
they were carried to Trichinopoly, and {daced in 
confinement theire.-— Being aiked. Whether he 
perceived any difference in the hicc of the Csljcsu^ 
tick when he firft knew it, and when he h&lpM^r 
It? he iaid. He thinks he did, particularly in ilk 

population. 
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populationv^T-Being aflccd; WhirtW it was bctfer 

or worfe? he feid. It ww not fo pc^uJous-r-Beb^ 

3lked» What is. the coodkicn of the nabob's d4cft 

fon? he iMdy He wasio the Bbck Town o£ Ma* 

dras, when he left the country.— Being a&cd» 

Whether he waa enterteiaed there in a manner 

fbttabie Aq hi$ birth and ei^pe^atio]^? he &jdf 

<No; he lived ther« ^tholrt any of thisrfe e3«tej?iQr 

jDarks of ffdendoiir which princes of hk rank in 

India are p^icularly fead of.-^Being aiked» 

Whether he has not heaicd that his apyointmeiUs 

were poor andi mean? he faid. He ha& heard that 

they were not ^iqual to his rank and ea^pi^atiqEu;* 

«p^Bdng a&cd. Whether he had any fluure intte 

government? he ia^. He beKeVes nojie; tor ikm^ 

year& paft the nabob has delisted moft .of the 

|)owei;s of government to his iecond fon^rrrBetiig 

alked. Whether the. rajah did not con^in to hkn 

ci the behaviour of Mn Benfield to him£d£ per- 

ibnalfy} and what were .th^ particulars? he ikid. 

He did ipy and ord^ed to him the foUowing parti- 

^adarsc Abovt fifteen, day^ a£ber lord Fi^^s iCon- 

,fineaaentv Mr. Benfidd came^to Tanjore, and de- 

Slivered the jrajah two letters from the then gover- 

nour^ lifr. Stx;atton5 cnxe puhlick^' and the odier 

private; be demanded an immodEiate lacccHmt io£ 

die prefehts whidv had been xnado torlordHgot^ 

*yayment o£ the tuiikahs^ which he (Mn. Brmfirid) 

Jiad received from the nabib upon tM eoujatry; 

and 
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and thftt tti6 f^ah ftotdd cmly write fuch letters to 
the Msidras govertiment as Mr. Befifield Ihotild ap- 
prove^andgiveto himt the rs^ah anfwered^that he 
did not ^cknowleidge the valkfity of any demands 
made by the nabob upon the cduntryj that thofe 
tunkahs related to accounts which he (the rajah) 
had no concern withj that he never had given 
lord Kgot any prefents, but lord Pigot had given 
him many; and that, as to his correfpondence 
with the Madras goveirmnent, he would not trouble 
M)r. Benfield) becauie he would write his letters 
himfelf.r-*That the rajah told the witnefs, that by 
i^fon of this anf^er he was much threatened, in 
confeqUence of which hd defired colonel Harper, 
\*ho th^n cotnmiinded at Tanjore, to be prefent at 
his next interview widi Mr. Bcnfield; whin Mn 
Benfield denied m^any parts c^ the preceding con-^' 
ver£ition, Ind threw the blarn^ upon his inter- 
preter Comroo. When Mr. JBenfield found (as 
the rajah informed him) that he could not carry 
tfaefe points/ which had brought him to Tanjore^ 
he prepared to fet off for Madras; that the rajah 
fent him a letter which he had drawn out^ in an« 
fwer to one which Mr. Benfield had brought him ; 
thftt Mr. Benfield difapproved of the anfwet, and 
returned it by Comroo to the durbar, who did 
not deliver it into the rajah's hands, but threw it 
i^n the ground, and expreffed himfelf improperly 
tebim. 

Being 
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Being aftted. Whether it w?i at the long bH 
T^njore's defirc^ that fiich perfons as Mr* Benfiidd 
and Comroo had been brought into his prefcncc? 
he iaid. The rajah told him, that when lord Pigot 
iSune to Tanjore, to reftore him to his dominions, 
Coniroo» without being, fent for, or defired to 
come to the palace, had found means to get accefs 
to his perfon j he made an ofier of introducing 
Mr* Benfield to the rajah, which he declined. — 
' Being afked. Whether the military officer com- 
manding there protected the irajah from the in* 
trufion of fuch people? he faid. The rajah did not 
tell him that he called upon the military officer to 
prevent thefe intrufions; but that he deQred co- 
lonel Harper to be pre^t as a witne& to what 
might pais between him and Mr. Benfield. — ^Bdng 
aiked. If it is ufual for perfons of the conditions 
and occupations of Mr. Benfield and Comroo to 
intrude themfelves into the prefence of the princes 
of the qountry, and to treat them with fuch free- 
dom? he faid. Certainly it is not ; leis there than 
in any other country. — ^Being alked. Whether the 
king of Tanjore has no minifters to whomappKi 
cation might be made to tranfadt fuch bufinefs as 
Mr. Benfield and Comroo had to do in the coun- 
try? he faid. Undoubtedly; his minifter is the 
perfon whofe province it is to tranlad that bufi- 
nefs.— Being aflced. Before the invafion 6{ the 
Britiih troops into Tanjore, what would have 

been 
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been tfaecoolipquence^ if Mr. Benfield bad intruded 
himfelf into the nijah's prefence^ ^md behaved ia 
that manner? he faid^ .He could not fay what 
would hftve been the confequence; but the at^ 
tempt would have been madnefs, and could no( 
^ve happened. — Being alked, Whether the rajah 
md not particular exceptions to Comroo^ an4 
thought he had betrayed him in veryeflential 
pointa? he faid^ Tes^ he had. — Being alked^ Whe«- 
^her the rajah has not been apprized that thecom* 
pany have made ftipulations;, that their fervants 
fliould not interfere in the concerns of his govern* 
ment? he iaid. He iignified it to the rajah, that it 
was the company's pofitive orders, and that any 
of their fervants^ £6 interfering would incur their 
hi^heft diiplcafure. 



APPENDIX, No. 8. 
Referred to from p. 990, &c 

CommiiHoners amended daufes for the Fort St. 
George difpatch, relative to the indeterminate 
rights and pretenfions of the nabob of Arcot, 
and rajah of Tanjore. 

IN our letter of the 38th January lafi, i;^e fiated 
the reafonabl^ds of our expectation that certaiii 

contributions 
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<^onttibuti6tis towards the expences of the war, 
&auld be made by the rs^ah of Tanjof e. Since 
Writing that, letter, we have received one from 
the rajah, of the 15th <rfOdober hA, which con- 
tains at kngth his reprefentations of his inability 
, to make fnch further payment. We think it im* 
jieceffary here to difcufe whether thefe reprefenta- 
tions are or are not exaggerated, becaufe, from 
the explanations we have giytn of out wifhcJS for 
a new arrangement in future, both with the na* 
bob of Arcot, and the rajah of Tanjore, and the 
direftions we have given you to carry that arrange- 
mejit into execution, we think it impofitick to in* 
fift upon any demands upon the rajah for the ex- 
fences of the late ,waf, beyond the fum of four 
lacks of pagodas annually; fuch ^ demand might 
tend td interrupt the harmony which fhould pre- 
vail between the company and the rajah, and im- 
pede the great objefts of the general fyft^m we 
have already fo fully explained to yo\i. 

But although it is not our c^nion that any fur- 
ther claim fhould be made on the rajah, for his 
&arc of the extraordinary expences of the late 
War, it is by no means our intention in any man- 
ner to affect the jufl claim which the nabob has on 
the raj^h for the arrears due to him on account of 
pefliculh, for the regular payment of which we 
became guarantee by the treaty of 1761; bu| we 
have already expreffed to you oiir hopes that the 
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nabob may be induced to allow thefe arrears and^ 
the growing payments, when due, to be received 
by the company, and ■ carried in difcharge of his 
debt to us. You are at the fame time to ufe every 
means to convince him, that when this debt Ihali 
be difcharged, it is our intention, as we are bound 
by the above treaty, to exert ourfelves to the ut- 
moft of our power to infure the conftant and re- 
gular payment of it into his own hands. 

We obferve, by the plan fent to us by our go- 
vernour of Fort St. George, on the 30th October, 
1 78 1, that an arrangement is there propofed, for 
the receipt of thofe arrears from the rajah|> in three 
years. 

We are unable to decide how far this propofal 
may be confiftcnt with the prefent ftate of the ra- 
jah's refources ; but we direft you to ufe all pro- 
per means to bring thefe arrears to account a^ibon • 
as poffible, confiftcntly with a due attention to this 
confideration. 

Clauses H. 

You will obferve, lihat by the 3Sth feftion of 
the late aft of parliament, it is enafted, that for 
fettling upon a permanent foundation the prefent 
indeterminate rights of the nabob of Arcot and 
the rajah of Tanjore, with refped to each other, 
we fhould take into our immediate confideration 
the faid indeterminate rights and pretenflons, apd 
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take; and (m?fwB,|l|cb meafuK^ as in our judgjtoeofc 
and difcretion £[^9iU b^ beft.cakulated to afcertaia 
and |5^tle the fi^mi accordiiJig to the principles^ 
and the termSi and ilipidations contained in the; 
treaty of 176$!, between the laid nabob and the 
f|dd rajah* ^ 

. On ^ r^roipcft of the proceedings traniinittcdf 
to 11$ from your prefidency> on the fubjed of the 
difpntes which have heretofore arifen between the 
nabob and th^ rajah, we find the. following points; 
remain unadjufted, viz* 

ift« Whether the jaghire of Arnee IhaH be en- 
joyed by the nabob, or delivered up either to the* 
rajah, or the defcendants' of Tremaul Row^ the 
late jaghiredar. 

ad. Whether the fort and diftrid of Hanaman* 
tagoody^, which is admitted by both parties to be 
within the Mar^war, oughtr to be pojOfeffed by th« 
nabob, or to be delivered up by him tp the rajiah. 

3d. To whom the government fliare of the crop 
of the Tanjore country, of the year 1775-6, pro- 
perly belongs. 

r Jiaftly. Whether the rajah has a right, by uiage- 
and cuftom, or ought, frx^m the neceffity of the 
cafe, to be permitted to repair fuch part of the 
Anicut, Or dam and banks of the Cavery, as Ee* 
M^thin the difkict of Trichinopoly, and to tako- 
fearth and fknd in the Trichinopoly territory, for 

■ th^ 
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the repairs of the dam ahd banks within either ot 
bothofthofediftrifts. 

In order to obtjdn a complete knowledge of 
.the fafts and circumftaiices relative to the ifeveral 
points in difpute, and how far they are connefted 
with the treaty of 1762; we have with great cif* 
cumipeftion examined into all the materials be- 
fore us on thefe fubjefts, and will proceed to ftatc 
to you the refult of our inquiries anddelibera« 
tions* 

The objefts of the treaty of 1762 appear to bfe 
reftriaed to the arrears of tribute to be paid to 
the nabob for his paft claims, and to the quantum 
of the rajah's future tribute or pefhcufh; the can-i 
telling of a certain bond given by the rajah's fa- 
ther to the father of the nabob ; the confirmation 
to the rajah of the diftriAs of Coveladdy and 
Elangaud, and the reftoration of Tremaul Row 
to his jaghire of Arnee, in condefcenfion to the 
rajah's requefl, upon certain ftipulations, viz. 
That the fort of Arnee and Doby Gudy fhould 
be retained by the nabob ; that Tremaul Row 
ihould not ered^ any fortrefs, wallfed pagoda, or 
t)ther ftrong hold, nor any wall round his dwet 
ling^houfe; 6c.ceeding eight feet high, or two feet 
thick i aiid fhould in all things behave himfelf 
with due obedieiace to the government; and that 
he fhbuld pay yearly, in the month pf Jnly, unto 
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t^e nabob' or his fucceflbrs, the fym of ten thou* 
fand rupees, the rajah thereby becoming the fecu- 
rity for Tremaul Row, that he ihould in all things 
demeaa and behave himfelf accordingly j and pay 
yearly the ftipulated fum. 

Upon a review of this treaty, the only point 
now in difpute, which appears, to us to be fo im* 
mediately connefted with it, as to bring it within 
the ftrifl: line of our duty to afcertain and fettle, 
according to the terms and ftipulations of ,the 
treaty, is that refpefting Arnee. Fot although the 
other points enumerated may in fome refpeds 
have a relation to that treaty, yet as they are fo- 
reign to the purpofes expreffed in it, and could 
not be in the contemplation of the contra^^Hng 
parties at the time of making it, thofe difputes 
cannot in our comprehenfipn fall within the line 
of defcription of rights and pretenfions to be now 
^afcertained and fettled by us, according to any of 
the terms and ftipulations of it. 

In reiped to the jaghire of Arnee, we do not 
find that our records afford us any fatisfaftory in^ 
formation by what title the rajah claims it, or 
what degree of relationftiip or connection has fub- 
fifted between the rajah and the killidar of Arnee, 
fave only that by the treaty of 1762 the former 
became the lurety for Tremaul Row*s Mrfonnance 
of bis engagements fpecified therein, as the. cqndir 
tions for his . reftoration to that jaghire; on the 
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TO THE PHECEDINO SPEECH. 373 . 

death of Tremaul Row we perceive that he was - 
focceeded by his widow, and , after her death, by 
his grandfon Seneewafarow, both of \&hom were 
admitted to the jaghire by the nabob. 

From your minutes of confultation of the 31ft 
OcVober, 1770, and the nabob's letter to the pre- 
lldent, of the 21ft March, 1771, and' the two let- 
ters from rajah Beerbur, Atchenur Punt (who, 
we prefume, was then the nabob's manager at Ar- 
CDt) of the 1 6th and i8th March, referred to in 
the nabob's letter, and tranfmitfed therewith to 
the prefident, we obferve that, p^eviotts to the 
treaty of 1762, Mr. Pigot concurred in the expe- 
diency of the nabob's taking poffefljon of this 
jaghiffe, on account of the troublefome and refrac- 
tory behaviour of the Arnee braminees, by their 
affording proteftion to all difturbers ; who, by 
reafoB of the little diftance between Arhee and ' 
Arcot, fled to the former, and were there pro- 
tcfted, and not given up, though demanded. 

That though the jaghire was reftoied in 1762, 
it' was done under fuch conditions and reftriftions 
as y^re thought beft calculated to preferve the 
peace and good order of the place, and due obe- , 
dience to government. 

That neverthelefs the braminees (quarrelling 
among themfelves) did afterwards, in exprefs vio- 
lation of the treaty, enlift and aflemble many thou- 
fand fepoys, and other troops ; that they erefted 
B b 3 ^ gaddios, 
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gaddles, and other finall forts, provided ^themi* 
felyes with wall pieces, foiall guns, and othier war** 
like ftores, and raifed troubles and difturbances in 
the neighbourhood oiF the city of Arcot, and the 
forts of Arnee, and Shaw Gaddy; and that finally 
they imprilbned the hircarrahs of the nabob,' fent 
with his letters and inftruftions, in purfuance of 
the advice of your board^^tp require certain of t^^ 
braipinees to repair to the nabol) at Chepauk, an4 
though peremptorily rp^uir^d to repair thithear, 
paid no regard to thol^, or to any other ordew 
ftonni the circar. 

By the 13th article conj;ained in the inftyuAionJi 
l^vpn by th^ nabob to Mr^ Dupre, as the bafiiji for 
pegotiating the treaty made with the rajah iu 
1771, the nabob required that the Arne^ diftri^ 
JDhppId be delivered up tp the cijrcar, becaufc the 
br^inees had broken the i^qpditiops which they 
w:ere tohave pbferved. Jr .the anfwers given by 
the rajah tp thefe prppe^tipp^, he fay^ ^* I am tQ 
^ jgiye up to the circar tfee jaghire diiirift of Ar- 
^^neej'^ jin^ Pfl[the 7tl^pf Jf/pyepiber, i77^> tb^ 
rajal^, by Iptfer tp J5efxeew?i<aiX)\p, whp appears by 
your cepfu);a(ipns ^nd cpimtry coirrefpondenc? to 
have been the grandfon of TFema^l Row, and to 
* have t>^e)a pjit in ppffeffipp .of the jaghfCje atypiir 
recommendation (611. the de^h pf his gra^pdnw)* 
^her) wr^es, acqua^ntiiig him^ that he had. given 
Ihe Jiffk^c CQijintry then; ip hi$ {Seneewaiarow's) 
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^&)ffiot!^^^6 iiaBoH lo^whofe autnildaH Se* 
neewafarow was to defiver up the pdflfeffion of the 
country; And in your litter to ^s df the iffth 
February^ 1772^ yoti certified the dilfeWl of AfAee 
to be iinfecof the countries acquired Ti^ this ttt^ify 
fknd to be of the dftimated value of fwo I^kd 8f 
ffupees pet annuni. / r '" -' ' '^ 

In our orders, d^aed the isrtfh 'Aprils i7;^5, i^vfe 
declared our determination to replace the rajs^ 
VLp^n «the throne of his ancetfoxs, upon certain 
iterms an^d conditions, to be a^eed upon for the 
mutttalbenefit of himfelf attid the cofti'pany, \(^ith- 
tmt infringing tlie rights of the nabob* Wef de- 
darddpthajt our faith ftood pledged by the treaty 
of 1 76 A, tb t)btai^ payment of the rajah's tribute 
*o tHi liabob^ and that fsr the dhfuring'fucH pay- 
merit ^tlic fort of Tanjore Ihould be gdrrifoned by 
^ur troops.' We dire&ed rfiat yo\i ftiould pay no 
iregatd to the krtkle ^of the treaty of 1 77 1 , M^hith 
re^ifeftcd' tJie aKcnation of part .of £He xajah's do- 
miiitoh^; »arid we dedired, that if xhc nabob Jba4 
not at |aft title to thofe territories b^ore the con- 
clufioh of the treaty, We denied tjia* he obtained 
any right thereby, except fuch teitiporary foyc- 
telgrtty,'for fecuring the payment ^of his e:^encesj> 
as Is^thierein mentioned. * 

Thefe infttuftions appear to have been executed 

iri the "itrohth of April, 1 776 ; and by your letter 

iof the r^tli May following, you certified to us, that 
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. the rajah had been p^t into the pofleilioa of the 
.whole country his fa^iher held in 1762^ when the 
treaty was cpndi|ded wit]^ the nabob; but yire do 
not ^nd that you c^ime to any refolution either 
^t^ccdcfiit pr &bfequent to this advi^^ther fw: 
gi|e{lionii)g or igipeaching t|ie right of the us^bpb 
to the fovereignty of Arnee, or expreffiveof any 
4pubt of h|^ ti^e to it. Neverthdels we find, that 
althpugh the board paffed no fuch refolution, yet 
your prefidpnt, in his letter ^o the nabob, of the 
j^oth July, and a4th Auguft, called upon his high- 
,nefs to give up the poffeffion of Arnee to the 
.rajah^i and the rajah himfelf, in feveral letters to 
us, particularly in thpfe of 21ft Oftober, 1776, 
and the Ttl^ of June, 1777, pcpreffed hjs e:^p?clji- 
tion of our ord^s for delivering up that for |:? and 
:^iftria tq]ujii j and fo recently as the 15th :of Oc- 
tober j 1783, he reminds us of his former applica- 
tion> and ftate?, that the country of Arnee being 
guaranteed to hiin by the; company, it of courfe 
is his right ; bu^: that it hjis not b^en given, up to 
hin^, aiid he thereforeearneftly entreats our or- 
td^rs for putting him into the poffeffion of it. We 
aljb obferve by your letter of the 14th of Qi^ober, 
2 77gf, that the rajah had not then accounted for 
the nabob's pefhcufti fince his reftoration, but had 
affigned a$ a reafbn for his withdrawing it ^ that 
the nabob had retained from him the difiri<El of 
Arnee, with a certain other diftrict (^anLaln^nta- 
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goody) which is made the fubjeft of another part 
of our prefent difpatches. 

We have thus ftated to you the reftilt of our en- 
quiry into the grounds of the difpute relative to 
Araee; and as the refearch has offered no €vi- 
deiic^ in fupport of the rajah's claim, nor evert 
any lig^s whereby we can difeovcr in what de- 
gree of rdationihip, by confanguinity, cafty ot 
Other circumfiances, the rajah nowihuids, or for- 
merly flood, with the Idllidar of Arnce^ or the 
nature of his connexion with, or command ovef; 
that diftrid, or the authority he exercifed or af- 
fomcd po'evious to the treaty of 1771, wc ihould 
think ouxfeives highly reprebenfible in complying 
with the rajah's requeft; and the morefo, as it is ^ 
cxprefely ftated, in the treaty of 176^?, tjiat this 
ibrt and -diftrift were then in the^pNoffefllowjof the 
nabob, as wdl afe the. perfon of the jag^iixedar, on 
account of his difobedience, and were feftbrbctliim 
hy the nabob, in condcfenfion to the rajtih'i^re- 
iqueft, upon fuch terms an^ ftipulationft' a& douhi 
not, in our judgment, have' been impofed by thfc 
one, or fubmitted to by the other, if the fovc- 
reignty of the one, or the dependency of the 
other, had .been at that time a nutter pf dpubt. i 

Although thefe materials have not furailhed usr 
with evidence in fupport of the rajah's d^m,they 
are far«from fatisfadory, to evince the jufBce of,' 
pr the ppliti^al neceffity for, the nabob's continu- 
ing 
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tug to trttMiold ibc faghire from.theide^cerKlantt 
of Tremaul Row; his heJ-cditary right to that 
|aghire kcvt}^ to^m t^ havd beea l&jlly recognifed 
l)y the ftipulations of the treat^jr of 1762^ and fo 
^Ue doubted^ tfc»c on his death, his widjDw was 
adsaitted.by the nabob to hold it, on aocount, ag 
m^y be/prcfumed, of the nons^ of his gnmdfoQ 
«L9d heir9 , Seneewafai^w^ who appein to have 
beai. conficmedin the jaghire, on he^ dsath, hj 
the oabxdb, a^L tibe ilimalhpx and fUcceffw to his 
grandfethcK.- 

Wit&irefjttd to I^Eieewafarow^ it 4oGd hot ap«- 
|>ear, by a^yppf the proceedings^ in oar pofleffion^ 
that faci'v^afl eimcocBBixl in the mifoondiufb of the 
bramkiecB, icomplmned of by the nabob ki the 
year ij^o, which rendered it neceffary fbjr hi$ 
highne& to take the jaghire into his owh:faands9 
or ^habJie iwa^ privy to» orooold have presented 
thbfif^diftiirbances* 

) iWfi.lihcrcfore diixft, that If the hciir of Tret 
|ria«ii}Biow is not ,at prdentin poffeffion of the 
jaghiye, and has nbt^ by ,any idolajtion ojf the 
trratJy, or ad; of' difobedience,i incurred a forfeit 
ture thercof, he be forthwith reftored to the pof^ 
{ciBxmtii it^ according to the terms "^nd ftipulair 
tiorts of the treaty of iy^2. But if any powerful 
motive oft r^ard to the peace and tranquillity of 
tl^ Ciriiiticfclhall in your judgment render it ex- 
ped^mtafufpend the e:^ecution of thefe orders^ 
^; ri in 
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tranXfiHt; to ua your proceedings^I|ie^ei|ipon, witl^ 
the^ full (late of the iSai^s».2uaKl of the re^n& which 
have acb«ated yomr conduft^ ' . ^ - • 

Wehavp before -give^it as oujr ©pimpn that Aa 
fti|nUatiens of the treaty of 176a dq fi§t apply* to 
thepoiirts-remainixlg to ho dccided.ijrBfetutfee.lato 
aft of parliament having, from, the natwr^ of o^^^ 
comieftion with the twopOfwcijs ih.the Ctonajtick, 
pointed out thcjexiJ^dicncy, and ^evfin- tteceflityg^ 
of fettling the feireral matticrs in difpute betjyeeq 
them, by a fpccdy' and permanent arrangement;* 
we now proceed to giTieyou our inftrihftione apQli» 
the.feverid <otther heads of' difputea before enume- 
rated, ' .V- ::;::.'', . ''^v .>'/-" -^'J 

With, refpeft to the fort dnd diftrift of Uan^» 
mantagoody, we oh&rve that on the reftof atioa. 
of the rajah in 1776, you informed us in your.lu^ri 
ter of the 14th of May— ^^ That the rajah, had 
*^. been put iatd pofBsflioaof the whole^of th^coun- 
*^ t;ry.his fether held in 1762 when the treaty W9S 
*' conblud^di with : the nabob;'* and onl^fe 2i5th 
of June you came to the rdfohitioB of putting the- 
rajah into^pofleflion of Hknamanta^oody, on the 
ground of itt appearing) cm reference to tl^ na- 
boh*s inftru^ons tOiMn Dupre in June, 1762^ 
to his replay and to the rajah's reprefentations q£* 
25th Marchb 1771 ; that Hanamantagoody was 
•at^aJJyJn the hands of .the late rajah at the tim?,, 
' - ^ of 



Digitized by 



Google 



J80t ** AtPZHBIXyi^. 8. 

bf makiBg the treaty of 1 76 !i. Wc hare referred 
as well to th6fc papers as to all the other proceed- 
ings on this fuljeA, and muft confefs they fall' 
very fliort of dcmonftrating to 11s the truth of that 
faft. And wc^^firtd, by the feeret confultarions of 
Fort WiBiam, of the 7th of Auguft, 1776, that 
the fame diyubt was entertained by our :govemour 
general and coHntiL 

JBut whether, in point of faft, tlie late rajal^ was 
or was not in poffeffion of Hanamantagoody, in 
1762, it is nptorious that the nabob had always 
claimed the dominion of the countries of which 
this fort and dMfarift are a part, 

Wc obfetJte, that the nabob is now in the a£lual 
poffeffion of this fort afid diftrift; and we are nOt 
warranted, by any document we have feen^ to 
concur with the wiflies of the rajah to difpoflefs 
$im. 

With regard to the government dare of the 
crop of 1775-6, we obferv^by the dobeer's me- 
rtorandum, recked in your confultations of the 
13th of May, 1776, that it Was the eftabliflied cuf- 
tom of the Tanjore country to gather in the har- 
veft, and complete the coBeftions Within the month 
of March; but that, for the caufcs therdn particu- 
larly ftated, the harveft (and of courfe the cdJec- 
tion of the government fliare of the crop) was de- 
layed till the month of March was oven We alfo 
observe, tl^at the rajah was not reftored to his 
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ktiq;dom .itptU the i ith of AprU^ 1 776 ; aad from 
hence we infer, that Jtf the harveft and coUe^on 
^ad been £ntihed at the ufual time, the nabob 
(bdtng then fovcreign of the country) would hav^ 
recdved the full benefit of that year!s cr<^. 

Although the harveft and colledtion were do> 
layed beyona the ufual time, yet we find by the 
jprooeedings of your government, and particularly 
by Mr. Mackay's minute of the 29th of May, 
I776v^<i ^o by tiie dobeet's account, that the 
^reateft part of the grain was ait down whilft 
the nalx^ remained in the government of the 
country. 

. It is difficult, from the contradictory allegations 
190 the fubjed, to afcertain what was the precife 
anfiomit of the cdle^ons made after the nabob 
ceafed to have the pc^effion of the country, ^ut 
whatever it was, it appears from general Stuart's 
letter of the ad of April, 1777, that it had been 
aflerted with good authority, that the far greater 
part of the government fliare of the crop was plun- 
dered by individuals, andnev^r came to account 
in tha.rajaVs treafury. 

Under ^ the circupiftances of this cafe, we mult 
be of opinion, that the government Ihare of the 
^rpp of 1 77^ bdoBged to the nabob, as the then 
rpigning ^yerdi^ pf the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
Miag de fa^(h iix ,the foil and abfolute poffeflion 
^ thd governiBf nt the^of, and confequently that 
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tibe affignmen^ made by^ lihn of tbe govi£nifl(i»i 
fleire erf the crop were vdid^ > 

Nc^erthelcfe, tve would by no meatus !)€ linda^* 
fioodby tins qpinion to fuggeft, that any furth^ 
demands ought to be made upon the rajsdi^ m^ 
^d: erf fuch paiits of the goverfament Ihare <tf the 
crop as were coHeded by his people. 

For^ on the cptitrary, after ib great a length of 
tAtAc^s hath dapftd, we Ihould think it highly nil- 
juft that the rajah fhould be now compelled, either 
to pay the fuppofed balances, whatever they may 
be^ or be called upon to render a fpecifick accoUM 
of the coUedion made by his people. 

The rajah has already, in his letter to goverriour 
Strattony of the 21ft of April, 1777, given life 'afi- 
furance, that the produce of the preceding year, 
accounted for to him, was little .more than ofie 
lack of pagodas ; and as you have acquainted us, 
by your lettet* of the 14th of Oftober, 4779; that 
the rajah has adlually paid into our treafiiry :one 
hxik of pfiigodas, by way of depofit,. on aoc()ant 
Of the nabob's chums to the crop, till our feoti-. 
ments ihould be known, we dii^eft you tbiurceaEfe 
any fuwher demands from the rajah on that' ac- 
count. . / \. \ : 
r We l^ffl by thd proceedings, arid panfeufetly 
by the nabob's letter to lord Pigot, of thfe €tlx of 
July, 1776, that the nab*^ |>i^vlou5^ to the refto^ 
HdOti of th0 rajah) a6:uall3^ MakS^ idfi^fhnents^ o# 
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granted'tuhcaws of the whole of hkfliare of the 
crop to his creditors^atkl. troops; and 'that ymif 
government (entertaining the fame c^pinion as 
we do upon the queffion^ of r^ht !to that ihare) 
by letter to the rajah of the aoth of Augaft, 1 7;^^^ 
reconunended to him ^ to reftore to Mr. Beafiekt 
^ (one of the prmcipal affigneesortuncaw-hoklersC 
^ of the nabob) the grain of the laft year, which' 
^ was in pofleffion of his people, aaid £ud tcrhc 
** fbrdbly taken from them; and further, to give 
^ Mr. Benfield aU reafonaUe aflifiance in recover- 
^ ing fuch debts aa fibould appear to have been 
^ juftly due to him from the inhabitants; and ac- 
** quainted the rajah, thatiit had been judged by 
^' a majority of the council, that it was the com* 
•' pany^s intention to let the nabob have the pro-^ 
•* duce of the crop of 1776, but that you had na' 
^^ intention that the rajah ihould be accountable 
** for more than the government fhare, whatever 
^' that might be; and that you did not mean tO' 
^' do more than recommend to him to fed juftice* 
^ done, leaving the manner and time ta himfelf.'f^ 
Subfequent repcefentatioos appear fo. have beea 
made to the raji^h by your government oa the- 
fame fubjed, in favour, of the nabob's -mart, 
gages. ' : ' 

Inanfwer to thefe applications, the n^ab, in hU. 
letter to Mr. Stratton, of the 12th January, 1777, 
acquainted you, " that he had: given order* r©-i 

« fpefting 



Digitized by 



Google 



384 AFPBNUir, NO, ^, 

^ ipeding the grain which Mt* Benfidd had heaped 
** up in his country; and with regard to the 
^* money due to him by the formers, that he had 
** defired Mr; Benfidd to bring accounts of it, that 
^ he might limit a time for the payment of it, 
** pr<^>ortionably to their ability, and that the nc- 
** ceflary orders for flopping this money out of 
*^ the inhabitants fhare of the crop, had been fent 
" to the ryots and aumildars; that Mr* Benfielii's 
" gomaftah was then prefent there, and ovcrlaw 
*> his affiiirs; and that in every thing that was juft 
*' he (the rajah) willingly obeyed our governour 
*' and council." 

Our opinion being, that the rajah ought to be 
anfwerable for no more than the amount of what 
he admits was coUefted by his people for the go- 
vernment fliare of the crop; and the proceedings 
before us not fufficiently explaining whether, in 
the fum which the rajah, by his before-mention- 
ed letter of the 21ft April, 1777, admits to have 
colle<fted, are included thofe parts of the govern- 
ment fhare of the crop which were taken by his 
people from Mr. Benfield, or from any other of 
the aflignees, or timqaw-holders; and uninformed 
aa we alfo are, what compenfation the rajah, has or 
has not made to Mr. Benfield, or any other of the 
parties from whom the grain was taken by the ra- 
jah's people; or whether, by means of the rajah*s 
re&fal So to do, or from any other circumftance, 

any , 
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any of the perfohs difpoffefled pf their grain, inay 
have had recourfe to the nabob for iatisfa&ion^ 
we are, for thefe Ireafons, incompetent to form a 
proper judgment what difpofition ought in jufticc 
to be made of the one lack of pagodaii deposited 
by the rajah* But a^ our fentiments and inten* 
tiond are fo fully ejtpreffed upon the, whole fubjed, 
we prefume you, who are upon the fpot, can have 
no doubt or difficulty in making fuch an applica* 
tion of the depofit as will be confiftent with thofe 
principles of juftice whereon our fentiments are 
founded. But ihould any fuch difficulty fuggeft 
itfelf , you will fufpend any application of the depo*^ 
fit, until you have fully explained the fame jto Us, 
&nd have received our further orders 

With rcfped to the repairs of the Anient and 
banks of the Cavery; we have upon various occa- 
iion^ fully expreffed to you our fentiments^ ^nd 
in particular, in our general letter of the 4th July 
1777, we referred you to the invcftigation and 
icorrefpondence on thatfubjed of the year 1764, 
and to the report made by Mr. Jimes Bourchier, 
qn his perfonal furvey of -the waters, and to feve^ 
ral letters of the year 1765 and 1767 j we alfp, by 
our fa^d general letter, acquainted you, that it 
appeared to us p6rfe£tiy reafonable that the rajah 
£hould be permitted to repair thofe banks, and the 
Aiiifcut, in the lame n^anner as had been pradtifed 
in times paft} an4.,we directed you to eflablifli 
. Vol. IV. Cc fuch 
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Tucli regulations, byTeferencc to former lifcge, jBar 
keeping th"e faid banks in tepair, as would be 
tffeftual, and remove all caufe of comprint irt 
Inture. 

NotwlthftattdJhg ftrch o^f iriftrufttdns, the ra* 
jah, in Mis letter to us of the 15th 03:ober 1783, 
romplains of the deftruftion of the Anicut ; and 
as the cukivatidh of the Tailjore country appears^ 
by all thfe fiirveys and/reports of our engineers eiil- 
ployed on that fervice, to depend altogether on a 
Tttpply of water by the Cskvety, which can only be 
fecured by Ifcfee^iiig the Anicut ind banks in re- 
pair, we tWttk it weceflkry to repeat to you our 
fdrders of the ijth July 1 777, on the fiibj^ff of thofe 
repairs. 

And futt3ier, a^ ft appears, by the fiirvey and 
l^pof t of Mr, Ptiti^Ie, that tliofe repairs ^re att?end* 
fed with a much heavier expence wheh dt^he with 
Materials t^eh from the Tatnjbre diftrift, thai^ 
With thofe of Tiichinopoiy, afad that the Hft men- 
tioned nrateriils are far prefferable to the other, it 
-is t!mr'prder, tha't if any occurrences fhould make 
itncceflary or^ expedient, you apply to tlie hdbc^ 
In our narrie, to defire that his hightiefe H^pet-mft 
j>roper fpots of griQund to be fet out, and bounded 
by proper marks on the Tiichinopoly^fldc,' wl^rc 
^he rajah and his peopk^imay at all tiines'tilcfe fand 
tmd eaf th fufJident for thefe repairs ; and that lAi 
1^ighi=refs will gi-akt his'teafe'''oi^fuch^bts dlFlar*d 
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fbf a certain term of years to the company, at i 
teafonable annual rent, to the inteftt tbat through 
you the cultivation of thd Tanji^f e country liuy 
be fecured^ without infringing dt itiifalna§ tkii 
rights erf the tiabiJb. 

If any attempts have been, 01* Ihatt be h^reaft^ 
made to divert the M?*ater from the- Cavery into 
the tkderooU) by contra£ting the cUrrdnt of thd 
Upper or Lower Cavej^y^ by plajittflg tong graii^ 
as mewioped in ,Mr. Ptingle^s w^ort, or by any 
lOthev liidahs^ w^ha^ve no doubt his highnefs, on a 
proper D^prefentdtion* to hitn in our name, will 
prevent his people from taking, any ia»3afiures de-^ 
trimeijtd to the Tasnjore country, in the profpe- 
iity of which his hlghhefs, as well as the conipahyi 
is ma^ially interefted* 

" Should you &iccedd in t^ohc^ng the.fiAboV to 
this meafure, we think it but juft^ thut the pro* 
pofed lea£s (hall rdmam iio Ibngdjr in^ force than 
wthilft the I'ajah (hall be pundualin thq piaynient of 
'the anUBal pefiicufii to the nkbob^ as well as tbi^ 
tent to be vda^vtdior theipots of gniMind^ Axui 
-in jorder e&dua^y \o remave all hxtut£ occafiooss 
of jealoufy .and complahit between Jihe pairtteS^ 
•that the^i^jah on thgjoniai band may^e iktisfied 
that all.iQiecefiary works £or the ciiitiTaaon of his 
country will be miade and kept in repair;, and )tdii|( 
the nabob on the otheMiand may be (atisiifsd tn;^ 
no encroacbmetit oti his ri^ts oau be made^ nor 

C c a any 
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»aay works detriipental to the^ fertility of his coijft- 

,try ereftedj we think it proper thatitfhould.be 

recommended to the parties, as a part of the ad- 

'jtiilment of this^very important point,. thaj' fki]B^l 

engineers, appointed by the cogipapy , be employed 

jit tfee raji^*Sf expcnce to conduft all the neceff^ry 

\voi*ks, with, the ftrideft attention to the refpec- 

tive rights ^nd interefts of both parties. This wUl 

remove every probability of injury or diipute; 

but fliodd . either party wnexpejftcdly conceive 

themfelvcs to be injured, inunediate redre& might 

'be obtained' by application to the government of 

Madras, under whofe appointment the cngineq^ 

-will a^, without jmy difcuffion between the paitics, 

which might .difturb that h^rtnony which' it is fo 

much the wifli of the company to eftaWilh and 

.prefcrve, als efiential to the profpcrity and peace of 

the Carnatick. 

K Having now, in obedience to the directions of 
:thead of payment, upon the fulleft confides* 
ition of the indeterminate rights ^nd jaretcnfions 
^'the nalx^ and r^jah, pointed out iuch.niea^es 
sand arrangements as in our judgment and difcre- 
tion will be beft calculated to afcxrtain and fettle 
IXht fame, we hope, that upon a candid coniidera- 
stion of the whole fyftem, although each of .the 
J|»ai:ties may feel diiappointed . in our decifion on 
•particulai; points, they will be^convinced. that wae 
•iayebeen:guided in ouV inveftigation by.prindpjes 
• w ' * ^ ^ ^ of 
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of ftrift juftice and impartiality, and that th^e moft. 
anxious attention^ has been paid to the fubftantialr 
Interefts of both parties, and fuch a general and 
comprehenfive plan of arrangement propofed, as 
'will moft efFe<5tually prevent all future diifatisfac- 
tion. 

Approved by the board. 

HENRY DUND AS, 

Whlfem, WALSINGHAM, 

Oaober 27, 1784, W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE, 



APPENDIX, Nq. 9- 

Referred to front p. 279 and 287. 

Exlraft of a letter from the Court of Dircdors, 
to the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George, 
as amended and approved by the Boatd of Con- 

' troL ' 

WE have takeh into '^ur confidcration the fc- 
veral advices and pa|>cris received from India, re* 
lative to the affignment ttf the revenues of the 
Garnatick, from the conclufion of the Be;ngal 
treaty to the date Of ypur letter in Odober 1783, 

C c 3 together 



Digitized by 



Google 



f 

together ^tith tlte i-cprefentations of the nabob of 
the Carnatkk upon that iubja<5):; and although 
we might contend, that the agreement fhould fub- 
fift till we are fulty reimburfed his highnefe's prot 
portion of the expences <rf the war, yet from ^ 
principle of moderation and perfonal attachment 
to our old a%, his highnefs the nabob of the Car* 
liatick^ for wbofe dignity and happinefs we are * 
'^er folicitQus, and to cement more ftrongly, if 
poffible, that mutual harmony and confidence 
which puf conneftion piakes fo effentially neceCi 
f^ry for our reciprocal fafety and welfare, and for 
removing from his mind every idea offecret deftgn on 
cur part to leffen his authority over the internal go-^ 
vernment of the Carnatick^ and the colleftion and 
^dminiftration of its revenues, we have Tef6lved 
that the affignment fliall be furrendered ; and we 
do accordingly direft our prefident, in whofe name 
the affignment was taken, without delay ^ to furren- 
der the fame to his highnefs. But while we have 
adopted this refolutipn,- we repofe entire confii. 
dence in his highnefs, that, aftuated by the fame 
motives of liberality, and feelings of old friendfliip 
and alliance, he will chearfully apd inftantly ac- 
cede to fuch arrangements as are neceflary to be 
^opted. for our common fafety, and for preferv- 
ing the refpeflr, rights, and interefts we enjoy in 
the Carnatick, The following are the heads and 
prinpples Qf fuch an apran^einent as we ar^ dcci* 

fi vely 
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fively of opinion muft be adopted for thefe pur-» 
pofes, viz; 

That for making a provifion for difcharging the 
nabob's juft debts to the company and individuala 
(for the payment of which his highnefs has fo fre- 
quently expreffed the greateft folicitude) the nabob 
JhaU give fouciir fecurity for ibe pundual payment^ by 
injialmentsy ipto the company's treafury, of twelve 
J^tcks of pagodas per annum (as voluntarily prO- 
pofed by his highnels) until thofe debts, with inte- 
reft, ihaU be difcharged; and fliall alfo confent 
' that the equitable provifioniately made by the Bri* 
tifli legiflature for the liquidation of thofe debts^ 
and fuch refolutigns and determinations as we fliaU 
hereafter niake^ under the authority of that provi- 
fion for the liquidation and adjuftment of the faid 
debts, bond fide incurred, fhalj^be carried into full 
force and effed. 

, Should any difficulty arife between his highnefs 
and our government of Fqrt St. George, in refped 
to the refponftbility of the foucar fecurity^ or the times 
and terms of the inftalments, it is our pleafure that 
you pay obedience to the orders and refplutions of 
our governour general and council of Bengal in 
refpeci: thereto, not doubling but the nabob will 
in fuch cafe confent to abide by the determination 
of our faid fupreme government. 

Althpugh, from the great confidence \vc repofc 

in, the honour and integrity of the nabob, and 

C c 4 from 
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from an carneft defirc not to fubjeft him to any 
cmbarraffment on this occafion, we have not pto- 
pofed any fpecifick affignment of territory or re- 
venue for fecnring the payments aforefaid, we 
neverthelefs think-it our duty, as well to the pri- 
vate creditors, whofe interefts in this irefpeft have 
been fo folemply intruded to tjs by the late aft of 
parliament, as from regard to the debt due to the 
company J to infift on a declaration that in the 
event of the failure of the fecurity propofed, or in 
defetilt of payment at the ftipuhted periods, we 
referve to ourfelves full right to demand of th^ 
nabob fuch additional ficurity^ by affignment onJiis 
country, as fliall be effeftual for anfwering the 
purpofes of the agreement. 

After having conciliated the mind of the nabob 
to this meafurc, and adjufted the particulars, you* 
are to carry the fame into execution by a formal 
deed between his highneis and the company, aci 
cording to the tenour of thefe inftruftions. 

As the adminiftration of the Britifti intierefts 
and conncftions in India has in fome refpefts af- 
fumed a new fhape by the late aft of parliament, 
and a general peace in India has been happily ac- 
eompUfhed, the prefcnt appears to us to be the 
proper period, and which cannot without great 
imprudence be omitted, to fettle and arrange, by 
a juft and equitable treaty, a plan for the future 
defence and proteftion of the Carnati<;k, both in 

tina^ 
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time of J)cacc 4nd war, on a folid and Jaftinjf 
.foundation. 

For the accompUlhm^nt of this great and ncccC- 
fery object, we direft you, in the name of the com* 
pany, to ufe your utmoft endeavours to imprdk 
the expediency of, and the good efFeAs to be de- 
rived from, thi$ meafure, fo ftrongly upon the 
minds of the nabob and the rajah of Tanjore, as 
to prevail upon them, joindy or feparately, to en- 
ter into one or more treaty or treaties with tbb 
company, grounded on this principle of equity. 
That all the contrading parties fliall be bound to 
contribute jointly tp the fupport of the military 
force and garrifons, as well in peace as in w?ir. 

That the military peace eftabliihment fliall be 
forthwith fettled and adjufted by the company, in 
purfuance of the authority and directions given 
to them by the late ad of parliainent. 

As the payment of the troops and garrilbqs, oc- 
cafional expenccs in the repairs and improvements 
of fortifications, and other fervices incidental to a 
military eftabliihment, muft of neceffity be punc- 
tual and accurate, no latitude of perfonal affurance 
qr reciprocal confidence of either of the parties 
on the other, muft be accepted or required; but the 
nabob and rajah muft of neceffity fpecify particu* 
!ar diftrids and revenues for fecuring the due and 
regular payment of their contributions into the 
treafury of the company, with whom the charge 

of 
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of tho dcfenw of tJbe coaft, and of cetkrfe the^ 
power of the fword, muft be exclufively intruded,, 
with power for the coropiwy, in cafe of failure 
or default of fuch payments, at the fiipulatcd 
times and feafons, to exA&c upon and poife^ fuch 
diftrias', and to let the fame to^ renters^ to be 
confirmed by the nabob and the rajah refpeftivdy ; 
but trufting'that in the execution of this part o^ 
the arrangement no undue obftru3:ion will be 
given by either of thofc powers, we direct, that 
this part of the treaty be coupled with a moft po 
fitive affurance, on our part, of our determina- 
tion to fupport the dignity and authority of the 
nabob and rajah, in the exclufive^adminiftration 
of the civil government and revenues of their re» 
^eftive countries J and further, that in cafe of any 
hoftility committed againft the territories of either 
of the con trading parties, on the coaft of CorOf 
mandel, the whole revenues of their refpedive 
territories fball be confidered as one common 
ftock, to- be appropriated in the common caufe of 
their defence — ^That the company on their part 
fhall engage to refrain, during the laar^ from the 
-application of any part of their revenues to any 
commercial purpofes whatfoever^ but apply the 
whole, fave only the ordinary charges of. their 
civil government, to the purpofcs of the war- 
That the nabob and the rajah {hall in like manner 
engage on their parts to. refrain, during the war, 

from 
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from tlJ« &]^i^tion Qf any part of th^ir revep^es^ 
fave oixly what fliaft be aftuaHy neceflary for thij 
fupport of themfelves^ ^nd the dtil govefnmem 
of thei^ tefpeftive eouutries, to my other pur* 
pofes thaa that of <fcfraying the expences of fucht 
iniUtary opeirations as the company may find it 
aece&iy to carry on for tlie common fafcty o| 
their interefts On the coaft of Coroii^andeL 
• And to obviate any difficulties ot mifimdefftand^ 
ipg which tpight arifQ from leaving Ipdeterminstt^ 
the jfiun aeceflary to be ^pprppiriated for the cm} 
eftablifhinent of each of the refpeclive .powers^ 
that the fum be now afcertained. which is indU* 
penfebly neceflary to be applied to thofe purpofes^ 
and which is to be held facred under every emer» 
gency, s^ad fet apart previous to the application 'ttf 
the reft of the revenues, as hereby ftipulated, for 
the purpofes of mutual or common defence againft 
any enemy, for clearing the incumbrance which 
inay have become neceffarily incurred in addition 
to the C3q>enditure of thofe revenues v^kicb mu/i be 
always deemed part $f the war ejiabiijhnient. This 
we think ahfolutely neceffary, as nothing can tend 
fo much to the prefervation of peace, and to pre?^ 
vtmx, the renewal of hoftilities, as the early putting 
the finances of the feveral powers upon a dear 
footing J and the {hewing to all other powers^ 
that the company, the nabob, and the rajah, a^re 
firipjy united in one common caufe, andcombin,(fdt 
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in one fyftcm of permanent and vigoroos defenee; 
iot the prefervation of their rcfpedive territories,^ 
md the general tranquillity* ' 

That the whole; aggregate revenue of the con^ 
tracing parties ftiall, during the war, be tender the 
Application of the company, and fliali continue as 
long after the war as Jhdll t?e heceffary^ to difchatge 
thf burthens contra^ed kyit; but it muft be de- 
clared, that this provifion ihaB ih no refpeft ex- 
tend to deprive either the nabob or the rajah erf 
the fubftantial authority neceffary ^ the <:c41edion 
df the revenues of their refpeifttve countries. But 
it is meant that they Ihall faithfully perform the^ 
<;onditions of this arrangement^ and if a jdivifion 
of any part of the revenues, to any other than the 
^pulated purpofes, feafl take place, the eompany 
fliall be entitled to take upon themfelves the col- 
leftidn of the Tevofiue. 

The GOm|>any 'are t6 en^ge, durkig the time 
thcry flialladminifter' the revenues, to produce t(5 
the other <ontra<5ing parties regular accounts of 
the^ application thereof to the purpofes ftipulated> 
by the treaty, and' faithfuHy apply them in fujp- 
pbrt of the .war.- : , : ' / . 

•. Atidiaftly, as the defence of the Carnatick \s 
thus td reft^with the company, the nabob fliali be 
iatisfied of the propriety of avpiding all unnecef-' 
fary expence, and will therefore agree not to main/ 
tain a greater number of troops than fhaU be ne- 
A , ' ceffary 
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ccffarjr for tlie fiipport of his digi^ity, and-^^ the 
%Cplcndouit>\)f the diirh^r, which number fhall be 
fpecified in the treaty ; and if any military aid is 
xcquifite-for the;fepunty>nd eoUeftion of hii re- 
veaupesy other than theifixed eftahliihn)eiit eniploy- 
cd^tOvfiarfoTGe the ordinary coUedions, and prefers 
t\\Q poHcjc.of the col&ntry, the /conipany muft be 
bound to ifurnifli hinft' wdth fuch' aid : the rajah of 
Tanjore joauii: likewise .^beconie bound by.finular 
xi\g^elnQnis^ and. bei eoticled to flmilar aid* 

A5^ in virtue of the powers vefted in lord Ifa- 
cartney^ by the agreepaent of December, 27S1, 
fundjcy l^es>' of variauss periods, hav^ been grant- 
ed tori«teiter8> we diyeft^that you apply to the aa- 
\jbolvdnour pame, for his conJTent, that they m»y 
*bej^/w/Y/«/ to hcJd their Icafes to the end of the 
ftipul?tted term J and we have great reliance* oh 
the liberality and %irit of accoounodation mani- 
-fcfted by thenabob an fo many occaficoisi that he 
.will be difpofed to acquire in a propofition.fo 
jtiji and rmfinabki but if , contrary to o<ir ex^u 
tations, his hi^nefs ihould be impreffed with any^ 
particular averfioi^ to comply, with this propofi- 
tioh, we, do not deiire you to infift upon k atan 
.'efientiaL part of the arrangement to take piacq4»i* 
:tween its ; but in that event y^yi muft tiike di^« 

♦ Fo,r tbc ground of this **^cat reliance^" fee the papers inj 
this Aj/peiidhc, No. 5/; lis alfo the natob*s tetters to the court 
^diredt^rbin this AppendiXy^N^. IQ, * ^ '^ ,. '*t 
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dal car-e to'^^ fuchldndexi^ificscdonitd the i'i^'« 
ters foraay tofs they iijay fiiftahij as' you judge to 
beorea^nable. , ;■ . 

' It equally cotxcctfii tl^ ^kolidtit ofKOtif gotjarji* 
ixtenty timt fach natives as 3xlay huVe been put in 
any degree 6£ authority wer thef oolkfliDDa^ iii 
con{b}ueiice c^ the d^ed of affigkimenty dud who 
liaive proved faithfrnl to tKeior truft^ £ba)l'notifufiQi' 
kicoiivenienoei on account ^ their fidelky^ » 

Having thus given our feiitioieutirat^arg^ia^ 

irdi for the forrender of tfee rfRgiitneffitiias ivith 

regard to tht^ arrangements w^hicK w4 timk. ne* 

ttflkry tokdopt in confa^tice theret^ t^isaai^ 

i^t difmif^ thb fubje<a: without ^expp^&ig^ooj' 

M^efb appr^^bltion >of xheniiMys mo^Stiim^mt 

-dtftmand >of hmfir^ t^itL Mdiii^ i>iit fsrefidteay: at 

^Madras iias condu<9!cd ihinrf^f iii theilianagfeiqeiit 

of.arrory cJeUcateandembiibKs^hgiitttat^ His 

•dcdiidua,iandthat of^the fefe^ comnufoteBiOfiBbrt 

St. Gebrge, ifi^tbe executicm cdS the'trjiibdilfe^ed 

-toiord MaGsfirtiiey) by the Tftafcob Mahofned^Ally^ 

ims Jbeen ^dgcn-^Dots :^d ^efiS^ud^ fot: th^ .pia^poie 

d£ restlizing as ^reat a reoeiPHe^iati a>crifis ^Jiiieicef- 

.fkyv as itheoilture ^ ^% (^aditiicted)^ ;aiid-tbe 

ioiputiition of xorrupdqn^ frnggcStdd* in* fqme of tbe 

^por^^^gs^ apiieai^ .to^btr tidtaUy:gi;oui«dk& and 

unwarranted. . .^ 

\VliiIe we find fo much to ,agplaud,,iit is.witJb 
tegret we are indited .to'^advertto i^ny thing 

which 
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whkii maty appear worthy of felahie, as the ftcp of 
'flTuing the Torana Chits in lord Mafalrtfeey's oWfc 
name can only be juftified upoti the ground of ab* 
foltite iieceflityj* ^d 'As his loTcifhip hafd everjr 
reafon -to believe that the demand^ when madi^, 
VoMd be hrkfome and difagreeable to the feeKngs 
of Mahoffted Ally, evety precaution ou^t to havfe 
bedn ufed, and xrior^ time allowed, for proving 
that ti&cdSk% by pifetloiisiads of ^ddrefs, civilky^ 
and conciliation j applied for the puirpofes of oti* 
tkin&ig Ms iuthorit;^ to fA^h a ftieafu^. It ap- 
^airstto to, that'iiitM'^ ^ this might havebfe^ 
uftd J «M Iherefore'we cannbt ciSwfider 'th6 oriiir- 
fioh ^ tt^s WariieidTs^ coMftent'^^^h toto wMb^ 
<Sf ii^ai^ii^ tto a^ (:^ikrary to the f^rft ^ thfc 
-^gr^Jto^lit^ <)r detdgaibry *6 th^ atithdtity bf tht 
nabbb *ttf «iri CaifriiticTs, ia the eiterdfe of any tjf 

c<>iTeipfmB^ii^;Oittii^futg<£i rtay be rotiortQci to. Without tke 
s^Ahcr^ coudemned, not one 6f the aAs ^omipended m tk« prt- 
ceding paragraph could be performed. By Merripg to the na- 
bob's letters in this Appendix it \vill be fecn what fort of ta& 
i gOvtn^our halson his hands, >ho h to tifc, at:cOfding tottie dl- 
tei^ioh of this letter, ** adts of addfefs^ civigty, and e<>nciUatldb» 
und to pay, upon all ^ccafionsj tK« 'i^'g/iffi iUte9im'! to jwsrfwil, 
who at the very time are falfely, and Jn the groifeft terms, ac- 
ctifing him of peculation, corruption, treafon, and every fpecies 
of malvcrfation iji office. The PQOomm«^ationii,Ui«ier T^enfcce* 
«f fuch behavioitr, and iinder A&oh cifgumAf^BQesj conveys iiiaC« 
ibir^ the^icndtncy of wbJ(^)E;iwtK)tbejGrufin^4^ . . " 

hk 
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his juft r^Hts, in the government of the pcoj^ 
finder his, authority* 

We likewife obferve, the nabob has complained 
that no official communication was made to him 
of the peac€,for near a month after the ceflation 
of arms tool^ place. This, aid every other mark 
of difrefped to the nabob, will ever appear highly 
reprehenfible in our eyes ; and we direft that you 
d^^ upon all CK:cafions, j^y ^e higheft ^tenticm to 
hipi and his^uaaily* . 

.. Xord Macartney, in h^s minute of the 9th of 
September lafty has been fully under our confide^ 
lutfon ; we^il^ ever applaud the prudepce and 

-foreiightjof our fervantSy which induces them to 
colle^ ^nd communicate to us^ every opinion^ or 
even g^roq^d of fufpicion, they n^ayr entertain^ r^ 

^tive to any -of the powers ii\ India> with whofc 
conduft our intereft, and the fafety of our fettle- 
inents, is ^feitially conneAeid. At the feme time 

•we carneftly tecommend, that thofe opinions and 
(peculations be communicated to us with pru- 
dence, difcretion, and all poffible fecrecy ; and the 
terms in^ which they are conveyed be expreffedin a 
manner as Utile offenjive as poffible to the powers whom 

.*^ may cmcern^ and into whofe hands they mayfall^ 

' 'We 

* ♦ -The delicacy \\txt tccomriicndcd in the exprcjioft^<iotitttrt* 
-illgtiofldud-" with which th* fafety- of our fettlemcnts is eflcn* 
^ tially cotintftedy^-ii a kfion <^f the fame nature with the for« 

filer. 
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Wc next proceed to give you our fentiments 
refpefting the private debts of the nabob j and we 
cannot but acknowledge^ that the origin and juftice, 
both of the loan of 1767, and the loan of 1777, 
commonly called the cav^ry loan, appeal to us 
ckar and indHputaUe, agreeable to the true fenfe 

^ and f^it of the lat€ aft of parliament. 

In fpeaking of the loan of 1767, we are to be 
uhderilood as fpeaking of the debt as coniHtuted 
by the original bonds of that year, bearing intcreft 
at 10/. per acnt. ; and therefore, if any of the na- 
bob's creditors, under a pretence that their debts 

. made part of the confolidated debt of 1767, al- 
though fec^red by bonds of a fubfequcnt date, 
carrying ah intereft exceeding 1 o/. per cent, fhall 
claim the benefit of the following orders, we di- 
rect that you pay no regard to fuch claims, with^ 
out further efpecial inftruftions for that purpofe. 

With refpeA to the confolidated debt of 177 7 y 
it certainly ftands upon a lefs favourable footing. 

mer. Dangerous defigns, if truly fuch, ought to be expreffcd 
according to their nature and qualities J and as for the fecrccy 
recommended concerning the deiigns here alluded to, nothing 
can- be more abfurd, as they appear very fully and dire6Uy in 
the papers publi(hed by the authority of the court of dircftors 
in. 1 775, and may be eafily difcerned from the propofitions for 
the bengal treaty, publllhed in the Reports of the Committee 
of Secrecy, and in the Reports of the.Seled Comqiittce. The 
keepipg of fuch fecrcts too long has been one caufe of the Car- 
natick war, and of the ruin of our affairs in India. ^ 

VpL. IV. Dd - . So 
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3o early as the 27th March^ 1769, it was or- 
dered by our then prefident and council of Fort 
St, George, that for the preventing all peribng 
jiving under the company*$ proteftion from hav- 
ing any dealings with any of the country powers^ 
or thdr.miniflers, without the knowledge orxKm« 
fent of the board, an advertifement fhould be pub^ 
Hfhed, by fixing it up at the fea^gate, and fending 
found a copy to the company's fervants and inha& 
bitant^, and to the ctifierent fubordinates, and out 
garrifons, and giving it out in general orders; 
ftating therein, that the prefident and councU did 
ccmfider the irreverlible order of the court erf di- 
reftors of the year 1714 (\diereby thdr people 
were prohibited from having any dealings with 
the country governments in money matters) to be 
m full force and vigour; and thereby exprefsly 
forbidding all fervants of the company, and other 
Europeans under their jurirdi^on,to make loans^ 
or have any money tran&ftions with any of the 
princes or dates in India, without fpecial licence 
and permiffion of the prefident and council for 
the time being, except cmly in the particular cafes 
there mentioned; and declaring, that any \vilfiil 
deviation therefrom Ihould be deemed a breach of 
orders, and treated as fuch. And on the 4th of 
March 1778, it was refolved by our prefident and 
council of Fort St. George, that the coiifolidated 
debt of 1777 was not, on any refpeA whatever, 

' conduced 
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TO THE PIUCEDING SPEECH. , 403 

tOluktAed under the aufpices or prote£Hon of that 
"gOTernment ; and on the circumitance of the ccm- 
iolidaticm of the £iid debt being made known to 
u$, we did, on the 23d of December, 1778, write 
to you in the following terms: "Your account 
^* of the nabob's private debts is very .alarming; 
^ but from whatever caufe or caufes thofe debts 
*' have been contrafted or increaied, we hereby 
** repeat tnir orders, that the fanftion of the com- 
** pMiy be cm no account given to^ny land of fe- 
** curity for the paynnent or liquidation of any 
*^ part thereof (except by the exprcfe authority of 
** the court of diredors) on any account pr pre- 
** tence whatever/* 

The loan of 1777, therefore, has no fauiJlkm or 
fiuthority from us ; and in conildering the iit^a- 
tion and drcunfiftances of this loan, we cannot 
Ofloit to obfen^ that the creditors could not be 
ignorant how gready the a£urs of the nabob were 
at that time derang^, apd that his debt tp the 
company, was then very coniiderable ; the pay- 
»ient of which the parties toc^ the me&. ei^6hid 
means to poflpone, fey procuring an ^gnnient 
vfiach fpedfick vev^aues, for the difcharge of 
jdieir own debts, as akmc could have enabled the 
nabob to have xiifcharged 'thatof tht company. 

. Uuderr all thefe circumftaaces, we ihould be 

warranted to refufe our aid or protection in the 

Tecovery of this Joan ; but when we confider the 

I . ' D d 2 inexpediency 
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ihriipediency^ keeping the ^bje£ld£th^ nabab^ 
dpt>ts. longer afloat than is afefolutcly- neceflkry^ 
,whcn we confider how muchtbe final leandufioti' of 
, this bufinefs will <€nd to proiiiote tranquilBty , dre- 
dity and circulation of property in the Garnatic^k; 
, and when we confider that the debtor concur^ with 
die creditor in eftabhfhing thejuftice of thofe d^bti 
confolidated in 1777 into grofs fums, for whidi 
, bonds were given, liable to be transferred to per- 
fons different from the original creditors, and hav- 
ing up Ihare or -knowledge of the tranfaftidns in 
which the debts originMcd, and of courfe how 
liltle ground there is to expeft any IhbftaiAlsil 
gpod to refult from an unlltmtfed m¥fitigatioh 
into them, we hive refblved fo far to fecognife 
the jufike of thofe debts, as to extend to them 
that prcKedion which, upon more foi^dWc grounds, 
we have feen caufe toaUow to the other two daffes 
of debts; But, although we fbiar adopt the ge- 
neral ptefumption in their -favour, as to admit 
them to a participation in the niamier hereafter 
direiflcd, we do not mean to^debar you* from re* 
ceiving any complaints againft thofe debts of 177 7; 
at the io&^ce cither of the nabob himfelf, or of 
other creditors injured by their bdngfo aidmifited; 
or by any other pecioos having a propar intereft, 
or fkting reafonable ^[^ounds of ob^edioA; and 
if any complaints ai^e o^ered, we order that the 
grounds of all iueh be attentively examined by 
/ , -.•—,-■■- you. 
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i^fm^ aAd be tranfmittcd to us^ together with the 
evideiKC adduced in fuppoit of tfaem, for our 
i^aldeciiioa; and as we have before dire^d, 
that the fum of twelve lacks of pagodas, to be re- 
ceived annually from the nabob, Ihould be paid 
into our treafury, it is our order that the fame 
be diilributed according to the following arrange* 
ment. 

Th^t the debt be made up in the following 
manner, viz. 

The debt confolidated in 1767 to be made up* 
to the end of the year 1784, with the current in^- 
ten^ at ten per cent* 

The cavalry loan to be made up to the fame pe-^ 
riod, with the current intereft at twelve per cent. 
. The debt confolidated in 1777 to be nnade up 
to the fame period, witli the current intereft at 
twelve per cent, to Noverpbep,,i7825 and from 
thence with the cuirrent intcr^ at fix per cent. 

The t;welve lad^ annually to be received, arc 
xhqf\ tp be applied, 

. I.; To the growing intereft, on the cavalry loto, 
at twelve percent. x . r 

2. To the growing intereft on the debt of 1777, 
at fix per cent. . v 

The reiinain4er to .be equally divided; one half 
to be applied to the extin^on of the company^a 
debt, the other half to be applied to the payment 
of growing intereft au: 10/. per cent, and towards 
the difcharge of the principal oi the debt of 1767. 

D d 3 This 
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..nriA.arrjyEigcment todontfeiiKi^tiU the prlii(%«l 

ef.tjie.dfcbt 1767 is difiJi^rgfed* • • •- 

,Tli« application of thiet^^ladba^s thc?n to 

bCi • . v.^ • ^ . .— ■ '■ 

i:i*.T(» the intend of the debt if.fffM afeow. 
The reniaincier to be then equajly divided; one 
half, towards the difcharge of 4he current intereft 
and principal of the cavalry loan, and the other 
half towards^ the difcharge of the company *s debt* 

When the cavalry loan ihall he thus difcharged, 
there Jhril thenr l^c paid, towards the difchafge of 
the cQn^any'axlebt, feven lacks. 

To the growing inter eft and capital of thb 1^77 
loan, five lacka* '• ^ 

. Whw the campany^s debt fliall be difchargcd, 
the whole is then to be apfdied in difcharge of the 
<i^t- ^ffjv - 

If thenabrf> Ihall be prevailed upon to apply 
the arrears and growing payments of the Tanjore 
peihcuih in further difcharge of hi3 debts, over 
and above the twelve lacks of pagodas, we direA 
that the whole of that payment, when mAde, fhall 
be applied tQWard$ the reduction of the cofimpany's 
debt. . . . 

/We have laid down thefe general rules of <lif- 
tribution, as appearing tp us founded on juftice, 
afld the relative circumftances of the different 
debts; and therefore we give o^r authority an/4 
protection to them only on the fuppofition that 
they who afe Qur proteftion acquiefc^ in the con- 
dition 
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ditioti upon which it is given; and therefore we 
cxprrfsiy order, that if any creditor of the nabob, 
a fervant of the company, or being under our pro- 
teftion, ihall refufe to exprefs his acquiefcence in 
thefc arrangements, he fliall not only be excluded 
from receiving any fliare of the fund under yoxir 
diftribution, but Ihall be prohibited from tating 
any feparate meafures to recover his debt from 
the nabob, it being one great inducement to out 
adopting this arrangement, that the nabob fliall 
he relieved from ^1 further difquietude by the 
importunities of his individual creditors, and bfe 
teft at liberty to purfue thofe meafures for the 
profperity of his country, which the embarraff- 
ments of hi» fituation.havehitherto deprived him 
of the means of exerting. And we fiirther dlre<ft, 
that if any creditor fliall be found refraiSory, or 
di%ofed to difturb the arrangeijient we have fug- 
gefted, he fliall be difinifled the fervice, and fent 
home to England. 

The directions we have given only apply to the 
three clafles of debts which have come under our 
obfervation. It has been furmifed, that the. nabob 
has of late contrafted further debts ; if any of 
thefe are due to Britifli fubjefts, we forbid any 
countenance or protection whatever to be given 
to them, until the debt is fully invefHgated, the 
nature of it reported home, and our fpecial inftruc- 
tions upon it received. 

' Dd4 We 



Digitized 



by Google 



408 ,- APPEJJJBIX, >?p./0^ . 

We cannot conclude this fiib^ei^y without ad-^ 
verting in the ftrongeft terms to the proMbili9,BS 
which have from time to time iflu'ed under the au- 
thority of diflFerent courts of direftprs againft any 
of our fervants, or of thofe under our pr9te<ftion, 
having any money tranfaclions with any of !^e 
country powers, witliout the knowledge and 
previous confent of our refpeftive governnaei^ts 
abroad; we are happy to find that the nabob, fi?n- 
fible of the great embarraffments both to his own 
ind the company's affairs, which the enorn[K>uil 
amount of their private claims have occafioned, is 
willing to engage not to incur, any new debts with 
individuals, and we think little difficulty will • he 
found in perfuading his highnefs into a pofitive 
ftipulatioii for that purpofe; and though the le- 
giflatur^ has thus humanely interfered in behalf of 
fuch individuals as might otherwife have been re- 
duced ^o great diftrefs by the paft tranfaftio^s, we 
hereby, in themoft pointed and pofitive.tejrms, r^ 
peat ^r prohibition upon this fubje^; and ndi- 
red that no perfon, being a fervant of the,..Qpqir 
pany, or beipg under our prote<ftion, fliall^ on ^y 
pretence whatever, be concerned in any, loan or 
other money tranfaftion with, any of the count;ry 
powers, unlefs with the knowledge and exprefe 
jermiffion of our refpeftive governments. And 
\£ any of our fervants,.or others being;UB<5i§r Qur 
protedion, fliall be difcovered in any refpeft coun- 

terading 
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tcrafting thcfe orders, we ftriftly pnjoin you to 
take the firft opportunity of fending them home 
to England, to be puniflied as guilty of difobe- 
dience of orders, and no^ proteftion or affiftance 
of the company fliall b6 given for the recovery of 
any loans conneAed with fuch tranfaftions. Your 
particular attention to this^ fubjeft is ftri£Uy en- 
joined; and any connivance on your parts, to a 
breach of our orders upon it, will incur our 
high eft difpleafure. 

- In order to put an en(d to thofe intrigues, which 
have been fo fuccefsfuUy carried on at the nibob's^ 
durbar, we repeat our prohibition in the ftrongeft. 
terms refpefting any intercourfe between Britifli 
fubjedB and the nabob and his family, as we are^ 
convinced that fuch an intercourfe has been car- 
ried on greatly to the detriment and expence q( 
thi5 nabob, and merely to the advantage of indi- 
viduals, We therefore direft, that all perfons who 
fliall offend againft the letter and fpirit of this nc- " 
tiSC^ order, whether in the company's fervice, 
or under their proteftion, be forthwith font ta 
England. 

4ppi^^ved by the Board. 

* HENRY DUNDAS, 
^ Wbitebati, WALSINGHAM, 

tStb Oa. 1784- -.W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE. 

Extraa 
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Extract from tli? Reprefentation of the Court of 
Diredoirs of the Es^ft India Company. 

* My Lords and Grcntlemen, 

IT is with extreme concern that we exprefs a 
difference of opinion with your right honourable 
board, in this early exercife of your controlling 
power; but in fo novel an inftitution, it cart 
fcarce^be thought extraordinary, if the exaft boun- 
daries of our rcfpedive functions and duties 
ihould not at once, on either fide, be preclfely and 
familiarly underftood, and therefore confide in 
ypur Juftice and candour for believing that we 
Kave no wifh to evade or fruftrate the falutary pur- 
pofes of your inflitution, as we on our part are 
thoroughly fatisfied that you have no wifh to en- 
croach on the legal powers of the Eafl India com* 
pany: we fhall proceed to ftate our objeftions to 
fiich of the amendments as appear to us to be eithe]f 
infufficent, inexpedient, or unwarranted, 

(5th. (Concerning the private bebts of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and the Application of the Fund of 
twelve Lacks of Pagodas per Annum, 

XJrider this head you are pleafed, in lieu of our 
paragraphs, to fubftaAtiate at once the juflice of all 
thofe demands which the aft require! W to kivef* 
tigate, fiibjed only to a right referved to the 

nabob. 
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nabob, or any other party concerned, to qticftion 
the juftice of any debt falling within the laft of the 
three claflGss; we fubmit, that at leaft the c^>par^ 
tunity of quefHoning, within the United time) 
the juilice of any of the debts, 0\x^tA to have been 
fialiy prefofvdd; and fuppoiing the firft and &• 
^ottd claSes to ftand free from imputation (as wts 
inoiine tq believe they do) no injury can refuk to 
individuals^ £co« Aich difcufliop: and we further 
fobmir to^ ypur confideratioB) how fat the exprefe 
dirci^an\of the z&. to examine the nitnre and 
origin of the dofatg h^s been, by the amended pa-> 
ragraphs, complied with; and whether at leaft 
the rate of intereft, according to which the debts 
arifing from foucar affignment of the land reve- 
nues to the fervants of the company^ afting In the 
capacity of native backers, have been accumulated, 
ought not to be inqijired into, as weU as the rea- 
fonablenefs of tlie deduction of 25 per cent, which 
the Bengal government direfted to be made from 
a great part of the debts on certain conditions. 
Put to your appropriation of the fund, our duty 
requires that w? fliOuld ftate our ftrongeft diffent. 
Our right to be paid the arrears of thofe expences, 
by which, almoft to our own ruin, we have pre- 
ferved the country, and all the property connected 
with it, from falling a prey tq a foreign conque- 
ror, furely Hands paramount to all claims for 
former debts upop the revenues of a country fo 

preferved. 
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prefcrved, even if the legiflature had not exprefyy 
limited the afliftance to be given the private cre- 
ditors to be fuch as Ihould be confiftent with oiy 
own rights. The nabob ha4> lotng before pafling 
the aft, by treaty with our Bengal government, 
agreed to pay us feven .lacks of pagodas, as part of 
the twelve lacks, in liquidation of tho(e arresurs, 
of which feven lacks the arrangement you have 
been pleafed to lay down would take away from 
us more than the halfy and give it to private cre- 
ditors, of whofe demands there are only about a 
iixth part which do not ftand in a predicament that 
you declare would not entitle them to any aid or 
proteftipn from us in the recovery thereof, were 
it not upon grounds of expedloicy, as will more 
particularly appear by the ann^ed eftimate. U^- 
tiH our debt Ihall be difcharged, we c^ by no 
means confent to give up any part of the feveii 
lacks to the private creditors; and we humbly ap- 
prehend, that in this declaration we do not ex- 
ceed the limits of the authority and rights vefted 
in UT5. 
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The Right honouraUe the Commiflioners for the 
Affairs of India. 



The REPRESENTATION of the Court of Direc- 
^ tors of the Eaft India Company. 

My iiOi^fla and Gentlemen^ 

TH£ court having duly attended to your rea- 
fonings and dedfions, on thp fubjefts of Arnee and 
Hananuntagoody^ beg leave to obferve, with due 
deference to your judgment, that the directions 
we had given in thefe paragraphs, which did not 
obtain your approbation, ftill appear to us to havd 
been cohfiftent with juftice, and agreeable to the 
late aft of parliament, which pointed out to us, 
as we apprehended, the treaty of 1762 as our 
^ide. 

Signed by order of the faid court. 



THO. MORTON, Sec- 



EaJlIfuUaHoufe, 
the yi ^November J 1784, 
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Extraft of a Letter from the Commiffioners for 
the Affairs of India, to the Court of Diredters, 
dated 3d Novembar, 1784, in Anfwer to thdr 
Remonftrance. 

Sixth Artijcle. 

WE think it proper, confidering the particular 
nature of the fubjeft, toftfttetoyou the &)U(!)wing 
remarks on that part of your reprefentation which 
irelates to the plan for the difcharge of the nabob's 
debts. 

liL You compute the revenue which the Car- 
natick may be expelled to produce only at twenty 
lacks of pagodas. If we concurred with you in 
this opinion, we fhould certainly feel our hopes of 
advantage to all the parties from this arrangement 
confiderahly diminifhed. But we truft, that we 
are not too fanguine on this head, when we place 
the greateft reliance on the eftimate tranfmitted 
to you by your prefident of Fort St. George, hav- 
ing there the beft meft»s of information upon the 
fed, and dating it with a particular view to the 
fubjed: matter of thefe paragraphs. ^ Smne aHow- 
ance, we are fenfible, muft be made for the difie*, 
fence of colleftion in the nabob's hands, but we 
truft not fucih as to reduce the receipt nearly to 
what you fuppofe. 
: - 2dly# 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE PaECEDING S1?EECH. 4^5 

ftdly. In making up the amount of the private 
dcbtS) you take in compound intereft at the diffe- 
rent rates fpecfficd in our paragraph. This it waft 
Aot our intention to allow ; and left any imfcoo» 
ception (hould arife on the fpot, we have added 23Pi 
exprefs direftion, that the debts be made up witk 
fimple intereft only^ from the time of their refpcc- 
tive confolidation. Claufe Ff. 

3dly. We have alfo th^ ftrongeft 'gtounds to 
beBevc, that the drtrts will be, in other rcipefts, 
confiderably lefs than they are now computed by 
you; and conlequently, the company's annual 
proportion of the twelve lacks will be larger than 
it atppears on your eftimate. But even on ywrr 
own ftatement of it, if we add to the 1 50,0001. or 
3^f5i^>^o pagbdas (which you take as the anmial 
proportion to be received by the company for fiv« 
years to the end of 1789) the annual amount of 
the Tanjore pefticufh for the fame period, andtfafe 
aorrears on the pefliculh (propofed by lord Ma- 
cartney to be received in three years); the whole 
win make a fum not falling very fliort of pagodas 
35,00,000, the amount of pagodas 7,00,000 per 
annum for the fame period. And if we carry our 
calculations farther, it will appear that, both by 
the plan propofed by the nabob, and adopted inr 
your paragraphs, and by that which we tranfmit* 
ted to you, the debt from the nabob, if taken 
at 3,ooo,oooL will be difcharged nearly at the 
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lame period, viz, in the courfe c^ the elevaith 
year. We cannot therefore be o£ opinion that 
there is the fmalleft ground for olijeAing to this 
arrangement, as injurious to the interefts of the 
company, even if the meafure were to be conii* 
dered on the mere ground of expediency, and 
^ith a view only to the wifdom of re*eftablilhing 
credit and circulation in a commercial fettlement, 
without any confideration of thofe motives of at- 
tention to the feelings and honour of the nabob, 
of humanity to individuals, and of juftice to fjer* 
fons in your fervice, and living under your pro- 
tedion, whicli have aduated the legiflature, and -• 
which aflFord not only juftifiable, but commend* 
aWe grounds^ for your conduct. 

Impreffed with this convidion, we hav€ aot 
fiaade any alteration in the general outlines of the 
arrangement which we had before tranfinitted to 
you. But, as the amount of the nabob's revenue 
is matter of uncertain conjecture, and as it docs 
not appear juft to us, that any deficiency ihould 
fall wholly on any one clafs of thefe debts, we , 
have added a directiojx to your government of 
Fort St. George, that if, nptwithftanding the pro- 
vifions contained in our former paragraphs, any 
deficiency^ fhould arife, the payments of what 
ihall be received fliall be made in the iame propor- 
tion which would have obtained in the divifion of 
the whole twelve lacks, had they been paid* 
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APPENDIX, No. 10. 
Referred to from p. 309. 

£THE following extrads are fubjoined, to ihew 
the matter and the ftyk of reprefentiation employed 
by thofe who have obtained that afcendency over 
the nabob of Arcot, which is defcribed in th^ letter 
marked No» 6. of the prefent Appendix, and which « 
is fo totally deftruftive of the authority and credit 
of the lawful Britifh government at Madras. . The 
charges itiade by thefe perfons have been fblemnly 
denied by Lord Macartney j and, to judge from 
the charader of the parties accufed and accuiing, 
they are probaUy void of all foundation. But as ^ 
the letters acre in the name and under the fignature 
of a perfon of great rank and confequence among 
the natives J ais they contain matter of the moft 
Cenous nature; sKthey charge the moft enormous 
crimes, and corruptions of the groffeft kind, on a 
Britifh govemour; and as they refer to the na- 
bob's minifter in Great Britain for proof and fur- . 
ther elucidation of the matters complained of, 
common decency, and common policy, demanded 
aif inquiry into their truth or falfhood. The w:rit» 
ing is obvioufly the produft of feme Englifli pen. 
If, on inquiry, thefe charges Ihould be made good 
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(a thing very unlikely) the party accufed woul^j 
become a juft objeft of animadverfion* If they 
fliould be fouad (as in all probability they would 
be found) fake and calumnious, and fupported by 
forgery^ then -the ccnfiitc would fallen the accufer; 
at the fame time thcneceflity would be manifeft 
for prdpcr meafures towards the fecurity of go-r 
vernnient againft fuch itifamous accufations. It i^ 
^s neepflkry to protcft the hondl fatme ©f virtuous 
governours, sis it is to punifii the corrupt and ty- 
rannical. • But neither the court of dircftors nor 
the board of control have made any inquiry into 
the truth or faUhood of thefe charges* They have 
covered over the accufers and accufed with abun-^ 
Axi\ct of compliments. They have infinttated fome 
obliqtte cenfures; and they have recommended 
perfeA harmony between the chargers of corrup- 
tion and pecuhticH), and the perfons charged with 
thefe crimes.^ 

13th Oftober, 1782. Extract of a tranflation of 
a letter from the nabob of Arcot to the chair- 
man of the court of direftors of the Eaft India 
company. 

« FATALLY for me, and for the publick in- 
tereft, the company's favour and my unbounded 
confidence have been kvilhed on a man totally 
bnfit for the exalted ftation in which he has becil 
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placed, and unworthy of the truftji that have been 
repoTed in him.^ When I fpeak of one iiirho has 
fo deeply ftabbed my honour, my wounds bleed 
afrefli, and I piuft be allowed that freedom of ex- 
predion which the galling reflection of my injurieii 
and my misfortunes naturally draw^ from me*. 
Shall y^ur fervatits, unchecked, unreitrained^ and' 
Unpunilbed^ gratify their private views and ambi** 
tion, at the expence of my honour, my peace, and 
my happinefs, and to the ruin of my country a0 
Well as of all your ^airs? No fooner had lord Ma- 
tartney obtained the favourite objet^ of his Simbi* 
tion, than, he betrayed the greateft inference t04 
wards me, the moft glaring negleftof th* eommon 
civilities and attentions paid me by aft former go* 
vernours, in the worft of times, and eVen by thd 
moft inveterate of my enemies. He infulted my 
fervants, endeavoured to defame my charafter by 
unjuftly cenfuring my adminiftration, and ex- 
tended his boundlefs ufurpation to the whole go- 
vernment of my dominions, in all the branches 
erf judicature and police; and, in violation of thd 
exprefs articles of the agreement^, proceeded to 
fend renters into the countries, uns^pproved of by 
me, men of bad charader, and unequal 16 my 
management or refponfibility. Though he is 
chargeable with the greateft afts of cruelty, even 
to the fliedding the blood and cutting off the 
noies and ears of my fubjefts, by thofe exercifing 
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his authority in the countries, and that even thc^ 
duties of religion and publick worihip have been 
interrupted or prevented; and, though he carries 
on 'all his bufihels by the arbitrary exertion of. 
pxilitary force, yet does he not cdled from the 
countries one-fourth of the revenue that ihould 
be. produced. The ftatement he pretends to hdd 
fojth of expefted revenue, is totally fallacious, 
?nd can never be realized under, the managemcDit 
of his lordihip, in the appointment of rentars, 
totally difqualified, rapacious, and irrefponfible, , 
who are aftually embezzling and diffipating the 
public]^ revenues that fhould afllft in the fupport 
of the.wjir. Totally occupied by his private views^ 
and governed by his paffions, he has neglefted or 
fiicrificed all the effential objects of publick good, 
and by want of co-operation with Sir Eyre Cbote, 
and refufal to furnifli the army with the neceflary 
fupplies, has rendered the glorious and repeated 
viftories of the gallant general inefFedual to the 
expulfion of our cruel enemy. To cover his infuf- 
ficiency, and veil the difcredit attendant on his 
failure in every meafure, he throws out the moft 
illiberal expreflions, and inftitutes^ unjuft accufa-^ 
tions againitnoe; and, in aggravation, of all the 
diftreffes impofed upon me, he has abetted the 
meaneft calumniators, to bring forward falfe 
charges againft me, and my fon Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
in order to create embarraffment, and for the dit 
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trefs of my mind. My papers and writings fent 
to you, muft teftify to the whole world jthe ma- 
levolence of his defigns, and the means that have • 
beenufed to forward them. He has violently 
ieized and opened all letters addreffed to me' and 
my fervants, on my publick and private aflairs. 
My vackeel, that attended him, according to an- 
cient cuftom, has been ignominioufly difmiffed 
iirom his prefence, and not fuffered to approach the 
government-honfe. pe has in the meaneft man- 
ner, and as he thought in fecret, been tampering 
and intriguing with my family and relations for 
the worft of purpofes. And if I exprefs the ago- 
nies of my mind under thefe moft pointed injuries 
and oppreflions, and complain of the violence and 
injuftice of lord Macartney, I am infulted by his 
aflfefted conftrudion, that my communications are 
didated by the infinuations of others. At the 
fame time that his confcious apprehenfions for his 
mifconduft, have produced the moft abjed appli- 
cations to me, to fmothcr my feelings, and en- 
treaties to write in his lordfliip's favour to Eng- 
land, and to fubmit all my affairs to his direc- 
tion. When his fubmiffions have failed to mould 
me to his will, he has endeavoured to efFeft his 
purpofes by menaces pf his fecret influence with 
thofe in power in England, which he pretend? to 
affert, fliall be effeftual to confirm his ufurpation, 
and to deprive me and my family, in fucceflion, 
Ee3 of 
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of my rights of fovcreignty and government for 
ever. To fuch a length have his paffions and vio- 
lences carried hioii that' all my family, my depen^- 
dants, s^nd even my friends and vifitors, are perfe- 
cu ted with the ftrongeft marks of-his difpleafure. 
Every Ihadow of authority in my perfon is taken 
from me, and refped to my name difcouraged 
throughout the whole country. When an officer 
of high rank in his majefty's fervice was fome time 
fince introduced to me by lord Macartney, his 
lordfliip took occafion to fliew a perfonal derifion 
and contempt of me. Mr. Richard Sulivan, who 
has attended my durbar under the commiflion of 
the governour general and council of Bengal, has 
experienced his refentmentj and Mr, Benfield, 
with wbcm I have no bufmefs^ and who, as he has 
been accuftomed to do for many years, has con., 
tinned to pay me his, vifits of refped, has fdt the 
weight of his lordftiip's difpleafure, and has had 
every unmerited infinuation thrown out againft 
him, to prejudice him, and deter him from paying 
me his compliments as ufual, 
. ^*. Thus, gentlemen, have you delivered me over 
to a ftranger ; to a man unacquainted with govern- 
ment and bufinefs, and too opinionated to learn; 
to a man whofe ignorance and prejudices operate 
to the negled of every good meafure, or thejiberal 
co-operation with any that wifli well to the pub^ 
lick interefts} to a man who, to purfue his own 
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pdliofis, plans, and defigns, will certainly rutn ^U 
mine, as well as the company's affairs. His mif- 
management and obftinacy have caufed jhe lofs 
of many lacks of my revenues, diflipated and em- 
bezzled, and every puWick confideration facrificed, 
to his vanity and private views, I beg to oflFer 
an inftance in proof of my affertions, and to juftify 
the hope I have, that you will caufe to be made 
good to me all the loffes I have fuftained, by the 
mal-adminiftration and bad practices of your fer- 
vants, according tp all the account of rj^ceipts of 
former years, aijd which I made known to lord 
Macartney^ amongft. other papers of information^ 
in the beginning of his uiajiagement in the collec- 
tions,. The diftrick of Ongole produced annually,- 
|apon a medium of many years, ninety thoufand 
pagodas J but lord Macartney, u^on' receiving a 
fitm of money fnm Ranichtindry* let it out to him, 
in April laft, for the inadequate rent of 50,000 
pagodas per annum ^ dijminiihipg, in this diftrick 
alone, near half the accuftomed revenues. After 
this manner hath he exercifed his powers over 
the countries, to fuit his own purpofes and, de* 
figns ; and this fecret mode ha? he taken to reduce 
the collections.** 

f ^pe Tilllnga letter at the end of tliis Q9rrcipoivdcn€c. 
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ift November J 1 78.2. Cc^y of a Letter from the 
Nabob of Arcot to the Court of DiredorSy &c^ 
Received 7th April, ^7^3*- 

THE diftreffes which I have fet forth in my 
former letters, are now increafed to fuch an alarm- 
ing pitch, by the imprudent meafures of your go- 
vernour, and by the arbitrary and impolitick con- 
duft purfued with the merchants and importers 
of grain, that the very exiftenee of the fort of 
Madras feems at ftake, and that of the inhabitants 
of the fettlemer^t appears to have been totally over* 
looked; many thoufands have died, and continue 
hourly to perifli of famine, though the capacity 
of one of your youngeft fervants, with diligence 
'and attention, by doing juftice, and giving rea- 
fonable encouragement to the merchants, and by 
drawing the fupplies of grain which the northern 
countries would have afforded, might have fecur^d 
us againft all thofe dreadful calamities. I had with 
much difficulty procured and purchafed a fmall 
' quantity of rice, for the ufe of myfelf, my family^ 
and attendants, and with a view of fending oflF the 
greateft part of the latter to the northern coun- 
tries, with a little fubfifterice in their hands. But 
what muft your furprife be, when you learn, that 
even this rice was feized by lord Macartney, with 
a military force! and thus am I unable to provide 
for the few people I have about me, who are 
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driven to fuch extremity and mifery, that it gives 
me pain to behold thetn. I have deiired permiifion 
to get a little rice from the northern countries for 
tlie fubfiftence of my people, without its being 
liable to feizure by your fepoys; this even has been 
refufed me by lord Macartney. What muft your 
feelings be, on fuch Canton cruelty, exercifed to- 
wards me, when you confider that of thoufands 
of villages belonging to me, a fingle one would 
have fufficed for my fubfiftence I 

. 22d March, 1783. Tranflation of a Letter from 
the Nabob of Arcot to the Chairilian and Di- 
rectors of the Eaft India Con\pariy.~Received 
from Mr. James Macpherfon, ift Jan. 1784. 

*' I AM willing to attribute this continued ufur* 
pation to the fear of detection in lord Macartney: 
he dreads the awful day when the fcene of his 
enormities will be laid open, at my reftoration to 
my country, and when the tongues of my oppref- 
fed fubjeds will be unloofed, and proclaim aloud 
the cruel tyrannies they have fuftained. Thefc 
fentiments of his lordflxip's defigns are corrobo- 
rated by his fending, on the loth inftant, two 
gentlemen to me and my fon Ameer-ul-Omrah; 
and thefe gentlemen from lord Macartney efpecii 
ally fet forth to me, and to my fon, that all de- 
pendance on the power of the fuperiour govern- 
ment of Bengal, to enforce the intentions of the 
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company to rcftore my country, was vain and 
groundld^; that the company confided in his lord- 
fliip's judgment and difcrction, and upon his rc- 
prefentations, and tliat if I, and my fon, Ameer-ul- 
Omrah, would enter into firiendfhip with lord Ma- 
cartney, and fign a paper, declaring all my charges 
atid complaints againft him to be falfe, that his 
lordfiiip might be induced to write to England, 
that all his allegations againft me and my fon were 
not well-founded; and, notwithftanding his decla- 
rations to withhold my country, yet on tl^efe con- 
fiderations, it might be ftill reftored me* 
' " What muft be your feelings for your ancient 
and faithful friend, on his receivihg fuch infults to 
his honour and underftanding from your principal 
fervant, armed with your authority ? From thefe 
manoeuvres, amongft thoufands I have experienct 
ed, the truth muft evidently appear to you, that J 
have not been loaded with thofe injuries and op- 
preiEons from motives of publick fervice, IhU to 
anfwer the private views and intercfts of his lord- 
fiiip, and his fecret agents: fome papers to this point 
are iriclofed\ others, almoft without number, muft 
be fubmitted to your jufiice, when time and cir- 
cumftances will enaWe me fuHy to inveftigate thofe 
tranfadions. This opportunity will not permit 
the full reprefentation of my load of injuries and 
diftrcfles: I beg leave to refer you to my minifter, 
Mr. TMacpherfon, for the papers, according to xkxk 
inclofed lift, which accompanied my lall dilpatches 
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by the Rodney, which I fear have failed; and mj 
correfpondence with lord Macartney, iubfcqucnt 
to that period, fuch as I have been able to prepare 
for this opportunity, are inclofed* 

^' Notwithftanding all the violent a6b and decia* 
rations of lord Macartney, yet a confcioufne& of 
his own mifconduft was the folc incentive to the 
menaces and overtures he has held out, in various 
ikapes. He has been infultingly lavifh in his ex- 
preiSions of high refpeft for my perfon j has had 
the infolence to fay, that all his meafures- flowed 
from his afFedionate regard alone; has prefumed to 
fay, that all his enmity and oppreffion were levelled 
at my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, to whom he before 
acknowledged every aid and afliftance: and, his 
lordfbip being without any juft caufe or founda- 
.tion for complaint againft us, or a veil to coyer his 
own violences, he has now had recourfe to the 
meannefs, and has dared to intimate of my fon, in 
order to intimidate me, and toftrengthen his own 
wicked purpofes, to be in league with our enemies 
the French. You muft doubtle& be aftonifhed, 
no lefs at the affurance, than at the abfurdity of 
^uch a wicked fuggeftion.** 

(In the nabob's own hand.) 

^* ?• $. In my own hand-writing I sLcquainted 
Mr. Haftings, as I now do my ancient friends the 
company, with the infult offered to my honour and 
ixflderftanding, in the extraordinary propofitions 
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fcnt to me by lord Macartney, through two gen- 
tlemen, on the iothmftant,fo artfully veiled with 
menaces, hopes, and promifes. But how can lord 
Macartney add to his enormities, after his wicked 
and calumniating infinuations, fo evidently direct- 
ed againft me and my family, through my faithful, 
my dutiful, and beloved fon, Ameer-uUOmrah, 
who, you well know, has been ever born and bred 
amongft the Englifli, whom I have ftudioufly. 
brought up in the warmeft fentiments of aflfection 
and attachment to them; fentiments, that in his 
maturity have been his higheft ambition to im- 
fffove, infomuch that he knows no happinefs, but 
in the faithful fupport of our alliance and con^ 
jiexion with the Englifh nation?** 

1 2th Auguft, and Poftfcript of the 16th Augufl, 
1783. Tranflation of a Letter to the Chair- 
man and Direftors of the EaiWndia Company. 
Received from Mr, James Macpherfon, 14th 
January, 1784. 

** YOUR aflonifhment and indignation will be 
equally raifed with mine, when you hear that your 
prefident has dared^ contrary to your intention, 
to continue to ufurp the privileges and hereditary 
powers of the nabob of the Carnatick, your old 
and unfhaken friend, and the declared ally of the 
king of Great Britain. 

- *♦ I will not take up your time by enumerating 
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the particular afts of lord Macartney's violence, 
cruelty, and injuftice ; they indeed occur too frequenU 
lyy and fall upon me, and my devoted fubjeSls andcoun^ 
iryi too thkky to be regularly related. I refer you to 
my minifter, Mr, James Macpherfon, for a more 
circumjlantial account of the oppr^ons and enormities 
by which he has brought both mine and the compa- 
ny's affairs to the brink of deftrudion. I truft 
that fuch flagrant violations of all juftice, honoxir, 
aad the faith of treaties, will receive the fevereft 
marks of your dilpleafure, and that lord Macart- 
ney's conduct, in making ufe of your name and 
authority as a fandion for the continuance of hi^ 
ufurpation, will be difclaimed with the.utmoft in- 
dignation, and followed with the fevereft puniih- 
ment. I conceive that his lordlhip's arbitrary re^ 
tention of my country and government can only 
originate in his infatiable.cravings, in his imphr 
cable malevolence againft me, and through fear of 
deteftion, which muft follow the fiirrender of the 
Carnatick into my hands, of thofe nefarious pro- 
ceedings, which are now fupprefled by the arm of 
violence and power, 

" I did not fail to reprcfent to the fupren)e go- 
vernment of Bengal the ,deplorable fituation tq 
which I was reduced, and the unmerited perfectly 
tions I have unremittingly fuftained from lord ]\fo- 
cartney ; and I earneftly implored them to ftretch 
forth a faving arm, .and interpofe ^that coiitroU 
.. , 'ling 
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ling power which was vefted in them, to cheds 
rapacity and prefumption^ and prefcr^c the honour 
and feith' of the company from violation. The 
governour-general and council not only feit thi> 
cruelty and injuftice I had fuflfered, but were 
greatly alarmed for the fatal confequences th^ft 
might refult from the diftruft 6i the country 
jK)wers in the profeiEons of the £ngli(hy whett 
they faw the nabob of the Carnatick, the friend 
erf the company, and the ally of Great Britain^ 
thus ilripped.of his rights, his dominions, and fai^ 
dignity, by the moft fraudulent means, and undo: 
the maik of frlendihip* The Bengal government 
had already heard both the Mahrattas and thtf 
Nizam urge as an objedion to an aUiance with 
the Englifh, the faithlefs behaviour of lord Ma^ 
cartney to a prince whofe Kfe had been devoted, 
and whoTe treafures had been exhaufted, in 
their fervice and fiippcrt ; and they did not, he^ 
» fitate to give pofidve orders to lord Macartney 
for the reftitution of my government and autho- 
rity, on fuch terms as were not only ftridly hb- 
nourable, but equally advantageous to my friends 
the company J for they juftly thought that my ho- 
nour and dignity, and fovereign rights^ were the 
firft objefts of my wifiies and ambition : But how 
can I paint my aftoniihment at lord Macartney'^ 
prefiunption, in continuing his ufurpation, aftet 
their pofitive and reiterated mandates! and, as if 
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nettled by their interference, which he difSdained, 
m redoubling the fury of his violence, and facri- 
ficing the pubKck and myfelf, to his malice and 
ungovernable paflidns! 

** I am, gentlemen, at a lofs to conceive where 
his ufurpation will ftc^, and have an end. Has he 
not folemnly declared that the afiignmcnt wa» . 
only made for the fupport of war ? and, if neither 
your inftniclkms, nor the orders of his fuperiours 
at Bengal, were to be confidered as effeAual, has 
not the treaty of peace virtually determined tho 
period of his tyrannical adminiftration? But fo hr 
finom fiirrendering the Carnatickinto my hands^ 
he has, ilnce that event, affixed advertifemoits to 
the walls and gates of the Black Town, for letting 
to the beft bidder the various diftrids, foi^ the 
term of three years ; and has continued the com* 
mittee of revenue, which you pofitively ordered 
to be aboUfiied^ to whom he has a}k>wed eix>r^ 
mou9 Salaries, (torn 6000 to 4000 'jpagocks per an* 
num, which each member has received from thi 
time oi his appointnftent^ though his lor^Uhip well 
kno^ that mofl? erf them are b}'^your orders diiJ 
qualified, by being my principal creditorsl :■ 

** If thofe a^ of violence and outrage had been 
produdive of publick advantage, I conceive his 
lordfhip might have held them forward, in exte^ 
nuation of his conduct; but whilft he cloaks hi^ 
jufiification under the veil of your records^ it ik 

impoilible 
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ioipofiible to refute his aflertions, or to expofe to 
you thdr fallacy ; and when he is no longer able 
to fupport his cojlduft by argument^; he refers to 
thofe records, where, L underjftand, he has exer* 
ct&d all his fophiftry and malicious iniinuations^ 
to render me and my family obnoxious ia the 
eyes of the company,, and the Britifii nation ; and 
when the glorious vidories of Sir, Eyre Cbotc 
have been rendered, abortive by aconftant defi- 
ciency of fuppUcs } and when, fince the departure 
of that excellent general to Bengal, whofe lols i 
muft ever regret, a dreadful famine, at the dofe 
of laft year, occafioned by his lordfhip's negleftto 
lay up a fufficicnt "ftock of grain at a proper fea* 
fon, and from his prohibitory orders to private 
merchants; and when no exertion has been made, 
nor advantage gained over the enemy ; when Ry- 
der's death and Tippoo's return to his own domi* 
nioos operated in no degree for the, benefit of our 
a&irs; in fhort, when all has been a continued 
leries of difappointment and .diigrace under lord 
Macartney's management (and in him alone has 
the management been veiled), I want words to 
convey thofe ideas of his infuffidency, ignorance, 
imd obfiinacy, which I am convinced you would 
entertain, had you been fpedators of his ruinous 
and deftrudive condud. 

^ But againft me and my fop, Ameer^ul-Omrah, 
tut hit lordilup's vengeance chiefly been exerted ; 
• . . even 
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tveto the con^ajiy's ow^i fubordinate semJpclar^^ 
Ixave .foupd bettiwr treato^ent, j)robably beeairfe 
tbey were xaotc rich j tjxpfe of Nizans^oram have 
been permitted^ contjczry to your pointed orders, 
to hold their rich zeipindaries ^t the old difpropor* 
tipn^e jtate of little more than a $xth part of 
^he real revenue ; ajod xpy ;&emii\diar of T^iy^ore, 
thou£^ he ihould h?ve redded hin:ifelf equ^y 
concenved with ui in the event of the vw^ a^d 
from whofe feirtile country many valuable harvefi^ 
have been gathered in, which have fold at a vaft 
price, has, I underftand, only contributed laft year^ 
towards the publick cxigetides, the very inconfi* 
dejrahle fum of one lack of pagodjts, and a.few 
thi:)uf^nd pagoda$«worth of grain* 

^^ lam much concerned to acquaint yoti,that 
ever iihce the peace a dreadful famine has fwept 
away many thoufands of the followers, and fepoy^ 
families of the army, from lord Macarti^ey's ne» 
gleet to iend do^n grai^ to the canip, though th^ 
to^ids are crowded with yeffcls : but his lord0up 
hjts been too intent upon his own difgraceful 
icbemes, to attend tt> the wants of the army. The 
>iegotiatiog with Tippoo, which he has fct on foot 
through the mediation of Monfieur Bu%) ha| 
.enq>loyed all his thoughts, and to the attainment 
of that objea he will facrifice the deareft interefts 
of the company to gratify his malevolence againft 
me, and for his own private advantages. The en- 
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deavour to treat \(dth Tippoo, through the means 
of the French, muft ftrike you, gentlemen, as 
highly improper and impolitick ; but it muft r^e 
your utmoft indignation to hear, that by inter- 
cepted letters from Bufly to Tippoo, as well as 
from their refpeftive vakeels, and from various 
accounts from Cuddalore, we have every reafon to 
conclude that his lordihip's fecretary, Mr. Staun- 
ton, when at Cuddalore, as his agent to fettle the 
ceffation of arms with the French, was informed 
of all their operations and projeds, and confequenily 
that lord Macartney hasfecretly connived at Monjieur 
Bujffs recommendation to Tippoo to return into the 
Carnatick^ as the means of procuring the mojl advan^ 
tageous terms ^ and furnijhing Idrd Macartney with 
the plea of necejftty for concluding a peace after his own 
manner : and what further confirms the truth of 
this feft is, that repeated reports, as well as the 
alarms of the inhabitants to th,e weftward, leave 
us no reafon to doubt that Tippoo is approaching 
towards us. His lordfhip has iffued publick or- 
ders, that the garrifon ftore of rice, for w|iich wc 
are indebted' to the exertions of the Bengal go- 
vernment, Ihould be immediately difpofed of, and 
ii^s ftridly forbid all private grain to bt fold; by 
which aift he effeftually prohibits all private im- 
portatibn of grain, and may eventually caufe as 
hdrrid a famine as that which we experienced at 
the clofe of laft year, from the fame Ihort-fighted 
• policy 
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policy and deftruftive prohibitions of lord Ma- 
cartney. 

f' But as he has the fabrication of the records 
in his own hands, he trufts to thofe partial repre- 
fentations of his charafter and conduiSt, becaufe 
the fi^natures of thofe members of government 
whom he feldom confults, are affixed, as a publick 
fanftion ; but you may form a juft idea of their 
correclnefs and propriety, when you are informed^ 
that his lordfliip, upon my noticing the heavy dijburfe^ 
ments made for fecret' fervice money ^ ordered thefums 
to be Jiruck off^ and the accounts to be erafedfrom the 
cajh'book of the company; and I think I cannot give 
you a better proof of his management of my coun- 
try and revenues, than by calling your attention 
to his conduct in the Ongole province, and by 
referring you to his lordfliip's adminiftration of 
your own jaghire, from whence he has brought 
to the publick account the fum of twelve hundred 
pagodas for the Jaft year's revenue, yet blazons 
forth his vaft merits and exertions, and expefts to 
receive the thanks of his committee and council. 
— I will beg leave to refer you, to my minifter, 
James Macpherfon, efq. for a more particular ac- 
count of my fufferings and miferies, to whom I 
have tranfmitted copies of all papers that paffed 
with his lordfliip^ 

" I cannot conclude without calling your atten* 
tion to the Jituation of my different creditors^ whofe 
claims are the claims of juftice, and whofe die- 

Ffa mands 
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masids I am bound by honour, and every motal 
obligation, to difcharge ; it is not therefore with- 
out great concern I have heard infinuations tend- 
ing to queftion the legality of their right to the 
payment of thofe juft debts j they proceeded from 
fKivances made by them openly and honourably 
for the fiipport of my own and the puUick aflfairs* 
But I hc^ the tongue of calumny will. never 
drown the voice of truth and juftice ; and while 
.that is heard^ the wifiiom of the Englifh nation 
cannot fail to accede to an eflfeftual remedy for 
their diftrefles, by any arrangement in which their 
claims may be duly conHdered, and equitably pro- 
vided for;, and for this puipofe my minifter, Mr. 
Macpherfon^ will readily fubfcribe^ in my nmne^ to any 
Mgr^ement you may think proper to adopts founded on 
the Jhme principles with either of the engagements 
I entered into with the fupreme government of 
Bengal, for our mutual intereft and advants^e,— - 
I always pray for your happineis and profperity/* 



€th September, and Poftfcript of 7th Septanber^ 
1783. Tranflation of a Letter from ;£he Nabob 
of Arcot to the Chairman and Diipcclors of the 

' Eaft-India Company. — Received from Mr. Jame* 
Macpherfon, 14th January, 1754.^ 

*^ I REFER you, gentlemen, to my inclofed duw 
plicate, as well as to my minifter^ Mr. Maqpherfon^ 

for 
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for the particulars of my fufferings. There is no 
word or aAion of raikic that is not perverted; 
Jind though it was my intention to have fent my^ 
fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, who is well verfed in niy 
affairs, to Bengal, to imprefs thofc gentlemen with 
a full fenfe of my fituatiop, yet I find myfdf obHged 
to lay it afide, from the infinuations of the calum*^ 
ftiating tongue of }or4 Macartney, (hat takes every 
licence to traduce every aftion of my life, and that 
of my fon. I am inforijied }:hat lord Macartney, 
at this late ipoment, intends to write a letter j I 
am ignorant of the fubjeft; but fully perceive^ 
that by delaying to fend it till the very eve of the 
difpatch, he means to deprive me 6f all poffibility 
of communicating my reply, and forwarding it 
for the information of my friends in England. 
Confcious'of the weak ground on which he ftands, 
he is obliged to have recourfe to thefe artifices to 
millead the judgment, and fupport for a tinie his 
unjuftifiable meafures by deceit and impofition. 
I wifh only to meet and combat his charges and 
allegations fairly and openly ; and I have repeatr 
edly and urgently demanded to be furnifhed with' 
copies of thofe parts of his fabricated records rela- 
tive to myfelf ; but as he well knows I fliould re- 
fute his fophiftry, I cannot be furprifed at his re- 
fufal, though I lament that it prevents you, gen* 
tlemen, from a clear inveftigation of his conduft 
towards me. 

Ff3 ^^Inclofed 
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( *' Inclofed you have a tranflation of an arzee 
from the killidar of VeUore : I have thoufands of the 
fame kind ; but this juft now received will ferve to 
give you fome idea of the miferies brought upon 
diis my devoted country, and the wretched inhabi- 
tants that remain in it, by the opprelfive hand of 
lord Macartney's management; nor will the embezr 
elements of eolle^ions thus obtained, when brought 
before you in proof appear lefe extraordinary, 
which fhali certainly be done in due time^* 



Tranflation of an Arzee, in the Perfian Language, 
from Uzzeem ul Doen Cawn, the Killidar of 
VeUore, to the Nabob, dated ift September, 
1783. Inclofed in the Nabob's Letter to the 
Court of Diredors, September, 1783. 

*' I HAVE repeatedly reprefented to your high- 
nefs the violences and oppreffions exercifed by the 
prefent amildar [colieftor of revenue] of lord 
Macartney's appointment, over the few remaining 
inha-bitants of the diftrift of Vellore, Ambore, 
Saulguda, &c, 

•' The outrages and violences now committed, 
are of that aftoniihing nature as were never 
known or heard of during the adminiftration of 
the circar. Hyder Naik, the cruelleft of tyrants, 
ufed every kind of oppreflion in the circar coun- 
tries; 
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tries ; but even his meafures were not like tbofe 
now purfued. Such of the inhabitants as ha4 ef- 
caped the fword and pillage of Hyder Naik, by 
taking refuge in the woods, and within the walls 
of Vellore, &c* on the arrival of lord Macartney's 
umildar to Vellore, and in confequence of his cowle 
of proteftion and fupport, moft chearfully return* 
cd to the villages, fet about the cultivation of the 
lands, and with great pains rebuilt their cottag«u 
-^ut now the amildar has imprifoned the wives 
^nd children of the inhabitants, feized the fej»r 
jewels that were on the bodies of the women, and 
then, before the faces of their hufbands, flogged 
them, in order to make them produce other jewds 
and effeds, which he iaid they had buried fome- 
where under ground, and to make the inhabitants 
bring him money, notwithllanding there T^as yet 
no cultivation in the country. Terrified with the 
flagellations, fome of them produced their jewels, 
and wearing apparel of their women, to the 
amount of ten or fifteen pagodas, which they had 
hidden ; others, who declared they had none, the 
amildar flogged their women feverely, tied cords 
around their breafts, and tore the fucking chil- 
dren from their teats, and expofed them to the 
fcorching heat of the fun. Thofe children died^ 
as did the wife of Ramfoamy^ ah inhabitant of 
Bringpoor. Even this could not ftir up compaf- 
fion in the breaft of the amildar. Some of the 

children 
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children that were fomewhat large^ he expofed td 
6kt tn fhort, the vidences of the amildar are fo 
aftonifhing, that the people, on feeing the prefent 
Situation, remember the lofs of Hyder with regret. 
With whomfocver the amildar finds ^ fin^e mea- 
fure of natehinee^ or rice^ he takes it away from 
him^ and appropriates it to the expences of thd 
Sibindy that he keeps up. No revenues are xol- 
leded from the countries, but from the effeds of 
the poor wretched inhabitants. Thofe ryots [yeo* 
men3 who intended to return to their habitations, 
hearing of thofe violences, have fled for refuge, 
with their wives and children, intoHyder's coun- 
try. Every day is ufliered in and clofed with 
thefe violences and difturbsqices. I have no power 
to do any thing ; and who will bear what I have 
to fay ? My bufinels is to inform your highnefsj^ 
who are my mafter. The people bring their com- 
plaints to me, and I tell them I will write to your 

highnefs.''* 

' Tranflation 

♦ [The abovc-rccited prafkiccs, or pradices iimilar to theni; 
liav<: prevailed in aimed every part of the miferable countries on 
the coaft of Coromandel, for near twenty years paft. That they 
prevailed as ftrongly and generally as they cou)d prevail, under 
the adminiftration of the nabob, there can be no qucftion, not* 
withftanding the ailertion in the beginning of the above petition; 
nor will it ever be otherwifc, wbiUl affairs are condoled upoa 
the principles which influence the prefent fy flem. Whether the 
particulars here affcrted are true or falfe, neither the court of dii* 
ledors nor their miniftry have thought proper to enquire. If 
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Tranllation of a TdUinga Letter from Veira Per.* 
maul, Head Dubaih to Lord Macartney^ in his 
own band^writing^ to Rajah Ramchuoda, the 
renter of O^igcde ; dated a5th of the Hindoo 
month Maufay, in the year Plavanamal^ corre* 
fponding to 5th March, 1782. 

I PRESENT my refpeds to you, smd anoa very 
well here, wiflang to h^ar frequently irf your wd- 
fare. ' 

Your peaCher Vancatroyloo has brought the Vif» 
^el Bakees, and ddivered them to me, as alfo what 
you fent him f$r me to deliver to my majier^ wWub I 

they are truc^ in order to bring them to zfft6k lord Macartney, 
it ought to be proved that the compkunt was made to him ; and 
that he had rcfufed redrefu Inftead of this fair courfe, the com- 
plaint is carried to the court of directors. The above is one 
of the documents tranfmitted by the nabob, in proof of his 
charge of corruption againft lord Macartney. If geniiine) it is 
coQcluiive, at lead againfl lord Macartney's principal agent and 
manager. If it be a forgery (as in all likelihood it is) it is CQa-* 
^Ittfiveagaitift the nabob andiiis evil counfellofs; and fiilly de- 
mofifttattt, if a|iy thing further were nectflary to dcmonllratc, 
4he BCi^ffity of the daefe ia Mr. Fox's bill prohibiting the refi-* 
dence of the native princes in ihe company's principal fettle^ 
mcnts; which claofe was, f6r, obvious reafons, not admitted 
into Mr. Pitt's. It (hews too the abfolutc neceffity of a fevcro 
and exemplary pnnifhment on certain of his Engliih evil coun- 
ibllors and creditors^ by whomfoch prances are carded on, ^ 

have 
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bave dme. My majier atjirjl refufed to take itj be^ 
eaufe he is unacqtcainted with your difpojition^ or what 
kind of a perfon ycm are. But after I made enco- 
miums on your goodnefs and gi^eatnefs of mind, 
and took my oath to the fame, and that // would 
not become publicky but be held as precious as our 
Hves, my majler accepted it. You may remain fa- 
ti&fied^ that I will get the Ongole buiinefs fettled 
in your name; I will caufe the jamaubundee to be 
fettled agreeable to yoyr defire* It was formerly 
the nabob^s intention to give this bufinefs to you, 
as the govemour knows full well^ but did not at 
that time agree to it, which you muft be well ao* 
quainted with*^ 

Your peafher Vancatroyloo is a very careful 
good man — he is well experienced in bufineis — he 
has bound me by an oath to keep ail this bufinefs fecrety 
and that his own^ yours y and my lives are refponfble 
for it. I write this letter to you with the greats 
eft reluftance, and I fignified the fame to your 
peafher, and declared that I would not write to 
you by any means; to this the peafher urged, that 
if I did not write to his majler ^ hoW' could he know to 
whom he (the peajher) delivered the money ^ and what 
muft his matter think of it? therefore I write you 
this letter, and fend it by. my fervant Ramanah, 
accompanied by the peafher 's fervant, and it will 
come fafe. to, your, hands: after perufal you will 
^ fend 
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fend it back to me immediately — ^until I receive it 
I don't like to eat my victuals, or take any fleep» 
Your peafber took his oath, and urged me to 
write this for your fetisfefitibn, and has engaged 
to me that I ftall have this letter returned to iuji 
in the fpace of twelve days. 

The prefent goveritour is not Uke the former go- 
vernours — ^he is a very great man in Europe — ^a^d 
all the great men of Europe are much obliged to 
him for ids cohdefcenfion in accepting the govern- 
ment of this place. It is his cuftom when he makes 
friendfhip with any one to continue it always, and 
if he is at enmity with any one^ he never will dejiji till 
.he has worked Ms dejirudion ; he is now exceedingly 
difpleafed with the nabobs and you will under/land by 
and by that the naboVs bufinefs <annct he carried on ; 
he (the nabob) will have no power to do any thing 
in his own affairs; you have therefore no room to fear 
him. You may remain with a contented mind— 
J defired the governour to WTite you a letter for 
your fatisfaftion ; the governour faid he would do 
fo when the bufinefs was fettled. This letter you 
muft perufe as foon as polllble, and fend'it back 
with all fpeed by the bearer Ramadoo, accompa- 
nied by three or four of your people, to the end 
that no accident may happen on the road. Thefe 
people muft be ordered to march in the night 
only^ and ta arrive here with- the greateft dif- 

;' * ' patch. 
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jpatch* Tou &tit ten maiogoes for my tm^cty and 
two for me, afi whidi J hwc 4eUvered to iiiy inid^ 
Uxtf tbinkiog tl|^ ten was not fuffident to pnsktilt 
)iim with. I write this £or your inforixiation^ and 
^lute you mth ten tjioul^d refpeds^ 



% Muttu %$^^K of Madras' 
Pktnam, dubam, declare^ 
That I perfeftly underftand 
the ^jrcntoo language J and 
• do moft ibkmnly affirm, 
that the fotegoing is a true 
tranflation of the annexed 
piper writing from the 
Centoo language. 



(Signed) 
Muttu Kiftnahi 



tHiS BKB OF THE FOURTH VOhtSM^^ 



T. Gillet, Printer, SalUbui^r square. 
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